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City of Belmont 

Belmont Early Years Group (BEYG) 

Meeting Details 

Date: Wednesday, 18 February 2026 

Time: 12pm – 1pm 

Location: Belmont Hub, Meeting Room 1, Ground Floor, Library Entrance, 213 Wright Street, 

Cloverdale.  

Chair & Notes Taker: Danica Costley, City of Belmont, Community Development Officer 

 

Belmont Early Years Group Members: 

Danica Costley – City of Belmont, Community Development Officer 

Lyndsey Stoney – City of Belmont, Coordinator Community Development (via Teams) 

Eden Te Puni – City of Belmont, Acting Specialist – Customer Experience 

Carmen Wright – Communicare, Coordinator Parenting and Families 

Melanie Smith - Jacaranda Community Centre, Aboriginal Youth at Risk & Family Support and 
School Inclusion Worker 

 

Guest: 

Kate McMurtrie – Kings Park and Botanic Garden, Education Coordinator - Early Years 

 

Apologies: 

Michelle Roberts – Playgroup WA, Senior Playgroup Development Officer 
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Minutes 

1. Welcome & Apologies  

Danica delivered an Acknowledgement of Country. 

Staff Updates:  

• Marzel Norton, Manager of Economic and Community Development, commenced 

October 2025.  

• Lyndsey Stoney, Coordinator Community Development, commenced January 2026.  

• Arlene Hand, Community Development Officer (part-time).   

• Danica Costley, will remain working part-time as a Community Development Officer, 

working on Wednesdays, Thursdays and alternate Fridays.   

2.  General Business  

2.1. Children’s Week Playdate 

The event previously known as the Children’s Week Playdate will be put on hold again 

this year.  

• Exploring a collaboration with the Wiggles ‘n’ Giggles program which occurs on the 

first Wednesday of every month. Potential for a pop-up type table at each event 

with BEYG Members taking it in turns to promote their services and speak with 

community. 

 

2.2. AEDC Forum Follow Up 

The AEDC Forum Report was shared. The workshop took a different direction than 

expected, so further exploration and feedback is required. Potential questions to explore 

with BEYG: 

o What are the collective needs of the BEYG to serve our community? 

o We want to know what you want to know. 

o What do you want to know from community? 

o Who are we missing in this room to also ask this question of? 

o What are the experiences of the people you engage with and support? 

(Transport, financial etc.) 

o What are the potential gaps and how can we, collectively as the BEYG, address 

them and improve service delivery?  

o What questions are shared by the service providers in the room – where are the 

crossovers? 

https://www.belmont.wa.gov.au/wiggles
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3.  Guest Speaker 

3.1. Kate McMurtrie, Kings Park and Botanic Garden, Education Coordinator Early Years 

Kings Park Education facilitates community programs including Bush Bubs Nature 

Playgroup (0-3 Years) and Zippy's Bush Kindy (3-5 years). Their aim is to nurture little 

nature lovers and give adults the skills and confidence to spend time with their little 

ones in their local natural areas so everyone can experience the benefits of being 

outside. Kings Park Education have the ability to provide (free of charge) professional 

learning opportunities in natureplay for staff/facilitators or visit playgroups in the City of 

Belmont area to run natureplay activities. If you are interested in discussing this 

opportunity for your organisation, please contact Kate: kate.mcmurtrie@dbca.wa.gov.au 

The City of Belmont are collaborating with Kate’s team and hope to have their Nature 

play activities at some upcoming City programs, like Wiggles ‘n’ Giggles.  

Professional Development opportunities for the BEYG are also being explored to 

encourage more nature-based play and education for the community we support.  

4.  Round Table Update  

4.1. Eden, Ruth Faulkner Library 

• To Celebrate Harmony Week, additional Bilingual Storytime sessions are being held, 

and the library will also have a presence at the Harmony Festival on Saturday, 21 

March 2026. 

• Digital flyers will continue to be shared on the Community Notice Board. BEYG 

members are welcome to share flyers they wish to have displayed. 

4.2. Mel, Jacaranda Community Centre 

• Jacaranda distributes backpacks, uniforms, and stationery to local schools for First 

Nations students, though Mel is also open to providing donations to non-First 

Nations Students experiencing financial hardship.  

• Jacaranda accepts donations. 

4.3. Carmen, Communicare 

• Term One Parenting Program is underway with many workshops being held locally; 

see end of Minutes for details. 

• Communicare are open to requests to host parent workshops for other Service 

Providers; they just require adequate notice for planning.  

https://www.bgpa.wa.gov.au/education-programs/bush-bubs-kings-park-playgroup
https://www.bgpa.wa.gov.au/education-programs/bush-bubs-kings-park-playgroup
https://www.bgpa.wa.gov.au/zippys-bush-kindy
mailto:kate.mcmurtrie@dbca.wa.gov.au
https://www.belmont.wa.gov.au/discover/what-s-happening/upcoming-events/bilingual-storytime-ae83a9cd?t=2026-03-24
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4.4. Danica, City of Belmont 

• Danica recently met with Valery Gandossini, Coordinator of Parenting Services at 

Relationships Australia WA, regarding Parenting Courses and Workshop 

opportunities (both in-person and online). Flyers with upcoming courses and 

workshop dates were shared - Courses and Workshops - Relationships WA. Though 

Communicare hold some of the same workshops, there are some unique to 

Relationships Australia which the City may explore hosting to make it more 

accessible for the community. 

5. Next Meeting: 

Date: Wednesday, 15 April 2026 

Time: 12pm start 

Location: Belmont Hub, Meeting Room 1, Ground Floor, Library Entrance, 213 Wright 

Street, Cloverdale. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.relationshipswa.org.au/courses/course-workshops/?keyword=&CourseLocations=Online,WestLeederville&NextCommencementDate=&sort=Ranking,CourseTitle&page=1&pagesize=12
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