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MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING HELD IN THE CITY OF 
BELMONT CIVIC CENTRE, 215 WRIGHT STREET, CLOVERDALE, ON MONDAY, 
11 NOVEMBER 2002, COMMENCING AT 7.35PM

PRESENT

Cr P R Passeri, JP West Ward
Cr M H Blair Central Ward
Cr M C Godsell Central Ward
Cr G Doney West Ward
Cr A T Richardson, JP West Ward
Cr G J Godfrey East Ward
Cr P Marks East Ward
Cr A P Murfin, OAM, JP South Ward
Cr E Teasdale South Ward
Cr J Powell South Ward

IN ATTENDANCE

Mr B Genoni Chief Executive Officer
Mr N Hartley Deputy Chief Executive Officer
Mr R Lutey Director - Engineering
Mr N Deague Director – Development
Mr S Cole Director – Corporate Services

MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC

There were 24 members of the public and one member of the press (Southern 
Gazette) present.  The Belmont Student Delegation representatives were also 
present.

1. OFFICIAL OPENING
The Mayor opened the meeting and welcomed those in attendance.

The Belmont Student Delegation representatives to be visiting Adachi in January 
2003 were introduced to the meeting by the Tour Leader, Cr Janet Powell.

2. APOLOGIES & LEAVE OF ABSENCE

2.1 APOLOGIES
Nil.

2.2 LEAVE OF ABSENCE

Cr Dornford
Cr Bass
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3. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
In accordance with the City of Belmont’s Code of Conduct, Councillor Powell 
declared an interest that could give rise to a reasonable belief that her impartiality 
may be adversely affected.  The interest is in Item 11.1 (Item 8.2.3 of the Works and 
Technical Services Committee meeting minutes dated 4 November 2002.  The 
nature of the interest being that she owns property in close proximity to the Belmont 
Avenue/Wright Street intersection.

4. ANNOUNCEMENTS BY THE PRESIDING MEMBER
(WITHOUT DISCUSSION)

Nil

5. PUBLIC QUESTION TIME
***7.39pm   For the benefit of the public present the Chief Executive Officer stated 

the rules of Question Time.

5.1 RESPONSES TO QUESTIONS TAKEN ON NOTICE AT PREVIOUS MEETING

5.1.1 Mr Rob Greenwood, 151 Coolgardie Avenue, Redcliffe

Mr Greenwood asked the following questions at the Ordinary Council meeting held 
on Monday 28th October 2002, which were taken on notice.  Correspondence was 
forwarded to Mr Greenwood on Friday 8th November 2002, details below.

1. Which Councillors have studied the WA Planning Commission (WAPC) Draft 
Land Use Plan for Land in the Vicinity of Perth Airport to see how it will affect the 
residents in their ward? 

All Councillors have been provided with a copy of the Draft Statement of Planning 
Policy entitled Land Use Planning in the Vicinity of Perth Airport in a memo dated 
18th October 2002 and delivered on the same day.

2. Has Council identified how the present terms of the Draft Land Use Plan may 
adversely affect the house/building owners in the District?

Council’s position is that potentially affected landowners should be made aware of 
the impact of aircraft movements and that those impacts be pro-actively 
addressed by the WAPC.
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Item 5.1.1 – Continued…

3. Why schedule discussion of submissions to WAPC draft land use plan for land in 
the vicinity of Perth Airport (an issue that will adversely affect many residents of 
Belmont), for Council Meeting of the 25th of November, only seven days before 
the closing date for submissions on 2nd of December 2002?

There is sufficient time between the above dates for Council to ensure that our 
submission can be made to the Planning Commission prior to the closure of the 
advertising period.

4. Has Council advised Residents’ Groups in the District of the possible adverse 
effects of the Draft Land Use Plan and of the need to make submissions before 
the closing date to have the Draft Plan suitably amended?

Approximately 1700 affected landowners within the 20 (and above) Australian 
Noise Exposure Forecast Zone have been advised by the City in a letter dated 7th 
November of the draft policy, that it may have an impact on their property and that 
there is the opportunity for them to make submissions directly to the WAPC.  
Public advertisements were also placed in newspapers circulating the district, the 
first we understand, being in the Southern Gazette on 17th September 2002.

5. Have Councillors advised the Residents of their ward of the potential effect of the 
plan and that Residents may make submissions to the WAPC asking for 
amendments to the plan before the closing date of the 2nd December 2002?

As per answer to question 4.

6. What amendments is Council seeking to the Draft Land Use Plan to move the 
cost of compliance from those receiving to those creating the nuisance, and, that 
will protect the rights of house/building owners in the City of Belmont?

Council will be considering any necessary recommended amendments at its 
November round of meetings.

7. How far advanced is the City of Belmont’s Submission to the WA Planning 
Commission Draft Land Use Plan for Land in the Vicinity of Perth Airport?

As per answer to question 6.
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Item 5.1.1 – Continued…

8. If the purpose of Council is to protect the rights of the Residents of the district, 
why has Council failed to advise Belmont residents about the Plan?

The document is effectively a WAPC responsibility, however some 1700 letters 
(dated 7th November) were sent to potentially affected landowners within the City.  
Council was not required to do this by the Planning Commission, but considered 
that the issue should be brought to the attention of the community, so that direct 
comment can be made by individuals on the WAPC’s measures proposed.

The City of Belmont was represented on the Working Group which that was 
directly involved in the Report on the Land Use Plan in the Vicinity of Perth 
Airport.  We are confident that this participation achieved a favourable outcome 
for residents of the City, bearing in mind that a balance needed to be reached 
with those residents from other Local Governments who also would be affected 
by aircraft noise.

5.1.2 Mr Paul Hitt, 14 McLachlan Way, Belmont

Mr Hitt asked the following questions at the Ordinary Council meeting held on 
Monday 28th October 2002, which were taken on notice.  Correspondence was 
forwarded to Mr Hitt on Thursday 7th November 2002, details below.

Council will be aware that the former Parry Field (Belmont International Baseball 
Stadium) land has been fenced and made inaccessible for the purposes of recreation 
and enjoyment since around 1996.  In more recent times the land has been used as 
a dump for industrial and household waste.

1. How do these apparent negligent actions accord with Council’s responsibilities 
as Trustees of the said land?

The former Belmont International Baseball Stadium site is not presently in an 
appropriate state to safely allow unrestricted access for recreation or any other public 
purpose.  The fence provides the necessary control of access and helps prevent 
dumping of rubbish on the site.

2. Will action be taken to remove the industrial and household waste from the 
site?

There is some waste concrete and a very small amount of other waste on the site.  
These will be removed as part of any future works on the site.
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5.2 QUESTIONS ON WHICH WRITTEN NOTICE HAS BEEN GIVEN PRIOR TO THE MEETING

5.2.1 Mr Paul Hitt, 14 McLachlan Way, Belmont

1. As Trustees of the former Parry Field land, is the City acting within the law and
in accord with their responsibilities by allowing the Trust land to degenerate 
into a tip site rather than ensuring the land is kept for “recreation and 
enjoyment only” as the Trust dictates.

The Chairman, Works and Technical Services Committee, Cr Godsell replied 
that in managing the Trust area, the City has facilitated the removal of large 
quantities of rubbish that had been historically dumped on the land.  On other 
areas where it has not been practical to remove the rubbish, the cover on that 
material has been increased.

Extensive landscaping and beautification has taken place and more is 
planned.  The small amount of surface rubbish within the old Belmont 
International Baseball Stadium site does not constitute degeneration of the 
area “into a tip site”.

2. Will the Council give a definite timeframe for the removal of the rubbish from
the site?

Cr Godsell advised that it is not possible to give a definite timeframe for future 
works on the Belmont International Baseball Stadium site, which will include 
the removal of the small amount of surface rubbish on that site.

3. As the site is effectively now being used as access for construction and
workers’ vehicles servicing the adjoining Ascot Cove development, who is 
responsible for any public liability claims in the event someone is involved in 
an accident or killed on the Trust land?  The situation appears to be inherently 
dangerous and uncontrolled at present.

Cr Godsell stated that much of the area of the Trust (which extends well 
outside of the Baseball Stadium area) is available for ready and uncontrolled 
access by the public.

The adjoining Ascot Cove development requires safe access for workers and 
service vehicles and this has been provided.  The provision of this access in 
itself does not constitute negligence.  In the event of an incident the 
circumstances surrounding that incident would determine if any liability 
prevailed and dependent on any negligence being proven, whether someone 
would be held responsible.  Council has however, as a result of negotiating 
access for the developer, received an indemnity from the developer noting 
Council on their insurance policy.
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5.2.2 Mr Rob Greenwood, 150 Coolgardie Avenue, Redcliffe

1.  Is Council aware of the Federal Government document ‘National Objectives and 
Targets for Biodiversity Conservation 2001 – 2005’ which states in item 1.1.4; ‘By 
2001 all jurisdictions will have controls in place that will have the effect of 
reducing the national net rate of Land Clearance to ZERO’?

The Chairman, Planning and Development Committee, Cr Richardson replied 
yes, however the dates referred to in the targets listed for 2001-2005 are 
indicative only and application of the targets will vary in time across the various 
jurisdictions.

2.  Is Council aware that the State Minister for Environment and Heritage Judy 
Edwards, signed the National Objectives Targets document dated June 2001 
(which means that those targets are now endorsed by this State)?

Cr Richardson replied, yes.

3.  Is Council aware of the WA Environment Protection Act Amendment Bill 2002 and 
the planning approvals now required under that Act before land clearing of any 
kind may be commenced within the District?

Cr Richardson advised – Yes, however approval to clear land is only required in 
respect of:
 Rural land of which there is none in the City of Belmont
 Bush Plan Sites 
 Bush Forever Sites

Where there is a subdivision or development approval in place or a Town 
Planning Scheme that has been assessed by the Environmental Protection 
Authority no further approvals are required.

In the case of Westralia Airports land, Federal legislation applies.

4.  Can Council assure residents that the aims and spirit of both Federal and State 
legislation referred to will now be fully implemented within the District and if so 
when, where and how?

Cr Richardson advised that to the very limited extent that the aims and spirit of 
both Federal and State apply to the City of Belmont, the Council will act 
appropriately.

Version: 1, Version Date: 21/11/2002
Document Set ID: 323133



OCM 11/11/02 Public Question Time

7
CONFIRMATION DATE:  25 NOVEMBER 2002

Item 5.2.2 – Continued…

5.  Which departments of Council will be affected and what changes will need to be 
made to Council operations for Council to conform to those abovementioned 
pieces of legislation?

Cr Richardson stated that environmental issues are generally reported to the 
Council through the Planning and Development Committee and at this point in 
time, it is not considered that there is any need to modify or change the way 
environmental issues are currently addressed by the City.

5.2.3 Michael J Ryan, 60 Riversdale Road, Rivervale

I refer to Item 11.1 Planning and Development Committee meeting held 21st October 
2002 in the Agenda for the OCM held 28th October 2002.

In Item 8.4.1 dealing with the proposed rezoning of the former Kewdale High School 
(Islamic College) site at page 52 under the heading Road Widths it states “short 
lengths of road width of 12m will function adequately.  12m wide roads that adjoin 
public open space and the College grounds will be acceptable”.

1. How is it possible, given the stated response above, that the 12m road reserve 
for Tanunda Way (formerly Hardey Park) can be seen, in anyway as being 
adequate given the potentially huge amount of traffic this road will be required 
to carry in the future.  A full explanation of Council’s rationalisation behind the 
Tanunda Way decision would be appreciated.

The Chairman, Planning and Development Committee, Cr Richardson replied 
that the proposed 12 metre wide roads in the Islamic College subdivision will 
carry some through traffic and must allow for on-road car parking.

The 12 metre wide Tanunda Way will provide for through traffic only.  All car 
parking is to be contained within the commercial or residential apartment lots.

2. By rezoning the former Kewdale High School site as a ‘Place of Public 
Assembly’ it would appear the only permitted uses for the site are Public 
Worship, Caretakers residence or Club rooms, any other uses are at the 
discretion of Council, including the College itself.

(a) Is my interpretation of the proposed zoning correct?

Cr Richardson replied, yes, to the extent that Table 1 of Town Planning Scheme 
No. 14 indicates, subject to the provisions of the Scheme, and the permissibility 
of uses in the various zones.
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Item 5.2.3 – Continued…

(b) Is there not a more appropriate zoning that could be placed over the
land, which would readily protect the rights of the surrounding 
residents?  Otherwise it seems Council runs the risk of creating the 
same type of parking and associated problems that have followed the 
approval of the Mosque in The Springs.

Cr Richardson advised that the rights of the surrounding residents would not be 
any better protected if the land was included in a different zone. The general 
provisions of the scheme and any conditions imposed by the Council in respect 
of the College’s use of the land will have to be complied with under the 
proposed “Places of Public Assembly” zoning.

The Place of Public Assembly classification specifically includes private 
schools.

Part 5 – Use and Development of Land specifically states that “no person shall 
commence or carry out any development without first having applied for and 
obtained the Planning Approval of the Council”.  For the purpose of obtaining 
Council’s approval the commencement or carrying out of the use of land, or the 
change of a use, is deemed to be development.”

Problems that have arisen in the past in respect of the Mosque in Malvern Road 
have no bearing on the proposed rezoning of the Islamic College site.

5.2.4 Mrs Pat Morgan, 3 Jennifer Way, Rossmoyne

I refer to the 19 November 2001 meeting of the Council when it adopted the final 
form of TPS 13 “The Springs” for Ministerial approval.  According to clause 10.8.3 of 
the current Scheme, TPS 14, my husband and I will be liable for costs incurred by 
Council for The Springs development on my property at 8 Malvern Road.  I ask:

1. How much money has Council expended on outside costs on The Springs
since 1992?

The Mayor advised that due to there being insufficient time to research the
answer, this question will need to be taken on notice.

2. How much money has Council expended on internal costs on The Springs
since 1992?

The Mayor advised that due to there being insufficient time to research the 
answer, this question will need to be taken on notice.
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Item 5.2.4 – Continued…

3. How much money has Council expended on outside costs since the final form
was adopted for Ministerial approval since 19 November 2001?

The Mayor advised that due to there being insufficient time to research the 
answer, this question will need to be taken on notice.

4. How much money has Council expended on internal costs since the final form
was adopted for Ministerial approval since 19 November 2001?

The Mayor advised that due to there being insufficient time to research the 
answer, this question will need to be taken on notice.

5. Why don’t costs expended in “The Springs” show up in expenditure on the
financial report for 2001-2002 and why don’t costs incurred, but to be clawed 
back under TPS 14 Section 10.8.3 show in a ‘suspense’ or other form of off-
set account?

The Mayor advised that due to there being insufficient time to research the 
answer, this question will need to be taken on notice.

6. What proportion of costs expended by Council in (1) to (4) above is to be
debited against so called ‘participating’ landowners in The Springs 
development?

The Mayor advised that due to there being insufficient time to research the 
answer, this question will need to be taken on notice.

5.2.5 Mr Bill Foy, 14 Hawksburn Road, Rivervale

I refer to the 19 November 2001 meeting of the Council when it adopted the final 
form of TPS 13 “The Springs” for Ministerial approval.  My mother and I made 
submissions and asked questions at meetings in regard to the Council approval of an 
Escort Agency opposite The Springs in May 2001.  The submissions and questions 
on amenity were dismissed.

I note that Council has subsequently amended TPS 14, amendment 18, effectively 
prohibiting sex related uses in all zones of the City with the exception of the industrial 
zone and I ask:

1. Why did the City allow the apparent re-opening of the Escort Agency opposite
The Springs with the attendant risks to children and loss of amenity in the 
area?

The Mayor advised that due to there being insufficient time to research the 
answer, this question will need to be taken on notice.
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Item 5.2.5 – Continued…

2. The Police are continually attending reports of crime in The Springs, is Council
aware of the soaring crime rate in The Springs?

The Mayor advised that due to there being insufficient time to research the 
answer, this question will need to be taken on notice.

3. Have the Police in Belmont or the Perth based Drug Squad been in contact
with the City in regard to the activities associated with the Escort Agency 
opposite The Springs?

The Mayor advised that due to there being insufficient time to research the 
answer, this question will need to be taken on notice.

4. If Council has been made aware of the problems, what action will the City of
Belmont take to protect the interests of residents and ratepayers?

The Mayor advised that due to there being insufficient time to research the 
answer, this question will need to be taken on notice.

5.2.6 Mr Peter Stewart, 275 Peet Road, Roleystone
 

I refer to the 19 November 2001 meeting of the Council when it adopted the final 
form of TPS 13 “The Springs” for Ministerial approval.  I also refer to the minutes of 
the OCM of 28 October 2002 at Item 15.1 – “Audit Summary”.  I ask that members 
reflect on the answers to the following questions to determine if they are prepared to 
accept the minutes of the OCM as a true and accurate record as per Agenda Item 6 
for this evening.  I ask:

1. According to the Local Government (Financial Management) regulations, 
at r.51, the CEO is required to sign the attestation required by Schedule 2, 
Form 1.  Why has the Director – Finance signed this form for the 2001-2002 
accounts?

The Mayor advised that due to there being insufficient time to research the 
answer, this question will need to be taken on notice.
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Item 5.2.6 – Continued…

2. Who is the author of Note 1(p), Significant Account Policies – Other, and I
quote:

“The City of Belmont is currently under formal investigation by the Department of
Local Government and Regional Development pursuant to Sections 8.3 and 8.4 of 
the Local Government Act 1995.  The City has provided a copy of the Terms of 
Reference to Council’s auditors and believes that the terms of reference do not cover 
any matters regarding financial management of the City or any matters that could 
impact on these Financial Statements”.

The Chief Executive Officer advised that the Director – Corporate Services 
was the author.

3. Was the auditor advised that the properties nominated in Term one and
relevant to Term three of the Reference are or were owned by the City, the 
CEO, a leading real estate agent in the City and closely associated persons of 
the CEO and City employees (within the meaning of the Act)?

The Chief Executive Officer advised, as outlined in the statement included in 
question (2) above, the Auditors were requested to contact the Department in 
regard to any issues relative to the Inquiry, and they did so.

4. Was the auditor advised that the firm appointed Springs Scheme Manager by
the City was nominated in Term two of the Reference?

The Chief Executive Officer advised that the response to question (3) prevails 
in regard to this question.

5. Was the auditor advised that payments were made by the City during the year
to the Scheme Manager, and further, were these payments not subject to the
Audit?

The Mayor advised that due to there being insufficient time to research the 
answer, this question will need to be taken on notice.

6. Was the auditor advised that payments were made by the City during the year
to its solicitors, McLeod and Company for services rendered in regard to the
Scheme and the Inquiry process, and further, were these payments not 
subject to Audit?

The Mayor advised that due to there being insufficient time to research the 
answer, this question will need to be taken on notice.
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Item 5.2.6 – Continued…

7. Will Councillors please consider the answers to questions one to five above
before considering acceptance of the minutes of the OCM of 28 October 2002 
and in their deliberations on the Annual Report of the City at the Meeting of 
Electors to be held on 27 November 2002?

The Chief Executive Officer advised that this is an ‘open question’ and it will 
therefore be up to Councillors to take this into account when considering the 
above issues.

5.2.7 Mr Ross O’Neil, 3 Clyde Street, South Perth
 

I refer to the 19 November 2001 meeting of the Council when it adopted the final 
form of TPS 13 “The Springs” for Ministerial approval.  I now ask:

1. Why has the Mayor not completed a response to my letter dated 28 August
2001 on behalf of Springs Landowners Group referring to the last meeting of 
the Council’s Springs Committee of 18 July 2001?

The Mayor advised that due to there being insufficient time to research the 
answer, this question will need to be taken on notice.

2. Why didn’t the Council’s Springs Committee meet to consider and determine
the re-advertised Scheme in 2001 as it considered and determined the 
advertised Scheme in 2000?  Why hasn’t it met since 18 July 2001?

The Mayor advised that due to there being insufficient time to research the 
answer, this question will need to be taken on notice.

3. Why has Council failed to acknowledge the 19 signatures and 26 property
addresses listed in the Springs Group submission rejecting the Scheme, or 
even contacted landowners over the past 12 months to let us know our fate in 
TPS 13?

The Mayor advised that due to there being insufficient time to research the 
answer, this question will need to be taken on notice.
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Item 5.2.7 – Continued…

4. Why is Council totally ignoring the wishes and advice from the majority of the
private landowners in the Scheme expressed in our submission by saying that 
we are a minority, and further, why haven’t West Ward Councillors returned 
our calls or bothered to contact us for the past 12 months?

The Chief Executive Officer advised that this is an issue for West Ward 
Councillors to note.
Note: Subsequent to the meeting, West Ward Councillors advised that they had not 
received any telephone calls from The Springs landholders that had not been 
responded to.

5. Why does the Council continue to specifically marginalise the majority
of the landowners in the Scheme by calling us a vocal minority in the Belmont 
Bulletin of Christmas 2001 and the following edition of the Belmont Bulletin in 
March 2002?

The Mayor advised that due to there being insufficient time to research the 
answer, this question will need to be taken on notice.

6. What is Council’s current plan for the vexatious Scheme 13, will we have to
read about our collective fates in the Christmas 2002 edition of the Belmont 
Bulletin?

The Mayor advised that due to there being insufficient time to research the 
answer, this question will need to be taken on notice.

5.2.8 Mr Mick Ryan, 60 Riversdale Road, Rivervale

I refer to the 19 November 2001 meeting of the Council when it adopted the final 
form of TPS 13 “The Springs” for Ministerial approval.  I continue to hold grave 
concerns with Council’s plans and procedures for my home and the local park lands, 
such application of the planning legislation by the City appears to be unlawful, that 
said, at Item 12.1 of tonight’s agenda, the City reconfirms its commitment to TPS 14 
Amendment 34 to effect the redevelopment and sale of part of the former Kewdale 
High School site owned by the Australian Islamic College and Midking Pty Ltd. My 
questions are:

1. Why did Council adopt Amendment 34 for advertising at the OCM of
28 October 2002 when the proposed zoning would only accommodate a 
Church, Mosque, Clubhouse or Cartaker’s residence.

The Director – Development, Mr Neville Deague, advised that the “Place of 
Public Assembly” zone specifically allows for a private school.  The use of 
“Educational Establishment” is one that Council can approve at its discretion in 
the “Place of Public Assembly” zone.
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Item 5.2.8 – Continued…

2. In the Public Open Space Strategy report of 1991 Council had plans for the
residential redevelopment of part of the site, has this strategy changed?  
Council’s argument appears to be that the City is a victim in the sale and 
rezoning process, how was the Public Open Space Strategy of 1991 
changed?

Mr Deague outlined that the decision of the Government to sell the former 
Kewdale Senior High School site has now brought about the need for a 
different approach to that recommended in Council’s 1991 Public Open Space 
Strategy Report on the High School (Item 2.7, page 26).

The 1991 report recommended that a portion of the High School site fronting 
Cohn Street, to a depth that would coincide with the prolongation of Corser 
Street, could be considered for residential use.  In accordance with the usual 
process, Council would have considered that recommendation having regard 
to the views of stakeholders.

The current owners of the former High School propose a residential use for a 
greater area than that shown in the 1991 report.

3. Given that the MRS Amendment 1028 dealing with the High School rezoning
was subject to a disallowance motion in the Legislative Assembly on 
7 November 2002; is it indeed proper and lawful for Council to be adopting 
Amendment 34 to TPS 14 when MRS 1028 is not law?

The Director – Development advised that there is no legal impediment to 
conducting the processes for an amendment to the MRS at the same time as 
an amendment to a local government town planning scheme.

4. Are motions passed on adopting a rezoning to the Kewdale High School when
MRS 1028 is pending in need of rescission, given that they may be ultra vires 
(please note).

Mr Deague reported that Council’s resolution in regard to proposed 
Amendment No. 34 initiates a process only.  The decision to allow advertising 
of the Amendment for public submissions will rest with the Western Australian 
Planning Commission.
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5.3 QUESTIONS FROM THE FLOOR

5.3.1. Mr William Elkes, 55 Riversdale Road, Rivervale

In regard to new Council security proposals at Item 8.5.2 of the Community and 
Executive Services Committee meeting minutes, will Councillors carefully consider 
opposing this proposal?

The Mayor advised that Councillors will consider the matter if it is withdrawn at Item 
11.2 tonight.

5.3.2 Mrs Brenda Whitely, 8 Gibbs Street, Rivervale

Mrs Whitely asked a question.  The Mayor requested her to repeat the question as 
he could not dissect the thrust of her question from the preamble provided.  
Mrs Whitely refused.

***8.11pm The Mayor advised that the period allotted for Question Time had
elapsed and asked if Council wished to extend the term.

***8.11pm BLAIR MOVED, TEASDALE SECONDED that Council extend Question 
Time by up to 10 minutes.

CARRIED 10 VOTES TO 0

5.3.3 Mr Paul Hitt, 14 McLachlan Way, Belmont

Can the Mayor please explain why there is a discrepancy in the Council minutes 
between the answer given at Item 5.3.4(2) in the minutes of 28 October 2002 and 
Item 5.1.2(2) of 11November 2002?

The Deputy Chief Executive Officer read the relevant answers and advised that there 
was no conflict between the two items.

***8.14pm As there were no further questions, the Mayor declared Public Question 
Time  closed.
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6. CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES

6.1 ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING
 HELD 28 OCTOBER 2002

OFFICER RECOMMENDATION

That the minutes of the Ordinary Council Meeting held on 28 October 2002, as 
printed and circulated to all Councillors, be confirmed as a true and accurate record.

RICHARDSON MOVED,  GODSELL SECONDED, that the minutes of the Ordinary 
Council Meeting held on 28 October 2002, as printed and circulated to all 
Councillors, be confirmed as a true and accurate record.

CARRIED 10 VOTES TO 0

7. QUESTIONS BY MEMBERS ON WHICH DUE NOTICE HAS BEEN GIVEN
(WITHOUT DISCUSSION)

Nil.
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8. PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS

8.1 MEMORIAL – MR BRAD DAVISON, 100 ST KILDA ROAD, RIVERVALE

Report by Acting Chief Executive Officer 

APPLICATION

To advise of a memorial received in relation to the Reserve at the corner of Campbell 
Street and St Kilda Road.

IS THIS PROPOSAL CONSISTENT WITH COUNCIL’S OPERATIONAL PLAN? N/A

BACKGROUND

A memorial from Mr Davison, addressed to the City’s Parks and Gardens Manager 
has been received and reads as follows:

“To whom it may concern, rate paying residents including myself of Rivervale, who use 
the park/thoroughfare on the corner of St Kilda Road and Campbell Street are concerned 
about the constant abuse of this land.  The park is used as a thoroughfare by children to 
access Tranby Primary School and adults alike to cut through from Acton Avenue.  I have 
on various occasions telephoned the Council to provide them with knowledge of broken 
glass, used syringes, dog excretion and general litter being left by members of our public 
with no respect for themselves, let alone others using the park.

I am constantly picking up rubbish and broken glass from this area whilst walking my dog.  
My dog cut its right front paw whilst using this park on 28th October 2002, the veterinary 
bill came in at $125.00.  I believe this could have been prevented.  I am aware the Council 
resources and staffing levels are to be kept to a budget, however, not at the expense of 
our children’s safety.  I believe that by installing rubbish bins at either end of the park will 
minimise littering providing they are emptied regularly. 

It also requires a Dog Poo collection bin with bags and the lighting changed to prevent 
junkies using the park to shoot up.  In addition, perhaps a security patrol of the area 
should be introduced.  Should a child or adult come to harm whilst using the public park a 
legal issue may arise under the Duty of Care Act.

Listed below are the signatures of various residents of St Kilda Road who are concerned 
for the safety of their children who use the park to attend school and for recreational 
purposes.  Please give this matter the urgent attention it deserves and in finishing, some 
positive feedback would be appreciated.”

13 residents have signed the memorial.
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Item 8.1.1 – Continued…

COMMENT

The petitioner has been advised that Council has arranged for a combined litter and 
dog litterbin to be placed at each end of this Reserve as suggested.  These bins will 
be maintained regularly as part of the City’s normal street litterbin collections.

In regards to the other issues, instructions have been issued to the Security Patrols 
to increase their patrols within that location.

OFFICER RECOMMENDATION

That the memorial be received and the action taken by Council’s officers be 
endorsed.

GODFREY MOVED,  DONEY SECONDED, that the memorial be received and the 
action taken by Council’s officers be endorsed.

CARRIED 10 VOTES TO 0

9. BUSINESS ADJOURNED FROM A PREVIOUS MEETING

Nil.

10. CORRESPONDENCE

10.1 LEAVE OF ABSENCE

Nil.

10.2 GENERAL

Nil.

10.3 LATE CORRESPONDENCE OF AN URGENT NATURE

Nil.
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11. REPORTS OF COMMITTEES

11.1 WORKS AND TECHNICAL SERVICES COMMITTEE MEETING
 HELD 4 NOVEMBER 2002 

Receipt of Minutes

GODSELL MOVED,  MARKS SECONDED, that the minutes of the Works and 
Technical Services Committee meeting held on 4 November 2002, as printed 
and circulated to all Councillors, be received.

CARRIED 10 VOTES TO 0

WITHDRAWN ITEMS

Item 8.1.2 was withdrawn at the request of Councillor Teasdale.
Item 8.2.2 was withdrawn at the request of Councillor Blair.

ADOPTION OF THE BALANCE OF THE REPORT

GODSELL MOVED,  MARKS SECONDED, that recommendation items 8.1.1, 
8.1.3, 8.1.4, 8.2.1, 8.2.3, 8.2.4 – 8.2.8, 8.4.1 – 8.4.4, 8.5.1 and 8.5.2 of the Works 
and Technical Services Committee meeting held on 4 November 2002, be 
adopted en bloc (i.e. with the exception of items 8.1.2 and 8.2.2).

CARRIED 10 VOTES TO 0

11.1.1 Withdrawn Item 8.1.2 – Removal of Street Tree Adjacent to 
 2 Mercato Court, Kewdale

TEASDALE MOVED,  POWELL SECONDED, that the Committee recommendation 
not be adopted and that the City of Belmont Streetscape Committee be instructed 
to review the Mercato Court ‘streetscape’.

CARRIED 10 VOTES TO 0

Reason:  To enable a more comprehensive review of the proposal, against 
the wider consideration of the adjoining streetscapes.
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Item 11.1 – Continued…

11.1.2 Withdrawn Item 8.2.2 – Traffic Speed in Frederick Street

BLAIR MOVED,  GODSELL SECONDED, that the Committee recommendation not 
be adopted and that in light of the fact that Frederick Street is a ‘distributor 
road’ –

1. The speed of traffic in Frederick Street be noted.

2. That as Frederick Street provides a local distributor function and that 85th

percentile speed of 63.0km/h is above the 50km/h limit that applies to the 
street and as a significant residential development is soon to be developed 
on the corner of Hardey Road and Frederick Street plus additional 
industrial buildings in between Daly and Belgravia Streets.  That funding 
for installation of traffic management devices be listed for consideration in 
the 2003-2004 budget.

CARRIED 8 VOTES TO 2

For:  Richardson, Doney,
Blair, Godsell

Marks, Passeri
Murfin, Teasdale

Against: Godfrey, Powell

11.2 COMMUNITY AND EXECUTIVE SERVICES COMMITTEE MEETING
 HELD 5 NOVEMBER 2002 

Receipt of Minutes

DONEY MOVED, POWELL SECONDED, that the minutes of the Administration 
and Community Services Committee meeting held on 5 November 2002, as 
printed and circulated to all Councillors, be received.

CARRIED 10 VOTES TO 0

WITHDRAWN ITEMS

Item 5.1 was withdrawn at the request of Councillor Godfrey.
Item 8.5.2 was withdrawn at the request of Councillor Teasdale.
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Item 11.2 – Continued…

ADOPTION OF THE BALANCE OF THE REPORT

DONEY MOVED, GODFREY SECONDED, that recommendation items 8.1.1, 8.1.2, 
8.2.1, 8.2.2, 8.3.1, 8.4.1 and 8.5.1 of the Community and Executive Services 
Committee meeting held on 5 November 2002, be adopted en bloc (i.e. with the 
exception of items 5.1 and 8.5.2).

CARRIED 10 VOTES TO 0

11.2.1 Withdrawn Item 5.1 – Confirmation of Minutes

GODFREY MOVED, MARKS SECONDED, that the Community and Executive 
Services Committee be asked to reconsider this motion at their December 
committee meeting.

CARRIED 10 VOTES TO 0

11.2.2 Withdrawn Item 8.5.2 – Council Meetings – Security Arrangements

TEASDALE MOVED,  MURFIN SECONDED, that the Committee recommendation 
not be adopted and that the matter be referred back to the ComEx Committee in 
the new year in order to allow further consideration to be given to the issue.

CARRIED 8 VOTES TO 2

For:  Richardson, Doney, 
Blair, Godsell

Marks, Godfrey
Murfin, Teasdale

Against: Powell, Passeri
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12. REPORTS OF OFFICERS

12.1 INFORMATION ONLY ITEMS

Report by Acting Chief Executive Officer 

APPLICATION

Council’s acknowledgment of receipt of information of general interest.

IS THIS PROPOSAL CONSISTENT WITH COUNCIL’S CORPORATE PLAN? YES
“Operational Plan O1/1(c) - To keep Councillors informed of relevant industry and officer 
activities, regular update reports be presented to the respective committees”.

BACKGROUND

This item relates to information circulated by the Acting Chief Executive Officer which 
may be of general interest to Councillors.

COMMENT

General information and memorandums:

DATED SUBJECT
28 October 2002 Annual Council Functions (Tabled at OCM 28/10/02)
28 October 2002 Annual Civic Dinner (Tabled at OCM 28/10/02)
28 October 2002 Bristile ‘Dolls House’ (Tabled at OCM 28/10/02)
1 November 2002 New Structures for Crime Prevention in Western Australia
1 November 2002 Islamic College – Proposed Amendment No. 34 to TPS 

Scheme No. 14 (Tabled at OCM 28/10/02)
1 November 2002 This Week at ALGA – 25 October 2002
1 November 2002 Local Government News: Issue No. 43.02 – 25 October 2002
1 November 2002 Confidentiality Lifted –Inquiry Issues
1 November 2002 WALGA Vacancies –

 Building Regulations Advisory Committee
 Impact of Combining Tourist and Permanent Residential 

Accommodation and the Impact of the Strata Titling of Tourist 
Accommodation Taskforce

 Peel Region Planning Committee
 WA Environmental Health Officers Professional Review Board
 Wetland Co-ordinating Committee

1 November 2002 McLeods – Client Bulletin
1 November 2002 2002 Belmont City Fair and Multicultural Festival
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Item 12.1 – Continued…

1 November 2002 Controlled Burn on Sunday 3 November 2002
1 November 2002 Local Government Sustainability Workshops
1 November 2002 Proposed Amendment No. 34 to TPS No. 14 – Islamic College 

and Location 4516 Cohn Street
1 November 2002 Staff Farewell – Chris Paton (Deputy Manager Building Svcs)
8 November 2002 Linking Councils and Communities – Edition 7
8 November 2002 This Week at ALGA – 1 November 2002
8 November 2002 Local Government News: Issue No. 44.02 – 1 November 2002
8 November 2002 Local Government News – Wednesday 6 November 2002
8 November 2002 Residential Design Codes

OFFICER RECOMMENDATION

That the information provided to all Councillors and listed in this “Information Only 
Items” report be noted and received.

GODSELL MOVED,  BLAIR SECONDED, that the information provided to all 
Councillors and listed in this “Information Only Items” report be noted and 
received.

CARRIED 10 VOTES TO 0
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13. REPORTS OF DELEGATES

13.1 CR G GODFREY – OPENING MIDLAND

On Sunday 3 November 2002, Cr Godfrey represented the City of Belmont at the 
special function to celebrate “Opening Midland”.

The celebration, held by the City of Swan, the Midland Redevelopment Authority and 
the Swan Chamber of Commerce was to recognise a number of significant events.

The Premier of Western Australia, Dr Geoff Gallop MLA was the guest speaker at the 
opening of the Midland Farmers Market.  This was followed by the official opening of 
celebrations in the Midland Town Hall.  Guests were then invited to join the street 
parade to the opening of Helena Street, Clayton Street and Yelverton Drive.  These 
new streets open up the land around the Midland Railway Workshop site.  The 
Railway Workshop was open to the public.

The function was well attended and organised.  Cr Godfrey recommend a visit to the 
area to view the improved streetscape and access to the Midland Centre.

MARKS MOVED,  RICHARDSON SECONDED, that the report of Cr Godfrey be 
noted and received.

CARRIED 10 VOTES TO 0

13.2 CR G GODFREY – BEST PRACTICE IN LOCAL GOVERNMENT AWARDS

Representing the City of Belmont, on Friday 8 November 2002, together with the 
Director – Corporate Services, Mr Stuart Cole, Cr Godfrey attended the Best Practice 
in Local Government Awards held at the Sheraton Perth Hotel.

For the “Belmont Bulletin” and the “Belmont Business Talk” the City of Belmont was a 
finalist in the “Achievement of Best Practice in Effective Communication”.  The winner 
of this section was the Shire of Broome.

The winner of the innovation category was the Shire of Irwin.  They have 
amalgamated their Library and the Tourist and Information Centre.  The overall 
winner for Local Government Best Practice in Leadership was the City of Fremantle.

Cr Godfrey thanked the officers responsible for submitting our application.  It was 
pleasing to note that many submissions by other local authorities were on programs 
already up and running in the City of Opportunity.
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Item 13.2 – Continued…

It was obvious from the presentations on the night that many hours of resources are 
required to submit entries.  Cr Godfrey looked forward to reading the detailed 
proposals of many of the submissions.

BLAIR MOVED, GODSELL SECONDED, that the report of Cr Godfrey be noted 
and received.

CARRIED 10 VOTES TO 0

13.3 CR G GODFREY – 2002 BELMONT CITY FAIR

As Chairman of the Resources and Policy Committee Cr Godfrey presented a 
preliminary report on the City Fair.  Scepticism was shown by some people on the 
new format of the 2002 City Fair.  However, Cr Godfrey was pleased to report that 
the Fair was a success.

Most Councillors and partners attended the Saturday food festival and concert.  The 
stage was set at an angle to create good natural viewing.  The weather was excellent 
and it was good to see so many children attending.

Sunday was another beautiful sunny day.  In the afternoon Cr Godfrey spoke with 
many stall holders who advised her that they were happy with the new format.

By the end of the Fair the workers were exhausted.  Cr Godfrey expressed her 
thanks to the Manager of Marketing and the City Fair team for taking on the 
challenge and a job well done.

The Mayor also presented his report on the City Fair at this juncture.

The Mayor reported that the City of Belmont Annual Fair was held on the 9th and 10th 
November 2002.  The Fair this year was run in a different format to previous years, 
this was agreed to try, following perusal of survey forms gathered from the public and 
stallholders at last year’s fair.  It was decided to commence the Fair with a 
multicultural food and entertainment festival, with over 20 food and beverage stalls 
starting a 4:00pm on the Saturday.  At 7:00pm Tod Johnston and the Mayor drew the 
Opportunity Card Raffle, the main prize being a Melbourne Weekender holiday.

Following this, participants enjoyed the World Class Steve Armstrong Mardi Gras and 
variety show including the Flirtettes and dancers and the fire breathing performing 
Flaming Idiots, a really top class show that encouraged and got participation by most 
of the younger generation and many of the older generation, it was a delight to be 
there, it was estimated that over 5,000 to 6,000 people attended the evening.
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Item 13.3 – Continued…

Immediately following Steve was the fireworks display, which started out slowly with a 
catherine wheel display and slowly grew into some very colourful sky rockets to a 
crescendo of brilliant and noisy fireworks.

On Sunday the fair proper started with a huge variety of stalls including Kids Corner, 
Café Strip, Education Arcade, Craft Parade, City of Opportunity Pavilion, General 
Grove, Library Marquee, Sideshows, Community Groups and Sporting Clubs.  There 
were also many spot prizes, Skate Park Competition, baby animal zoo, storytime 
sessions and others.

At Belmont Forum Shopping Centre was the Best Gardens competition presentations 
by Neville Passmore and an Auction of Appliances.

The Mayor outlined that in his opinion, the weekend was a great success and should 
have been enjoyed by all.  Special thanks must go to all of the sponsors, the 
stallholders, District Police, Belmont Security Patrol, City of Belmont Rangers, 
Belmont SES, staff at the City of Belmont and participating Councillors, also the staff 
who participated and helped during the course of the year.

Also a special mention to Lorraine Francis and Amy, their ‘sidekick’ Stuart, Terry our 
Faulkner Park guru and spare parts man and his crew, the City Fair Focus Group 
members, Cr Janet Powell, David Powell, Lorraine Passeri, Lynne Coops, Jill 
McIntosh, Wendy Parsons and as mentioned, Lorraine and Amy for their work 
throughout the year and over the weekend for a job well done.

Last but not least – thanks to all of our residents and their families for attending, this 
is for you to participate in and without you there is no Fair.

The Mayor concluded by stated that if he had missed thanking anyone, it is not 
intended, and once again thanked all who participated.

BLAIR MOVED, RICHARDSON SECONDED, that the reports of Councillors 
Godfrey and Passeri be noted and received.

CARRIED 10 VOTES TO 0
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13.4 CR P PASSERI – 2002 COUNCIL GENERAL ASSEMBLY – ALICE SPRINGS

The Mayor reported that together with Cr Blair he attended the National General 
Assembly of Local Government in Alice Springs, to which they travelled via bus 
through the Outback Highway, via Kalgoorlie, Leonora, Laverton, Warburton Mission, 
Giles, Docker River and Yulara, with the West Australian Local Government 
Association Study Tour to help promote this proposed Highway, in this year, the Year 
of the Outback.

Of the total 2,476kms travelled, 1,132kms were on corrugated, almost non-
maintained gravel or sand roads, through some of the most remote and desolate 
areas and desert in Western Australia and the Northern Territory.  They encountered 
many scrub and bush fires and dust storms whipped up by a fierce easterly wind in 
temperatures around the mid thirties.  However, the experience and the team 
building with the other WA delegates was something he was sure they will never 
forget.

During the long stretches of road, where road noise permitted, the Council 
representatives were given the opportunity to give a presentation to the delegates on 
the bus, about their municipalities, its size and facilities and any special features that 
were considered unique.  The Belmont delegates spoke about our City, the City of 
Opportunity strategy, our 11kms of river, the ‘Golden Mile’ and the close proximity to 
the CBD and how we were considered the hub of the Perth area transport system 
with the airport and national rail in our City, also that we boast to have about 11% of 
the overnight hotel/motel accommodation.  They also took the opportunity to speak 
about our membership in the Eastern Metropolitan Regional Council, its membership, 
what it did and how our City benefits from our participation.

The conference commenced with a welcome to Alice Springs ceremony on the 
Sunday evening, but because of our late arrival we were not able to fully enjoy the 
lavish ceremony and entertainment.

On Monday 4th November the conference was preceded by the International Council 
for Local Environmental Initiatives (ICLEI) breakfast meeting, held at 7.00am which 
we both attended on behalf of the City and were presented with Milestone Levels 2 
and 3, this demonstrates Council’s commitment to greenhouse gas reduction and the 
potential for Council to realise increased abatement achievement over a period of 
time.  We were also welcomed to Alice Springs by Mayor Fran Kilgariff.

At 8.30am the congress was welcomed by the Hon. Clare Martin MLA, Chief Minister 
of the Northern Territory, who also acknowledged the traditional occupants of the 
land.

The congress was officially opened by the Prime Minister, the Hon. John Howard, 
who also welcomed the over 900 registered local government delegates and 
acknowledged the good work that is done by local government throughout Australia.
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Item 13.4 – Continued…

Mr Howard was followed by the Leader of the Opposition, the Hon. Simon Crean, 
who also spoke about the three tiers of government and the challenges ahead.

The keynote address was given by General PJ Cosgrove, AC, MC, Chief of the 
Defence Force.  General Cosgrove spoke about leadership in both career and 
volunteer situations and gave examples of this during his military career in Vietnam 
and Timor, he also spoke about Australia’s involvement in the recent September 11, 
2001 and October 12, 2002 terrorist attack and bombing of America and Bali.  

General Cosgrove went on to speak about leaders in the community and singled out 
Local Members, he spoke very emotionally about the recent Moora (WA) flood 
disasters and the current drought and how the communities look to local government 
members for leadership in these times, even if they have been negative and critical in 
the past.

Other major speakers during the congress were:-

Mr Neville Roach, AO, Chairman of Fujitso Australia, having been head of the 
company since 1989.  He is a key player of the IT and Telecommunications Industry 
in Australia.  Neville has also served as Chairman of the Australian Industry 1994 to 
1998, Business (migration) Advisory Panel and the Council for Multicultural Australia.  
A very interesting paper, mainly on the past, present and future work promoting 
multiculturalism in Australia.

Mr Rick Farley, Managing Director of the Farley Consulting Group, which specialises 
in Land Use Agreements.  He is Chairman of the NSW Resources and Conservation 
Assessment Council, the Lake Victoria Advisory Committee, an Ambassador for 
Reconciliation and an Executive Member of the NSW Reconciliation Council.  He 
spoke about the Australia China Council and the Commission for the future.  Rural 
organisations such as the National Farmers Federation and the Cattlemen’s Union of 
Australia, and how he delivered one of the Barton Lectures for the Centenary of 
Federation in March of 2001.

There were many plenary sessions (resolutions) of the General Assembly where over 
100 motions were moved, debated and voted on during the three days.

The National Awards for Local Government were presented by the Hon. Wilson 
Tuckey MP, Federal Minister for Regional Services, Territories and Local 
Government.
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Item 13.4 – Continued…

There were also concurrent workshop sessions on the following issues:-

 Auslink and Roads to Recovery
 Diversity in Leadership
 e-Government
 Emergency Risk Management
 Johannesburg to Australia (report from the 2002 World Summit on Sustainable 

Development, phase 1)
 Local Government and Indigenous Australians.

The Federal Shadow Minister for Regional Services, Territories and Local 
Government, Gavan O’Connor MP, spoke about a future for local government under 
Labour.

The Can Do Community’s Awards were to be presented by the Hon. Amanda 
Vanstone but in her absence were presented by the Deputy Prime Minister, the Hon. 
John Anderson, Minister for Transport and Regional Services, who also gave a long 
talk on the value of Local Government Australia, its leadership and commitment to 
their communities and the residents of their communities.  He also officially closed 
the General Assembly for 2002.

The Mayor, on behalf of himself and Cr Blair, expressed thanks to Council for the 
opportunity to represent the City of Belmont at the 2002 Australian Local Government 
Association National Congress.

Cr Blair added that the Perth Mint is producing a bronze medallion that local 
governments can purchase for a small price to present to new Australian Citizens.  It 
is suggested that the Community and Executive Services Committee could consider 
this proposal.

RICHARDSON MOVED,  GODFREY SECONDED, that the report of Cr Passeri and 
Cr Blair be noted and received.

CARRIED 10 VOTES TO 0
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14. URGENT BUSINESS APPROVED BY THE PERSON PRESIDING OR BY 
DECISION

14.1 INQUIRY/FINANCIAL ISSUE

***9.08pm The Mayor advised that the Council will now be considering an urgent 
item and asked Councillors whether the matter needs to be dealt with 
behind closed doors.

***9.09pm

GODSELL MOVED,  MARKS SECONDED, that this item be deferred and dealt with 
at Item 15 of tonight’s agenda and in accordance with S.5.23(d), the meeting 
proceed behind closed doors to deal with this confidential item.

CARRIED 9 VOTES TO 1

For:  Richardson, Blair, Godsell
Marks, Godfrey

Murfin, Teasdale
 Powell, Passeri

Against:  Doney

***9.09pm The Mayor asked that gallery members depart the Chamber while 
Council deliberates on a confidential matter.

***9.10pm The meeting resumed with all Councillors and officers present.

15. MATTERS FOR WHICH MEETING MAY BE CLOSED

15.1 INQUIRY/FINANCIAL ISSUE
Circulated under separate cover.

***9.22pm The Chief Executive Officer read aloud the motion passed behind closed 
doors, namely –

GODFREY MOVED,  TEASDALE SECONDED, that in order ‘to provide for the 
good government of persons in the district’, and noting that the Inquiry has 
now lifted the confidentiality agreement (relative to the Inquiry questions), 
Council do everything in its power to ensure that the allegations are properly 
investigated and instruct the CEO to do everything in his power to ensure the 
allegations are thoroughly investigated and the outcome reported to Council as 
a matter of priority.

CARRIED 10 VOTES TO 0
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TEASDALE MOVED,  MARKS SECONDED, that the meeting again be open to the 
public and that the recommendation passed behind closed  doors be read.

CARRIED 10 VOTES TO 0

16. CLOSURE

There being no further business to discuss, the Mayor declared the meeting closed at 
9.22pm.
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