Dangerous Trees

47. DANGEROUS TREES
Policy Objective

To ensure the most appropriate and effective action is taken with regard to trees on
private property in an unsafe condition.

Policy Statement

It is Council’s view that in the interest of public safety and in accordance with the
Local Government Act 1995 the City will, where notified, play an active role in the
management of potentially dangerous trees on private property.

Policy Detail

Where concern is raised with regard to the safety of a tree on private property, a City
officer will, at the earliest opportunity, arrange for a qualified Arborist to conduct a
visual inspection of the tree.

1. Where a visual inspection reveals a tree is a ‘serious and immediate danger’ and
therefore requires immediate intervention, the City will as per Section 3.27(1)
Schedule 3.2(7) of the Local Government Act 1995, take action to reduce the
risk, with or without consent of the owner or occupier of the land.

a. Costs incurred by such action will be recovered as a debt from the
property owner.

2. If the tree does not present a ‘serious and immediate danger’, however exceeds
the QTRA risk tolerability threshold of 1/10 000 the Arborist will prepare a report
and the City will issue a notice requiring the owner to reduce the risk.

a. The notice shall be issued under Section 3.25(1) Schedule 3.1(8) and (9)
of the Local Government Act 1995, including the right to object/ appeal.

b. Where an owner is unable to comply with the Notice due to financial
constraints, the City will offer to undertake the associated works, and
offer the property owner the option of paying the City in instalments. Any
property owner requesting payment terms will be recorded and managed
by use of the "Arrangements to Pay" option, with a maximum term of up
to 12 months.

c. If a property owner fails to comply, the City will, in accordance with
Section 3.26(2) and (3) undertake the required works. Costs incurred by
such action will be recovered as a debt from the property owner.

3. If the assessment identifies a low and tolerable risk, no further action is taken.

The City will advise the original complainant of the outcome of the inspection.

Where approval to remove the tree is required under any legislation, including but not
limited to the Environmental Protection (Clearing of Native Vegetation) Regulations
2004 (WA) or the Environmental Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999
(Cwth), the City will either;

1. obtain the required approval; or
2. provide information in the notice issued to the owner or occupier advising them of
the legislative requirement and request a copy of the approval once obtained
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Dangerous Trees

Reference/Associated Documents

Local Government Act 1995, Section 3.27(1) Schedule 3.2(7) Section 3.25(1)
Schedule 3.1(8) and (9)

QTRA: Quantified Tree Risk Assessment Version 5

Reference to Internal Procedure

PM - Parks - Dangerous Tree Removal
Register of Delegations: DA — Powers of Entry

Definitions

Serious and immediate danger — defined as: a tree assessed by a qualified Arborist
using QTRA methodology as presenting an unacceptable risk of significant harm
requiring immediate action.

Low and tolerable risk — defined as: A QTRA qualified arborist assessed a tree at
an elevated but not unacceptable risk.

And where the tolerability of the risk depends on the costs and benefits of risk
reduction. (Whether the benefits of risk control are sufficient to justify their cost).

City of Belmont Policy Manual
165

Document Set ID: 1894704
Version: 61, Version Date: 04/04/2023



Dangerous Trees

Monitoring, Evaluation and Review

This policy has been risk assessed as Low.

The policy will be reviewed every two years.

THIS POLICY IS SUPPORTED BY:

REGISTER OF DELEGATIONS
SERVICE AREA:
PoLICY OWNER:

DA — POWERS OF ENTRY
INFRASTRUCTURE SERVICES
MANAGER PARKS, LEISURE AND ENVIRONMENT

AMENDMENT STATUS
DATE OF AMENDMENT STATUS OF AMENDMENT MINUTE ITEM REFERENCE
27/07/04 10.1.1
28/04/09 12.10
27/07/10 12.9
2211111 12.9
28/10/14 MINOR 12.4
27/09/16 REVIEW - MAJOR 12.9
22/08/17 NONE 12.2
24/04/18 MAJOR 12.4 (FROM 1 JULY 2018)
10/12/19 REVIEW — NONE 12.8
24/05/22 REVIEW - MAJOR 12.7
NEXT REVIEW DATE 2023
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