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MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING HELD IN THE CITY OF 
BELMONT CIVIC CENTRE, 215 WRIGHT STREET, CLOVERDALE, ON MONDAY, 
15 OCTOBER 2001, COMMENCING AT 7.34PM

PRESENT

Cr P R Passeri, JP West Ward
Cr M H Blair Central Ward
Cr G Dornford Central Ward
Cr M C Godsell Central Ward
Cr G Doney West Ward
Cr A T Richardson, JP West Ward
Cr M M Bass East Ward
Cr G J Godfrey East Ward
Cr P Marks East Ward
Cr A P Murfin, OAM, JP South Ward
Cr E Teasdale South Ward
Cr J Powell South Ward

IN ATTENDANCE

Mr B Genoni Chief Executive Officer
Mr N Hartley Deputy Chief Executive Officer
Mr R Lutey Director - Engineering
Mr N Deague Director – Development
Mr S Cole Director – Corporate Services

MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC

There were ten members of the public and one member of the press (Southern 
Gazette) present.

1. OFFICIAL OPENING

The Mayor opened the meeting and welcomed all those in attendance.

2. APOLOGIES & LEAVE OF ABSENCE

2.1 APOLOGIES

Nil.

2.2 LEAVE OF ABSENCE

Nil.
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3. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Councillor Dornford declared a financial interest.  The interest is in Item 8.2.8 of the 
Works and Technical Services Committee meeting minutes dated 8 October 2001. 
The nature of the interest being that he owns property opposite the Belmont Village 
Shopping Centre.

In accordance with the City of Belmont’s Code of Conduct, Councillor Teasdale 
declared an interest that could give rise to a reasonable belief that his impartiality 
may be adversely affected.  The interest is in Item 8.2.10 of the Works and Technical 
Services Committee meeting minutes dated 8 October 2001. The nature of the 
interest being that he is currently employed by the company making application for 
the closure and purchase of the Esther Street road reserve.

4. ANNOUNCEMENTS BY THE PRESIDING MEMBER
(WITHOUT DISCUSSION)

The Mayor expressed his concern at the poor behaviour of some Councillors at the 
last meeting. He was also concerned that some members of the gallery also acted 
poorly, interjecting intermittently during the meeting. As Mayor, he will not tolerate the 
City’s Council Chamber being used inappropriately.  The Mayor advised further, that 
he had spoken directly with the offending Councillor and also to a member of the 
public gallery about their behaviour and he made the point that he hoped that there 
would not be a repeat of last meetings behaviour.

The Mayor read a letter of appreciation from the Belmont Residents and Ratepayers 
Association. The letter reads as follows:-

“I am writing on behalf of a member who is a member of the 
Resident/Ratepayers Action Group.

The member advised the meeting of Council’s prompt action in repairing a 
fault in a section of footpath, which they had reported to the City of Belmont.

Within the last fortnight I personally have also had cause to contact the City 
regarding maintenance to a section of road surface. I found the repairs were 
carried out both promptly and effectively.

Please inform the relevant department of our appreciation of their prompt and 
effective maintenance service.”
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***7.38pm

For the benefit of the public present the Chief Executive Officer stated the rules of 
Question Time.

5. PUBLIC QUESTION TIME

5.1 RESPONSES TO QUESTIONS TAKEN ON NOTICE AT PREVIOUS MEETING

Nil.

5.2 QUESTIONS ON WHICH WRITTEN NOTICE HAS BEEN GIVEN PRIOR TO THE 
MEETING

Nil.

5.3 QUESTIONS FROM THE FLOOR

5.3.1 Mr John Maguire – 11 Hillcrest Road, Kewdale

1. How much was the original Civic Centre building refurbishment 
anticipated to cost?

The Mayor advised it was somewhere in the order of $3 million.

2. How much will the refurbishment be likely to cost now?

The Mayor advised that plans and specifications are currently being prepared. Until 
these plans are quantified and costed, this figure is unknown.

3. What legal expenses has Council incurred during the legal proceedings 
on this issue?

The Mayor advised that he was not aware of the exact costs, although a fair 
proportion of the costs have been met by other parties.

4. How often have the Safer WA Mayors Group met and what effect have 
they had on antisocial activities in the City?

The Mayor advised that several meetings have occurred and whilst a number of 
initiatives have been implemented, it is difficult to quantify actual results. He did 
believe though, that a positive impact has been achieved.
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6. CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES

6.1 ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING
HELD 24 SEPTEMBER 2001

GODFREY MOVED, GODSELL SECONDED, that the minutes of the Ordinary 
Council Meeting held on 24 September 2001, as printed and circulated to all 
Councillors, be confirmed as a true and accurate record.

CARRIED 12 VOTES TO 0

7. QUESTIONS BY MEMBERS ON WHICH DUE NOTICE HAS BEEN GIVEN
(WITHOUT DISCUSSION)

Nil.

8. PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS

Nil.

9. BUSINESS ADJOURNED FROM A PREVIOUS MEETING

Nil.
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10. CORRESPONDENCE

10.1 LEAVE OF ABSENCE

10.1.1 Cr Richardson - Leave Of Absence

Report by Chief Executive Officer.

APPLICATION

To advise Council of correspondence received from Councillor Richardson 
requesting leave of absence from Sunday, 28 October 2001 to Monday, 
5 November 2001 inclusive.

BACKGROUND

Councillor Richardson has requested leave of absence from all Council and 
Committee meetings for the period Sunday, 28 October 2001 to Monday, 
5 November 2001 inclusive.

COMMENT

Nil.

BLAIR MOVED, GODFREY SECONDED, THAT COUNCILLOR RICHARDSON BE 
GRANTED LEAVE OF ABSENCE FROM ALL COUNCIL AND COMMITTEE 
MEETINGS FOR THE PERIOD SUNDAY, 28 OCTOBER 2001 TO 
MONDAY, 5 NOVEMBER 2001 INCLUSIVE.

CARRIED 12 VOTES TO 0
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10.1.2 Cr Murfin - Leave Of Absence

Report by Chief Executive Officer.

APPLICATION

To advise Council of correspondence received from Councillor Murfin requesting 
leave of absence from Wednesday, 17 October 2001 to Sunday, 
28 October 2001 inclusive.

BACKGROUND

Councillor Murfin has requested leave of absence from all Council and Committee 
meetings for the period Wednesday, 17 October 2001 to Sunday, 
28 October 2001 inclusive.

COMMENT

Nil.

RICHARDSON MOVED, BASS SECONDED, THAT COUNCILLOR MURFIN BE 
GRANTED LEAVE OF ABSENCE FROM ALL COUNCIL AND COMMITTEE 
MEETINGS FOR THE PERIOD WEDNESDAY, 17 OCTOBER 2001 TO SUNDAY, 
28 OCTOBER 2001 INCLUSIVE.

CARRIED 12 VOTES TO 0

10.2 GENERAL

Nil.

10.3 LATE CORRESPONDENCE OF AN URGENT NATURE

Nil.
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11. REPORTS OF COMMITTEES

11.1 WORKS AND TECHNICAL SERVICES COMMITTEE MEETING
HELD 8 OCTOBER 2001 

Receipt of Minutes

RICHARDSON MOVED, BLAIR SECONDED, that the minutes of the Works and 
Technical Services Committee meeting held on 8 October 2001, as printed and 
circulated to all Councillors, be received.

CARRIED 12 VOTES TO 0

WITHDRAWN ITEMS

Item 8.2.8 was withdrawn at the request of Councillor Blair.
Item 8.2.10 was withdrawn at the request of Councillor Godsell.

ADOPTION OF THE BALANCE OF THE REPORT

GODSELL MOVED, TEASDALE SECONDED, that recommendation items 5.1, 
8.1.1 – 8.1.4, 8.2.1 – 8.2.7, 8.2.9, 8.2.11, 8.3.1 – 8.3.3, 8.4.1 – 8.4.3, and 8.5.1 of 
the Works and Technical Services Committee meeting held on 8 October 2001, 
be adopted en bloc (i.e. with the exception of items 8.2.8 and 8.2.10).

CARRIED 12 VOTES TO 0

***7.46pm Having earlier declared his interest, Councillor Dornford departed from 
the meeting.

11.1.1 Withdrawn Item 8.2.8 - Belmont Village Shopping Centre – Car Park 
Rationalisation

BLAIR MOVED, GODSELL SECONDED, THAT THE COMMITTEE 
RECOMMENDATION BE ADOPTED WITHOUT AMENDMENT OR MODIFICATION.

CARRIED 11 VOTES TO 0

***7.47pm Councillor Dornford returned to the meeting.
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***7.47pm Having earlier declared his interest, Councillor Teasdale departed from 
the meeting.

11.1.2 Withdrawn Item 8.2.10 – Road Closure – Portion Esther Street, Belmont

GODSELL MOVED, MURFIN SECONDED, THAT THE COMMITTEE 
RECOMMENDATION BE ADOPTED WITHOUT AMENDMENT OR MODIFICATION.

CARRIED 11 VOTES TO 0

***7.48pm Councillor Teasdale returned to the meeting.

11.2 ADMINISTRATION AND COMMUNITY SERVICES COMMITTEE MEETING
HELD 9 OCTOBER 2001 

Receipt of Minutes

DONEY MOVED, POWELL SECONDED, that the minutes of the Administration 
and Community Services Committee meeting held on 9 October 2001, as 
printed and circulated to all Councillors, be received.

CARRIED 12 VOTES TO 0

ADOPTION OF THE REPORT

TEASDALE MOVED, DONEY SECONDED, that recommendation items 5.1, 8.1.1 
– 8.1.2, 8.2.1, 8.3.1, 8.4.1, 8.5.1 – 8.5.2 of the Administration and Community 
Services Committee meeting held on 9 October 2001, be adopted en bloc.

CARRIED 12 VOTES TO 0
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12. REPORTS OF OFFICERS

12.1 INFORMATION ONLY ITEMS

Report by Chief Executive Officer 

APPLICATION

Council’s acknowledgment of receipt of information of general interest.

IS THIS PROPOSAL CONSISTENT WITH COUNCIL’S CORPORATE PLAN? YES
“Operational Plan O1/1(c) - To keep Councillors informed of relevant industry and officer 
activities, regular update reports be presented to the respective committees”.

BACKGROUND

This item relates to information circulated by the Chief Executive Officer which may 
be of general interest to Councillors.

COMMENT

General information and memorandums:

DATED SUBJECT
21/09/01 Note of Thanks
27/09/01 Weather and Climate Seminar
28/09/01 Child Drowning (Stockdale Road, Kewdale – Coroner’s Court Findings)
05/10/01 Presentation by Manager – Business Development to Economic 

Development Conference for the Peel Region 24 – 25 September 2001
05/10/01 Relocation of Liquor Store from Armadale Road to Corner Great Eastern 

Highway and Acton Avenue, Rivervale
05/10/01 Jo Rullo – Resignation
10/10/01 Article from Urban Design Forum Newsletter (Issue No. 55 / September 

2001)
12/10/01 City of Belmont Standing Orders

Councillor Information Items circulated on the 28 September 2001: 

12.1.1 WAMA Week Issue No. 38.01 – 21 September 2001.

Councillor Information Items circulated on the 5 October 2001: 

12.1.2 WAMA Week Issue No. 39.01 – 28 September 2001.

Councillor Information Items circulated on the 12 October 2001: 

12.1.3 WAMA Week Issue No. 40.01 – 5 October 2001.
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Item 12.1 continued…

RICHARDSON MOVED, GODSELL SECONDED, THAT THE INFORMATION 
PROVIDED TO ALL COUNCILLORS AND LISTED IN THIS “INFORMATION ONLY 
ITEMS” REPORT BE NOTED AND RECEIVED.

CARRIED 12 VOTES TO 0

12.2 OUTSIDE STAFF – ENTERPRISE BARGAINING AGREEMENT

Report by Director – Engineering.

APPLICATION

To advise Council of the current situation with the outside staff Enterprise Bargaining 
Agreement.

IS THIS PROPOSAL CONSISTENT WITH COUNCIL’S CORPORATE PLAN? YES

“Operational Plan O1/1(c) - To keep Councillors informed of relevant industry and officer 
activities, regular update reports be presented to the respective committees”.

BACKGROUND

The Director – Engineering advised that the abovementioned agreement has now 
been registered and our outside staff and Council are now enjoying mutually 
beneficial working conditions.

COMMENT

Nil.

GODSELL MOVED, GODFREY SECONDED, THAT THE INFORMATION PROVIDED 
BE NOTED AND RECEIVED.

CARRIED 12 VOTES TO 0
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13. REPORTS OF DELEGATES

13.1 COUNCILLOR PASSERI– AUSTRALIAN SISTER CITIES 2001 CONFERENCE

Delegates were welcomed to Bunbury by Mayor John Castrilli at a reception held in 
the Council Gardens on Sunday evening; it was an enjoyable function and was 
attended by many.

The Official Opening Ceremony was held in the Bunbury Entertainment Centre on 
Monday morning. The Aboriginal Noongar People welcomed all delegates to their 
land and also did a traditional dance accompanied by a didgeridoo. Members of the 
Bunbury and Busselton's Sister Cities in traditional costumes were dancing, and 
playing Japanese string instruments. A local Jazz Ballet group did some very fine 
dances and was completed by a local lass singing Advance Australia Fair.

The Keynote Speaker was Mary Eisenhower, Director of the People to People 
International, USA. Mary is the Granddaughter of Dwight D Eisenhower who was 
President of the USA and the founder of People to People which is the forerunner of 
Sister Cities Worldwide. Mary' s address was, Eisenhower - The Global Citizen. It 
was a wonderful paper and full of her memories as a child of her Grandfather. Mary 
also did a further two papers during the Conference, one titled Planet Earth - The 
World Wide Neighbourhood, and the other, Strategic Alliances and Friend-Raising.

There were many other items of interest including one given by our Belmont Sister 
City Association Secretary and assisted by President Trevor Maslen, on the setting 
up and running of the Sister City Agreement between the City of Belmont and 
Adachi-ku in Japan. My congratulations to both Jan and Trevor for a project well 
done.

Also of merit were sessions by members of the media titled Making The Media Work 
For You, Printed Media, by Jim Mynard, editor ASCA news & Senior Journalist South 
East Newspapers, Victoria. Radio, by Ron Tait, Station Manager for ABC Radio 
Bunbury, WA. Television, by Noel Brunning, Presenter Golden West Network, WA. 
Public Relations & Communications, by Andy van Dijk, Principal AA Media Services, 
WA.

Finding the Resources you need, by Margaret Evans, ASCA. Research: The 
Essential Tool, by Nona Verco, University of Adelaide, SA. Sister States, by Melissa 
Brown, Hyogo Prefecture Cultural Centre, WA. Chinese People's Association for 
Friendship with Foreign Countries, by Wang Haiying, China. There were many others 
as good but too numerous to mention.

The youth (YASCA) group were housed in Busselton and conducted their conference 
from there, including some live broadcast via telelink by Telstra to the main group at 
the Bunbury Centre.
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Item 13.1 continued…

The Annual General Meeting was in my opinion a bit of a letdown, mainly because of 
limited nominations. There was no requirement for elections for office bearers and 
executive members, also there were no bids for the Conference venue for 2003. 
However there was some lively debate over some changes to the new Constitution.

It is my intention if I am able to attend next year representing Belmont, to move a 
motion to hold the AGM at the beginning of the Conference when all delegates are 
present and fresh instead of at the end of the Conference when there is only a 
handful of delegates interested enough to attend.

My thanks to the City for allowing me to represent Belmont at the Twenty First ASCA 
Annual Conference, It was in my opinion, the best organised ASCA Conference since 
Belmont hosted it in 1994.

GODFREY MOVED, TEASDALE SECONDED, THAT THE REPORT OF 
COUNCILLOR PASSERI BE RECEIVED.

CARRIED 12 VOTES TO 0

13.2 COUNCILLOR POWELL– FOODBANK WA INC.

On Wednesday, 10 October 2001 I attended a Foodbank WA Inc. function on behalf 
of the Mayor who had a previous appointment.

Foodbank WA Inc. is located at 21 Belmont Avenue and simply put is a bank of food 
which cannot be sold for many reasons. This food is distributed to over 300 
community agencies throughout Perth, Kalgoorlie, Albany and Mandurah. It has 
provided over 500,000 meals to adults over the past year. Up to 16,000 school 
children turn up to school each day on an empty stomach, Foodbank WA Inc. provide 
daily meals to schools that have shown the need for their service. Each year poor 
diet is responsible for approximately 18% of all deaths in Western Australia and has 
a cost to our medical system of $51 million.

Since opening in 1994, over six million kilograms of food has been redistributed to 
our needy instead of being used for landfill. It is a wonderful service within our 
community and heart warming in the fact that it is ‘big business’ that is instigating this 
much needed service.

MURFIN MOVED, MARKS SECONDED, THAT THE REPORT OF 
COUNCILLOR POWELL BE RECEIVED.

CARRIED 12 VOTES TO 0
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13.3 COUNCILLOR POWELL– AGED CARE CONFERENCE

I attended a conference for aged care “Showcasing Excellence” and the quality and 
diversity of the speakers was of the highest standard. The government was 
represented by The Honourable Bronwyn Bishop, Federal Minister for Aged Care.

We were advised that with the population of baby boomers entering their senior 
years, the government cannot fund institutions to house them. The Government and 
Aged Care Services of Australia have sat down and worked out a strategy to the 
needs of our seniors. The main thrust is that both the government and seniors want 
to remain in their homes for as long as possible. As we know, it is a very difficult task 
taking into consideration health issues and the breakdown of families, so as a 
community we must take on some responsibility for those who do not have the 
support needed to function in their own homes. It may be a small task like transport 
to a medical centre or food and medical needs. It could be that as a local 
government, we coordinate the army of volunteers out in our community to fill the role 
of general carers. It is not always the financial needs that stop some of these 
programs from succeeding. Topics included volunteers in our community; respite 
programmes for carers of persons with dementia and challenging behaviour; and 
health and safety of our aged in the community.

I was very aware that the City of Belmont has already taken on this challenge, 
compared to the statements of other local governments with the implementation of 
services, ie. Belmont Home Care, senior housing and nursing homes.

This should not stop us from improving and addressing changing needs within our 
community. The one message that came through clearly was “Our young are 
watching us, and how we treat our seniors and disabled is how we are teaching them 
to treat us”.

As my report is quite a detailed one, it will be presented at the next Council Meeting.

BLAIR MOVED, GODFREY SECONDED, THAT THE REPORT OF 
COUNCILLOR POWELL BE RECEIVED.

CARRIED 12 VOTES TO 0
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13.4 COUNCILLOR GODFREY– 2001 BELMONT SISTER CITY STUDENT DELEGATION

From 3 October to 13 October 2001, I was the tour leader for the 2001 Belmont 
Sister City student delegation to Adachi in Japan. The delegation was well looked 
after in Japan by the staff of the International Section of the Adachi Council.

The visits to the Suginoko Kindergarten, the Iko Primary School and the Kabara 
Junior High School were successful and enjoyed by both the Belmont and Japanese 
students. We joined in games, dancing, English lessons and singing. The Belmont 
students participated in a sports day and photos of this event were included in the 
Japanese newspaper.

Mr Sakagushi, the Principal of the Junior High School was very interest in setting up 
a computer link with the Belmont City College.

I found the waste management in Tokyo very interesting. There are no Council 
rubbish bins supplied to residents. Rubbish is sorted into plastic bags and collected 
on different days in three categories: burnable (paper), non-burnable (food) and 
recycling (cans). The Adachi Council has 142 rubbish trucks. Throughout Tokyo 
incineration stacks blend into the landscape. I was shown through the recycling 
education centre called the Adachi Sai Sei Kan or Adachi Rebirth Centre. There were 
many good ideas such a building blocks made from old building rubble. Adachi has a 
range of recycled products that they encourage residents to purchase. The logo for 
their products is the “Adachi” mascot.

The land use was also interesting. The first home I stayed in had a shoemaker in a 
building at the back. The property next door on one side was a warehouse. On the 
other side was a car service garage with a residential home above it.

The Council offices were impressive. The foyer included a nursing room and a large 
screen video. Parking bays were underground and wider than in Belmont. A large 
covered area is at the front of the building for bicycles. Public transport also stops at 
the front of the building.

It was obvious from the welcome and farewell dinners how much the Sister City 
relationship with Belmont is respected and appreciated.

Mr Suziki, the Mayor of Adachi asked that his good wishes be given to the Mayor of 
Belmont, Councillor Peter Passeri and all Councillors at Belmont.
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Item 13.4 continued…

A lot of time and hard work goes into the Sister City program and the delegations. 
After this experience, I now fully appreciate and see first hand the benefits of this 
international relationship. I have found the program to be very rewarding for my 
personal growth and thank the City of Belmont for selecting me as the 2001 tour 
leader.

BLAIR MOVED, GODSELL SECONDED, THAT THE REPORT OF 
COUNCILLOR GODFREY BE RECEIVED.

CARRIED 12 VOTES TO 0

14. URGENT BUSINESS APPROVED BY THE PERSON PRESIDING OR BY 
DECISION

Nil.

15. MATTERS BEHIND CLOSED DOORS

Nil.

16. CLOSURE

There being no further business to discuss, the Mayor declared the meeting closed at 
8.03pm.
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