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MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING HELD IN THE CITY OF 
BELMONT CIVIC CENTRE, 215 WRIGHT STREET, CLOVERDALE ON MONDAY 
13 MARCH 2000, COMMENCING AT 7.31 PM

PRESENT

Cr P R Passeri, JP, Mayor West Ward
Cr M H Blair, Deputy Mayor Central Ward
Cr M M Bass East Ward
Cr P Marks East Ward
Cr G J Godfrey East Ward
Cr L M Coops Central Ward
Cr M C Godsell Central Ward
Cr A T Richardson, JP West Ward
Cr G Doney West Ward
Cr A P Murfin, OAM, JP South Ward
Cr D J Symonds South Ward
Cr R T Swann South Ward

IN ATTENDANCE

Mr N Hartley Acting Chief Executive Officer
Mr S Cole Director - Finance
Mr N Deague Director - Development
Mr P Varris Manager - Administrative Services
Mr D Harris Manager - Technical Services

MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC

There were 7 members of the public, and 1 member of the Press (Southern Gazette) 
present.

1. OFFICIAL OPENING

The Mayor opened the meeting and welcomed those in attendance.

2. APOLOGIES & LEAVE OF ABSENCE

2.1 APOLOGIES

Nil.

2.2 LEAVE OF ABSENCE

Nil.
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3. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Nil.

4. ANNOUNCEMENTS BY THE PRESIDING MEMBER
(WITHOUT DISCUSSION)

Nil.

5. PUBLIC QUESTION TIME

***7.32pm For the benefit of the public present the Chief Executive Officer stated 
the rules of Question Time.

5.1 RESPONSES TO QUESTIONS TAKEN ON NOTICE AT PREVIOUS MEETING
Nil.

5.2 QUESTIONS ON WHICH WRITTEN NOTICE HAS BEEN GIVEN PRIOR TO THE 
MEETING

5.2.1 Mr Rob Greenwood - 151 Coolgardie Avenue, Redcliffe

The Mayor advised that many of the 15 questions received were variations of the 
same subject and would be best answered in their respective groupings.

Airport Auction Yard

1. Is Council aware that the Westralia Airports Corporation has reneged on 
important elements of their agreement with residents of the 7th December 
1999 eg: (a)it now appears that approximately 20,000 sqm of the auction 
yard which they had promised to bituminise, to eliminate the dust problems to 
residents, will be left as unsealed roadbase; and

2. (b)  there has been no earth bund and buffer zone design proposal forwarded 
to residents for their input and discussion, (despite being promised ‘next 
week’ since the 8th November); and

3. (c) the southern fence of the auction yard was pulled up and shifted 5 metres 
closer to residents back fences today without any consultation with residents.

4. How do those Councillors who were present during negotiations, when those 
promises were made, now feel about how Westralia Airports Corporation has 
treated them and the residents’ committee?

The Mayor advised that he was not able to comment on the accuracy of the 
scenarios outlined above, however will investigate the matter and seek a response 
from the Westralia Airports Corporation.  He is not able to comment on question 4 
until the Westralia Airports Corporation has provided their response.
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Item 5.2.1 continued

5. Are Councillors aware that under EPA dust prevention guidelines the auction 
yard site scores 1080, (where a score over 800 is considered high risk), and 
that residents have been suffering continual dust problems since earthworks 
began in October?

The Mayor advised that he is not aware of the dust prevention guideline score for the 
auction yard site, however he understands that each time Council’s Environmental 
Health Officers have visited the area, water trucks have been on site to minimise 
dust.  Council will seek Department of Environmental Protection clarification on this 
matter.

6. Can the City of Belmont outline a course of action which it can take to ensure 
its residents are protected from dust generated by operations on the auction 
yard site?

7. What sanctions could the City of Belmont apply to Westralia Airports 
Corporation to force them to honour their agreements with residents and/or 
Council if Westralia Airports Corporation continue to hide behind the “shield 
of the crown” as an excuse for not complying with state and local government 
regulations?

The Mayor confirmed that in regard to the above two questions, the Westralia 
Airports Corporation does in fact have the “shield of the crown” and therefore Council 
has no power except the ability to negotiate with the Westralia Airports Corporation 
on behalf of the community.  Council will refer the matter of dust generation to the 
Department of Environmental Protection for comment.  In any event, Council’s 
Environmental Health Officers will continue to monitor the site for dust problems.

8. Has Council made the Federal Government aware that without a suitable 
mechanism to ensure compliance, that the promise made by Westralia 
Airports Corporation in the Airport Master Plan, that they will comply with 
those regulations, are deceiving to Councils and to residents?

Council has over the years lobbied the government of the day regarding airport 
issues such as the Master Plan.  Our position is that we would like to have the airport 
precinct under local government and other legislative controls.

Open Committee Meetings

1. Wouldn’t a trial period for open committees show electors that Council is 
being pro-active towards the motions passed at the Special Electors Meeting 
of the 14th December 1999?

2. Would a trial period allow Council to test whether the arguments for and 
against open committee meetings are valid, and whether committee 
meetings will satisfy the need for electors to be able to debate important 
issues with Council as and when they arise?
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Item 5.2.1 continued

3. Could Council consider giving open committee meetings a trial for a period of 
twelve months while Council’s investigation into the “no committees” system 
used by three of the 15 cities of the Perth Metropolitan area is conducted?

4. Could Council reconsider adopting the motions passed at the 14th December 
Special Electors Meeting and give those proposals a trial during the next 
twelve months to see how they operate in practice?

The Mayor advised that the questions raised are similar to those raised at the 
Ordinary Council Meeting held 14 February 2000.  The questions were satisfactorily 
answered at that time (ie, that Council would consider these matters when it 
reviewed its position).  The Mayor advised that the Department of Local Government 
is currently investigating Committee structures and in particular the use of “briefing 
sessions” and it would be wise to await the outcome of their report prior to 
deliberating on the matter further.

Henderson Avenue Closure Proposal

1. Could Council advise if it has been able to find a way of keeping the section 
of Henderson Avenue presently under Council control permanently closed to 
vehicular traffic, while remaining vested in the City of Belmont?

2. Is it possible that the end result of closure of all of that section of Henderson 
Avenue may be that it could be purchased by adjoining landowners and lost 
as part of the vital parkland buffer between residential and airport land uses?

3. Are Councillors aware that local residents would prefer to see Council retain 
control of this section of Henderson Avenue and have it turned into a park 
which would form part of the buffer needed between the two conflicting uses?

The Acting Chief Executive Officer advised that the above issues are the subject of a 
report presently being prepared which is to be referred to the Works and Technical 
Services Committee.  Methods of closing Henderson Avenue, providing buffer strips 
and resident preferences will form part of Council’s consultation process.

5.3 QUESTIONS FROM THE FLOOR

Nil.

***7.39pm As there were no further questions, the Mayor declared Public Question 
Time closed.
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6. CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES

6.1 ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING HELD 28 FEBRUARY 2000

GODSELL MOVED, SYMONDS SECONDED, that the minutes of the Ordinary 
Council Meeting held on 28 February 2000, as printed and circulated to all 
Councillors, be confirmed as a true and accurate record.

CARRIED 12 VOTES TO 0

7. QUESTIONS BY MEMBERS ON WHICH DUE NOTICE HAS BEEN GIVEN
(WITHOUT DISCUSSION)

Nil.

8. PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS

Nil.

9. MOTIONS OF WHICH PREVIOUS NOTICE HAS BEEN GIVEN

Nil.

10. BUSINESS ADJOURNED FROM A PREVIOUS MEETING

Nil.
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11. CORRESPONDENCE

11.1 LEAVE OF ABSENCE
CON/17

11.1.1 Cr Godsell - Leave Of Absence

Report by Acting Chief Executive Officer.

APPLICATION

To advise Council of correspondence received from Councillor Godsell requesting 
leave of absence from 28 March to 9 May 2000, inclusive.

BACKGROUND

Councillor Godsell has requested leave of absence from all Council and Committee 
meetings for the period 28 March to 9 May 2000, inclusive.

COMMENT

Nil.

BLAIR MOVED,  COOPS SECONDED, that Councillor Godsell be granted leave 
of absence from all Council and Committee meetings for the period 28 March to 
9 May 2000, inclusive.

CARRIED 12 VOTES TO 0

11.2 GENERAL

Nil.

11.3 LATE CORRESPONDENCE OF AN URGENT NATURE

Nil.
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12. REPORTS OF COMMITTEES

12.1 ADMINISTRATION AND COMMUNITY SERVICES COMMITTEE MEETING HELD 
7 MARCH 2000 

Receipt of Minutes

DONEY MOVED,  RICHARDSON SECONDED, that the minutes of the 
Administration and Community Services Committee meeting held on 7 March 
2000, as printed and circulated to all Councillors, be received.

CARRIED 12 VOTES TO 0

WITHDRAWN ITEMS

Item 8.1.1 was withdrawn by Councillor Godfrey.
Item 8.1.2 was withdrawn by Councillor Symonds.

ADOPTION OF THE BALANCE OF THE REPORT

DONEY MOVED,  MURFIN SECONDED, that recommendation items 5.1, 8.1.3-
8.1.7, 8.2.1-8.2.3 and 8.4.1-8.4.4 of the Administration and Community Services 
Committee meeting held on 7 March 2000, be adopted (i.e. with the exception of 
items 8.1.1 and 8.1.2).

CARRIED 12 VOTES TO 0

Withdrawn Item 8.1.1 Manager Administrative Services - Monthly Report

Councillor Godfrey wished to add a fourth part to the recommendation.  The Mayor 
suggested that Council consider the issues in two parts, firstly the current 
recommendation, and secondly Councillor Godfrey’s additional point.

GODFREY MOVED,  GODSELL SECONDED, that 

1. The Manager Administrative Services Report for February 2000 be 
received and noted.

2. That Council purchases the artwork “Last Rays” by Phillip Doncon for 
$400 and the funds are sourced from account 215.00.0.263 – Cultural 
Development.

3. That Council endorse the following membership of the City Fair Focus 
Group as elected at their Annual General Meeting held 24 February 
2000:

 Mr Rob Godsell
 Mrs Lorraine Passeri
 Mrs Jill McIntosh
 Mrs Jackie Godsell
 Mr Walter Greaves

 Mr David Powell
 Mr John Fuller
 Mrs Diane Godsell
 Mrs Jeanette Westlake

CARRIED 12 VOTES TO 0
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Item 12.1 continued

GODFREY MOVED,  GODSELL SECONDED, that the Redcliffe Park Community 
Centre sign on the facade of the building be modified from lower case to title 
case (ie, so as to read “Redcliffe Park Community Centre”).

CARRIED 7 VOTES TO 5

For:  Passeri, Godfrey, Godsell, Swann, Murfin, Bass, Marks
Against:  Doney, Richardson, Blair, Coops, Symonds

Withdrawn Item 8.1.2  Local Government Statutory Compliance Return

Note: The Acting Chief Executive Officer read aloud to the Council meeting the 
"Joint Certification by the Mayor and Chief Executive Officer" on page 26 of 
the Local Government Statutory Compliance Return (01.01.99 - 31.12.99).

RICHARDSON MOVED,  DONEY SECONDED, that the Committee 
Recommendation be adopted without amendment or modification.

CARRIED 12 VOTES TO 0
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12.2 PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE MEETING HELD 7 MARCH 2000 

Receipt of Minutes

SWANN MOVED,  SYMONDS SECONDED, that the minutes of the Planning and 
Development Committee meeting held on 7 March 2000, as printed and 
circulated to all Councillors, be received.

CARRIED 12 VOTES TO  0

WITHDRAWN ITEMS

Item 8.7.2 was withdrawn by Councillor Godfrey.
Item 8.7.4 was withdrawn by Councillor Symonds.

ADOPTION OF THE BALANCE OF THE REPORT

BLAIR MOVED,  COOPS SECONDED, that recommendation items 5.1, 7.0, 8.1.1-
8.1.3, 8.2.1-8.2.5, 8.3.1-8.3.2, 8.4.1-8.4.2, 8.6.1-8.6.2, 8.7.1, 8.7.3, 8.7.5-8.7.9 and 
9.1 of the Planning and Development Committee meeting held on 7 March 2000, 
be adopted (i.e. with the exception of items 8.7.2 and 8.7.4).

CARRIED 12 VOTES TO  0

Withdrawn Item 8.7.2 Future Commercial Development - Tomato Lake

GODFREY MOVED,  SWANN SECONDED, that the Committee recommendation 
be amended to read:

1. Council endorse the concept drawing of the Tomato Lake 
restaurant/kiosk facility;

2. Council proceed with the draft documentation for an “Expression of 
Interest” to be presented to the Planning and Development Committee 
meeting to be held on 2 May 2000; and

3. Consideration be given to incorporate current environmental and energy 
efficient design aspects into the facility (ie, solar power, use of lighting 
etc).

CARRIED 12 VOTES TO 0
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Item 12.2 continued

Withdrawn Item 8.7.4 Proposed Subdivision of Former Whiteside Primary 
School

SYMONDS MOVED,  MURFIN SECONDED, that the Committee recommendation 
be amended to read:  

1. The Ministry for Planning be advised that Council would be prepared to 
support the provision of 10% of Public Open Space.

2. The Commission and applicant be advised that Council expects the 
subdivision to comply with the Residential R20 requirements, and that 
the open space is to be development to a high standard.

For:  Symonds, Murfin, Godfrey, Godsell, Bass, Coops
Against:  Passeri, Blair, Doney, Swann, Richardson, Marks

In accordance with Section 5.21(3) of the Local Government Act the Mayor chose to 
use his right to lodge a casting vote and voted against the motion.  The motion was 
therefore:

LOST 6 VOTES TO 7

DONEY MOVED,  RICHARDSON SECONDED, that the Committee 
Recommendation be adopted without amendment or modification.

For:  Passeri, Blair, Doney, Swann, Richardson, Marks
Against:  Symonds, Murfin, Godfrey, Godsell, Bass, Coops

In accordance with Section 5.21(3) of the Local Government Act the Mayor chose to 
use his right to lodge a casting vote and voted in favour of the motion.  The motion 
was therefore:

CARRIED 7 VOTES TO 6
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13. REPORTS OF OFFICERS

13.1 INFORMATION ONLY ITEMS

Report by Acting Chief Executive Officer 

APPLICATION

Council’s acknowledgment of receipt of information of general interest.

IS THIS PROPOSAL CONSISTENT WITH COUNCIL’S CORPORATE PLAN? YES
“Operational Plan O1/1(c) - To keep Councillors informed of relevant industry and officer 
activities, regular update reports be presented to the respective committees”.

BACKGROUND

This item relates to information circulated by the Acting Chief Executive Officer which 
may be of general interest to Councillors.

COMMENT

General information and memorandums:

DATED SUBJECT
01/03/00 Special Planning and Development Committee Meeting - 

Wednesday 8 March 2000
10/03/00 Email Contact for Staff
10/03/00 Oasis Leisure Centre
10/03/00 Business Cards

Councillor Information Items circulated on the 3 March 2000: 

13.1.1 WAMA Week Issue 8.00 - 25 February 2000

Councillor Information Items circulated on the 10 March 2000: 

13.1.2 WAMA Week Issue 9.00 - 3 March 2000

13.1.3 Utility Providers: Code of Practice for Western Australia - A copy of 
this document is available for viewing in the Councillors’ Office.

13.1.4 Letter from the Office of the Premier - Assurance that the 
government will not be siting a motor sport complex in Forrestfield.

RICHARDSON MOVED,  GODSELL SECONDED, that the information provided to 
all Councillors and listed in this “Information Only Items” report be noted and 
received.

CARRIED 12 VOTES TO 0
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14. REPORTS OF DELEGATES

14.1 COUNCILLOR GODFREY - CLEAN UP AUSTRALIA DAY

Councillor Godfrey reported on Clean Up Australia Day held 4-5 March 2000, as 
follows:

“The event this year has been very successful.  The Water Corporation 
supplied bottled water and Supa Valu Belmont made a donation towards 
the cost.  

Several of the regular small groups cleaned up isolated sites.  Belmay Pre-
primary and the Primary School participated.  A community group of 60 
people collected 65 bags of rubbish from the road verge on Tonkin 
Highway at the Redcliffe Bridge.  This group was made up of the Belmont 
Rotary, State Emergency Service cadets and the Fire Services.

I thank the City of Belmont for supporting this event and supplying safety 
vests etc.  Also for collecting the litter bags.”

SYMONDS MOVED,  MURFIN SECONDED, that Councillor Godfrey’s report on 
Clean Up Australia Day be received and noted.

CARRIED 12 VOTES TO 0

14.2 COUNCILLOR PASSERI - MEETING WITH HON NICK GRIFFITHS MLC

Councillor Passeri reported on a meeting with Hon Nick Griffiths, MLC as follows:

“Councillors, as per resolution of Council/Planning & Development 
Committee PDC 08/02/00 OCM 14/02/00:

That the Mayor, the Deputy Mayor and Chief Executive Officer arrange 
a meeting with the Hon. Nick Griffiths, MLC to discuss the proposed 
Prostitution Legislation.

A meeting was arranged.  The meeting was held in my office on Thursday 
9 March with the Hon. Nick Griffiths MLC, myself the Deputy Mayor - 
Councillor Marion Blair, Acting Chief Executive Officer - Neil Hartley and at 
the Mayor’s request, the Director - Development - Neville Deague.

Mr Griffiths explained it was untrue that he was responsible for the 
Prostitution Bill not proceeding as was suggested by the Minister for 
Police, Hon Kevin Prince.  In fact, Mr Griffiths said that he had approved 
many of the sections of the Bill that were being opposed by the “Greens” 
etc.  
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Item 14.2 continued

He suggested that Council should peruse the proposed Bill in its original 
and amended forms, including the amendments put forward by himself.

Mr Griffiths will ensure that the City of Belmont receives a copy of the 
above - he was surprised that a copy had not been made available by the 
Minister.

After questions by the Mayor and Deputy Mayor, Mr Griffiths will also seek 
to obtain for Council from the Shadow Minister for Police, Michelle 
Roberts, a copy of the ALP’s stance on Prostitution should they win the 
next election.”

GODSELL MOVED,  COOPS SECONDED, that Councillor Passeri’s report on a 
meeting with the Hon Nick Griffiths, MLA be received and noted.

CARRIED 12 VOTES TO 0

15. URGENT BUSINESS APPROVED BY THE PERSON PRESIDING OR BY 
DECISION

Nil.

16. NOTICE OF MOTIONS FOR CONSIDERATION AT THE NEXT MEETING

Nil.

17. MATTERS BEHIND CLOSED DOORS

Nil.

18. CLOSURE

The Mayor declared the meeting closed at 8.25pm.
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