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City of Belmont 

ABORIGINAL ADVISORY GROUP (AAG) 

MEETING NOTES: 

Date: Tuesday 5 May 2026 
Time: 10am – 12pm  
Location: Belmont Hub, Library Entrance, Meeting Room 1, 213 Wright Street, Cloverdale. 

Chair: Gauri Thanasingam (GT) – Coordinator, Community & Cultural Engagement 
Note Taker: Shanel De Silva (SD) - City of Belmont, Cultural Engagement Officer 

Aboriginal Advisory Group Members  

Community Members  

Brenda Greenfield (BG)                                                                
Coral Kickett (CK)   

Norma Morrison (NM)   
                                                                                       
Organisational Members 

Belmont City College – Donna Kelly (DK)  
Belmont City College – Dakota Narrier (DN) 

Belmont City College – Suellen Brown (SB) 
Consumer of Mental Health WA – Dr Melissa Russell – (MR) 
Nyoongar Outreach Services – Sophia Latimore (SL) 

Nyoongar Outreach Services – Rhonda Buckley (RB)  
Aboriginal Family Legal Service- Nicola Frewen (NF) 

Kinship Connections – Justine Bennel (JB)  
 
City of Belmont Staff 

Gauri Thanasingam (GT) – Coordinator, Community & Cultural Engagement 
Wilmot Loh (WL) – Director, Development & Community 

Tegan Hort (TH) – Cultural Engagement Officer 
Eden Te Puni (ETP) – Library and Museum   
 

Apologies: 
Angela Ryder (AR)      

Blythe Digwee-Downey (BDD) – Specialist, Library and Museum Hub                                                             
Jacaranda Community Services – Melanie Smith (MS) 
Marzel Norton (MN) – Manager, Economic and Community Development 

Keith Truscott (KT)   
YMCA – The Base Belmont – Hannah Collard (HC)  

Jemma Smoult (JS) – Senior Arts & Place Officer 
 
AGENDA ITEMS 

1. Acknowledgment of Country – BG   
 

2. Welcome & Apologies – GT 
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3. New Introductions – GT 

 
4. Notes & Outstanding actions from the last meeting - GT  

No outstanding actions. 
 

5. Upcoming Events/ Activities  

5.1 Community Awards –Nominations are open and close 30 June 2026.  
The awards recognize volunteers and community groups who have made a 

significant contribution to the Belmont community across the categories of 
Aged, Community Service, People Who Make a Difference, Sport and 
Recreation (including Arts and Culture), and Youth, last year Brenda 

Greenfield was nominated for her contribution to the Aboriginal Advisory 
Group. Award recipients will be announced at the City's Civic Dinner in 

December 2026. 
5.2 Cultural Protocols – Still in progress, an update will be given in the August 

meeting. (GT)   

5.3 Reconciliation Week – Cultural training: Fri, 29 May, 9:30am – 12.30pm. 
The canvas activity was held on 24 May, based on the cultural history 

shared by Noel Nannup. The canvas will be displayed in the library from 
Reconciliation Week, with a voice-over story by Jayden Boundary. (GT)   

5.4 Food Safari – will not go ahead.  

Feedback: JB – Aboriginal programs should remain distinct from 
multicultural programming and be presented as standalone initiatives. JB 

also noted that the reference to ‘Safari’ carries negative connotations. 
WL – The City will take on feedback  
NAIDOC Student Awards –Closed on 1 June, Nominations open to schools 

in the City of Belmont, acknowledging Aboriginal students (GT)  
5.5 Jacaranda NAIDOC Family Day – Wednesday 8 July 2026   

5.6 NAIDOC Community Awards - Open 1 June until 14 July, please 
nominate to recognize community members. 
6 Seasons in the Belmont Bulletin – SD - Season of Makuru. Volunteers 

were invited to share their connection to the season for the Belmont 
Bulletin. 

5.7 NAIDOC Flag Raising Ceremony – SD - Monday 6 July, moved to the 
afternoon due to weather uncertainty. Jayden Boundary will deliver the 

Welcome to Country, and highlights of the First Nations Strategy will be 
shared to celebrate NAIDOC. BG and NM supported a 2pm start. 
 

6. First Nations Strategy progress presentation- Attached 
 

7. Any future updates - All   
 

DK – BCC Sorry Day smoking Ceremony- NAIDOC Week Assembly on 1st July at 11.15 

- Alta Winmar is doing a art project with students. 
MR – COMWA hosting a Reconciliation week event 3 June 5. 

 Free Yoga sessions, Tuesday Listening Lounge. 
SL – Antisocial behavior in Perth City from children young as 10 years old from the 

Belmont area  

JB – Suggested getting Aboriginal led community involvement 
CK – Getting schools together to look at support 

WL – City to look at connecting the school leaders meeting and supporting a community 
led meeting      

                                                       

Next Meeting: Tuesday 4 August 2026 


