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CONFIRMATION DATE:  28 February 2000

MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING HELD IN THE CITY OF 
BELMONT CIVIC CENTRE, 215 WRIGHT STREET, CLOVERDALE ON MONDAY 
14 FEBRUARY 2000, COMMENCING AT 7.38PM

PRESENT

Cr P R Passeri, JP, Mayor West Ward
Cr M H Blair, Deputy Mayor Central Ward
Cr M M Bass East Ward
Cr P Marks East Ward
Cr G J Godfrey East Ward
Cr L M Coops Central Ward
Cr M C Godsell Central Ward
Cr A T Richardson, JP West Ward
Cr G Doney West Ward
Cr A P Murfin, OAM, JP South Ward
Cr D J Symonds South Ward
Cr R T Swann South Ward

IN ATTENDANCE

Mr B Genoni Chief Executive Officer
Mr P Varris Director - Administration and Community Services
Mr S Cole Director - Finance
Mr R Lutey Director - Engineering
Mr N Deague Director - Development
Mr A Reed Senior Ranger

MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC

There were 15 members of the public, and no member of the Press present.

1. OFFICIAL OPENING

2. APOLOGIES & LEAVE OF ABSENCE

2.1 APOLOGIES

Nil.

2.2 LEAVE OF ABSENCE

Nil.
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3. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

In accordance with the City of Belmont’s Code of Conduct, Councillor Doney 
declared an interest that could give rise to a reasonable belief that his impartiality 
may be adversely affected.  The interest is in Item 8.1.9 of the Administration and 
Community Services Committee meeting minutes dated 7 February 2000.  The 
nature of the interest being his membership of the Belmont Sub Branch of the RSL.

4. ANNOUNCEMENTS BY THE PRESIDING MEMBER
(WITHOUT DISCUSSION)

The Mayor advised that apart from today being Valentine’s Day, it is also Councillor 
Symonds birthday.  Those present wished Councillor Symonds well with a rendition 
of “Happy Birthday”.

5. PUBLIC QUESTION TIME

***7.40pm For the benefit of the public present the Chief Executive Officer stated 
the rules of Question Time.

5.1 RESPONSES TO QUESTIONS TAKEN ON NOTICE AT PREVIOUS MEETING

Nil.

5.2 QUESTIONS ON WHICH WRITTEN NOTICE HAS BEEN GIVEN PRIOR TO THE 

MEETING

5.2.1 Mr Rob Greenwood - 151 Coolgardie Avenue, Redcliffe

1. Bearing in mind the constant requests during 1999 for the City to open its 
committee meetings to allow the electors of Belmont to attend; and noting that 
there were twice as many electors at the Special Electors meeting of 14 
December to discuss this single issue, as were present for the Belmont Annual 
Meeting of Electors held on 24 November 1999, is it fair to say that having 
Committee Meetings open to the electors to attend, is important to the Electors of 
Belmont?

The Chief Executive Officer advised it may well be important to some electors but it 
needs to be noted that substantially less than half of one percent of Belmont electors 
have so far indicated their interest in the issue to Council.
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Item 5.2.1 continued

2. Rather than negate the motions passed at the Special Electors Meeting of 14 
December by adopting the ‘alternative recommendations’ put to the Ordinary 
Council Meeting of 20 December, why not adopt the motions passed at the 14 
December Special Electors Meeting and give them a trial during the next twelve 
months to give them a go?

The Chief Executive Officer advised no doubt Council will consider the various 
options including the issues raised by Mr Greenwood when they again consider this 
matter.

3. Item 2 of the ‘alternative recommendations’ states that ‘all of the issues have 
been researched on two previous occasions during 1999’ but then goes on in item 
5 to suggest that ‘in the new year Council Officers investigate the system of No 
Committees used by Canning and Swan’.  What investigation if any, of the ‘No 
Committees’ system used by 3 of the 15 Cities of Perth, has so far been 
conducted by Council?

The Chief Executive Officer advised that investigations of several local authorities 
have already occurred and more investigations are in progress as we work towards 
preparing the requested report.

4. Surely it would be preferable for the City of Opportunity to trial open committees 
as outlined the Local Government Act and recommended by the Wanneroo Inc 
Royal Commission and used successfully by 12 of the 15 cities in the Perth 
Metropolitan Area, in some for up to 10 years?

The Chief Executive Officer advised that his comments in question 2 above, covers 
this answer.

5.3 QUESTIONS FROM THE FLOOR

5.3.1 Mrs Janet Powell - 62 Treave Street, Cloverdale

1. Has Council considered electronically recording full Council Meetings?  This 
would serve as a safeguard for Council and staff as there could be dispute 
needing legal clarification and Council would then have an accurate record to call 
on.

The Mayor advised that this matter has been before Council on several occasions 
and Council has not pursued it due to Councillors not having Parliamentary Privilege 
in addition to which Council was very satisfied with the current minute taking process 
which resulted in accurate and comprehensive minutes.
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Item 5.3.1 continued

2. If a resident has a concern regarding the accuracy of the minutes is there a 
procedure they need to follow?

The Chief Executive Officer advised that Public Question Time at the following 
meeting is an appropriate venue to raise a concern, however he noted that in his long 
association with the City there has been very little inaccuracy in the recording of the 
minutes and any adjustments have been of a very minor nature.

3. Only recently has the public taken a greater interest in Council Meetings and 
therefore there is an increased opportunity for a perception of the minutes being 
inaccurate.

The Mayor advised that interest in Council Meetings has increased and waned 
depending on the issues before it and he has seen just as much interest, if not more, 
at other times throughout his period as a Councillor.

5.3.2 Mr Rob Greenwood - 151 Coolgardie Avenue, Redcliffe

In respect to “Questions on Which Written Notice has been Given Prior to the 
Meeting”, where are his eight questions (raised at the Council meeting of 20 
December 1999) and Council’s answers recorded as he could not locate them in the 
library or gallery copy of the minutes.

The Mayor advised that they are recorded on pages 3 and 4 (Item 5.2.1) in the 
minutes of the Ordinary Council Meeting of 20 December 1999.

***7.50pm As there were no further questions, the Mayor declared Public Question 
Time closed.

6. CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES

6.1 ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING HELD 20TH DECEMBER 1999

GODSELL MOVED, DONEY SECONDED, that the minutes of the Ordinary Council 
Meeting held on 20 December 1999, as printed and circulated to all Councillors, 
be confirmed as a true and accurate record.

CARRIED 12 VOTES TO 0

7. QUESTIONS BY MEMBERS ON WHICH DUE NOTICE HAS BEEN GIVEN
(WITHOUT DISCUSSION)

Nil.
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8. PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS

RDS/18  P/KOO

8.1 CLOSURE OF PEDESTRIAN ACCESSWAY BETWEEN KOOYONG AND SURREY 

ROADS, KEWDALE 

Report by Chief Executive Officer 

APPLICATION

A petition has been received requesting Council to formally action the closure of the 
pedestrian accessway between Kooyong and Surrey Roads, Kewdale.

IS THIS PROPOSAL CONSISTENT WITH COUNCIL’S OPERATIONAL PLAN? N/A

BACKGROUND

A petition has been received requesting Council to formally action the closure of the 
pedestrian accessway between Kooyong and Surrey Roads, Kewdale.  The petition 
reads as follows:

“We, the undersigned, request the City of Belmont to formally bring about 
the closure of the Pedestrian Accessway running between Kooyong and 
Surrey Roads, Kewdale.

The main reason for petitioning the closure of this PAW is for security of 
residents in Ruan Place, and in particular, those residents with common 
boundaries with this PAW.

During the past several years, this PAW has been used almost exclusively 
by people traversing from other areas outside of its vicinity and who have 
other close-by roads to reach their intended destinations.”

The petition is signed by 20 residents.

COMMENT

Nil.

RICHARDSON MOVED,  SYMONDS SECONDED, that the matter be referred to 
the Works and Technical Services Committee for its consideration.

CARRIED 12 VOTES TO 0
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9. MOTIONS OF WHICH PREVIOUS NOTICE HAS BEEN GIVEN

Councillor Godsell gave notice of the following motion at the 20 December 1999 
Ordinary Council Meeting:

“That Council form a small working group to consider:

That the area of Kewdale bounded by the following -

 Orrong Road
 Sydenham Street
 Belmont Avenue
 Leach Highway

being the residential component of Kewdale in the City of Belmont, be 
renamed to excise the area from (the heavy industrial) Kewdale area;

OR

Alternative, rename the Kewdale heavy industrial area (ie, east of Leach 
Highway).”

Councillor Godsell advised that he would like to withdraw the motion.

10. BUSINESS ADJOURNED FROM A PREVIOUS MEETING

Nil.

11. CORRESPONDENCE

11.1 LEAVE OF ABSENCE

Nil.
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11.2 GENERAL

11.2.1 Hon Derrick Tomlinson, MLC - Proposed Motor Sport Complex Siting

Report by Chief Executive Officer 

APPLICATION

To advise Council of a letter received from Hon Derrick Tomlinson, MLC regarding 
the proposed motorsport complex and its possible siting in Forrestfield.

BACKGROUND

A letter has been received from the Hon Derrick Tomlinson MLC enclosing a copy of 
his correspondence to the Premier stating his strong opposition to the siting of a 
motorsport complex in Forrestfield.  The letter to Council reads:

“Please find enclosed, copy of a letter I wrote to the Premier regarding the 
proposed motorsport complex siting.

I took the liberty of referring to your authority.  I hope you support me in 
this.”

COMMENT

Council has long opposed the siting of a motorsport complex in the Forrestfield / 
Kewdale Industrial area and the support of a the Hon Derrick Tomlinson, MLC is both 
timely and welcomed.

SYMONDS MOVED,  GODFREY SECONDED, that:

1. Council accept the support of the Hon Derrick Tomlinson MLC in opposing 
the siting of a motorsport complex in the Forrestfield/Kewdale Industrial area 
and respond with thanks for his prompt and decisive action in this matter;

2. A letter be written to the Premier re-affirming Council’s opposition to the 
siting of the motorsport complex in the Forrestfield/Kewdale Industrial area.

CARRIED 12 VOTES TO 0

11.3 LATE CORRESPONDENCE OF AN URGENT NATURE

Nil.
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12. REPORTS OF COMMITTEES

12.1 ADMINISTRATION AND COMMUNITY SERVICES COMMITTEE MEETING HELD 

7 FEBRUARY 2000

Receipt of Minutes

COOPS MOVED,  DONEY SECONDED, that the minutes of the Administration 
and Community Services Committee meeting held on 7 February 2000, as 
printed and circulated to all Councillors, be received.

CARRIED 12 VOTES TO 0

ADOPTION OF THE REPORT

DONEY MOVED,  GODFREY SECONDED, that recommendation items 5.1, 7.0, 
8.1.1-8.1.10, 8.2.1-8.2.3, 8.3.1 and 8.4.1-8.4.3 of the Administration and 
Community Services Committee meeting held on 7 February 2000, be adopted.

CARRIED 12 VOTES TO 0

NOTE: Item 8.1.6 required and received an absolute majority of Council.
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12.2 PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE MEETING HELD 8 FEBRUARY 2000

Receipt of Minutes

SWANN MOVED,  GODSELL SECONDED, that the minutes of the Planning and 
Development Committee meeting held on 8 February 2000, as printed and 
circulated to all Councillors, be received.

CARRIED 12 VOTES TO 0

WITHDRAWN ITEMS

Item 8.6.4 was withdrawn by Councillor Blair.

ADOPTION OF THE BALANCE OF THE REPORT

SWANN MOVED,  MURFIN SECONDED, that recommendation items 5.1, 7.0, 
8.1.1-8.1.2, 8.2.1-8.2.3, 8.3.1, 8.4.1-8.4.4, 8.5.1, 8.6.1-8.6.3, 8.6.5, 8.6.6, 8.7.1-
8.7.11 and 9.1.1 of the Planning and Development Committee meeting held on 8 
February 2000, be adopted (i.e. with the exception of items 8.6.4).

CARRIED 12 VOTES TO 0

Withdrawn Item 8.6.4 Lot 100 (307-311) Great Eastern Highway, Redcliffe -
Proposed Ten Pin Bowling Centre

BLAIR MOVED,  MARKS SECONDED, that the Committee recommendation be 
amended to include a point 14:

“14. That the applicant be required to prepare a study on the traffic 
and parking requirements of the site.”

CARRIED 12 VOTES TO 0

NOTE: Item 8.6.1 required and received an absolute majority of Council.
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13. REPORTS OF OFFICERS

13.1 INFORMATION ONLY ITEMS

Report by Chief Executive Officer 

APPLICATION

Council’s acknowledgment of receipt of information of general interest.

IS THIS PROPOSAL CONSISTENT WITH COUNCIL’S CORPORATE PLAN? YES

“Operational Plan O1/1(c) - To keep Councillors informed of relevant industry and officer 
activities, regular update reports be presented to the respective committees”.

BACKGROUND

This item relates to information circulated by the Chief Executive Officer which may 
be of general interest to Councillors

COMMENT

General information and memorandums:

DATED SUBJECT
10/12/99 Item 8.6.1 PDC - New Additions to Bel Eyre Motel
23/12/99 Rhonda Parker MLA
5/1/00 City of Belmont Market Research Report
17/1/00 Town Planning Scheme No. 14
28/1/00 Hire and Drive Application - Houseboats - Causeway to Middle 

Swan Bridge, Swan River
10/02/00 Neighbourhood Watch
11/02/00 Motor Show

Councillor Information Items circulated on the 23 December 1999: 

13.1.1 WAMA Week Issue 50.99 - 17 December 1999

Councillor Information Items circulated on the 7 January 2000: 

13.1.2 WAMA Week Issue 51.99 - 24 December 2000

Councillor Information Items circulated on the 14 January 2000: 

13.1.3 WAMA Week Issue 1.00 - 7 January 2000 
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Item 13.1 continued

Councillor Information Items circulated on the 21/1/00: 

13.1.4 WAMA Week Issue 2.00 - 14 January 2000 

Councillor Information Items circulated on the 28 January 2000: 

13.1.5 WAMA Week Issue 3.00 - 21 January 2000 
13.1.6 WAMA Vacancy for Member Department of Land Administration (DOLA) 

Customer Service Council
13.1.7 WAMA Vacancy for Member - Fire and Emergency Services Authority 

Board (Panel of 3 Names)

Councillor Information Items circulated on the 4 February 2000: 

13.1.8 WAMA Week Issue 4.00 - 28 January 2000

Councillor Information Items circulated on the 11 February 2000: 

13.1.9 WAMA Week Issue 5.00 - 4 February 2000
13.1.10 Belmont RSL Sub-Branch - Invitation to Annual Memorial Service Sunday 

16 April 2000 at 2.00pm at the Belmont War Memorial, Faulkner Park

Councillors noted the successful coverage of Belmont in the Motor Show television 
coverage.

MURFIN MOVED,  GODSELL SECONDED, that the information provided to all 
Councillors and listed in this “Information Only Items” report be noted and 
received.

CARRIED 12 VOTES TO 0
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EQU/23

13.2 INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY

Report by Finance Division.

APPLICATION

To advise Council of the establishment of a Special Interest Group - Total Solution 
Councils and the conducting of a Forum of the seven Total Solution Councils.

IS THIS PROPOSAL CONSISTENT WITH COUNCIL’S OPERATIONAL PLAN? YES
Organisational Objective #06  -  “To ensure a commitment to the development, implementation 
and maintenance of information technology systems which meet the present and future 
organisational needs.”

BACKGROUND

At the November GEAC User Forum, the Director - Finance and the Manager -
Financial Services were approached by the newly elected chairman of the User 
Forum, Mr Trevor Starr (Chief Executive Officer - City of West Torrens) with the idea 
of forming a Special Interest Group (SIG) for the Total Solution Councils.

The Total Solution Councils are those Councils who have opted for the best of breed 
solution originally tendered by Stowe, now GEAC.  The seven Councils that have this 
solution are as follows:

 Belmont, Western Australia

 Melville, Western Australia

 West Torrens, South Australia

 Queanbeyan, New South Wales

 Broken Hill, New South Wales

 Greater Shepparton, Victoria

 Nilumbik, Victoria

Following the User Forum, the Director - Finance and Manager - Financial Services 
visited Greater Shepparton, Queanbeyan and West Torrens and have since spoken 
to Melville, Broken Hill and Nilumbik.  The outcomes of the site visits were reported to 
Council at the December meeting of Council.  The interest shown by each Council 
has been forwarded to Mr Starr at West Torrens and a subsequent letter has been 
received from the Chief Executive Officer from West Torrens, seeking our 
involvement in a SIG Forum.
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Item 13.2 continued

COMMENT

The User Forum Chairman is seeking the involvement of officers from each of the 
Total Solution Councils at a Forum in Adelaide on the 6, 7 & 8 March 2000.  The 
letters seeks information on current levels and releases of the various software 
packages together with, a list of matters for inclusion on the agenda.

It is envisaged that the three day Forum would cover 2 days of reaching a 
consolidated position of outstanding issues and having GEAC staff address matters 
on the third day.  Advance notice of matters to be discussed, will be given to GEAC 
to enable some preparation.

The issues that have been forwarded by Belmont are:

 Interface / Integration

 Current Contracts - Functional Acceptance

 QL Financials Support

 A Bulletin Board for known problems

 Assets, Job Cost and Fleet

 Aurion Payroll Support

 Helpdesk Service

 Quality of software releases

 Co-ordination of Operating Systems levels and database management tools

It is a considered view that a consolidated position on these and other matters raised, 
will be of significant benefit to the Total Solution Councils and should also be seen as 
an advantage for GEAC.  Some of these issues are critical for the final outcome to be 
achieved by this technology, and must be addressed with some urgency.

As has been the case since the replacement of the Core Business System 
commenced, the Director - Finance and Manager - Financial Services have dealt with 
particular elements.  The Director - Finance has dealt with all management issues 
including the contract and holding the suppliers accountable for their tenders.  The 
Manager - Financial Services has managed the implementation and ongoing usage 
and development of the system.

To gain maximum advantage from this Forum and to ensure a continued high level of 
input into negotiations with the suppliers, it would be most advantageous if both the 
Director - Finance and Manager - Financial Services could attend the Forum.
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Item 13.2 continued

Estimated costs are as follows:

 Airfare (21 day advance purchase economy, including a Saturday night) $499
 Accommodation (dependent on actual dates for 4 or 5 nights) $100 per night approx.

Note:  without Saturday night, airfare would be approximately $1,000

RICHARDSON MOVED,  SWANN SECONDED, that the Director - Finance and 
Manager - Financial Services be authorised to attend the Special Interest Group 
- Total Solution Council's Forum in Adelaide on the 6, 7 & 8 March 2000, and 
the costs be debited to the Core Business Solution Account.

CARRIED 12 VOTES TO 0
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14. REPORTS OF DELEGATES

14.1 COUNCILLOR PASSERI - LAUNCH OF CLEAN UP DAY AND NATIONAL TRIAL OF 

“FROM CLEAN UP TO FIX UP”

Councillor Passeri has forwarded the following report on the “From Clean Up to Fix 
Up” day:

”Tuesday the 8th February I together with our Deputy Manager of Health Services, 
Gary Goldsworthy, attended the launch of the first clean up day of the new century 
and the National trial in Perth of “From Clean Up to Fix Up” held at Hollywood 
Primary School, Nedlands.

Ian Kiernan AO, Chairman of Clean up Australia, gave a welcome and wished the 
Clean Up Day and trial a huge success.

The Official Launch was performed by the Hon Cheryl Edwardes, Minister for the 
Environment.

This will be the eleventh clean up day and will be held on 5th March 2000.  Some 
interesting items are from last year’s (1999) statistics:

 Cigarette butts accounted for 24% of all rubbish collected throughout Australia.
 869,160 Aluminium cans were collected along 4000km of Western Australian 

Country Roads which equates to 51% Of all rubbish collected over that 4000km.

The 10 most common items of rubbish collected are:

 8% small pieces of paper
 7% plastic water and soft drinks containers
 6% metal soft drink cans
 6% plastic supermarket bags
 6% foam pieces
 24% cigarette butts
 15% plastic chips and confectionary bags
 12% glass pieces
 10% glass alcohol bottles

I must say that I totally enjoyed the launch and hope the few comments made are of 
interest.”

GODFREY MOVED,  MURFIN SECONDED, that Councillor Passeri’s report on 
the Launch of Clean Up day and the national trial of “From Clean Up to Fix Up” 
be received and noted.

CARRIED 12 VOTES TO 0



OCM  14/02/00 Reports of Delegates

16
CONFIRMATION DATE:  28 February 2000

14.2 COUNCILLOR GODFREY - ENVIRONMENTAL COURSE

Councillor Godfrey reported on an Environmental Course she attended.  Her report 
reads as follows:

“I attended a 5 day course from 13-19 January 2000.  The course was called 
Catchments, Corridors and Coasts and the content was an Environmental Education.  
I thank the City of Belmont for supporting two staff and two community members in 
attending.  In total there were 45 participating for the 5 days.  EMRC funded 1 full 
day”

GODFREY MOVED,  BLAIR SECONDED, that Councillor Godfrey’s report be 
received and noted and a letter be sent to the EMRC thanking them for 
sponsoring the “Catchment, Corridors and Coasts” Environmental Course held 
13-19 January 2000.

CARRIED 12 VOTES TO 0

14.3 COUNCILLOR SYMONDS - FOCUS GROUP FOR PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES

Councillor Symonds advised Council of her inability to continue as Presiding Member 
for the Focus Group for Disabilities and recommended that her proxy, Councillor 
Bass, and she exchange positions.

SYMONDS MOVED,  GODFREY SECONDED, that Councillor Bass be appointed 
Presiding Member for the Focus Group for People with Disabilities and 
Councillor Symonds be appointed Proxy.

CARRIED 12 VOTES TO 0

14.4 COUNCILLOR GODSELL - MEETING OF DRAGON BOATS AT ASCOT WATERS

Councillor Godsell reported on his attendance at a meeting of “Dragon Boats at 
Ascot Waters.  His report reads as follows:

“On Tuesday 25 January 2000 I attended a meeting of “Dragon Boats at Ascot 
Waters in Belmont”.  

We met on site at the marina to discuss the layout of the course as it will need to be 
changed from last year as the boat pens are beginning to be erected in the marina.  
The course selected will be able to be used for many years to come.

A license is being obtained to enable the races to take place in water not controlled 
by the City of Belmont.

Many teams have entered to race on the day, which is Sunday 19 March 2000 and 
should be a very exciting and colourful day.
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Item 14.4 continued

COOPS MOVED,  BLAIR SECONDED, that Councillor Godsell’s report on the 
meeting of Dragon Boats at Ascot Waters in Belmont be received and noted.

CARRIED 12 VOTES TO 0

15. URGENT BUSINESS APPROVED BY THE PERSON PRESIDING OR BY 
DECISION

Nil.

16. NOTICE OF MOTIONS FOR CONSIDERATION AT THE NEXT MEETING

Nil.

17. MATTERS BEHIND CLOSED DOORS

Nil.

18. CLOSURE

The Mayor declared the meeting closed at 8.08pm.


