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Alternative Formats

This document is available on the City of Belmont website and can be requested 
in alternative formats including electronic format by email, in hardcopy both in 
large and standard print and in other formats as requested.  For further 
information please contact the Community Development team on (08) 9477 
7219.  For language assistance please contact TIS (Translating and Interpreting 
Service) on 131 450.

Councillors are reminded to retain any
confidential papers for discussion with the minutes.
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Minutes of the Ordinary Council Meeting held in the Council Chamber, 
City of Belmont Civic Centre, 215 Wright Street, Cloverdale on Tuesday 
22 October 2024 commencing at 6.30pm.

Minutes

Present

Mayor R Rossi, JP (Presiding Member) Mayor
Cr D Sessions (Deputy Mayor) West Ward
Cr G Sekulla, JP Central Ward
Cr J Harris Central Ward
Cr B Ryan East Ward
Cr P Marks East Ward
Cr J Davis South Ward
Cr C Kulczycki West Ward

In attendance

Mr J Christie Chief Executive Officer
Mr S Downing Director Corporate and Governance
Mr W Loh Director Development and Communities
Mr M Murphy Director Infrastructure Services
Ms D Dabala Manager Governance and Legal
Ms S Jessop (dep. 7.55pm) Manager Finance
Mr A Strelein (dep 7.51pm) Manager Economic and Community 

Development
Ms L Chaplyn Coordinator Media and Communications
Mrs J Cherry-Murphy Coordinator Governance
Ms M Chambers Senior Governance Officer
Ms S Bell Governance Officer
Mr J Vidal IT Support Officer

Guests

Mr J Arthur JP (dep. 7.45pm)
Mrs J Arthur (dep. 7.45pm)

Members of the gallery

There were 20 members of the public in the gallery and no press 
representatives. 
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1 Official Opening

6.30pm  The Presiding Member welcomed all those in attendance and 
declared the meeting open.  

The Presiding Member read aloud the Acknowledgement of Country.

Acknowledgement of Country

Before I begin, I would like to acknowledge the Whadjuk Noongar people as the 
Traditional Owners of this land and pay my respects to Elders past, present and 
emerging. 

I further acknowledge their cultural heritage, beliefs, connection and 
relationship with this land which continues today.  

The Presiding Member invited Cr Ryan to read aloud the Affirmation of Civic 
Duty and Responsibility on behalf of Councillors. Cr Ryan read aloud the 
affirmation.

Affirmation of Civic Duty and Responsibility

I make this affirmation in good faith and declare that I will duly, faithfully, 
honestly, and with integrity fulfil the duties of my office for all the people in the 
City of Belmont according to the best of my judgement and ability. 

I will observe the City’s Code of Conduct and Standing Orders to ensure 
efficient, effective and orderly decision making within this forum.

1.1 Swearing in of new Councillor

The Mayor invited Mr John Arthur JP to conduct the Swearing-in Ceremony for 
the new Councillor.

Mr Jarod Harris made an Elected Member Declaration to take the Office of 
Central Ward Councillor until 16 October 2027.

2 Apologies and leave of absence

Cr J Powell (leave of absence) South Ward
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3 Declarations of interest that might cause a 
conflict

3.1 Financial Interests

Name
Item No and 
Title

Nature of Interest (and extent, where 
appropriate)

Mayor R 
Rossi

Item 12.2 – 
Adachi 2025 
Citizens 
Delegation

I have a financial interest.

Cr D 
Sessions

Item 12.2 – 
Adachi 2025 
Citizens 
Delegation

I may have a financial interest in this matter 
as I am a named delegate.

Cr G Sekulla Item 12.2 – 
Adachi 2025 
Citizens 
Delegation

I may have a financial interest in this matter 
as I am a delegate and a Councillor delegate 
to the Belmont Sister City Association.

Cr B Ryan Item 12.2 – 
Adachi 2025 
Citizens 
Delegation

I may have a financial interest.

Cr J Davis Item 12.2 – 
Adachi 2025 
Citizens 
Delegation

Delegate to Adachi 2025.

Cr J Harris Item 12.2 – 
Adachi 2025 
Citizens 
Delegation

I may be included in the Citizens Delegation 
and do not have ministerial approval to 
participate.
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Mr J Christie Item 12.2 – 
Adachi 2025 
Citizens 
Delegation

As a travelling member of the citizens 
delegation I have a direct financial interest 
as the City will be paying all costs 
associated with my travel, accommodation 
and meals.

Mr W Loh Item 12.2 – 
Adachi 2025 
Citizens 
Delegation

As a travelling member of the citizens 
delegation I have a direct financial interest 
as the City will be paying all costs 
associated with my travel, accommodation 
and meals.

3.2 Disclosure of interest that may affect 
impartiality

Name
Item No and 
Title

Nature of Interest (and extent, where 
appropriate)

Cr C 
Kulczycki

Item 12.2 – 
Adachi 2025 
Citizens 
Delegation

A number of the proposed delegates 
attending the Citizens delegation as per 
Item 12.2 are known to me.

Cr P Marks Item 12.2 – 
Adachi 2025 
Citizens 
Delegation

I know people going to Adachi.

Cr D 
Sessions

Item 12.3 – 
Great Eastern 
Highway Urban 
Corridor 
Strategy

I live very close to the Great Eastern 
Highway corridor.
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4 Announcements by the Presiding Member 
(without discussion) and declarations by 
Members

4.1 Announcements

Nil.

4.2 Disclaimer

6.38pm  The Presiding Member drew the public gallery’s attention to
 the Disclaimer.

The Presiding Member advised the following:

‘I wish to draw attention to the Disclaimer Notice contained within the Agenda 
document and advise members of the public that any decisions made at the 
meeting tonight can be revoked, pursuant to the Local Government Act 
1995.  

Therefore members of the public should not rely on any decisions until formal 
notification in writing by Council has been received.’

4.3 Declarations by Members who have not given 
due consideration to all matters contained in the 
business papers presently before the meeting

Cr Harris requested an adjournment to allow time for him to read the 
confidential attachment for Item 12.3.

6.38pm Sessions moved, Davis seconded, that the meeting be 
adjourned to allow Cr Harris time to read the confidential 
attachment.

Carried unanimously 8 votes to 0.

For: Davis, Kulczycki, Harris, Marks, Rossi, Ryan, Sekulla and Sessions

Against: Nil



  

Ordinary Council Meeting
Tuesday 22 October 2024

Page | 11

6.48pm Davis moved, Sessions seconded, that the meeting again be re-
opened.

Carried 8 votes to 0

For: Davis, Kulczycki, Harris, Marks, Rossi, Ryan, Sekulla and Sessions

Against: Nil 

5 Public question time

5.1 Responses to questions taken on notice

5.1.1 Ms L Hollands on behalf of Belmont Resident and 
Ratepayer Action Group, Redcliffe

The following questions were taken on notice at the 24 September 2024 
Ordinary Council Meeting. Ms Hollands was provided with a response on 8 
October 2024. The response from the City is recorded accordingly:

1. Which of the three subclauses in clause 5.23(e) applied to the Confidential 
Attachment for the Golden Gateway item at the 27 August 2024 Ordinary 
Council Meeting? 
i. Did this confidentiality clause have anything to do with the financial gain 

of developers?

Response

The attachment was confidential under the provisions of Clause 
5.23(2)(e)(iii) of the Local Government Act 1995 (WA). 

The contents of the document are confidential and cannot be disclosed.

2. The City’s response to my question at the 27 August 2024 Ordinary Council 
Meeting in relation to LGBTQIA+ books and the breakdown of how many are 
borrowed from the Library was that “it is the CEO’s opinion that retrieving 
this information would divert a substantial and unreasonable portion of the 
City’s resources away from its other functions”. Given the library content is 
largely electronic, it is unlikely to take up an unreasonable amount of Officer 
time to produce this break down. How do I get this information?

Response

The information is not ordinarily compiled and is not available.
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3. How many properties in the Belmont area are rates exempt?
i. Could I have a breakdown on numbers as to whether these are 

residential or commercial, and,
ii. How much does this cost the ratepayer subsidising these exemptions?

Response

The number of rates exempt properties is 169.

i. 117 Residential, 38 Commercial, 2 Industrial, 11 Educational 
and one Fire station.

ii. Total exemptions result in a loss of revenue of $920,843.

5.1.2 Ms L Hollands, Redcliffe

The following questions were taken on notice at the 24 September 2024 
Ordinary Council Meeting. Ms Hollands was provided with a response on 10 
October 2024. The response from the City is recorded accordingly:

1. How many current dwellings do we have in Belmont, and,
i. how many have been delivered to date since 2021, given 6,100 more 

need to be delivered by 2031?

Response

The City tracks the total number of dwellings with each five-year 
census release. As of the 2021 census, the City of Belmont has 20,327 
dwellings. The last census was 2021, with the next scheduled for 2026. 
The number of additional dwellings will be known after the next census 
in 2026.

2. Previous formats of Council Minutes and Agendas from 2–3 years ago 
provided a paperclip function which opened attachments via the attachment 
details list. For what reason has this been changed, and,
i. will Council consider going back to this format? 

Response

The City publishes its Agendas and Minutes digitally online in a manner 
consistent with current local government digital publishing practices.

i. No.



  

Ordinary Council Meeting
Tuesday 22 October 2024

Page | 13

5.1.3 Ms S Cotton, Ascot

The following question was taken on notice at the 24 September 2024 Ordinary 
Council Meeting. Ms Cotton was provided with a response on 10 October 2024. 
The response from the City is recorded accordingly:

2. Do we have a score today as compared to 5 years ago for the City for infill 
targets?
i. How does this compare to what the City's goal is?

Response

The City tracks the total number of dwellings with each five-year 
census release. The last census was 2021, with the next scheduled for 
2026. The number of additional dwellings will be known after the next 
census in 2026. 

The State’s Perth and Peel @3.5million document sets minimum 
housing targets for each local government within the Perth and Peel 
region.

5.1.4 Mr J Harris, Cloverdale

The following question was taken on notice at the 24 September 2024 Ordinary 
Council Meeting. Mr Harris was provided with a response on 10 October 2024. 
The response from the City is recorded accordingly:

1. The City’s 'Belmont on the Move' strategy states the top priority in 
managing the City’s parking is to create a holistic city-wide parking 
strategy. Why have we neglected the holistic approach to parking and 
instead chosen instead a piecemeal approach to parking in the City?

Response

The City has adopted a targeted approach to managing parking by 
focusing on key centres and areas where development is advancing. 
This approach aligns our efforts with the pace of development, or 
where emerging needs are identified. 

For example, parking monitoring and time-restricted bays have already 
been implemented in the Faulkner Civic Precinct and Epsom Avenue to 
ensure bay availability and turnover. As part of this ongoing approach, 
with the development at The Springs nearing completion, the City is 
now advancing plans to further manage parking in that area. 
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The focus on key areas aligns with the broader intent of the 'Belmont 
on the Move' strategy.

5.1.5 Mr A Gibb, Ascot

The following questions were taken on notice at the 24 September 2024 
Ordinary Council Meeting. Mr Gibb was provided with a response on 10 October 
2024. The response from the City is recorded accordingly:

1. What is Council doing about the problem of getting on and off Great Eastern 
Highway from Tonkin Highway?

Response

The interchange of Great Eastern Highway (GEH) and Tonkin Highway 
is infrastructure under the care, control and operation of Main Roads 
WA.

The GEH and Tonkin Highway interchange has recently been upgraded 
with high standard, free flowing ramps for north and southbound 
movements from GEH onto Tonkin Highway, except for right turns from 
the Perth Hills direction, under traffic signal control.

2. Is there an actual or desired percentage of private versus public ownership 
of new developments within the Golden Gateway Local Structure Plan?

Response

The draft Golden Gateway Local Structure Plan does not specify a 
percentage of private versus public ownership of new developments.

5.1.6 Mr H Nebel, Ascot

The following question was taken on notice at the 24 September 2024 Ordinary 
Council Meeting. Mr Nebel was provided with a response on 10 October 2024. 
The response from the City is recorded accordingly:

1. For the Golden Gateway Local Structure Plan, what percentage of the 
development is allocated towards affordable social housing?

Response

The draft Golden Gateway Local Structure Plan does not specify 
percentages of affordable or social housing.
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5.1.7 Ms A Cepeda, Ascot

The following questions were taken on notice at the 24 September 2024 
Ordinary Council Meeting. Ms Cepeda was provided with a response on 10 
October 2024. The response from the City is recorded accordingly:

2. The Belmont Activity Centre Planning Strategy Part One states a population 
growth between the years 2021-2041 of 1,890 people in Ascot. Why is the 
City aiming for 4,082 new people under the Golden Gateway Local Structure 
Plan?

Response

The figure of 1,890 people in the Activity Centre Planning Strategy is an 
estimated population forecast for the suburb of Ascot between 2021 
and 2041, not a target. 

The draft Golden Gateway Local Structure Plan aims to guide the 
precinct's long-term development, which is expected to extend beyond 
2041.

3. Why are there discrepancies between the new Draft Golden Gateway Local 
Structure Plan of 10 to 15 storey buildings, and the Belmont Activity Centre 
Planning Strategy for the Golden Gateway which referred to 6 to 9 storey 
buildings?

Response

The Activity Centre Planning Strategy was adopted in February 2024 
and refers to Council’s 23 June 2020 resolution on the draft Golden 
Gateway Structure Plan. 
 
Action 1.4 of the Activity Centre Planning Strategy relates to the zones 
and densities of the draft Golden Gateway Structure Plan being 
implemented through the Local Planning Scheme.

5.1.8 Mr R Angel, Ascot

The following questions were taken on notice at the 24 September 2024 
Ordinary Council Meeting. Mr Angel was provided with a response on 10 
October 2024. The response from the City is recorded accordingly:

1. The usual requirement of 10% of Public Open Space (POS) as set out in 
the Western Australian Planning Commission Residential Areas and 
Liveable Neighbourhoods documents referenced in page 650 of the Council 
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Agenda for 27 August 2024 Ordinary Council meeting is not being called for 
in the Golden Gateway Local Structure Plan. Can I have an explanation as 
to why this is not included?

Response

The criteria for public open space provision are defined by the Western 
Australian Planning Commission’s Development Control Policy 2.3 and 
Liveable Neighbourhoods. In mixed-use precincts like Golden Gateway, 
there is no mandated minimum requirement for public open space.

Opportunities for public open space have been considered, and there 
are options in relation to the Belmont Trust Land, the Ascot Kilns site, 
and areas within private developments.

4. With the additional high rise and development in the area, has there been 
discussion between the City and the State Government in relation to schools 
and availability for incoming families and students?

Response

The draft Structure Plan has been referred to the Department of 
Education for comment.

5.1.9 Mr M Cardozo on behalf of Belmont East Ward 
Connect, Redcliffe

The following question was taken on notice at the 24 September 2024 Ordinary 
Council Meeting. Mr Cardozo was provided with a response on 10 October 2024. 
The response from the City is recorded accordingly:

1. At the June 2023 Ordinary Council Meeting, the community requested 
feedback from the questionnaire relating to a $350,000 allocation of 
ratepayer funds for addressing rat running on Moreing Street, where the 
questionnaire was publicly funded by ratepayers. The City’s response to 
this request was “the City has recently revised its processes relating to 
community consultation and public disclosure. The City cannot provide 
information on Moreing Street as the respondents were not informed that 
their submissions could be made publicly available.” No such disclosure 
was provided for the Redcliffe Traffic Study questionnaire, yet its’ 336 
respondents feedback will be published. There doesn’t seem to be an 
expressed disclosure in the public questionnaire. Can the City provide the 
reference to the disclosure that advises residents any comments will be 
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made public?

Response

The City used the Belmont Connect engagement platform for 
community consultation for the Redcliffe Area Traffic Study. The 
Privacy Policy on this website outlines how information is collected, 
used, and published. More information can be found here: 
https://connect.belmont.wa.gov.au/privacy-policy

5.1.10 Mr M Russell, Cloverdale
The following question was taken on notice at the 24 September 2024 Ordinary 
Council Meeting. Mr Russell was provided with a response on 9 October 2024. 
The response from the City is recorded accordingly:

2. Could the City make publicly available its workforce plan?

Response

The City’s Workforce Plan is an operational internal document that is in 
place to ensure the City meets the requirements of the outcomes of the 
Strategic Community Plan 2020-2040 and Corporate Business Plan 
2022-2026. As this is an internal operational document, it is reserved 
for internal use only.

5.2 Questions from members of the public

6.49pm The Presiding Member drew the public gallery's attention to the 
rules of Public Question Time as written in the Public Question 
Time Form.  

In accordance with rule (l), the Mayor advised that he had registered 
11 members of the public who had given prior notice to ask questions.

The Presiding Member invited members of the public who had yet to 
register their interest to ask a question to do so. No further 
registrations were forthcoming.

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fconnect.belmont.wa.gov.au%2Fprivacy-policy&data=05%7C02%7Cmike.hayward%40belmont.wa.gov.au%7C358962651c694d8f8e5908dce1f4b5b2%7Cfae1f603b47a47acbec85cb4840441f1%7C0%7C0%7C638633688346043473%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=H6W8sYvL0NuwZOmqwVUpnqCItiyIwlKTA2Mu66RUhFI%3D&reserved=0
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5.2.1 Ms L Hollands on behalf of Belmont Resident and 
Ratepayer Action Group

1. In relation to the Golden Gateway Local Structure Plan item for the 27 
August 2024 Ordinary Council Meeting, was there any documentation 
provided to Council that proved 20 storeys would be needed? 

i) How would anyone be able to make any future cost projections 
concerning building height given the changing nature of the housing 
climate?

Response

The Director Development and Communities stated that the required 
information for Council to make the decision and adopt the Golden 
Gateway Local Structure Plan for the purpose of advertising was 
provided to them.

2. At the 27 August 2024 Ordinary Council Meeting, it was the City’s response 
to my question for a breakdown of LGBTQIA+ books borrowed from the 
library that, “it is the CEO’s opinion that retrieving this information would 
divert a substantial and unreasonable portion of the City’s resources away 
from its other functions”. If I put in a Freedom of Information (FOI) request, 
or if I make a complaint to the Department of Local Government, Sport and 
Cultural Industries (DLGSC), would this be the best way to get this 
information?

Response

The Chief Executive Officer stated that if Ms Hollands was to submit an 
FOI it would be treated in accordance with legislation.

3. At the 24 September 2024 Ordinary Council Meeting I requested a 
breakdown of rates exempt properties. The City’s response on 8 October 
2024 indicated that there are 117 Residential, 38 Commercial, 2 Industrial, 
11 Educational and one Fire station. Are the Residential, Commercial and 
Industrial properties all occupied by Not-For-Profits? 

i) If not, what are the other criteria that would allow for a rates 
exemption?

Response

The Chief Executive Officer stated that all of those properties would be 
eligible for rates exemptions in accordance with the legislation.
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5.2.2 Ms L Hollands, Redcliffe

1. Has the Chief Executive Officer contacted the local Labor Member for 
Belmont, Cassie Rowe or the Minister for Local Government Western 
Australia (WA) requesting the legislation to be changed in recognition of the 
recent case for Councillor Vijay’s conviction and the incapacity for Council to 
have him removed? 

i) If the Chief Executive Officer has not contacted them, why, and when 
will this be occurring?

Response

The Chief Executive Officer stated that the City is currently drafting a 
letter to the Minister for Local Government.

2. Can the Chief Executive Officer advise where the Standing Orders, under 
Section 6(10)(a), states that a resident must be on camera during a 
livestream? 

Response

The Chief Executive Officer stated that this response has been 
explained to Ms Hollands on multiple occasions. Any residents 
participating in Public Question Time at the Ordinary Council Meetings 
are participating in the meeting and will be captured on camera as 
there is a requirement for the meeting to be livestreamed. 

3. Given there has been another car accident yesterday, on the 21 October 
2024 on Abernethy Road, which amounts to four accidents on the corner of 
Abernethy and Gabriel Roads since 16 August 2024, when are we likely to 
have bollards installed in response to this?

Response

The Director Infrastructure Services stated that the City has instructed 
the installation of the bollards. The City needs to liaise with the Water 
Corporation as they have water mains on the route of the planned 
bollard installation.

4. Where does it state in the Standing Orders that directly affected does not 
include affected as a result of a cost to a policy or an item that you want to 
address Council on?



  

Ordinary Council Meeting
Tuesday 22 October 2024

Page | 20

Response

The Mayor stated that the question would be taken on notice.

5.2.3 Mr S Walker, Bentley

1. How many City of Belmont staff live beyond the boundaries of the City of 
Belmont area, and use public transit to commute to their workplace?

Response

The Director Infrastructure Services stated that he does not have those 
statistics on hand and will take the first part of the question on notice. 
The Director Infrastructure Services further stated that the City’s latest 
data shows that 9.6% who work in the City of Belmont take public 
transport.

2. Are the bus transit limitations of the current Transperth services not being 
fully understood by organisational City of Belmont due to the fact that many 
decision-making staff use car travel, rather than bus travel to get to and 
from the City of Belmont?

Response

The Director Infrastructure Services stated that with regards to 
perceived limitations of the current Transperth services, there is 
currently a community consultation process ongoing for the 
Sustainable Transport Plan. There are a number of questions in the 
survey regarding the use of public transport within the City. Those 
survey responses will provide some insight to City Officers as to how 
the community view the limitations of the Transperth services in the 
City. That feedback will then be used to develop the revised Sustainable 
Transport Plan for the City.

3. How often does the Department of Transport (DoT) schedule meetings with 
City of Belmont staff teams?

Response

The Director Infrastructure Services stated that the City is  part of the 
DoT Local Government Engagement Group, which conducts monthly 
meetings. When needed, the City engages specifically with DoT to 
address community feedback and support State initiatives, such as 
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‘Your Move’, which has been recently updated and is on the City 
website, as well as the ‘Safe Routes to Schools’ initiative.

4. Does the City of Belmont realise that the Public Transport Authority (PTA) of 
Western Australia demands effort from Metro Local Governments first, (for 
example implementing bus priority lanes on local roads, implementing 
lighting) before increasing bus services?

Response

The Director Infrastructure Services stated that the City is aware of the 
PTA’s processes.

5.2.4 Ms P Itzstein, Ascot

1. Under the Perth and Peel @3.5 Million Planning Framework, why is the City 
of Belmont targeting an estimated 2,268 dwellings in the Golden Gateway 
Precinct in Ascot when the target is for the whole of Belmont?

Response

The Director Development and Communities stated that the estimated 
number of dwellings in conjunction with the Golden Gateway Draft 
Local Structure Plan can be currently accommodated within the mixed-
use zone in which the Golden Gateway Precinct is predominantly 
comprised of. The estimated number of dwellings which can be 
accommodated within the precinct is already envisaged within the 
current zoning of mixed-use, which does not prescribe specific height 
limits. It is not entirely true that the Ascot Waters apartment 
development contributed significantly to the current number of 
dwellings provided in 2011. The Springs Precinct provided most of 
those infill dwellings.

2. Does the City have a vested interest in the overdevelopment of this precinct 
because it owns Lots 1 and 5 of Resolution Drive, next to Hungry Jacks?

Response

The Director Development and Communities stated that no, the City 
does not have a vested interest. The land is already capable of 
development with no specified height limits under the mixed-use zone.

3. What is the basis of the City’s assumption that under the Golden Gateway 
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Draft Local Structure Plan, 0.0525 hectares could represent an acceptable 
amount of public space?

Response

The Director Development and Communities stated that the rationale is 
in the report that was presented to Council at the 27 August 2024 
Ordinary Council Meeting. The Director Development and Communities 
stated that the question would be taken on notice to provide Ms 
Itzstein with detailed information.

5.2.5 Ms N Celenza, Redcliffe

1. Can the City publish the average total traffic volume for both directions on 
Stanton Road between 3.30am and 6.30am from the current October traffic 
count?

Response

The Director Infrastructure Services stated that yes, this can be 
provided.

2. Can the City publish the average total traffic volume for both directions on 
Lyall Street between 3.30am and 6.30am from the current October traffic 
count?

Response

The Director Infrastructure Services stated that yes, this can be 
provided.

3. The last three traffic counts on Lyall Street confirmed that hundreds of out 
of area vehicles use Lyall Street between 3.30am and 6.30am. Why does 
the City consider this volume of traffic starting as early as 3.30am, using 
Lyall Street as a route to Great Eastern Highway, not a problem?

Response

The Director Infrastructure Services stated that questions of this 
nature have been responded to previously, and further stated that the 
question would be taken on notice. 

4. Does the City recognise that Lyall Street is now being used as a cut through 
to Great Eastern Highway to bypass Epsom Avenue traffic lights?
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Response

The Director Infrastructure Services stated that questions of this 
nature have been responded to previously in relation to rat running. 
The Director Infrastructure Services stated that the question would be 
taken on notice.

5.2.6 Mr M Cardozo, Redcliffe

1. Does the Council under the current City’s Livestreaming Policy have the 
discretionary authority to direct the City to livestream any meeting, 
including the Agenda Briefing Forums? 

Response

The Chief Executive Officer stated that he does not believe the 
Livestreaming Policy allows for the livestreaming of the Agenda 
Briefing Forums. The legislation of the Local Government Act 1995 
(WA) indicates that Council Meetings, and Committee Meetings (in 
future) will be open to the public.

2. Can Council clarify what barriers prevent livestreaming the Agenda Briefing 
Forums?

Response

The Chief Executive Officer stated that this matter is guided by the 
Council Policy. 

3. Is there a financial reason stopping the livestreaming of the Agenda Briefing 
Forums?

Response

The Chief Executive Officer stated that no, there is no financial reason 
preventing this. The Policy is clear on what is livestreamed, and if 
Council chose to amend that policy, this would be something for Council 
to consider at a future date.

4. Why has our Council not yet directed the City to livestream Agenda Briefing 
Forums?
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Response

The Mayor stated this is up to the Council to decide. 

The Chief Executive Officer further stated that if Council wished for 
Agenda Briefing Forums to be livestreamed, they would need to amend 
the existing Council Policy. The Chief Executive Officer also noted that 
Agenda Briefing Forums are not a formal meeting of Council as 
decisions are not made at those meetings.

7.17pm Sessions moved, Harris seconded, that Public Question Time be 
extended.

Carried unanimously 8 votes to 0

For:         Davis, Kulczycki, Harris, Marks, Rossi, Ryan, Sekulla and 
Sessions

Against:  Nil

5.2.7 Mr M Cardozo on behalf of Belmont East Ward Connect

1. How is it technically permissible from a governance perspective for the City 
to unilaterally decide to present findings sought by a Council resolution back 
to Council via an Information Forum, where no minutes are kept?

Response

The Director Corporate and Governance stated that the question would 
be taken on notice. 

2. Can the City publish a list of the local distributer roads for each of the four 
wards, including their start and end points, and a map showing these roads 
in each ward would be ideal. If a map is not possible, then a detailed list of 
these roads and their boundaries would assist the community.

Response

The Chief Executive Officer stated that this list can be provided. 

3. Regarding the Redcliffe Area Traffic Study report, will there be a separate, 
clearly defined section specifically addressing the Stanton Road Project 
under the Low-Cost Urban Road Safety (LCURS) Program?
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Response

The Director Infrastructure Services stated that the draft report itself is 
Redcliffe wide, not focused on Stanton Road. The report itself will not 
address Stanton Road specifically. The City has been taking community 
feedback onboard, and the City is proposing to look at the existing 
design for the LCURS project on Stanton Road, and to bring a revised 
design proposal and issue that with the report for community 
consultation.

4. Can the City explain why the City holds the repeated view that traffic 
calming measures only impact the residents who live on the road in which 
the traffic calming devices are installed in?

Response

The Director Infrastructure Services stated that the question would be 
taken on notice.

5.2.8 Mr L Rosolin, Belmont

1. What is the position of the Council in relation to any books similar to the 
book ‘Gender Queer’ which was previously classified by the Australian 
Classification Review Board (ACRB) as ‘M – Not recommended for readers 
under 15 years’ being available at Ruth Faulkner Library?

Response

The Chief Executive Officer noted that intellectual freedom and access 
to information is a fundamental pillar of democracy. Public libraries are 
committed to providing access to information for all. With regard to the 
specific case that Mr Rosolin is referring to, the recent Federal court 
case considered the procedures and processes of the Federal 
Classification Review Board, in relation to a particular book. The City’s 
understanding of the case is that the Federal Court determined that the 
Review Board did not take into account all of the submissions made 
when the Review Board made its decision regarding the classification of 
the book. The Federal Court ordered the Review Board to go back and 
reconsider their decision, this time taking into account all the 
submissions made. This case deals with the specific facts of the matter 
before the Federal Court. The City’s position is that this case has no 
current or direct bearing on the books in the Ruth Faulkner Library. In 
relation to the collection at Ruth Faulkner Library the City will be 
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guided by and follow the directives provided by the State Government 
through the State Library Board.

2. Has this book in question been purchased and provided to the Library?

Response

The Mayor has stated that the Chief Executive Officer has presented his 
answer already.

3. Will the Council decide to make a petition in regard to this matter?

Response

The Mayor stated that is it up to the Councillors to decide. The Mayor 
further stated that Council is governed by directives of the State 
Government via the State Library Board.

4. In Item 12.4 ‘2024-25 October Budget Review’ before Council this evening, 
it is stated that there is an amount of $346,000 attributed to “Reallocation 
of Belmont Hub Major Defects Rectification funds from reserve for 
construction”. Can the City clarify how much money was retained from the 
construction of the Belmont Hub? 
i) Was this money retained for rectification purposes?

Response

The Chief Executive Officer stated that if any funds were retained as a 
result of underperformance of a contractor, then those funds can be 
used to rectify any defects, and this would be deducted from that 
amount. 

The Director Infrastructure Services stated that the quoted amount of 
$350,000 is to fund the construction of a new covered entry to the 
carpark due to the flooding experienced during heavy rains. This is not 
being funded from the retained funds from the builder as it is not a 
defect of the build.
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5.2.9 Mr A Gibb, Ascot

1. Is there any plan formulated by the City, for protections for pedestrians, 
visitors and workers for CraigCare Ascot, as well as residents and visitors of 
Ascot in terms of traffic and safe access?

Response

The Director Infrastructure Services stated that the question would be 
taken on notice.

2. Will Council investigate whether it would be appropriate for a 40km/h speed 
zone within the Estate of Ascot Waters and Ascot Vale to be implemented?

Response

The Director Infrastructure Services stated that the question would be 
taken on notice.

3. Will Council introduce speed humps and chicanes not unlike those in Hardey 
Road?

Response

The Director Infrastructure Services stated that the question would be 
taken on notice.

4. Will Council introduce unguarded, but acknowledged pedestrian areas in 
areas such as Pitman Park and Grandstand Road?

Response

The Director Infrastructure Services stated that the question would be 
taken on notice.

5.2.10 Mr P Crooks, Ascot

Note:
The Mayor stated that with reference to the Public Question Time 
Proforma, Rule (f), that as Mr Crooks was not present at the meeting 
his questions would be treated as an item of correspondence and will 
be answered in the normal course of business.

7.39pm As there were no further questions, the Presiding Member
declared Public Question Time closed.
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6 Confirmation of Minutes/receipt of Matrix

6.1 Matrix for the Agenda Briefing Forum held 15 
October 2024

Officer Recommendation

Davis moved, Sessions seconded

That the Matrix of the Agenda Briefing Forum held on 15 October 2024, as 
printed and circulated to all Elected Members, be received and noted.

Carried Unanimously 8 votes to 0

For:        Davis, Kulczycki, Marks, Rossi, Ryan, Sekulla and Sessions

Against:  Nil

6.2 Ordinary Council Meeting held 24 September 
2024

Amended Officer Recommendation

Kulczycki moved, Sekulla seconded

That the Minutes of the Ordinary Council Meeting held on 24 September 2024, 
as amended and circulated to all Elected Members, be confirmed as a true and 
accurate record. 

Carried Unanimously 8 votes to 0

For:        Davis, Kulczycki, Harris, Marks, Rossi, Ryan, Sekulla and Sessions

Against:  Nil
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7 Questions by Members on which due notice 
has been given (without discussion)

Nil. 

8 Questions by members without notice

8.1 Responses to questions taken on notice

Nil. 

8.2 Questions by members without notice

8.2.1 Cr Sessions

1. Can the City provide an update on the traffic study findings for the 
Abernethy intersections with Fulham, Gabriel, Keane, Scott and Kew Street?

Response

The Director Infrastructure Services stated that the City has received 
the draft report and draft recommendations for the Abernethy Road 
Traffic Study. This has been issued to Main Roads for comment. The 
City will be presenting the findings to Elected Members at the 12 
November 2024 Information Forum. The City will then issue the report 
for community consultation around mid-November 2024.

9 New business of an urgent nature approved 
by the person presiding or by decision

Nil. 

10 Business adjourned from a previous meeting

Nil.
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11 Reports of committees

Nil.

12 Reports of administration

Officer Recommendation

Sessions moved, Sekulla seconded

The Officer Recommendations for Items 12.3, 12.6, and 12.7 be adopted en 
bloc.

Carried unanimously 8 votes to 0

For:        Davis, Kulczycki, Harris, Marks, Rossi, Ryan, Sekulla and Sessions
 
Against:  Nil

7.45pm Mr and Mrs Arthur departed the meeting and did not return.

12.1 First Nations Strategy
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Policy implications

There are no policy implications associated with this report.

Statutory environment

There are no specific statutory requirements in respect to this matter.

Background

The City’s new Strategic Community Plan 2024-2034 directs the City’s efforts 
around cultural diversity, and First Nations people specifically, under 
“Outcome 2: A strong sense of pride, belonging and creativity”, which details 
the following key Objectives:

“2.1 Respect, protect and celebrate our shared living histories, heritage and 
cultural diversity.

 2.2 Increase recognition and respect for local First Nations peoples, places 
and stories.”

The Corporate Business Plan for 2022-2026 identified the development of a FNS 
as a priority action to build on the previously achieved outcomes of the City’s 
Reconciliation Action Plan.

Consultation both internally and with a range of local groups, government, 
stakeholders, the City’s Aboriginal Advisory Group and the broader community 
was conducted as part of the FNS development.  The aim was to identify 
strengths and opportunities and to capture ideas to inform the development of 
future activities that can be targeted to support the First Nations community, 
resulting in the development of the draft FNS.  The City undertook a robust co-
design process with the First Nations community to develop the draft Strategy.

The draft FNS focuses on four priority areas:

Priority Area 1: Respecting and Celebrating

The City acknowledges the ongoing significance of Whadjuk Noongar and other 
First Nations peoples’ cultures and the importance of increasing the awareness, 
sustainability and celebration of heritage, language and cultural expression.  We 
recognise and respect that First Nations people are best placed to provide 
expertise in decision making that affects them.
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Priority Area 2: Empowerment, Advocacy and Partnerships

The City will support advocacy efforts and the empowerment of First Nations 
peoples to lead and self-manage actions in their own interests with an emphasis 
on collaboration.

Priority Area 3: Capacity Building

The City will pursue opportunities to support building the capacity of individuals 
and groups to help address persistent and emerging needs, particularly those 
within the Closing the Gap - Priority Areas and Targets.

Priority Area 4: Cultural Safety

The City will strengthen cultural safety within our organisation and promote its 
benefits throughout the community through effective protocols, training and 
leadership.

Report

Individual submission summaries are detailed in FNS Public Comment Response 
Table (Attachment 12.1.2).

The feedback received included three submissions supporting the draft FNS and 
thirteen unsupportive submissions.

Matters raised in unsupportive submissions can be summarised into five main 
themes:

1. Associating the FNS with the 2023 Referendum.

Some submissions viewed the failure of the 2023 Referendum as an 
indication that the draft FNS is not required. The Referendum related to 
establishing a federal advisory committee on First Nations matters, and not a 
rejection of the importance in advancing First Nations interests.

The draft FNS addresses the objectives outlined in the Strategic Community 
Plan 2024-2034 which is the guiding document formed by the City of 
Belmont community.  It is recommended that no change to the draft FNS is 
necessary in response to submissions referring to the failure of the 2023 
Referendum.

2. Questioning if the draft FNS demonstrates value for money and if it 
is in the best interest of ratepayers.

Several submissions questioned how the draft FNS demonstrates value-for-
money and if it is in the best interest of the ratepayers. It is important to 
note that in line with the Strategic Community Plan 2024-2034, the City 
maintains specific strategies for various groups including seniors, people with 
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disability, people from diverse cultural backgrounds, and youth. The draft 
FNS was developed in alignment with this approach, with no changes to the 
draft FNS recommended in relation to this feedback.

3. Suggested links between youth disengagement, public housing, anti-
social behaviour and community safety and how these should be 
prioritised and addressed by the FNS.

Several submissions highlighted perceptions of local First Nations people as 
threats to social cohesion in the areas of anti-social behaviour and 
community safety. Areas of particular concern included public housing and 
youth disengagement. 

There is comprehensive research evidencing disproportionate levels of 
disadvantage in some social issues for some First Nations people, however 
this is supplemented with comprehensive evidence in the Federal 
Government’s Closing the Gap report that both past and continuing 
governmental systems and societal norms that reinforce disadvantage need 
addressing.

The draft FNS presents the City’s intended approach to addressing these 
concerns. The collaborative approach proposed in the draft FNS will be 
undertaken through mutually beneficial partnerships with Aboriginal 
Community Controlled Organisations which are aligned with contemporary 
best practice in this area, in line with current state and federal government 
strategies.

No changes to the FNS are recommended in response to submissions on this 
theme. 

4. Questions around the role and responsibilities of the Aboriginal 
Advisory Group and other First Nations leaders to address 
challenges.

Two submissions questioned the effectiveness of the roles and 
responsibilities of local First Nations leaders and the City of Belmont 
Aboriginal Advisory Group. As part of the implementation of the draft FNS, a 
review of the Aboriginal Advisory Group will take place within the first year 
of the Strategy’s Implementation Plan, as strengthening this group and also 
empowering local Traditional Owners and First Nations leaders is recognised 
by the City as a key area of improvement within the Priority Area 2 of the 
draft FNS. Therefore no changes to the draft FNS are recommended in 
relation to this feedback.

5. Concerns that the draft FNS may duplicate programs that are the 
responsibilities of State and Federal governments.
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One submission raised a concern about whether the draft FNS would lead to 
programming that could be seen as duplicating efforts that are the remit of 
State and Federal governments. In contrast, the draft FNS attempts to 
complement these programs and provide leadership at the local level in line 
with the City’s Strategic Community Plan 2024-2034. As outlined in 
submission themes 4 and 5, there is a community expectation that the City 
will respond appropriately to relevant First Nations matters within its local 
government area and play an appropriate role in specific matters. As part of 
the stakeholder engagement and program planning processes, care will be 
taken in ensuring that specific actions under the Implementation Plan do not 
duplicate State and Federal government responsibilities.  No changes to the 
draft FNS are recommended based upon this feedback.

Priority Area 4 in the draft FNS reinforces the leadership role for the City in 
responding to legitimate challenges faced by the First Nations people. It also 
reinforces our current efforts to celebrate and increase the awareness of the 
strengths that our diversity and First Nations heritage bring to the City. As a 
result, no changes to the draft FNS are recommended from this feedback.

The three supportive submissions provided some constructive suggestions for 
edits to the FNS, with one minor text change recommended:

On page two the final paragraph text has been updated to replace “…our 
Aboriginal Advisory Group” with “…the City’s Aboriginal Advisory Group”:

“We commit to meaningful two-way listening and partnerships with First 
Nations people, particularly through the City’s Aboriginal Advisory Group, 
to inform the Implementation Plan and detailed project planning and 
collaborative delivery where possible.”

Additionally, minor edits have been made by officers to update reference to the 
previous Strategic Community Plan 2020 – 2040 to the new Strategic 
Community Plan 2024 – 2034. 

These edits do not introduce substantive changes to the Strategy, so 
readvertising is not necessary.

Subject to Council endorsement, the document will be formatted to include 
pictures, graphics and an introductory ‘Mayor’s Message’ in accordance with the 
City’s branding and style guide, prior to publishing and a launch function.

Financial implications

There are no financial implications evident at this time.
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Acknowledgement of Whadjuk 
Noongar Peoples
The City of Belmont acknowledges the Whadjuk Noongar peoples as the Traditional Owners of 
this land and we pay our respects to Elders past, present and emerging. We further 
acknowledge their cultural heritages, beliefs, connection and relationship with the land  which 
continues today. We acknowledge all Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples living within 
the City of Belmont.

Mayor’s message

[Insert content]

Mayor Robert Rossi

Codesign group’s message
The codesign group members have been engaged to codesign the City of Belmont Koort 
Karnadjil Mya (Heart Truth Voice) First Nations Strategy. The forum provided an opportunity 
for Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander community members, organisations or businesses 
to inform, support and codesign a strategy with the City. It is important to note that this 
group has been engaged for this specific project but does not replace the City’s Aboriginal 
Advisory Group (AAG).

We are developing an authentically codesigned First Nations Strategy, to capture the 
community’s current needs, priorities and future aspirations. For six weeks we have worked to 
brainstorm and share information on community needs and aspirations for First Nations people 
in the City of Belmont, resulting in 4 key priority areas for actioning. 

As representatives of and direct community members with a diversity of voices, we have 
undertaken this work following the principles of sharing culture, collaboration, accountability, 
and partnership. We seek to use our voice to advocate and lobby for change, build 
relationships together, and develop inclusive and transparent initiatives.

We thank the Council for affording this empowering opportunity and demonstrating national 
leadership in their codesign approach.

First Nations Strategy Codesign Group
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About the Strategy
The City of Belmont Koort Karnadjil Mya First Nations Strategy (the Strategy) reflects the City 
of Belmont’s journey to this point and our learnings with the City’s First Nations community.

It outlines the City’s commitment to create an inclusive environment in which First Nations 
cultures are key focus areas. It aims to ensure First Nations people remain at the heart of 
conversations in all relevant initiatives and programs and that their aspirations, needs, and 
stories are heard, acknowledged, and prioritised.

This Strategy captures what First Nations people have told the City during engagement 
activities, whilst also incorporating the extensive community feedback and information 
captured in the ‘National Agreement on Closing The Gap 2020’, the WA State Government’s ‘A 
Path Forward’, the ‘Uluru Statement from the Heart’, Reconciliation Australia’s ‘Reconciliation 
Action Plan’ (RAP) core pillars and the City’s overarching 2024-2034 Strategic Community 
Plan. The information from these rich bodies of work and the feedback that informed them has 
been collected and formulated into four Priority Areas.

The Priority Areas and associated Strategies are elevated at a strategic level to provide a 
broad focus to developing actions to achieve them, through further consultation with 
community and stakeholders, particularly First Nations people. This allows us to be flexible in 
determining specific actions and their timing to best respond to dynamic community 
opportunities, resourcing, and collaboration potential. City strategies have associated 
Implementation Plans that capture these dynamic priority actions and are regularly reviewed, 
informing our annual Corporate Business Plan and Budget.

Strategy Title – Koort Karnadjil Mya (Heart Truth Voice)

In the initial workshops the codesign group identified that it was important for them that the 
First Nations Strategy had a title that was dual-named with the Noongar language and 
reflected a vision for a way forward with the City and First Nations peoples.

Koort is the Noongar word for Heart and it represents healing and recovery for First Nations 
peoples. It is used here to acknowledge the collective trauma experienced by the First 
Nations community alongside the will to build authentic and inclusive relationships that 
empower this community through self-determination.

Karnadjil is the Noongar word for Truth and it represents the community working with the 
City to move forward in a genuine manner to create tangible change based on the concerns 
and cultural knowledge of Fist Nations peoples.

Mya is the Noongar word for Voice representing the desire for local First Nations people to 
work with the City to strengthen and empower the First Nations people of Belmont to be 
further included and represented.

We commit to meaningful two-way listening and partnerships with First Nations people, 
particularly through the City’s Aboriginal Advisory Group, to inform the Implementation Plan 
and detailed project planning and collaborative delivery where possible.
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Strategic alignment
Koort Karnadjil Mya – Heart Truth Voice – First Nations Strategy aligns to the City’s Strategic 
Community Plan 2024–2034.

 Key Performance Area: People
Outcome: 1. A safe, healthy community.

Objective: 1.2 Facilitate community health and wellbeing.

Outcome: 2. A strong sense of pride, belonging and creativity.

Objective: 2.1 Respect, protect and celebrate our shared living histories, heritage and 
cultural diversity.

Objective: 2.2 Increase recognition and respect for local First Nations peoples, place 
and stories.

Outcome: 3. People of all ages and abilities feel connected and supported.

Key Performance Area: Performance
Outcome: 11. A happy, well-informed and engaged community.

Objective: 11.1 Effectively inform and engage the community about local services, 
events and City matters.
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City of Belmont profile
The City of Belmont is a metropolitan Local Government Area situated six kilometers from the 
Perth CBD. It comprises six suburbs including Ascot, Belmont, Cloverdale, Kewdale, Rivervale, 
Redcliffe plus the Perth Airport precinct. 

Through our role as a Local Government Authority, the City identifies the needs of our diverse 
community by working in partnership with First Nations people to achieve their full potential 
through advocacy, building and strengthening partnerships, facilitating culturally appropriate 
initiatives and ongoing engagement.

The City of Belmont’s First Nations local history has been summarised by respected Noongar 
Elder, Dr Noel Nannup:

Nganya Kalleep – My land Goorgyp

Goorgyp is the Whadjuk Noongar word for the Belmont area where the river runs through 
the land. The name may be derived from goorgeeba, the reeds on the riverbed, or 
koordjikotji, the reed warbler birds that live in them.

This area was part of a territory held by a family group of Noongar people known as the 
Beeloo. In 1829, at the time of colonisation, the family was headed by Munday. He is 
remembered locally through the naming of Munday Swamp, an ancient turtle fishing ground 
at the edge of Perth Airport.

The Swan River and local waterways such as Tomato Lake were ideal for hunting and 
fishing. The Wargyl, the creation serpent, was said to have formed the Swan River as he 
moved towards the sea. The deep part of the river where the banks dropped off sharply was 
said to be patrolled by the Wargyl, and swimming in that area was forbidden. The original 
route of Great Eastern Highway was based on traditional Aboriginal Dreaming trails, leading 
Noongar communities to the coast and the hills.

First Nations people continue to live and work in the City making a valuable contribution to its 
economy and culture. 

At the 2021 Census, there were 42,257 residents living in the City, with 2.7% of the 
community (1,129 people) living in 549 households identifying as Aboriginal or Torres Strait 
Islander, higher than the Greater Perth Metropolitan average of 2.0%. 

The median age of First Nations community members is 27 years of age with the highest 
proportion of the community aged 0-24 years (45.7%) and 6.6% of the population being over 
the age of 65.

Celebrating and respecting the significant First Nations cultures, histories and ongoing 
contributions to the community of Belmont will remain an ongoing focus for the City.

Analysis of 2021 Census data shows that in the City of Belmont, 46% of First Nations 
households earned $999 or less per week in comparison to 36% of First Nations people 
earning this amount in the rest of WA. 

The Socio-Economic Indexes for Areas (SEIFA) is an index that scores relative disadvantage 
for local government areas. Belmont’s 2021 SEIFA score of 987 (greater Perth metro average 
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is 1,040) is the third lowest score amongst all other Perth metropolitan local government 
areas, with pockets of greater disadvantage in some suburbs.

In line with research including that captured in the National Agreement on Closing the Gap, 
First Nations people remain overrepresented in indicators of wellbeing disadvantage including 
life expectancy, health, education and housing security, and ongoing activity to support efforts 
to Close the Gap will remain a priority for the City.

Particularly with regard to employment and enterprise, economic empowerment will be a key 
focus for the City. With a strong business sector with 4,240 local businesses providing 52,692 
local jobs, the highest proportion of First Nations people are employed as Professionals at 
17.3%, which is greater than the WA average of 13.9%. Clerical and Administrative Workers 
(16.1% Belmont vs 11.4% WA), Machinery Operators and Drivers (15.1% Belmont vs 13.6% 
WA), Technicians and Trades Workers (13.6% Belmont vs 14.7% WA) and Community and 
Personal Service Workers (11.9% Belmont vs 15.3% WA) are the next highest proportion of 
First Nations employment types. The industry in which the highest proportion of First Nations 
community members work is Iron Ore Mining at 9.9% (WA 9.2%).

There are a small number of Aboriginal Community Controlled Organisations (ACCOs) and 
other First Nations focused service providers within Belmont, though those that are based 
here are very active and valued.

Understanding of employment, training, and other economic data, along with ongoing 
engagement and research, will inform future priority economic actions focused on First Nations 
people. With a strong business sector in Belmont and potential for further growth, there is 
opportunity to attract more ACCOs and First Nations businesses and to broadly advance local 
First Nations peoples’ economic opportunities and empowerment.
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The journey to a strategy
The City of Belmont has worked for many years with First Nations peoples with early 
discussions documented in the 2010 ‘Listening – Current Status and Project Scope of 
Aboriginal Engagement Plan’ report. The City continued to consult with internal and external 
stakeholders and the community which led to the development of our first Reconciliation 
Action Plan (RAP) 2015 – 2017, which was endorsed by Reconciliation Australia. We continued 
to progress our RAP actions beyond 2017, whilst also undergoing a reflection period on our 
role in supporting and empowering First Nations peoples whilst listening to community 
feedback to determine our way forward in this area.

The City has achieved a number of key actions over the past six years including the:

�� Establishment of an Aboriginal Advisory Group operating since 2014.
�� Launch of a First Nations Service Persons memorial plaque permanently displayed on 

the City’s War Memorial, the first of its kind in WA. 
�� Recognition of Close the Gap Day, National Reconciliation and NAIDOC Weeks annually 

with events growing each year.
�� Provision of regular Cultural Awareness Training for both staff and community 

members.
�� Engagement of Noongar Outreach Services to provide advice, support and outreach 

services to the vulnerable and street present First Nations people.
�� Welcome To Country and other cultural ceremonies performed at City events including 

at each Citizenship ceremony. 
�� Interactive First Nations history displayed at the City’s Museum.
�� On-going collaboration with a range of partners to deliver programs and activities with 

First Nations people.

Following these achievements, the City undertook a period of reflection that included feedback 
from the Aboriginal Advisory Group and wider community. Officers also completed a literature 
review from which the Community and Cultural Respect Plan was developed to inform our next 
steps and provide the guiding principles, stakeholder mapping, draft focus areas, and research 
influences for our engagement with Aboriginal Peoples at the heart of the process. The Plan 
featured the below diagram to help visualise these relationships and influence centred around 
First Nations peoples. 
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Consultation and development
By 2020, based on these learnings and the changes in the social and political context since the beginning of 
our reconciliation journey, it was agreed that development of a Strategy should be explored as opposed to a 
new RAP. 

This was consistent with our other community-based strategies, and also allows us to extend our First 
Nations roles and objectives outside of the organization, whereas a RAP framework principally looks inward 
on an organisation’s internal Reconciliation efforts. Local government has a strong outward facing 
community leadership role that is considered to be better captured in a Strategy.  We will continue to explore 
how the RAP framework might be aligned as part of implementation planning.

It was important to the City that best practice methods of engagement were used when developing the 
strategy, and that the document is codesigned with Traditional Owners and local First Nations community 
members.

The Aboriginal Advisory Group was informed of the City’s intentions and formed a working group to 
establish ideas and identify categories, develop the Strategy survey, and agree on a codesign process.

A codesign process means that instead of consulting with First Nations people and then City officers 
interpreting feedback and identifying themes and strategies, First Nations People participate in meetings to 
work alongside officers to consider the consultation feedback together, agree common themes together, 
identify priority strategies together, and even contribute to some of the format and text of the Strategy. The 
City still refines the document to align to our templates for Strategies, include relevant references to 
research and process, and incorporate input from senior management before a final draft goes back to the 
codesign group for support and ultimately to the Council for formal endorsement.

Figure 1 Insert Caption
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From these early discussions with the working group, a conceptual ‘Priority Wheel’ reflecting the Noongar 
Six Seasons was developed and used within the survey 
to prompt thematic discussion. This survey was the first 
of its kind for the City and relied more on pictorial cues 
rather than the written word reflective of feedback 
received from the Aboriginal Advisory Group and 
broader community.

The City then engaged and consulted with First Nations 
community members, wider community, stakeholders, 
businesses and staff through online and written surveys. 
The consultation took place during Advisory Group 
meetings, pop-up consultation booths, City events, one-
on-one interviews, and consultation workshops.

An Expression of Interest process was undertaken to 
seek members of a Codesign Group as well as a 
culturally appropriate consultant appointed through a 
tender process to facilitate the workshops. The codesign 
workshops took place over six weeks and consisted of 
eleven members including Whadjuk Noongar Traditional 
Owners, First Nations community members, and service 
providers. Insert caption
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Priority areas and strategies
The below Priority Areas and associated Strategies were determined from the codesign process:

Priority Area 1: Respecting and celebrating
The City acknowledges the ongoing significance of Whadjuk Noongar and other First Nations 
peoples’ cultures and the importance of increasing the awareness, sustainability and 
celebration of heritage, language and cultural expression. We recognize and respect that First 
Nations people are best placed to provide expertise in decision making that affects them.

Strategies:

1.1. Acknowledge the expertise of First Nations people in their own lives, needs, families, 
communities and cultures, and that their unique worldviews and voices should be at the 
heart of decision making that directly affects them.

1.2. Establish engagement practices that appropriately facilitate and elevate First Nations 
voices in City decision making and provide timely and relevant information.

1.3. Promote & celebrate local First Nations people’s achievements, contributions, cultures 
and heritage.

1.4. Investigate opportunities for the development of cultural spaces.
1.5. Research and document local First Nations peoples’ cultures, heritage, connection to 

land and histories.

First

 Nations

 Strategy 

Priority

Areas

Priority Area 1

Respecting & 
Celebrating

(RAP - Respect) 

Priority Area 2

Empowerment, 
Advocacy and 
Partnerships

(RAP - Relationships)

Priority Area 3

Capacity Building

(RAP - 
Opportunities)

Priority Area 4

Cultural Safety

(RAP - Respect)

�$�W�W�D�F�K�P�H�Q�W������������ �'�U�D�I�W�.�R�R�U�W�.�D�U�Q�D�M�L�O�0�\�D���+�H�D�U�W�7�U�X�W�K�9�R�L�F�H���)�L�U�V�W
�1�D�W�L�R�Q�V�6�W�U�D�W�H�J�\

�2�U�G�L�Q�D�U�\�&�R�X�Q�F�L�O�0�H�H�W�L�Q�J
�7�X�H�V�G�D�\���� �2�F�W�R�E�H�U�������� �3�D�J�H�_����



Koort Karnadjil Mya – Heart Truth Voice – First Nations Strategy Page | 10

Priority Area 2: Empowerment, advocacy, and 
partnerships
The City will support advocacy efforts and the empowerment of First Nations peoples to lead 
and self-manage actions in their own interests with an emphasis on collaboration.

Strategies:

2.1 Facilitate partnerships with and between relevant ACCOs that seek to increase 
opportunities for self-determination and empowerment within the First Nations 
community, providing leadership and governance support where appropriate.

2.2 Foster and participate in partnerships with ACCOs, community groups, agencies and 
other stakeholders to advance collaboration in actioning the Strategy.

2.3 Support First Nations peoples’ capacity and efforts to advocate in their own interests, 
and where appropriate consider requests to the City to act as strong advocates 
alongside them.

Priority Area 3: Capacity building
The City will pursue opportunities to support building the capacity of individuals and groups to 
help address persistent and emerging needs, particularly those within the Closing the Gap - 
Priority Areas and Targets.

Strategies:

3.1 Work with relevant ACCOs, agencies and other stakeholders to develop initiatives to 
meet Closing the Gap - Priority Areas and Targets. 

3.2 Develop capacity building pathways that specifically target the areas of education, 
employment and training, leveraging the City’s business connections to increase the 
participation of First Nations peoples in economic development.

3.3 Seek to improve access to essential services within the City.

Priority Area 4: Cultural safety
The City will strengthen cultural safety within our organisation and promote its benefits 
throughout the community through effective protocols, training and leadership.

Strategies:

4.1 Enhance cultural awareness training programs for Council, staff and the community.

4.2 Adopt First Nations Cultural Protocols and relevant polices to improve culturally safe 
practices.

4.3 Ensure an inclusive and culturally safe working environment.

4.4 Actively promote cultural safety and racial justice in the community.
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Delivering on the Strategy and 
measuring success
The City of Belmont Koort Karnadjil Mya First Nations Strategy will guide the City into the 
future, however we understand that there may be changes in community needs and priorities. 
To ensure we can respond to these changes, a dynamic rolling three-year Implementation 
Plan is used to detail actions on the strategies whilst allowing flexibility to adapt as required.

This Implementation Plan will also record the alignment of all actions to Reconciliation 
Australia’s RAP pillars, and we will explore future opportunities to liaise with Reconciliation 
Australia on how the Implementation Plan might formalise as a RAP.

This dynamic plan then translates to endorsed annual actions through the City’s Corporate 
Business Planning process, where management and Council endorse annual actions and 
budget. 

Reporting back to community on progress against the Strategy and the Implementation Plan 
will be critical, and we commit to establishing a reporting framework and being open and 
transparent in recording and communicating outcomes and progress to the community.
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Submission 
No.

Respondent 
Suburb

Summary of Submission Officer Comment

1.1 Supports the Strategy and the opportunity it 
provides for First Nations people to be more 
involved with the City, the showcasing of culture 
and achievements that the respondent is hopeful 
will provide a more secure foundation for 
younger generations.

1.1.1 Noted.

1.2 Suggests that the City of Belmont 
Acknowledgement of Country in the document 
includes waters as well as lands.

1.2.1 Noted. The FNS document includes the 
currently approved corporate 
Acknowledgement text, from the City’s 
‘Welcome to Country and Acknowledgment of 
Country Internal Protocols’ document. This 
document will be reviewed as part of the FNS 
Implementation Plan and the feedback about 
referencing waters will be considered at this 
time.

1.3 Suggests that the City refer to “the” 
Aboriginal Advisory Group rather than “our” 
Aboriginal Advisory Group.

1.3.1 Minor change proposed. The FNS 
document has been updated in support of 
this suggested change (refer to report).

1.

Support

Belmont 

1.4 Suggests that ACCOs and Aboriginal owned 
businesses be listed at the back of the 
document.

1.4.1 Noted. No change proposed. The 
suggestion to include a list of ACCOs within 
the FNS was considered, however, due to the 
changing nature of contact details, these will 
be placed on the FNS web page on the City’s 
website and updated regularly based on 
changes rather than appear in the final 
document.
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2.1 Submission questions whether the FNS is in 
the best interest of ratepayers.

2.1.1 Noted. The FNS is consistent with 
objectives around First Nations peoples 
outlined in the Strategic Community Plan 
2024-2034. 

2.2 Submission opposes the need to provide 
resources to First Nations community.

2.2.1 Noted. The FNS is consistent with the 
City’s approach to developing social 
strategies with vulnerable community 
members including seniors, people with 
disability, youth and people from diverse 
cultural backgrounds. Theses strategies each 
have annual operational budgets managed 
through the annual budgeting process 
approved by Council.

2.

Does not 
support

Redcliffe

2.3 Submission expresses negative perceptions 
and concerns around poor behaviour and 
inaction of leaders.

2.3.1 Noted.  The FNS makes provisions in 
its for improving relationships and increasing 
collaboration with Aboriginal Community 
Controlled Organisations who may be best 
placed to contribute to solutions in these 
areas. The FNS also makes provisions to 
address bias by increasing cultural 
awareness within the community.

3.

Does not 
support

Redcliffe 3.1 Submission questions whether the FNS is in 
the best interest of ratepayers.

3.2 Submission expresses negative perception 
and concerns around public housing, excess 
neighbourhood rubbish and crime attributed to 
First Nations people.

3.1.1 Noted. See response 2.1.

3.2.1 Noted. See response 2.3.

3.3.1 Noted. The FNS Implementation Plan 
highlights a need to review the AAG and its 
membership to increase positive outcomes 
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3.3 Submission expresses concern around the 
Aboriginal Advisory Group’s acknowledgement 
and action around these issues.

with First Nations leaders within the 
community.

4.

Does not 
support

Cloverdale 4.1 Submission questions whether the FNS is 
needed following the 2023 Referendum.

4.1.1 Noted. This comment incorrectly 
conflates the 2023 Referendum with the FNS. 
The FNS is consistent with the Strategic 
Community Plan 2024-2034 and the City’s 
strategic objectives in line with its other 
social strategies.

5.1 Submission questions whether the FNS is in 
the best interest of ratepayers.

5.1.1 Noted. See response 2.2.1.

5.2 Submission expresses concern about what 
the FNS means on the ground in suburbs and the 
respondent’s perceived sense of social 
dysfunction within them as the cost-of-living 
increases.

5.2.1 Noted. See response 2.3.1.

5.

Does not 
support

Cloverdale

5.3 Submission suggests that the FNS is virtue-
signalling and further draws attention to our 
community’s differences.

5.3.1 Noted. See responses 2.1.1 and 2.2.1.

6.

Does not 
support

Rivervale 6.1 Submission suggests that the FNS is not a 
good use of money.

6. Noted. See response 2.3.1.
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7.1 Submission opposes the strategy and 
suggests that all members of the community 
should be treated the same.

7.1.1 Noted. See response 2.2.1.7.

Does not 
support

Rivervale

7.2 Submission questions whether the FNS is 
needed following the 2023 Referendum and 
suggests that any strategies that engage 
Aboriginal people are unwanted.

7.2.1 Noted. See response 4.1.1.

8.

Does not 
support

Belmont 8.1 Submission suggests that resources would 
be better diverted to community safety.

8.1.1 Noted. See response 2.3.1.

9.1 Submission suggests that the FNS is in fact 
racist as people should not be separated based 
on race.

9.1.1 Noted. See response 2.2.1.9.

Does not 
support

Kewdale

9.2 Submissions questions Priority Area 4.4 and 
the concept of cultural safety including racial 
justice.

9.2.1 Noted. The FNS presents the concepts 
of cultural safety and racial justice through 
the development of effective protocols, 
training and leadership to promote social 
cohesion and the benefits of cultural diversity 
in alignment with the City’s Multicultural 
Strategy and reflects the City being a 
signatory to the ‘Racism. It Stops With Me’ 
campaign. This Priority extends these 
strategic objectives to the First Nations 
community whilst recognising their unique 
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history and needs as expressed by them 
during the codesign process of the Strategy.

10.1 Submission opposes the FNS as an over-
reach of alertness to discrimination and injustice 
and suggests that it is not a good use of 
ratepayer funds.

10.1.1 Noted. See response 2.1.1.10.

Does not 
support

Rivervale

10.2 Submission questions whether the FNS is 
needed following the 2023 Referendum.

10.2.2 Noted. See response 4.1.1.

11.

Does not 
support

Rivervale 11.1 Submission suggests that First Nations 
youth need support and programs to keep them 
beneficially engaged.

11.1.1 Noted. See response 2.3.1.

12.1 Submission questions whether the FNS is 
needed following the 2023 Referendum.

12.1.1 Noted. See response 4.1.1.

12.2 Submission expresses concern with 
community safety and anti-social behaviour.

12.2.1 Noted. See response 2.3.1 and also 
the City’s draft Community Safety Strategy.

12.

Does not 
support

Belmont

12.3 Submission questions whether the FNS is a 
good use of ratepayer funds.

12.3.1 Noted. See responses 2.1.1 and 
2.2.1.
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13.1 Submission opposes the FNS and the role of 
Council in First Nations matters and expresses 
concern that it duplicates programs that are the 
remit of State and Federal Governments.

13.1 Noted. The FNS has been intentionally 
designed to complement rather than 
duplicate programs that are the remit of the 
other tiers of government at a localised level.

13.

Does not 
support

Not stated

13.2 Submission expresses concerns that the 
FNS has no practical benefit for all residents and 
will lead to increased rates and create additional 
bureaucratic burden on the Council and its 
operations.

13.2.1 Noted. See responses 2.1.1 and 
2.2.1.

14.1 Submission supports the FNS if it is not 
funded by the City and leads to a reduction in 
Council fees.

14.1.1 Noted. See responses 2.1.1 and 
2.2.1.

14.

Does not 
support

Belmont

14.2 Submission questions whether the FNS is 
needed following the 2023 Referendum.

14.2.1 Noted. See response 4.1.1.

15.1 Submission is from a local Aboriginal 
Controlled Community Organisation providing 
services for First Nations people experiencing or 
at risk of family and domestic violence and 
sexual assault who is supportive of the FNS.

15.1.1 Noted.15.

Supports

Aboriginal 
Organisation 
based in 
Rivervale

15.2 Submission suggests including statistics on 
family and domestic violence within the City.

15.2.1 Noted. No change proposed. Due to 
the changing nature of statistics, this 
information is seen as better communicated 
through the City’s website which is more 
suited to regular updates. See 1.4.1.
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Draft First Nations Strategy 2024 – Submission Summary and Officer Comments

15.3 Submission suggests that in Priority Area 2, 
the City could extend the statement “facilitating 
and participating in partnerships” to include 
“explore opportunities to fund Aboriginal 
Community Controlled Organisations’ initiatives 
within this priority area”.

15.3.1 Noted. No change proposed. This 
suggestion proposes a role that is more in 
line with State government funding 
responsibilities. See response 13.1.2.3.1

16.1 Submission is supportive of the FNS to help 
address intergenerational disadvantage.

16.1.1 Noted.16.

Supports

Belmont

16.2 Submission is interested in the statistics 
presented in the FNS around the percentage of 
young people and how the FNS might support 
life skills capacity building programming as part

16.2 Noted. See response 2.3.1.
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1.

Disclosures by elected members in relation to this Item were made as 
follows:
1. At Agenda Item 3, “Disclosure of Interest” it was noted by the 

Coordinator Governance that Mayor Rossi and Councillors Davis, Ryan, 
Sekulla and Sessions each disclosed a Direct Financial Interest in Item 
12.2 in accordance with Regulation 22 of the Local Government (Model 
Code of Conduct) Regulations 2021; and

2. Prior to the commencement of Agenda Item 12.2, the Mayor and 
Councillors Davis, Ryan, Sekulla and Sessions each stated individually 
that they had a Financial Interest in Agenda Item 12.2 and as required 
by Section 5.69(3) of the Local Government Act 1995 (WA), they had 
received approval from the Minister to fully participate in discussion and 
decision making in relation to this Item 12.2.

Cr Kulczycki and Cr Marks disclosed at Item 3 of the Agenda “Disclosure of 
Interest” an Impartiality Interest in the following item in accordance with 
Regulation 22 of the Local Government (Model Code of Conduct) Regulations 
2021 (WA).

Approval has been granted by the Minister for Local Government to the 
following councillors to fully participate in the discussion and decision making 
relating to the following item at the City Ordinary Council Meeting, to be held on 
22 October 2024 as follows:

12.2 Adachi 2025 Citizens Delegation

Mayor Rossi, Cr Davis, Cr Ryan, Cr Sekulla and Cr Sessions

Conditions of the approval: 
1. The approval is only valid for the 22 October 2024 Ordinary Council Meeting 

when agenda item 12.2 is considered; 
2. The above-mentioned Councillors must declare the nature and extent of 

their interests at the abovementioned meeting when the matter is 
considered, together with the approval provided; 

3. The Chief Executive Officer (CEO) is to provide a copy of the Department of 
Local Government, Sport and Cultural Industries letter of approval to the 
abovementioned councillor; 

4. The CEO is to ensure that the declarations, including the approval given and 
any conditions imposed, are recorded in the minutes of the abovementioned 
meeting, when the item is considered; 

5. The CEO is to provide a copy of the confirmed minutes of the 
abovementioned meeting to DLGSC, to allow DLGSC to verify compliance 
with the conditions of this approval; and

6. The approval granted is based solely on the interests disclosed by the above 
mentioned councillors, made in accordance with the application. Should 
other interests be identified, these interests will not be included in this 
approval and the financial interest provisions of the Act will apply.
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Cr Harris disclosed a Direct Financial Interest in the following item in 
accordance with s.5.60A of the Local Government Act 1995 (WA) and 
departed the meeting.

7.51pm Cr Harris, the Chief Executive Officer, Director Development 
and Communities, Manager Finance, and Coordinator Media 
and Communications departed the meeting. The Manager 
Economic and Community Development departed the meeting 
and did not return.

2 Adachi 2025 Citizens Delegation

12.2 Adachi 2025 Citizens Delegation 

Voting Requirement : Simple Majority
Subject Index : 106/005
Location/Property Index : N/A
Application Index : N/A 
Disclosure of any Interest : Nil
Previous Items : N/A
Applicant : N/A
Owner : N/A
Responsible Division : Development and Communities

Council role

Executive The substantial direction setting and oversight role of the 
Council e.g. adopting plans and reports, accepting tenders, 
directing operations, setting and amending budgets.

Purpose of report

To endorse the nomination of Elected Members to travel to Adachi-Ku, 
Japan from 11 to 18 January 2025, as representatives of Council for the 
purpose of reaffirming the Sister City Affirmation Agreement.  

Summary and key issues

The City of Belmont entered into a Sister City relationship with the Special Ward 
of Adachi-Ku in October of 1984. October 2024 marks the 40 th  anniversary of 
the Sister City relationship between the two cities.  The purpose of the Sister 
City relationship is to provide Belmont’s high achieving young people with 
annual educational and cultural experiences abroad.
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Every five years, a Citizens Delegation replaces the Student Delegation to 
reaffirm the Sister City Affimation Agreement between the two cities. The 
upcoming Citizens Delegation is scheduled for 11 th  to 18 th  January 2025.

The participation of Elected Members in Citizens Delegation is an appropriate 
and respectful means of expressing the City of Belmont’s commitment to the 
relationship, and reciprocates the value Adachi-Ku places on the affirmation 
agreement formalities.

Officer Recommendation

That Council:

1. Endorse the payment of flight, accommodation and other eligible travel 
expenses for Mayor Rossi and the Chief Executive Officer to attend Adachi-
Ku, Japan for the purposes of participating in the 40 th  Anniversary Sister 
City Citizens Delegation and signing the Affirmation Agreement in January 
2025.

2. Endorse the payment of flight, accommodation and other eligible travel 
expenses for Councillor Sessions, Councillor Sekulla, Councillor Davis and 
Councillor Ryan to attend Adachi-Ku, Japan as Council representatives for 
the 40 th  Anniversary Sister City Citizens Delegation in January 2025.

Amended Officer Recommendation

Sessions moved, Sekulla seconded

That Council:

1. Endorse the payment of flight, accommodation and other eligible travel 
expenses for Mayor Rossi and the Chief Executive Officer to attend Adachi-
Ku, Japan for the purposes of participating in the 40 th  Anniversary Sister 
City Citizens Delegation and signing the Affirmation Agreement in January 
2025.

2. Endorse the payment of flight, accommodation and other eligible travel 
expenses for Councillor Sessions, Councillor Sekulla, Councillor Davis, 
Councillor Harris and Councillor Ryan to attend Adachi-Ku, Japan as Council 
representatives for the 40 th  Anniversary Sister City Citizens Delegation in 
January 2025.

Carried Unanimously 7 votes to 0
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For:        Davis, Kulczycki, Marks, Rossi, Ryan, Sekulla and Sessions

Against: Nil

Location

Not applicable.

Consultation

Consultation is not applicable in this matter as it is an executive decision of 
Council to determine attendance of elected member representatives.

 

Strategic Community Plan implications

In accordance with the 2024–2034 Strategic Community Plan:

Key Performance Area: People

Outcome: 2. A strong sense of pride, belonging and creativity.

Objective: 2.1. Respect, protect and celebrate our shared living histories, 
heritage and cultural diversity.

Outcome: 3. People of all ages and abilities feel connected and supported.

Objective:3.2. Support young people to flourish.

Key Performance Area: Prosperity

Outcome: 9. A progressive, vibrant and thriving economy with active 
participation in long-life learning.

Objective: 9.1. Attract public and private investment and support the 
attraction, retention, growth and prosperity of local businesses.

Key Performance Area: Performance

Outcome: 10. Effective leadership, governance and financial management.

Objective: 10.4. Support collaboration and partnerships to deliver key 
outcomes for our City.
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Policy implications

There are no policy implications associated with this report. 

Statutory environment

There are no specific statutory requirements in respect to this matter.

Background

The City of Belmont entered into a Sister City relationship with the Special Ward 
of Adachi-Ku, in October 1984. 

The mainstay of this relationship since its inception has been the annual 
Student Exchange Program, which presents cultural and educational 
opportunities for Belmont’s high achieving young people. It is the most 
significant activity delivered under a Sister City Affirmation Agreement. 
Further, the annual student exchange is one of the core youth leadership 
offerings by the City, which recognises and encourages civic and academic 
endeavor. Most of the City’s other youth programs focus on supporting 
disadvantaged cohorts. The recent student delegation in January 2024 has 
already enhanced youth leadership outcomes, with several delegates 
continuing onto community group committees and volunteering in various 
roles and responsibilities since returning.

Every five years, a Citizens Delegation replaces the Student Delegation. 
The Citizens Delegation consist of residents, business owners, Council 
representatives and operational staff.  The purpose of the Citizens 
Delegation is to re-affirm the Sister City Affirmation Agreement by which 
the two cities agree to continue the international partnership under which  
student exchanges and supporting programs  take place.  The upcoming 
Citizens Delegation is scheduled for 11 th  to 18 th  January 2025.

Once the Affirmation Agreement is signed, four consecutive years of 
international student delegations can take place.

Report 

The City manages the effective administration and facilitation of the Sister City 
delegations. It is a reciprocal relationship with Adachi-Ku, reflected in 
commensurate gift-giving, attendance at events, on-line exchanges and 
information sharing. 
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Traditionally an Adachi Citizens Delegation visits the City of Belmont in August, 
and a Belmont Citizens Delegation visits Adachi the following January.

While student delegates to Adachi have their travel costs partially subsidised by 
the City, the citizen delegates meet the full cost of their own airfares, 
accommodation, insurance and incidental expenses. The City’s program budget 
covers Elected Member and operational staff travel, accommodation and 
incidental costs to ensure the safe and successful operation of the Citizens 
Delegation, including the ceremonial signing formalities of the reaffirmation. 
This is reciprocated by Adachi meeting the costs of all itinerary activities and 
group transport.

Council representation in the Citizens Delegation is diplomatically important, 
particularly given the 40 th  Anniversary of the City of Belmont and Adachi-Ku 
Sister City relationship.  Mayor Rossi, Councillor Sessions, Councillor Sekulla, 
Councillor Davis, and Councillor Ryan have indicated their interest and ability to 
participate in the January 2025 delegation.

Adachi have indicated that a Citizens Delegation of 25 people in January 2025 is 
desirable.  This will consist of the Mayor and CEO who are required to sign the  
Affirmation Agreement, the four Elected Members as specified above, three 
operational staff, one translator, and 15 community and business delegates.  It 
is recommended that Council endorse Mayor Rossi, Councillor Sessions, 
Councillor Sekulla, Councillor Davis, Councillor Ryan, and the Chief Executive 
Officer to attend Adachi-Ku, Japan as delegates for the purposes of reaffirming 
the 40 th  Anniversary Sister City Affirmation Agreement in January 2025.

Financial implications

There is a program budget for the Sister City exchange, which includes costs 
associated with Elected Members’ attendance to the 2025 Citizens Delegation as 
Council representatives.

The approximate cost per delegate is detailed in the table below.

Flight cost estimate
Accommodation cost estimate

(for 6 nights)

Per delegate $2,603 $1,990

The total cost for sending Elected Members, Staff and a translator is $45,930. 
The 2024-25 municipal budget has funds in place to cover the cost of sending 
the above Elected Members and staff.
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Officer Recommendation

That Council:

1. Adopt the Great Eastern Highway Urban Corridor Strategy contained as 
Attachment 12.3.1.

2. Direct the Chief Executive Officer to:

a) Notify owners and occupiers subject to the draft Great Eastern 
Highway Urban Corridor Strategy of Council’s resolution.

b) Notify those who made a submission on the draft Great Eastern 
Highway Urban Corridor Strategy of Council’s resolution.

c) Display the adopted Great Eastern Highway Urban Corridor Strategy 
on the City’s website.

d) Make any necessary administrative and/or formatting amendments as 
required prior to publication.

Officer Recommendation adopted en bloc - Refer to Resolution 
appearing at Item 12.

Location

The Great Eastern Highway Urban Corridor Strategy (the Corridor Strategy) 
relates to lots adjacent to Great Eastern Highway, between Graham Farmer 
Freeway in Rivervale to land east of Ivy Street in Redcliffe (refer to Figure 1 
below).

Figure 1: Extent of Great Eastern Highway Urban Corridor (marked in red)
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Strategic Community Plan implications

In accordance with the 2024–2034 Strategic Community Plan:

Key Performance Area: Place

Outcome: 6. Sustainable population growth with responsible urban planning.

Outcome: 7. Attractive and welcoming places.

Outcome: 8. A city that is easy to get around safely and sustainably.

Outcome: 9. A progressive, vibrant and thriving economy with active 
participation in long-life learning. 

Key Performance Area: Performance

Outcome: 11. A happy, well informed and engaged community.

Policy implications

As a strategic document, the Corridor Strategy will inform future planning 
instruments such as Structure Plans, the Local Planning Strategy and new Local 
Planning Scheme. 

As an interim measure, key aspects of the Corridor Strategy will also be 
incorporated into a future Local Planning Policy, which will be presented to 
Council once drafted.

Statutory environment

Strategic Planning Framework 

Perth and Peel @ 3.5 Million 

The State strategic framework documented under the Western Australian 
Planning Commission (WAPC) ‘Perth and Peel @ 3.5 million’ impacts upon the 
statutory direction for the City. 

The Perth and Peel region will need to accommodate significant population 
growth by 2050 with an additional 1.5 million people requiring approximately 
800,000 new homes. The ‘Perth and Peel @ 3.5 million’ strategic planning 
framework requires that a substantial amount of this growth (i.e. 47%) be 
delivered through infill developments. It forecasts that the City of Belmont 
population will increase to 60,260 people by 2050 and to accommodate that 
increase, an additional 10,410 dwellings will be required. 
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Perth and Peel @ 3.5 Million promotes the concept of ‘Urban Corridors’ as a way 
of achieving integrated land use and transport outcomes. Great Eastern 
Highway is identified as an ‘Urban Corridor’ because it provides a connection 
between the Burswood and Perth Airport Activity Centres. 

The framework suggests that focus should be given to investigating increased 
residential densities and mixed land uses along ‘Urban Corridors’. In doing so, 
an understanding of the existing and future function of the urban corridor from 
both a transport and land use perspective is needed to determine future growth 
opportunities. When considering areas for intensification, emphasis should be 
given to maintaining the operational efficiency of the transport network, 
enhancing urban amenity and ensuring minimal impact on the surrounding 
urban fabric. 

Activity Centre Planning Strategy 

The Activity Centre Planning Strategy (ACPS) is a strategic planning document 
that guides future planning and coordination of the City’s activity centres. The 
ACPS replaces the City’s previous Local Commercial Strategy and will inform the 
preparation of a new local planning strategy and local planning scheme. The 
Strategy identifies activity centres at The Springs, Eastgate, Golden Gateway 
and Ascot adjacent to Great Eastern Highway.

Statutory Planning Framework 

State Planning Policy 4.2 

State Planning Policy 4.2 (SPP 4.2) guides the planning and development 
requirements of activity centres in the Perth and Peel region. Its main goal is to 
encourage a mix of suitable land uses, with a focus on retail activities. SPP 4.2 
has a general presumption against the approval of activity centre uses outside 
of activity centres as they are likely to impact nearby centres and the overall 
activity centre hierarchy. SPP 4.2 also identifies activity centres as being 
appropriate locations for higher density residential development. 

Background

Great Eastern Highway currently carries substantial traffic volumes as a 
strategically important transport route and activity corridor for Perth. However, 
it suffers from congestion and offers little amenity for pedestrians, bike riders 
and businesses. 
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lead to better development outcomes without negatively impacting 
nearby homes.

Given the above, it is recommended that Land Use Strategy No. 22 be 
maintained, subject to a minor amendment. The amendment will clarify that 
amalgamating land with residential zoned land or with lots adjacent to, abutting 
or across the road from residential zoned land, will not result in these 
benefitting from development at a higher scale than in accordance with the 
Strategy.

Building Height 

The draft Strategy proposes building heights ranging from 8 stories to 20 
stories. In regard to building height, the following is relevant:

a) There are currently no specified building height limits under Local Planning 
Scheme No. 15 for land adjacent to the corridor. Strategic guidance for 
building heights along the Corridor provides the community and developers 
with further certainty regarding future development. 

b) Perth and Peel @ 3.5 Million identifies Great Eastern Highway as an urban 
corridor which is appropriate for increased residential development.

c) At the September 2023 Ordinary Council Meeting, Council reviewed the 
draft Corridor Strategy prior to advertising. At this meeting, Council 
directed officers to investigate building scales to ensure these align with 
current market conditions and future trends. The key findings are as 
follows:

o Feasibility is currently severely impacted by inflated construction costs 
and builder capacity constraints. 

o As a result, the viability of apartment projects depends heavily on an 
increase in property values. 

o Although construction costs continue to rise, market values are not 
increasing at the same rate. 

o Sites with higher density and building height provisions are likely to be 
feasible sooner. 

o In the absence of viable development controls, there is a risk that 
proposals will be submitted without a residential component, or 
developers will pursue land uses that do not align with the objectives of 
the precinct. Examples of this include ‘Service Station’, ‘Warehouse (self-
storage facilities)’ and ‘Fast Food/Takeaway Outlet’. 
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Two submissions supported the proposed building heights with one of these 
requesting that Council consider further increasing the heights, and two 
submissions raised concerns. In considering these submissions, the following is 
relevant: 

a) The building heights have been balanced with the original heights proposed 
by the draft Strategy and appropriate built form outcomes which aim to 
facilitate feasible redevelopment in a timely manner.

b) In several locations, more specifically those abutting lower density 
residential lots, officers considered it more appropriate to reduce building 
heights from 12 storeys in the 2018 resolution, down to 10 storeys.

c) The Residential Design Codes set requirements for overshadowing and 
overlooking which will apply to future residential developments. It is 
acknowledged that hotel and serviced apartment developments are not 
subject to these requirements. To protect the amenity of adjacent 
residential areas, the draft Strategy has been updated to include a 
provision requiring hotels and serviced apartments to comply with the 
orientation and overlooking requirements of the Residential Design Codes – 
Volume 2, when located adjacent to ‘Residential’ zoned land. 

d) All applications for development along the corridor are referred to the 
City’s Design Review Panel, in accordance with the Terms of Reference. 
The panel reviews proposals against the ten design principles outlined in 
the State Planning Policy 7.0– Design of the Built Environment. 

e) The draft Strategy contains provisions which future developments will need 
to incorporate to ensure an appropriate transition is achieved between 
development along the corridor and existing development at the rear. 
These provisions will be further discussed in the following section of this 
report. 

Given the above, the proposed building heights are considered appropriate and 
balance feasible redevelopment of preferable land uses along Great Eastern 
Highway. 

Transitions

In conjunction with the information provided on building heights within the 
Strategy, it is considered necessary to have appropriate transitional provisions 
to address current and future residential development along the Corridor. 

The draft Strategy proposes two transition typologies, being low and medium 
which are applied depending on site context. The low transition is applied where 
development along the corridor is adjacent to existing low-density residential 
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areas, while the medium transition applies where development adjoins public 
open spaces or commercial land uses.

Following advertising, the transition provisions were reviewed and diagrams 
were created to demonstrate how these transitions can be integrated into 
developments over both a short and long-term timeframe. 

Following this review, the low transition provisions have been amended to the 
following:

a) Increased setbacks and building separation to lower density residential 
development, to preserve visual privacy and solar access. 

b) Architectural articulations to reduce visual intrusion and help mitigate the 
effects of taller structures on neighbouring properties.

c) Landscaping along the rear boundary.

d) Side and rear accessways and parking to further lessen the built form 
impacts on adjacent residential areas.

e) Stepping in of buildings from the boundary to achieve greater setback. 
Potential options of this include:

a. Podium height being one third of the total building height.

b. Development above 2 storeys within 18m of the rear boundary contained 
within a 45-degree envelope.
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These provisions are reflected in Figure 2 below and demonstrate how 
development along the corridor will interface with adjacent development in the 
short term. 

Figure 2: Generic short-term aerial view showing transitions

As part of the Local Housing Strategy, Local Planning Strategy and new Local 
Planning Scheme, the longer term transition of density back from the corridor 
will be reviewed. Figure 3 reflects how development could look in the medium 
to long term. 
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Figure 3: Generic long-term aerial view showing transitions

The updated transition provisions and the diagrams have been added into the 
Strategy and will guide future development. 

In conclusion, the updated transition provisions and diagrams will guide 
developments along the corridor and their interaction with adjacent residential 
areas. These measures will protect the amenity of neighboring properties while 
supporting growth. The Local Housing Strategy, Local Planning Strategy, and 
new Local Planning Scheme will further detail the longer term transition of 
density back from the corridor.

Crossings

The draft Strategy identifies several potential locations for overpass and 
underpass infrastructure. Several submissions provided the following feedback 
on the identified crossing facilities:  

1. Two submissions requested additional crossing facilities at Belmont Avenue, 
Acton Avenue and Lillian Grove. 

2. One submission requested an underpass instead of an overpass between 
Grandstand Road and Daly Street, with concerns that an overpass could 
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obstruct existing directional and business signage at 225 Great Eastern 
Highway.

3. One submission opposed the overpass at the intersection of Keymer Street, 
stating that private developers should not be required to contribute towards 
crossing infrastructure.  

4. Three submissions raised concerns with the current crossing infrastructure 
at the intersection of Kooyong Road and Great Eastern Highway, with one 
submission requesting an overpass in this location. 

In considering these submissions, the following is relevant:

1. In terms of the requests for crossings at Lillian Grove, Belmont Avenue and 
Acton Avenue, it should be noted that existing at-grade crossings or 
proposed new connections close by are considered adequate and the need 
for additional infrastructure is not considered necessary.

2. In response to the request for an underpass instead of an overpass between 
Grandstand Road and Daly Street, the specific location and type of crossings 
identified in the Strategy are only indicative. These would be subject to 
demand and Main Roads WA’s approval and delivery. As part of this process, 
potential impacts on signage, buildings, and wayfinding will be carefully 
assessed.

3. An overpass is considered appropriate at Keymer Street due to its proximity 
to bus stops and the potential to connect key destinations such as the 
foreshore and Ascot Racecourse. If a development provides a need or nexus 
for such infrastructure, the City may require private developers to 
contribute. The Strategy also outlines that development bonuses may be 
considered for developers who choose to contribute to such infrastructure. 
The Strategy has been updated to include private developers as potentially 
responsible for providing crossing infrastructure, alongside Main Roads WA, 
the Department of Transport, and the City. 

4. After reviewing concerns about the current crossing infrastructure at the 
Kooyong Road and Great Eastern Highway intersection, it is deemed 
appropriate to include an overpass at this location in the draft Strategy. This 
would improve the safety of pedestrians and bike riders crossing the 
Corridor in this location, improve the flow of traffic, and provide a 
connection between Eastgate, the Springs, the foreshore and amenities such 
as public transport.

The infrastructure identified in the Strategy is intended to support future 
advocacy and as a potential nexus for future development to deliver or 
contribute. Inclusion in the Strategy does not mean the City is responsible for 
delivering or budgeting for these projects.
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Pedestrian and Cycle Paths

The Strategy outlines two landscape zone typologies along the Corridor. On the 
northern edge, it proposes removing the on-street cycle path in favor of a 
primary shared path for both bike riders and pedestrians, complemented by a 
landscaping strip, as shown in figure 4. On the southern edge, the existing on-
street cycle path will be retained, with the addition of a dedicated pedestrian 
path and two landscaping strips, as shown in figure 5.

During the advertising period, several submissions were received regarding 
cycle paths. Two submissions supported off-road cycle paths, and two 
submissions stated the City should not focus on bike lanes or pedestrian paths 
on Great Eastern Highway. These submissions considered that existing riverside 
paths offer alternative transport options and that additional bike lanes could 
contribute to traffic congestion. 

In considering the last two submissions, it should be noted that no changes are 
proposed to the existing vehicle lane configuration along Great Eastern 
Highway. Therefore, it is not considered that changes to the pedestrian/bike 
paths will impact traffic. 

Whilst it is acknowledged that foreshore paths are available for pedestrians and 
bike riders, they have connectivity gaps and do not offer the most direct route 
that a commuter typically seeks. The Strategy aims to enhance safety and 

Figure 4: Northern edge landscape zone Figure 5: Southern edge landscape zone
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connectivity along the Corridor by introducing dedicated paths that provide 
safer, designated areas for pedestrians and bike riders, separated from 
vehicular traffic.

The matters outlined above are intended to support future advocacy and as a 
potential nexus for future development to deliver or contribute. Inclusion in the 
Strategy does not mean the City is responsible for delivering or budgeting for 
these projects.

Therefore, it is considered appropriate to maintain the pedestrian and bike rider 
paths as proposed by the draft Strategy. 

Public Transport

The Strategy does not propose any changes to the public transport network. 
One submission requested more connections/bridges across the river for 
pedestrians/buses, and more frequent bus services. Three submissions 
requested that Council advocate for enhanced public transport, such as a train 
line or light rail to support higher density development and reduce traffic 
congestion.

In considering these submissions, it should be noted that the Strategy focuses 
on enhancing accessibility to existing public transport stops. It does not propose 
changes to the modes of public transport, locations of stops, or service 
frequencies. These are managed exclusively by the Public Transport Authority 
and Department of Transport. 

There is one pedestrian bridge proposed across the river, which aligns with the 
secondary route cycle path shown in the Long-Term Cycle Network from the 
Department of Transport. This connection is subject to further planning and 
investigation, community consultation and input from other stakeholders, a 
comprehensive project management process, planning approvals, 
environmental clearances, and budget considerations.
 

Traffic/Parking

Various submissions were received during the advertising period regarding 
traffic and parking. More specifically: 

a) Eight submissions stated that the intersection of Great Eastern Highway 
and Kooyong/Brighton Road experiences severe congestion during peak 
hours, with vehicles often having to wait through multiple light cycles to 
enter or exit The Springs.

b) One submission stated that the Corridor needs 6 lanes from Guildford to 
the 6-lane section of Great Eastern Highway to alleviate traffic congestion. 
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Social implications

The Strategy seeks to improve liveability along the Corridor through 
improvements to amenity, an enhanced public realm, connectivity and 
activation. 

Attachment details

Attachment No and title

1. Draft Great Eastern Highway Urban Corridor Strategy [12.3.1 - 149 
pages]

2. CONFIDENTIAL - Schedule of Submissions (Confidential matter in 
accordance with the Local Government Act 1995 (WA) section 5.23(2)(e)) 
[12.3.2 - 97 pages]

3. Schedule of Submissions [12.3.3 - 85 pages]
4. Background Report [12.3.4 - 78 pages]
5. Transport Strategy [12.3.5 - 61 pages]



URBAN 
CORRIDOR
STRATEGY

GREAT EASTERN HIGHWAY

May September 2024

�$�W�W�D�F�K�P�H�Q�W������������ �'�U�D�I�W�*�U�H�D�W�(�D�V�W�H�U�Q�+�L�J�K�Z�D�\�8�U�E�D�Q�&�R�U�U�L�G�R�U�6�W�U�D�W�H�J�\

�2�U�G�L�Q�D�U�\�&�R�X�Q�F�L�O�0�H�H�W�L�Q�J
�7�X�H�V�G�D�\���� �2�F�W�R�E�H�U�������� �3�D�J�H�_����



II

GREAT EASTERN HIGHWAY CORRIDOR 
STRATEGY BACKGROUND REPORT 

TBB 16/100-0 		  KH		  March 2018

COB Modi�cations		    IW / CG		  May 2024

THIS REPORT WAS ORIGINALLY PRODUCED BY TAYLOR 

BURRELL BARNETT (TBB) ON BEHALF OF THE CITY OF BELMONT 

(COB). 

THIS HAS SINCE BEEN AMENDED BY THE CITY OF BELMONT. 

MASSING MODEL IMAGERY INSERTED IN THE DOCUMENT WAS 

PREPARED BY HATCH.

COB Modi�cations		    IW / CG		  September 2024

�$�W�W�D�F�K�P�H�Q�W������������ �'�U�D�I�W�*�U�H�D�W�(�D�V�W�H�U�Q�+�L�J�K�Z�D�\�8�U�E�D�Q�&�R�U�U�L�G�R�U�6�W�U�D�W�H�J�\

�2�U�G�L�Q�D�U�\�&�R�X�Q�F�L�O�0�H�H�W�L�Q�J
�7�X�H�V�G�D�\���� �2�F�W�R�E�H�U�������� �3�D�J�H�_����



PRECINCT 3: HARDEY ROAD TO TONKIN HIGHWAY 	 96
LAND USE	 98
BUILT FORM	 100
MOVEMENT	 102
PUBLIC REALM	 104

PRECINCT 4: TONKIN HIGHWAY TO EAST OF IVY STREET	 106
LAND USE	 108
BUILT FORM	 110
MOVEMENT 	 112
PUBLIC REALM	 114

STRATEGIES AND IMPLEMENTATION	 116

THE URBAN CORRIDOR STRATEGY	 118
LAND USE 	 118
PUBLIC REALM	 122
BUILT FORM	 124
MOVEMENT 	 126

IMPLEMENTATION	 131
GAP ANALYSIS 	 132

GOVERNANCE FRAMEWORK	 134
OPTION 1 	 135
OPTION 2 	 138
STATUTORY PLANNING RECOMMENDATIONS 	 141
FUNDING STRATEGIES	 142
PUBLIC WORKS IMPLEMENTATION	 142
MARKET LED DEVELOPMENT	 142
ACTION PLAN	 143

APPENDIX A: BACKGROUND REPORT	 146

APPENDIX B: TRANSPORT STRATEGY	 147

URBAN CORRIDOR CONCEPT PLAN	 34

URBAN DESIGN FRAMEWORK	 36

PUBLIC REALM	 38
TYPOLOGIES	 49
SPACES	 40
LANDSCAPE ZONE	 44
CONNECTIONS	 48

MOVEMENT 	 50
TYPOLOGIES 	 51
ACCESS AND PARKING	 52
CROSSINGS	 54

LAND USE 	 56
TYPOLOGIES	 57
FOCUS AREAS	 58

BUILT FORM 	 60
TYPOLOGIES	 61
SCALE	 62
BUILDING SETBACK	 64
TRANSITION	 66
ACTIVE GROUND FLOOR	 72

URBAN CORRIDOR PRECINCTS	 74
PRECINCT 1: GRAHAM FARMER FREEWAY TO BELMONT AVENUE	76
LAND USE	 78
BUILT FORM	 80
MOVEMENT	 82
PUBLIC REALM	 84

PRECINCT 2: BELMONT AVENUE TO HARDEY ROAD	 86
LAND USE	 88
BUILT FORM	 90
MOVEMENT	 92
PUBLIC REALM	 94

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY	 2
VISION	 5

URBAN CORRIDOR CONCEPT PLAN	 6

INTRODUCTION	 8
WHY DO WE NEED A STRATEGY FOR THE CORRIDOR?	 10
THE OPPORTUNITY FOR THE CORRIDOR	 10
HOW WILL THE STRATEGY GET US THERE?	 10
THE STRUCTURE OF THIS REPORT	 11

BACKGROUND	 12
AREA SOCIO�ECONOMIC ANALYSIS	 12
AREA PHYSICAL ANALYSIS	 12
PLANNING FRAMEWORK	 12
WORKING WITH THE COMMUNITY 	 12
WHAT WE HAVE LEARNED ABOUT BETTER URBANISM	 13
URBAN CORRIDOR ATTRIBUTES	 14

ROLE AND FUNCTION	 16
METROPOLITAN KEY DRIVERS	 16
LOCAL ECONOMIC INFLUENCES	 18
TRANSPORT AND ACCESS	 20
PLANNED URBANISATION	 21

KEY CONSIDERATIONS	 22

VISION AND THEMES	 24

VISION PLAN	 26

THEMES	 28
THEME 1 � CONNECTING PEOPLE AND PLACES	 28
THEME 2: MAKING CAPTIVATING STREETS AND SPACES	 29
THEME 3: FOSTERING EMPLOYMENT AND LIVEABILITY	 30
THEME 4: CREATING A MEMORABLE CITY FABRIC	 31

NETWORKS	 32

�$�W�W�D�F�K�P�H�Q�W������������ �'�U�D�I�W�*�U�H�D�W�(�D�V�W�H�U�Q�+�L�J�K�Z�D�\�8�U�E�D�Q�&�R�U�U�L�G�R�U�6�W�U�D�W�H�J�\

�2�U�G�L�Q�D�U�\�&�R�X�Q�F�L�O�0�H�H�W�L�Q�J
�7�X�H�V�G�D�\���� �2�F�W�R�E�H�U�������� �3�D�J�H�_����



EXECUTIVE 
SUMMARY
Building upon the WA Planning 
Commission’s Network City and 
Directions 2031 and Beyond 
(2010), together with Perth and 
Peel@3.5 million and State 
Planning Policy 4.2 (SPP 4.2), 
the Great Eastern Highway 
(Corridor) is recognised as a 
Strategically Important Activity 
Corridor where the synergies of 
the movement economy, high 
frequency public transport, 
employment land, Swan River 
amenity and proximity to the 
Perth Central Business District 
(CBD) align to form a strong and 
successful Urban Corridor 
framework. 

STRATEGIC 
CONTEXT

Planning 
Framework

Area Physical

Role and 
Function

Community 
Engagement

Key Considerations

VISION &THEMES

2. Making 
Captivating Streets 

and Spaces

1. Connecting 
People and Places

3. Fostering 
Employment and 

Liveability

4. Creating a 
Memorable City 

Fabric

The Corridor is uniquely positioned to take advantage of 
these existing synergies and facilitate a transformation into a 
successful Urban Corridor. The Corridor comprises a diverse 
collection of neighbourhoods along its length, in which 
people are increasingly drawn to live, work and be close to all 
of the opportunities that come from living in such close 
proximity to the Perth CBD. 

This Strategy sets the framework for gradual transformation 
– a blending of what is great about the area now with new 
jobs, homes and people. This location could o�er a diversity 
of homes and new economic opportunities within a growing, 
changing City. 

The Corridor is positioned between two rail precincts at 
Burswood and Redcli�e that are connected by a priority 
rapid transit route high frequency public transport route. 
This o�ers outstanding possibility as a foundation for change. 
We need to leverage the unprecedented investment in rail 
infrastructure while creating environments and living spaces 
that encourage people to walk or cycle, so that fewer people 
need to use their cars. This requires the true integration of 
planning for transport and land uses that will see greater 
concentrations of housing around transport hubs and within 
the Urban Corridor.

The transformation of the Corridor will also spur on 
investment, enhancing its emerging economic assets and 
providing greater access to a variety of jobs.

The diagram to the right depicts the Urban Corridor Strategy 
framework. 

Figure 1: Great Eastern Highway 
Urban Corridor Strategy Framework
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URBAN CORRIDOR 
CONCEPT PLAN

Networks

Amenity

Nodes

Precincts

URBAN DESIGN FRAMEWORKS

Movement Typologies

•	 Access and Parking.
•	 Crossings.

Public Realm Typologies

•	 Spaces.
•	 Landscape Zone.

Land Use Typologies

•	 Focus Areas.

Built Form Typologies

•	 Scale.
•	 Building setbacks.
•	 Transition.

PRECINCT 
FRAMEWORK

P2. Belmont Avenue 
to  

Hardey Road

P1. Freeway to 
Belmont Avenue

P3. Hardey Road to 
Tonkin Highway

P4. Tonkin Highway 
to east of Ivy Street 

GAP ANALYSIS

Supplementary 
Analysis / Strategies

Transition and 
Frame

IMPLEMENTATION & DEVELOPMENTSTRATEGIES

Future Directions

What We’ve 
Heard

Corridor 
Strategies

Future Actions and 
Recommendations

Funding Strategy

•	 Rates.
•	 User pays levy.
•	 Development fund contributions.
•	 Community Bene�ts Framework

Planning Framework

•	 Endorsed  
Strategy.

•	 Scheme  
Amendment.

Public Works Implementation

•	 Roads.
•	 Public Realm.
•	 Services.

Governance Framework

Future Actions and 
Recommendations

Urban Corridor Strategy Principles

•	 Connections.

•	 Active ground 
�oor.

•	 Local Planning 
Policy.

•	 Structure Plan.
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The philosophy behind the 
Corridor’s future urban structure, 
public domain, land use 
con�guration and built form qualities 
is based on four urban design 
themes which re�ect the 
communities vision for the area. 

Figure 2: Vision Elements

VISION

The Opportunity….. 
 
Insert the following text as paragraph 3 under this heading on page 8. 
 
Fundamental to the ambition of the Strategy is growth that encourages a diversity of small to medium sized businesses and housing diversity.  There is also an opportunity 
to better connect existing public open spaces as well as create more and higher quality public spaces.  A better network of public places will support healthier lifestyles as 
development within the Corridor occurs.   

G
A

T
E

W
A

Y

The Corridor will 
be enhanced as 
one of Perth's key 
urban boulevards 
and a gateway 
between the CBD 
and the Airport. 

C
O

N
N

E
C

T
E

D

Reshape and 
better connect 
places and people 
within a network 
of high amenity 
spaces

LI
V

E
A

B
IL

IT
Y

Create more 
places for people 
to enjoy 
community life.  
Small spaces 
along the street 
and active uses at 
the ground level 
of buildings 
provide 
opportunities for 
people to meet.

S
W

A
N

R
IV

E
R

Embelish existing 
open space and 
provide for new 
spaces that 
support the 
recreational and 
amenity needs of 
the community 
and encourages 
connection to the 
Swan River

H
O

U
S

IN
GC

H
O

IC
E

Plan for a 
diversity of 
housing types to 
accommodate a 
wide range of 
community 
needs.

E
M

P
LO

Y
M

E
N

T

Plan for and 
position the 
Corridor to 
attract new 
businesses that 
create a diversity 
of jobs and 
promote jobs 
closer to home

A
C

C
E

S
S

IB
LE

Create streets 
and spaces that 
are designed for 
cyclists and 
pdestrians. 
Streets and 
spaces must be 
attractive, 
friendly and safe

Embellish

pedestrians.
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URBAN CORRIDOR 
CONCEPT PLAN
The Urban Corridor Concept Plan 
identi�es the key aspects that enable 
the Vision for the Corridor to be 
achieved and transform the Corridor 
into one of Perth’s great urban 
boulevards, creating a linear urban 
experience of beautiful and captivating 
spaces and places.
The Urban Corridor Concept Plan seeks to improve the landscape 
amenity and provide improved connections to re-establish its 
relationship with the Swan River. The pedestrian and cycling 
environment will be enhanced through the provision of safe, accessible 
and convenient paths, supplemented by a diverse range of landscaped 
areas throughout the Corridor. 

The Urban Corridor Concept Plan introduces two main land use focus 
areas, being Activity Nodes, Activity Corridors with an additional Mixed 
Employment area to the east, to provide guidance on the appropriate 
land use mixes along to establish a rhythm of development along the 
Corridor. 

The large volume of tra�c the Corridor currently carries will not be 
impacted however, will become better integrated with improved key 
connections and crossings. Direct vehicular access to Great Eastern 
Highway will be reduced over time as sites along the Corridor are 
redeveloped to ultimately create a place with improved landscaped 
amenity resulting in a pedestrian and cyclist bike rider friendly 
environment.

The Urban Corridor Concept Plan should be read in conjunction with 
the implementation framework in particular noting the transition 
areas identi�ed, which requires further analysis to ensure there is 
provision for adequate transition between the Highway development 
and surrounding suburbs.

Great Eastern Highway Urban Corridor Strategy6

Figure 3: Urban Corridor Concept Map
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INTRODUCTION

Great Eastern Highway is a 590 kilometres long road that 
links Perth with the City of Kalgoorlie. As a key route for 
road vehicles accessing the eastern Wheatbelt and the 
Gold�elds, it is the western portion of the main road link 
between Perth and the eastern states of Australia. 

The Corridor commences at The Causeway, and is a six-
lane dual carriageway from The Causeway to Tonkin 
Highway near Perth Airport. It continues as a four-lane 
single carriageway to Midland. With traf�c volumes 
within the study area averaging approximately 58 ,000 
vehicles per weekday,  the Corridor is not only required to 
meet the resident’s needs with places to live, work, shop, 
play and feel part of the community, but also performs a 
major traf�c function.

WHAT IS THE CORRIDOR?

The geographic scope of the Corridor study is centred 
along the Corridor and comprises the lots fronting the 
Corridor between the Graham Farmer Freeway in 
Rivervale to east of Ivy Street in Ascot and Redcliffe (refer 
Study Area Figure below).

Belmont needs to plan for the future and the Corridor has 
the potential to play a positive role in supporting the 
City’s growth. 

Figure 4: Study Area 

Great Eastern Highway Urban Corridor Strategy8
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Figure 5: Study Area Context
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The City needs to plan for the future and the Corridor has the 
potential to play a positive role in supporting the City’s growth. 

It is a strategically important transport route for industrial, 
business and tourism purposes and supports residential along its 
length. 

However, the Corridor su�ers from congestion in some areas, 
with up to 73,000 vehicle trips per day. The Corridor o�ers little 
amenity for pedestrians, cyclist bike riders and businesses and 
access to properties is compromised. These issues have 
signi�cantly eroded the road’s role as an Urban Corridor: a place 
to live and work. Change is needed if the full potential of the 
Corridor is to be realised. 

Fundamental to the ambition of the Strategy is growth that 
encourages a diversity of small to medium sized businesses and 
housing diversity. There is also an opportunity to better connect 
existing public open spaces as well as create more and higher 
quality public spaces. A better network of public places will 
support healthier lifestyles as development within the Corridor 
occurs. 

The plan has been developed to establish a Vision to support the 
City’s growth and to make the Corridor a better place to live, work 
and visit. To realise this potential the plan provides policy 
guidance and establishes a framework to deliver: 

•	 A productive business environment that supports a range and 
variety of employment opportunities.

•	 A managed access Strategy.
•	 Well serviced and well connected neighbourhoods in which 

people will want to live.
•	 High amenity public realm that o�ers a diverse range of spaces, 

places and connections for people to use and interact with.
•	 An implementation Strategy to coordinate and deliver land use 

change in an orderly and e�cient manner. 

WHY DO WE NEED A STRATEGY 
FOR THE CORRIDOR?

The Strategy seeks to transform the Corridor by bringing new life 
into the Corridor and adjacent communities through investment 
in homes, jobs, transport, open space and public amenity. The 
Strategy takes advantage of the critical building blocks of 
sustainable urbanism outlined above, by integrating them with a 
density of land uses and amenity, to build and enhance the 
existing neighbourhoods along the Corridor. The report 
recognises that the Corridor also includes a number of large sites 
that can facilitate the redevelopment outcomes encouraged 
through the Strategy. 

The Strategy seeks to optimise the strategic location of the City of 
Belmont and the neighbourhoods along the Corridor to facilitate 
these urban outcomes.

Every planning decision made along the Corridor will be 
in�uenced by the outcomes of this report. This includes day-to 
day planning proposals and development applications, and local 
statutory planning documents such as Local Planning Policies 
(LPP). The project will be a catalyst to translate a Vision for the 
Corridor into the future.

THE OPPORTUNITY FOR THE CORRIDOR

The plan works directly toward achieving many of the City’s 
Strategic Community Plan strategies including:

Liveable Belmont:

•	 Plan and deliver vibrant, attractive, safe and economically 
sustainable activity centres.

•	 Ensure activity centres have a thriving economy.
•	 Attract public and private investment and businesses to our 

City and support the retention, growth and prosperity of our 
local businesses.

•	 Encourage and educate the community to embrace sustainable 
and healthy lifestyles.

Connected Belmont:

•	 Make our City more enjoyable, connected and safe for walking 
and cycling.

•	 Facilitate a safe, e�cient and reliable transport network.
•	 Promote alternative forms of transport.

Natural Belmont:

•	 Protect and enhance our natural environment.
•	 Provide green spaces for recreation, relaxation and enjoyment.
•	 Encourage sustainable development to guide built form.

Creative Belmont
•	 Support and collaborate with local schools and businesses.

Responsible Belmont:

•	 Invest in services and facilities for our growing community.
•	 Advocate and provide for a�ordable and diverse housing 

choices.
•	 Engage and consult the community in decision-making.
•	 Engage in strategic planning and implement innovative 

solutions to manage growth in our City.

 

This document provides a framework to help guide the future of 
the Corridor. Recognising that the Strategy articulates a long 
term Vision, this framework:

•	 Uses plans and images to describe the future vision of the 
Corridor, providing concepts on matters like public realm and 
access considerations.

•	 Establishes a series of implementation strategies to ensure that 
the Vision evolves.

•	 Identi�es subsequent actions required to implement the 
Vision.

HOW WILL THE STRATEGY GET US THERE?

STRATEGIC COMMUNITY PLAN 2020�2040
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The Report is divided into 5 parts:

Introduction and Background - an overview of the purpose 
of this study and its application in guiding future planning. 
Consideration of the key characteristics of the Corridor and how 
it �ts with its context, including other strategic planning and 
transport initiatives.

Vision and Themes - an overarching vision for the 
transformation of the Corridor. The report illustrates the ultimate 
vision for the Corridor, including land use and development 
intensity, green space and connections, Activity Nodes and 
transport initiatives. Four themes and guiding strategies are 
identi�ed that will achieve the vision; Connecting People and 
Place, Making Captivating Streets and Spaces, Fostering 
Employment and Liveability, Creating a Memorable City Fabric.

Urban Design Framework - re�ecting community 
aspirations and principles of good urban design to guide the 
development of the Corridor. It facilitates the development of a 
more attractive, enriching and vibrant public realm to ultimately 
support enterprise and improve lifestyle and liveability. 

Urban Corridor Precincts - identifying each of the four 
Precincts and providing further direction on their future growth 
and development in response to the urban design framework. 

Strategies and Implementation - outlining a framework to 
guide, coordinate and facilitate the transformation of the Corridor 
in line with the established vision, themes, principles and 
strategies.

Figure 6: Report Structure

REPORT STRUCTURE
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BACKGROUND

The 6.7km Corridor expands from the Graham Farmer Freeway in 
the Rivervale, running north-west to just east of Ivy Street in 
South Guildford. The Corridor is an important connector in the 
movement network. However, whilst providing good connectivity 
for vehicles, the Corridor is a hostile environment for pedestrians 
and cyclist bike riders. 

The majority of land uses along the Corridor includes a variety of 
commercial, retail and industrial uses. The Corridor also 
accommodates di�erent forms of residential development in the 
form of single, grouped and multiple dwellings. 

There is potential for signi�cant redevelopment, particularly on 
large lots with unencumbered freehold titles. Redevelopment 
should respond to views, the proximity to the Swan River, Perth 
CBD and the Perth Airport. 

AREA SOCIO�ECONOMIC ANALYSIS

The area is less a�uent and holds fewer formal quali�cations 
compared to the Greater Perth average, with a larger proportion 
of the young workforce compared to Greater Perth. The area has 
a growing population of couples without children and lone 
persons households. 

Most of the workforce travel to their occupations by private car 
with a higher proportion of the workforce travelling by bus, 
though a smaller proportion travelling by train compared with 
the Greater Perth average. Employment self-containment is 
21.4% in the City of Belmont. 

The Strategy for the area has given due regard to the prevailing 
strategic and statutory planning framework, which includes 
WAPC’s Perth and Peel @ 3.5 million, Directions 2031 and the 
Central Sub Regional Framework that highlights the potential for 
redevelopment and growth in accordance with the strategic goal 
of a consolidated and connected Metropolitan City. 

The Strategy will be implemented through the statutory 
framework, which includes the City of Belmont Local Planning 
Scheme and the City’s Local Planning Policies.

It is likely that the City’s new Local Planning Scheme will put in 
place new zones and provisions to guide and manage future 
development. This plan seeks to provide guidance for future 
decision-making on land use, increased density, amenity, 
a�ordability, services and infrastructure. Connecting these 
planning goals both to the community’s needs and expectations 
and to the City’s visionary goals can be a challenging task. 

AREA PHYSICAL ANALYSIS PLANNING FRAMEWORK

To inform our understanding of the issues, two Vision and Design 
Workshops were held with members of the community to inform 
and assist in crafting an overall shared Vision and design for the 
Corridor. 

Engaging diverse viewpoints, the planning discussions helped to 
ensure a process that was inclusive, and that incorporated leading 
edge thinking on the most challenging issues the City is facing. 

The workshops focused on identifying principles and themes to 
inform an overall vision based on the community members 
desires for speci�c development outcomes. The vision and design 
principles were then used to guide the design scenarios for the 
Corridor. 

The community’s vision for the area includes:

•	 A Corridor which is a gateway to the Perth CBD.
•	 An improvement to the public realm with better parks and 

gathering places, more trees and vegetation in the streets, 
wider, shady footpaths and less impact from car parking and 
tra�c speed.

•	 Greater connectivity to the river.
•	 Redevelopment of an appropriate human scale which enables 

growth of the community.
•	 Diversity of housing stock to provide an opportunity for older 

people to retire locally and for young families to settle.
•	 The opportunity for improved access to community places 

within the area and growth and diversity in the local centres.

WORKING WITH THE COMMUNITY 
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Activity Corridors “are connections 
between activity centres that 
provide excellent, high frequency 
public transport to support the land 
uses that will occur along the 
Activity Corridors and at the activity 
centres. Activity Corridors are not 
designed to be high-speed through 
traf�c routes.” (network city, 2004, 
dpi).
Housing Choice and A�ordability: Plan for a diversity of housing 
types to accommodate a wide range of community needs, 
including a�ordable housing, family housing, student housing 
and seniors housing.

Future development in the Corridor should contribute to diversity 
in the Corridor’s land uses in a way that creates opportunities for 
people to live and work locally. The Strategy proposes mixed-use 
Precincts along or adjacent to existing and proposed public 
transport Corridors, urban services and community facilities. 
Development decisions should encourage these kinds of uses 
along the Corridor, calling on the principles of transit-oriented 
development. 

Decision-making should be open to new models to deliver 
housing diversity, choice and a�ordability, so that the housing 
mix in the Corridor meets current and future needs. This may 
require amendments to planning mechanisms or development 
controls.

Diverse and resilient economy: Plan for and position the Corridor 
to attract new businesses and to support existing business to 
create a diversity of jobs and promote closer jobs to home.

A variety of industry and service sectors are located along the 
Corridor. Each section of the Corridor has its own strengths in 
terms of economic growth and employment. The Strategy 
presents an opportunity to build on the strengths of Precincts 
along the Corridor to develop local economies and deliver a 
diversity of jobs.

The Strategy focuses on recognising the unique potential of each 
part of the Corridor to contribute to overall economic productivity 
through the renewal of declining commercial and retail areas, the 
creation of new centres and hubs of economic activity, and by 
positioning the Corridor to accommodate new and emerging 
industries and business models.

The Strategy also seeks to promote ways of developing the 
economy of the Corridor through strategic planning and policy 
mechanisms. 

Accessible and connected: Reshape and better connect places 
and associated movement networks to serve residents, 
employees and visitors to and along the Corridor.

The Corridor is one of Perth’s busiest roads, carrying thousands of 
vehicles each day. It is part of a wider transport network that 
includes inter and intrastate connections, as well as a network of 
arterial and local roads.

WHAT WE HAVE LEARNED ABOUT BETTER URBANISM

Accessible and connected transport is vital for the liveability, 
economic prosperity, e�ciency and success of the Corridor. The 
WA Government is committed to the provision of attractive 
public transport choices to help manage the increasing demand 
for travel along the Corridor, support areas of urban renewal, 
facilitate the redevelopment along the Corridor and connect 
people to their places of choice.

The Strategy promotes improvements to the road network to 
facilitate land use change and growth. 

Planning, development and transport management decisions 
should also look beyond infrastructure solutions. The means 
supporting initiatives that manage travel demand by reducing 
the need for car trips, encouraging more diverse land uses- 
especially for employment, and co-locating land uses so that 
people have less need to or less distance to travel. 

Vibrant communities and places: Promote quality places and 
built form outcomes to transform the Corridor over time.

Perth is recognised as one of the best places in Australia to live. A 
key focus of the Strategy is to improve the amenity of the Corridor 
by focussing on communities and places in a way that respects, 
renews and enhances the existing qualities of the Corridor.

The Strategy promotes further layers of planning in the form of 
Design Guidelines that establish clear principles around open 
space and community infrastructure to ensure that planning 
decisions consider how people interact with places along the 
Corridor. People will want to spend their time in well-designed, 
attractive and greener streets and public spaces. It is essential 
that decisions on change of use or new land uses ensure 
appropriate transitions in scale, and that heritage buildings and 
conservation areas are e�ectively reused and integrated. 
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Much needed community infrastructure, will need to be delivered 
to support the proposed growth in the Corridor. It is crucial that 
community places and buildings in particular are planned and 
designed so they are multi-purpose and also have room to 
expand as the population ages and di�erent patterns of work and 
social life emerge.

Green spaces and links: Embellish existing open spaces and 
provide new spaces to support the amenity and recreational 
needs of the community and the Corridor. 

One of the challenges for the Corridor is to ensure that it continues 
to be a great place to live and work, and that neighbourhoods 
along the Corridor are provided with the infrastructure needed to 
support population growth while maintaining health and 
wellbeing. Open space and the public realm are essential to the 
healthy functioning of the built environment. 

The public realm strategies developed for the Corridor aim to 
provide guidance for a connected and continuous open space 
network. 

Given the highly developed nature of the Corridor, the Strategy 
has considered a diverse range of connections, linkages and 
spaces through the realisation of the following initiatives:

•	 Improving linkages within and between the existing open 
space network.

•	 Reinforcing connections.
•	 Ensuring that open space and the public domain enhance the 

quality of the Corridor.
•	 Improving the landscape amenity of the Corridor.

Supportive land uses are those that:

•	 Include high employment and residential densities, recognising 
that the highest densities will be focused towards the Springs, 
along the foreshore and at Activity Nodes and major transit 
modes (e.g. Redcli�e Train Station), with strategic opportunities 
for sustainability (i.e. large sites) and decrease in distance from 
these areas.

•	 Ensure adequate and appropriate employment space.
•	 Encourage travel time outside of peak periods.
•	 Attract reverse �ow travel.
•	 Encourage travel by walking and cycling.

Non-supportive land uses are those that:

•	 Are oriented more towards travel by automobile rather than 
walking, cycling or taking transit.

•	 Generate high levels of vehicular tra�c and require signi�cant 
parking.

•	 Provide low-density building forms.
•	 Create an unpleasant environment for pedestrians.
•	 Have limited hours of operation.

The Strategy encourages the application of these traits and 
characteristics as redevelopment occurs.

The ideal Urban Corridor would typically be characterised by the 
following traits:

High density residential facilities (i.e. apartments), sometimes as 
a component of mixed use development;

•	 A variety of non-residential uses, including retail, commercial, 
food and beverage, health, short-stay accommodation and 
education facilities, in a high quality street-based built form.

•	 With major destinations or attractions as anchors at each end.
•	 Maximum intensity of development along the primary 

Corridor, with a gradual reduction in intensity behind the 
Corridor.

•	 A rail-based form of high frequency public transport along the 
length of the Corridor.

•	 Buildings that address the street, with minimal front setbacks 
and parking excluded from the front setback area.

•	 Street trees and awnings to provide climatic relief.
•	 Generous footpaths and cycle paths on both sides of the main 

Corridor and connecting with the surrounding area to 
encourage walking.

•	 Regular, safe and formalised pedestrian crossings.
•	 Limited vehicle tra�c speeds (up to 50km/hr).
•	 Parallel rear laneways and local streets (but not continuous 

along the length of the Corridor) that provide for e�cient 
vehicle access. Direct vehicle access is ideally not provided 
within the Activity Corridor.

•	 Provide land uses that optimise the investment in transit. New 
development should signi�cantly assist in optimising a shift in 
travel choice to walking, cycling and public transport. Land 
uses that do not support this shift should be avoided.

URBAN CORRIDOR ATTRIBUTES
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Figure 7: Metropolitan Key Drivers
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ROLE AND FUNCTION

ECONOMY
WA is Australia’s export powerhouse, this economic advantage, 
coupled with the State’s abundant mineral wealth, tourist 
attractions and high standard of living, positions Perth to further 
develop relationships with the rest of the world, particularly the 
increasingly important Indo-Paci�c region. In particular; 

•	 Its major export destinations for 2021-22 were China, Japan, 
Republic of Korea, Singapore and Taiwan. 

•	 Real Gross State Product (GSP) increased by 3.1% in 2021-22.
•	 WA accounts for a 42.1% share of Australian trade (goods and 

services).
•	 Future growth priority sectors identi�ed include energy, 

tourism, international education, mining, health and primary 
industries.

EDUCATION 
WA’s education sector is worth $2.1 billion per annum. There are 
around 50,000 international student enrolments each year in WA, 
with each student adding their spending power to the local 
economy. International education numbers for new 
commencements in WA at YTD Nov 2017 were growing, however 
dropped by 7.4% in 2020 during the pandemic. In reasonable 
proximity to Belmont are;

•	 	Murdoch University.
•	 	Curtin University Bentley and Curtin University Midland 

medical school.
•	 In addition the State Government has future plans to develop a 

light rail link between the University of WA, Perth CBD and 
Curtin University, termed “the knowledge arc”.

INFRASTRUCTURE
Signi�cant infrastructure projects which drive metropolitan 
economic growth include;

•	 The State’s largest infrastructure project, Gateway WA, in the 
heart of Belmont, which improves the road network and freight 
access on Leach Highway, Tonkin Highway and the surrounding 
feeder network, catering for increasing passenger and freight 
movements for the Perth Airport terminal and Kewdale and 
Forrest�eld industrial estates.

•	 The Kewdale Freight Terminal comprising approximately 
17,000 square meters of rail yard and depots with an annual 
container turnover rate of approximately 330,000 units.

•	 The State’s �rst Metronet rail project is the $1.86 billion 
Forrest�eld-Airport Link (FAL), jointly funded by the Australian 
and Western Australian governments, which delivered rail 
service to the eastern suburbs of Perth including Belmont – 
with three stations at Redcli�e, Airport Central and Forrest�eld.

•	 Belmont has been part of the NBN rollout to service the City 
from 2015-2018.

Western Australia’s natural resources and exports and Perth’s 
connections to the rest of the world are key drivers of the 
metropolitan economy.

METROPOLITAN KEY DRIVERS
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POPULATION AND EMPLOYMENT
The State Government’s planning framework for the future of 
Perth includes the Perth and Peel@3.5million suite of strategic 
land use planning documents which aim to accommodate 3.5 
million people by 2050 and provides for; 

•	 A forecasted population increase to 58,319 in 2041, re�ecting a 
39.3% change.

•	 215,000 additional dwellings in the Perth Metropolitan Central 
sub region including 10,410 new dwellings in Belmont and 
22,900 additional people.

•	 285,800 additional jobs in the Central sub region which may 
imply 14,700 additional jobs in Belmont, based upon the 
average of 1.4 jobs per household in 2016. This �gure could rise 
if Belmont is able to capitalise upon its current economic base 
and locational advantages.

AIRPORT
Perth Airport is one of the main employers and key strategic 
assets within the Metropolitan area and is located in Belmont; 

•	 The airport is located on a 2,105ha estate that has been 
developed into a road and rail freight logistics precinct.

•	 The airport is serviced by 18 major international airlines and 12 
regional and domestic carriers. Over the past decade, the 
airport has experienced growth rates of nine per cent per 
annum.

•	 The number of passengers to pass through the airport is 
expected to surge from 14 million in 2014 to more than 28 
million by 2034.

•	 Perth Airport’s redevelopment into one of the best airports in 
the Asia-Paci�c region included the opening of Terminal 2 and 
the expansion and upgrade of Terminals 1 and 3 in 2015. This 
has seen all commercial air services, with the exception of 
Qantas and those in the general aviation area, consolidated 
into one major precinct.

PERTH CBD
Perth is Australia’s closest and most accessible capital city to the 
world’s strongest economic growth regions and has evolved into 
a major hub for air travel, freight and logistics;

•	 Perth enjoys the shortest travel times of any Australian state 
capital city to key markets in Africa, the Middle East, Europe 
and most Asian markets.

•	 Perth shares a time zone (of plus or minus two hours) with 60 
per cent of the world’s population in the emerging economies 
of Asia. Perth is also the only Australian state capital that is 
contactable with the United Kingdom and Europe during 
overlapping business hours. 
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Households

In 2021 the City had a lower proportion of households in the high 
income category and fewer couples and singles with children 
compared to Perth. Belmont has a lower home ownership rate 
than Perth and a higher proportion of residents renting 
accommodation privately or in social housing. Belmont has a 
lower proportion of separate houses and a higher proportion of 
medium and high-density dwellings than Perth. The majority of 
homes had three bedrooms but Belmont also has a higher 
proportion of 1 and 2 bedroom dwellings than Perth.

Workforce

The City’s Gross Regional Product was nearly $9 billion as of 2021, 
contributing 3% to the Western Australian economy. The largest 
industry is Transport, Postal and Warehousing, re�ecting the 
function of major activities of Perth Airport and Kewdale 
Industrial areas. There were nearly 53,000 jobs in the City in 2021 
which equates to 4% of WA jobs. 

Unemployment in the City is at 5.6%. The City has a relatively 
skilled local labour force with over 35.7% of residents having a 
tertiary quali�cation. The top three industries of employment for 
residents were health care/social assistance, retail trade and 
accommodation/food services. Over 74% of residents work 
outside the City with the top three locations being Perth CBD, 
Canning and Victoria Park.

Accessible 

Belmont is within the Central sub region and direct neighbour to 
the South East and North East subregions. Belmont derives 
economic growth from proximity to and connections to Perth 
CBD, Perth Airport, the strategic industrial hubs of Kewdale and 
Welshpool and road and rail freight routes including Kewdale 
Freight Terminal, Tonkin Highway, Corridor and is a short distance 
to Graham Farmer Freeway, Great Northern Highway and access 
to the Perth-Darwin Highway and future Perth-Adelaide Highway. 
Belmont has two crossings over the Swan River at Garratt Bridge 
and Tonkin Highway.

Attractions

Major international attractions border the western end of 
Belmont, namely Crown Casino which attracts 10 million visitors 
each year and employs around 5,000 employees and Optus 
Stadium which is designed for 60,000 patrons with possible 
expansion to 70-80,000, attracting major sporting and 
performance events. 

In the heart of Belmont and re�ecting the City’s long legacy of 
association with the horse racing industry, Ascot Racecourse is 
one of Western Australia’s primary horse racing venues and its 
popular Spring Racing Carnival.

Belmont includes signi�cant Swan River foreshore areas and over 
100km of shared use paths. In close proximity to the City are the 
major tourist attractions of the Swan Valley, Guildford historic 
town and the scenic Darling Scarp.

Demographics 

The City had a population of just over 42,000 in 2021 with a lower 
proportion of older workers and empty nesters but a greater 
proportion of independent, young working age residents 
compared to Perth. 

LOCATION

LOCAL ECONOMIC INFLUENCES

The City of Belmont encompasses 
a total land area of 40 square 
kilometres in the heart of 
metropolitan Perth. Belmont is a 
signi�cant commercial and 
employment centre serving a 
catchment across the South 
Eastern Metropolitan Perth and is 
regarded as one of the most 
convenient, affordable and 
productive Local Government 
Areas. 
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Figure 8: Local Economic Inluences - Location
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