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Local Planning Policy No. 22

This is a Local Planning Policy prepared under Schedule 2 of the Planning and Development
(Local Planning Schemes) Regulations 2015.

1. Policy Basis

The City of Belmont recognises the importance of design quality as part of the planning
process. The City’s Designh Review Panel (DRP) provides independent, performance-based
design guidance on planning proposals, with reference to the principles of State Planning
Policy 7.0: Design of the Built Environment. This advice assists applicants in refining and
improving their proposals and supports the City’s assessment process. The aim of design
review is to ensure that planning proposals make a positive contribution to their locality and
the wider built environment.

This Local Planning Policy specifies which proposals should be referred to the DRP, the matters
to be considered by the Panel and the operation of the Panel.

2. Policy Application

This Policy applies to planning proposals that should be referred to the DRP. The Policy also
applies in instances where an applicant requests that their planning proposal be referred to
the DRP for advice.

3. Policy Objectives

The objectives of this Policy are to:
3.1 Specify planning proposals that should be reviewed by the DRP.

3.2 Improve the design quality and functionality of developments within the City through
independent expert advice.

4. Planning proposals to be referred to the Design
Review Panel

A planning proposal that meets one or more of the following criteria should be referred to the
DRP for review:

a) Multiple dwelling developments (apartments) comprising 15 or more units.

b) Grouped dwelling development comprising 15 or more units.

c) New commercial and/or mixed-use developments within the *Mixed Use or ‘Centre’
zones, excluding additions to existing buildings that due to the scale do not significantly

impact the street or adjoining properties as determined by the City.

d) Development that is 4 or more storeys in height;
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e) Development of a property on the State Register of Heritage Places or a Local
Government Heritage List established under the City’s Local Planning Scheme unless
the proposal excludes a works component or does not require a planning approval; and

f) Major extensions or amendments to those proposals referred to in a), b), ¢), d) and e)

above, which in the opinion of the City would benefit from review by the DRP.

The City also encourages applicants to voluntarily submit the following proposals for review by
the DRP:

a) Multiple dwelling developments comprising six to 14 units.
b) Form 1 Development Assessment Panel Applications.
C) Substantive development within the Kewdale Industrial Estate, particularly where

adjacent to Abernethy Road and/or Kewdale Road.

5. Information Requirements

Plans, reports and statements in support of DRP review shall be submitted to the City at least
14 days before the scheduled meeting.

6. Matters to be considered by the Design Review
Panel

In providing any advice and recommendations, the DRP shall consider design matters relating
to:

a) The relevant planning framework.

b) The 10 Design Principles provided in State Planning Policy 7.0: Design of the Built
Environment.

7. Operation of the Design Review Panel:

The DRP shall operate in accordance with the Terms of Reference as endorsed by the
Executive Leadership Team.

Governance References

Statutory compliance Planning and Development (Local Planning Schemes)
Regulations 2015
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Industry compliance

Organisational compliance

Process links

Local planning policy administration

Directorate Officer Title Contact

Development and Communities Manager Planning Services 9477 7222

Document Date Review Cycle Next due
Triennial

Version \ Decision to advertise \ Decision to adopt \ Synopsis

1 24/02/2026 OCM 23/06/2026 OCM To specify

Item 12.1 Item 12.2 planning
proposals that
should be
reviewed by the
DRP.
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