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MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING HELD IN THE CITY OF 
BELMONT CIVIC CENTRE, 215 WRIGHT STREET, CLOVERDALE, ON MONDAY, 
23 JULY 2001, COMMENCING AT 7.32PM

PRESENT

Cr P R Passeri, JP West Ward
Cr M H Blair Central Ward
Cr G Dornford (until 9.18pm) Central Ward
Cr M C Godsell (until 9.23pm) Central Ward
Cr G Doney West Ward
Cr A T Richardson, JP West Ward
Cr M M Bass East Ward
Cr G J Godfrey East Ward
Cr A P Murfin, OAM, JP South Ward
Cr E Teasdale South Ward
Cr J Powell South Ward

IN ATTENDANCE

Mr B Genoni Chief Executive Officer
Mr N Hartley Deputy Chief Executive Officer
Mr R Lutey Director - Engineering
Mr N Deague Director – Development
Mr S Cole Director – Corporate Services

MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC

There were 33 members of the public and 1 member of the press (Southern Gazette) 
present.

1. OFFICIAL OPENING

The Mayor opened the meeting and welcomed all those in attendance.

2. APOLOGIES & LEAVE OF ABSENCE

2.1 APOLOGIES

Nil.

2.2 LEAVE OF ABSENCE

Councillor P Marks 
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3. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Chief Executive Officer, Bruce Genoni declared a financial interest.  The interest is in 
Item 8.1.1 of the Resources and Policy Committee meeting minutes dated 16 July 
2001. That nature of the interest being that he contributed to the report and may be 
asked to comment and that he is a staff member that may be impacted on by the 
Policy.

Director - Corporate Services, Stuart Cole declared a financial interest.  The interest 
is in Item 8.1.1 of the Resources and Policy Committee meeting minutes dated 
16 July 2001. The nature of the interest being that he contributed to the report and 
may be asked to comment and that he is a staff member that may be impacted on by 
the Policy.

Manager – Human Resources, Anne-Marie Forte declared a financial interest.  The 
interest is in Item 8.1.1 of the Resources and Policy Committee meeting minutes 
dated 16 July 2001. The nature of the interest being that she contributed to the report 
and may be asked to comment and that she is a staff member that may be impacted on 
by the Policy.

Cr. Dornford declared a financial interest.  The interest is in Item 8.2.3 of the 
Resources and Policy Committee meeting minutes dated 16 July 2001. The nature of 
the interest being that he is the Lessee of the Belmont Child Care Centre.

Cr. Dornford declared a financial interest.  The interest is in Item 8.4.4 of the 
Resources and Policy Committee meeting minutes dated 16 July 2001. The nature of 
the interest being that he is the Lessee of the Belmont Child Care Centre.

In accordance with the City of Belmont’s Code of Conduct, Liz Bushby, Planning 
Officer, declared an interest that could give rise to a reasonable belief that her 
impartiality may be adversely affected.  The interest is in Item 8.6.1 of the Planning 
and Development Committee meeting minutes dated 17 July 2001.  The nature of the 
interest being that a submission on the proposal was received by Youssa Pty Ltd, 
and signed by John Plummer as a director of the company.  Mr John Plummer 
employs Liz Bushby’s father.

In accordance with the City of Belmont’s Code of Conduct, Councillor Margie Bass 
declared an interest that could give rise to a reasonable belief that her impartiality 
may be adversely affected. The interest is in Item 8.7.1 of the Planning and 
Development Committee meeting minutes dated 17 July 2001 listing a decision for 
application 110/2001/DA.  The nature of the interest being the property is located 
near her residence and the development may impact on land values in the area.
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Item 3 continued…

Cr. Dornford declared a financial interest.  The interest is in Item 8.8.3 of the 
Resources and Policy Committee meeting minutes dated 16 July 2001. The nature of 
the interest being that he owns AMP shares.

4. ANNOUNCEMENTS BY THE PRESIDING MEMBER
(WITHOUT DISCUSSION)

The Mayor advised that at the conclusion of last Friday’s Citizenship Ceremony, 
Mr Kim Wilkie MP Federal Member for Swan, presented the City of Belmont with an 
Australian flag.

Thr Mayor announced that the City had recently received a certificate and award 
from the Cities For Climate Protection, signifying that we had “achieved milestone 1”. 
Councillor Richardson (who received the award on the City’s behalf at a function in 
Cottesloe recently) presented the certificate and award to the Mayor.

The Mayor reminded Councillors of the Oasis Family Fun Day this coming weekend 
(29 July 2001) and the Avon Descent Community Day to be held at Garvey Park on 
Sunday, 5 August 2001 from 11.00am to 3.00pm.  He urged all Councillors to 
participate in these events.

5. PUBLIC QUESTION TIME
***7.39pm

For the benefit of the public present the Chief Executive Officer stated the rules of 
Public Question Time.

5.1 RESPONSES TO QUESTIONS TAKEN ON NOTICE AT PREVIOUS MEETING

5.1.1 Mr Peter Stewart – 275 Peet Road, Roleystone 
(3 Hawksburn Road, Rivervale)

Mr Stewart asked the following question at the Special Council Meeting held on 
16 June 2001, which was taken on notice. Mr Stewart’s question was responded to in 
correspondence dated 20 July 2001. Details of the response are provided below.

Mr Stewart asked does The Springs Working Group speak for Council?

The Springs Working Group, as the name suggests, is only a working group.  Only 
Council can speak for itself.  The Mayor (S2.8) and the Chief Executive Officer 
(S5.41) also have some capacity to speak on behalf of the local government.
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Item 5.1.1 continued…

Mr Stewart also asked eight further questions relating to The Springs and Council’s 
2001-02 Budget, however the answers to these questions (taken on notice from the 
meeting held 16 July 2001) will be included in the 13 August 2001 Ordinary Council 
Meeting Agenda.

5.2 QUESTIONS ON WHICH WRITTEN NOTICE HAS BEEN GIVEN PRIOR TO THE 
MEETING

5.2.1 Mr Peter Stewart – 275 Peet Road, Roleystone 
(3 Hawksburn Road, Rivervale)

I refer to item 9.2 on the Agenda this evening and ask:

1. Does Councillor Godsell, and any other Councillors who may consider 
supporting his motion, retain their copies of Council Agendas, Minutes 
and attachments? In particular, I ask if Councillor Godsell has retained 
the Minutes of meeting of the City on 11 September 2000, item 8.1 
indicates the 33 names and addresses of those members of The 
Springs Private Landowners Group?

2. Will Councillor Godsell and other Councillors supporting his inquisitive 
motion please refer to the Minutes of Special Council Meeting of the 
City on 27 February 2001 to find the 29 names and addresses of those 
members of The Springs Private Landowners Group?

3. Will Council please acknowledge that, based on these Council 
documents, The Springs Private Landowners Group represents the 
majority of the landowners in Town Planning Scheme 13, The Springs?

4. Is Council aware that their lawyers, McLeod and Co. wrote to The 
Springs Private Landowners on 10 July 2001 seeking 
information..(scandalous portion of question deleted)?

5. Based on the McLeod letter, our legal advice is that Council may be 
considering an action for defamation or other redress against The 
Springs Private Landowners Group or any of its members. Is this 
possible?
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Item 5.2.1 continued…

6. Why does Council continue to reject calls by our group for an inquiry by 
the Department of Local Government into the City of Belmont.. 
(rhetorical and argumentative addition to the question omitted)?

The Mayor advised that he would take these questions on notice.

5.2.2 Mr Ross O’Neil– 3 Glyde Street, South Perth 
(12 Rowe Avenue, Rivervale)

I refer to the Agenda for tonight’s meeting at item 13.2, as one why attended 
the twenty third meeting of The Springs Committee on 18 July 2001, I ask:

1. Can the Mayor please confirm the.. (argumentative words deleted) 
..advice offered by the Director – Development at The Springs Working 
Group Meeting on Wednesday last, that he and other officers of the City 
of Belmont have been interviewed by investigators of two government 
agencies in the past two months in regard to planning matters or Town 
Planning Scheme No, 13?

2. When were Councillors apprised of this development and when were 
those officers of the City of Belmont interviewed?

3. If an investigation is afoot, what are its terms of reference?

4. Why is the City rushing to re-advertising Town Planning Scheme No. 13 
next month in such a charged environment, particularly when the Senior 
Planning Officer confirmed to the meeting that it is open, under 
Regulation 20 of the Town Planning Regulations, and at Council’s 
discretion, to delay any re-advertising of this Scheme?

5. Will the Mayor or Chief Executive Officer please confirm that the City 
has obligations in regard to facilitating and assisting any Departmental 
investigation?

6. Was the Mayor and any other Councillors aware that officers of the City 
had been interviewed, or were about to be interviewed, when he and 
others met with the Minister for Planning on 12 June 2001 in regard to 
Ministerial approval for The Springs?

The Mayor advised that he would take these questions on notice.
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5.2.3 Mr Kevin Morgan– 10/4 Queen Street, Bentley

I refer to the Agenda for tonight’s meeting at item 13.2, as one who attended 
the twenty third meeting of The Springs Committee on 18 July 2001, I ask:

1. Why, when landowners asked The Springs Committee meeting if it was 
a properly constituted occasional committee of the City of Belmont, the 
officers report should suggest that we asked “if it constitutes a standing 
committee and as such whether those present are required to submit 
declarations of interest”.

2. Why, when landowners asked that employees declare financial 
interests when reporting to Council or Committee, the officers report 
should suggest that because no decisions are made at The Springs 
Committee, declarations are not required?

3. Could the Chief Executive Officer or the Mayor please read to this 
meeting, Section 5.70 of the Local Government Act 1995 (WA)?

4. Will Council please correct the officers report in relation to there being 
five landowners at the meeting; there were three landowners at the 
meeting with a representative from Main Roads WA and a 
representative from Kampar Investments, a lease holder of Council 
property and non-participating landowner?

5. Why does the officer’s report state “Whilst a number of landowners are 
opposed to readvertising of the Scheme, there are others who want to see the 
Scheme progress as soon as possible”? No landowner or landowners 
representative expressed a view to this meeting that the Scheme as 
advertised be progressed at all, let alone “as soon as possible”. Could 
the Director – Development please nominate to the meeting, and to 
Councillor Godsell, any landowner at the meeting who said that they 
wanted to see this Scheme progress as soon as possible?

6. Why is the dissemination of information after this Springs Committee 
meeting, being new plans and data, selective and limited only to those 
able to attend the meeting on 18 July 2001?

The Mayor advised that he would take these questions on notice.
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5.3 QUESTIONS FROM THE FLOOR

5.3.1 Mr Rob Greenwood– 151 Coolgardie Avenue, Redcliffe

Is the City currently under investigation by the WA Police Fraud Squad?

The Mayor advised, not to his knowledge. The Chief Executive Officer also advised, 
not to his knowledge.

NOTE: No indication has been given to the City that the City is currently under 
investigation by the Fraud Squad.  It is however, understood, that 
Mr Peter Stewart and/or other critics of the Council, may have requested some 
form of investigation.

5.3.2 Mr Phillip Chaplin– Unit 10, 103 Daly Street, Belmont

Can Council please ensure that the noise and activities of those who use the 
proposed backpackers accommodation will be adequately controlled?

The Mayor advised that Council will be placing appropriate conditions on this 
development in an effort to ensure the continued enjoyment of the area by local 
residents.

5.3.3 Resident – 103 Daly Street, Belmont

Will local residents in close proximity to the proposed backpackers 
development be safely able to use the public areas in proximity to this 
development?

The Mayor advised that he could not offer a comment on what may or may not 
happen in the future, however, Council will be placing appropriate conditions on this 
development in an effort to ensure the continued enjoyment of the area by local 
residents.

5.3.4 Mr Rob Greenwood– 151 Coolgardie Avenue, Redcliffe

1. Has the Mayor or Chief Executive Officer been recently interviewed by 
the WA Police Fraud Squad?

The Mayor advised that he had not. The Chief Executive Officer repeated that he 
was not aware of any investigations by the WA Police Fraud Squad into the City and 
he was unable to comment about whether he had recently been interviewed by the 
WA Police Fraud Squad.
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Item 5.3.4 continued…

2. Would Councillors be informed of any WA Police Fraud Squad 
investigations?

The Chief Executive Officer advised that as he understands, where the WA Police 
Fraud Squad conducted investigations, they can dictate who may or may not be 
informed of its occurrence or progress. 

***7.57pm As there were no further questions, the Mayor declared Public Question Time 
closed.

5.4 PUBLIC STATEMENTS TO COUNCIL TIME

***7.57pm

For the benefit of the public present the Chief Executive Officer stated the rules of 
Public Statements to Council Time.

5.4.1 Statements Where Prior Notice Has Been Given

Nil.

5.4.2 Statements Relevant to Specific Agenda Items under Discussion at 
Tonight's Meeting

5.4.2.1 Mr Mike Robson– Secretary of the City of Belmont Residents and 
Ratepayers Association – 24 Homewood Street, Cloverdale

Mr Robson spoke in reference to item 9.2 of tonight’s Council meeting 
agenda.

5.4.3 Statements Relevant to Other Council or Local Government Issues

Nil.

***8.02pm As there were no further statements, the Mayor declared Public Statements to 
Council Time closed.
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6. CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES

6.1 ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING
HELD 9 JULY 2001

RICHARDSON MOVED, BASS SECONDED, that the minutes of the Ordinary 
Council Meeting held on 9 July 2001, as printed and circulated to all Councillors, 
be confirmed as a true and accurate record.

CARRIED 11 VOTES TO 0

6.2 SPECIAL COUNCIL MEETING
HELD 16 JULY 2001

GODFREY MOVED, GODSELL SECONDED, that the minutes of the Special 
Council Meeting held on 16 July 2001, as printed and circulated to all Councillors, 
be confirmed as a true and accurate record.

CARRIED 11 VOTES TO 0

7. QUESTIONS BY MEMBERS ON WHICH DUE NOTICE HAS BEEN GIVEN
(WITHOUT DISCUSSION)

Nil.

8. PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS

Nil.
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9. MOTIONS OF WHICH PREVIOUS NOTICE HAS BEEN GIVEN

9.1 CR BASS – PUBLIC FORUM

At the 9th July 2001 Council meeting, Councillor Bass gave notice of the following 
motion:-

”That the City of Belmont hold a public forum giving the electors of the 
City the opportunity to give reason why they believe that the Standing 
Orders should be changed to:

(i) Open Committee Meetings; and 

ii) The election of the Mayor by the electors.”

Chief Executive Officer’s Note:  Both the abovementioned matters are among the 
discussion items scheduled for the forthcoming forum of Councillors and senior staff.  
It may therefore be appropriate for discussion on these topics to be deferred until 
after those discussions have occurred.

BASS MOVED, DORNFORD SECONDED, THAT THE CITY OF BELMONT HOLD A 
PUBLIC FORUM GIVING THE ELECTORS OF THE CITY THE OPPORTUNITY TO 
GIVE REASON WHY THEY BELIEVE THAT THE STANDING ORDERS SHOULD 
BE CHANGED TO:

(I) OPEN COMMITTEE MEETINGS; AND 

II) THE ELECTION OF THE MAYOR BY THE ELECTORS.

Councillor Godsell foreshadowed a motion if the above motion is lost namely:

“That the motion be deferred until after the forthcoming forum of Councillors 
and senior staff.”

Councillor Godsell withdrew his foreshadowed motion.

The Substantive motion was put and                                          LOST 3 VOTES TO 8 
For:  Dornford, Bass, Godfrey

Against: Passeri, Richardson, Blair, Murfin, 
Godsell, Powell, Teasdale, Doney
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9.2 CR GODSELL – REPRESENTATIVES TO SUPPLY “MEMBERSHIP” DETAILS

Councillor Godsell, by way of a facsimile received on Monday 16th July 2001, gave 
notice of the following motion:-

”That the representatives of the following groups, namely 
Mr Greenwood, for the ‘I Care’ Residents Group, Mr Robson for the 
‘Ratepayers & Residents Association’ and Mr Stewart representing the 
‘majority of The Springs Private Landowners Group’ be asked by 
Council to supply the names and addresses of the people they say they 
represent.  These names and addresses should then be forwarded to 
the next full meeting of Council.”

GODSELL MOVED, DORNFORD SECONDED, THAT THE REPRESENTATIVES 
OF THE FOLLOWING GROUPS, NAMELY MR GREENWOOD, FOR THE ‘I CARE’ 
RESIDENTS GROUP, MR ROBSON FOR THE ‘RATEPAYERS & RESIDENTS 
ASSOCIATION’ AND MR STEWART REPRESENTING THE ‘MAJORITY OF THE 
SPRINGS PRIVATE LANDOWNERS GROUP’ BE ASKED BY COUNCIL TO 
SUPPLY THE NAMES AND ADDRESSES OF THE PEOPLE THEY SAY THEY 
REPRESENT.  THESE NAMES AND ADDRESSES SHOULD THEN BE 
FORWARDED TO THE NEXT FULL MEETING OF COUNCIL.

LOST 5 VOTES TO 6
For:  Passeri, Blair, Godsell, Doney, Richardson

Against: Dornford, Bass, Godfrey,
 Murfin, Powell, Teasdale, 

10. BUSINESS ADJOURNED FROM A PREVIOUS MEETING

Nil.

11. CORRESPONDENCE

11.1 LEAVE OF ABSENCE

Nil.
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11.2 GENERAL

Nil.

11.3 LATE CORRESPONDENCE OF AN URGENT NATURE

Nil.

12. REPORTS OF COMMITTEES

12.1 RESOURCES AND POLICY COMMITTEE MEETING
HELD 16 JULY 2001 

Receipt of Minutes

GODFREY MOVED, BASS SECONDED, that the minutes of the Resources and 
Policy Committee meeting held on 16 July 2001, as printed and circulated to all 
Councillors, be received.

CARRIED 11 VOTES TO 0

WITHDRAWN ITEMS

Item 8.1.1 was withdrawn at the request of Councillor Godfrey.
Item 8.2.3 was withdrawn at the request of Councillor Godsell.
Item 8.4.4 was withdrawn at the request of Councillor Godsell.
Item 8.8.3 was withdrawn at the request of Councillor Godfrey.

ADOPTION OF THE BALANCE OF THE REPORT

BASS MOVED, DONEY SECONDED, that recommendation items 5.1, 5.2, 7.1, 
7.2, 8.1.2 – 8.1.3, 8.2.1 – 8.2.2, 8.4.1 – 8.4.3, 8.5.1, 8.7.1 – 8.7.2, 8.8.1 – 8.8.2, and 
8.8.4 of the Resources and Policy Committee meeting held on 16 July 2001, be 
adopted en bloc (i.e. with the exception of items 8.1.1, 8.2.3, 8.4.4 and 8.8.3).

CARRIED 11 VOTES TO 0
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12.1.1 Withdrawn Item 8.1.1 – Review of Gratuity Policy

GODFREY MOVED, DORNFORD SECONDED, THAT ON THE BASIS THAT A 
MORE APPROPRIATE POLICY POSITION SHOULD BE ADOPTED BY COUNCIL, 
THE COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION NOT BE ADOPTED AND THAT THE 
FOLLOWING COUNCIL POLICY BE ADOPTED:

“C2.1.3 GRATUITY PAYMENTS TO STAFF

POLICY OBJECTIVE:
SUITABLE RECOGNITION TO STAFF ON RETIREMENT

POLICY STATEMENT:

COUNCIL RECOGNISES THAT IT IS REASONABLE TO PAY A 
GRATUITY TO STAFF IN CERTAIN CIRCUMSTANCES AND THAT THIS 
POLICY SHOULD BE ADVERTISED PUBLICLY IN ACCORDANCE WITH 
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT REQUIREMENTS. THE FOLLOWING 
CRITERIA IS APPLICABLE:

(A) EMPLOYEES WITH A MINIMUM OF TEN YEARS SERVICE WHO 
ALSO QUALIFY AS FOLLOWS:

 RETIREMENT AT AGE 55 OR OVER
 RETIREMENT THROUGH ILL HEALTH

(B) WHERE THE ABOVE CRITERIA IS MET THE GRATUITY SHALL 
BE CALCULATED AT ONE WEEK’S PAY FOR EACH YEAR OF 
SERVICE AT THE RATE OF PAY AT THE CESSATION OF 
EMPLOYMENT, TO A MAXIMUM OF $20,000.

(C) COUNCIL RESERVES THE RIGHT TO MAKE OTHER GRATUITY 
PAYMENTS AT ITS DISCRETION.

(D) ALL THE PAYMENTS PAID UNDER THIS POLICY ARE 
ADVERTISED.”

Councillor Blair foreshadowed a motion if the above motion is lost, namely:

“That the Committee recommendation not be adopted and that in order to give 
the issue additional consideration, the matter be referred back to the 
Resources and Policy Committee for further discussions.”

The Substantive motion was put and                                          LOST 2 VOTES TO 9 
For:  Passeri, Richardson, Blair, Murfin, 
Godsell, Powell, Teasdale, Doney, Bass

Against: Dornford, Godfrey
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Item 12.1.1 continued…

BLAIR MOVED, POWELL SECONDED, THAT THE COMMITTEE 
RECOMMENDATION NOT BE ADOPTED AND THAT IN ORDER TO GIVE THE 
ISSUE ADDITIONAL CONSIDERATION, THE MATTER BE REFERRED BACK TO 
THE RESOURCES AND POLICY COMMITTEE FOR FURTHER DISCUSSIONS.

CARRIED 7 VOTES TO 4
For:  Richardson, Blair, Murfin, 
Godsell, Powell, Bass, Godfrey 

Against: Doney, Richardson, Teasdale, Passeri

12.1.2 Withdrawn Item 8.2.3 – Belmont Family Day Care Scheme

GODSELL MOVED, GODFREY SECONDED, THAT THIS MATTER BE DEFERRED 
FOR DISCUSSION AT ITEM 17 (MATTERS BEHIND CLOSED DOORS) OF 
TONIGHT’S AGENDA.

CARRIED 11 VOTES TO 0

***8.46pm Councillor Dornford earlier declared his financial interest, the nature of 
his interest being that (in regard to item 8.4.4) he is the Lessee of the 
Belmont Child Care Centre and (in regard to item 8.8.3) he owns AMP 
shares, and departed the Council Chambers.

12.1.3 Withdrawn Item 8.4.4 – Lease - Belmont Child Care Centre

GODSELL MOVED, TEASDALE SECONDED, THAT THIS ITEM BE REMOVED 
FROM CONFIDENTIAL COVER.

Councillor Blair foreshadowed a motion if the above motion is lost, namely:

“That the matter be deferred for discussion at item 17 (Matters Behind Closed 
Doors) of tonight’s agenda.”

The Substantive motion was put and…      TIED 5 VOTES TO 5
For:  Godsell, Doney, Richardson, Passeri, Teasdale

Against: Blair, Murfin, Powell, Godfrey, Bass

The Mayor advised that he would be using his casting vote to vote “for” the 
motion.

The Substantive motion was therefore…         CARRIED 6 VOTES TO 5
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Item 12.1.3 continued…

GODSELL MOVED, TEASDALE SECONDED, THAT:

1. THE LESSEE BE SENT A RESPONSE TO HIS LETTER ADVISING THAT 
PAYMENT HAS BEEN ACCEPTED BY COUNCIL AND THAT NO 
FURTHER CORRESPONDENCE WILL BE ENTERED INTO.

2. THE LESSEE BE ADVISED THAT IN FUTURE, THE TERMS OF THE 
LEASE WITH REGARD TO PAYMENTS BEING MADE WHEN DUE BE 
ADHERED TO, AND SHOULD ANY QUERIES ARISE, THEN THEY BE 
DEALT WITH IMMEDIATELY TO AVOID A SIMILAR SITUATION ARISING 
IN THE FUTURE.

CARRIED 8 VOTES TO 2
For:  Richardson, Blair, Murfin, Godsell, Powell, Doney, Teasdale, Passeri

Against: Bass, Godfrey, 

12.1.4 Withdrawn Item 8.8.3 – Analysis of Investments as at 30 June 2001

GODFREY MOVED, BASS SECONDED, THAT THE COMMITTEE 
RECOMMENDATION BE ADOPTED WITHOUT AMENDMENT OR MODIFICATION.

CARRIED 10 VOTES TO 0

***8.55pm Councillor Dornford returned to the meeting.

12.2 PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE MEETING
HELD 17 JULY 2001 

Receipt of Minutes

RICHARDSON MOVED, BLAIR SECONDED, that the minutes of the Planning and 
Development Committee meeting held on 17 July 2001, as printed and 
circulated to all Councillors, be received.

CARRIED 11 VOTES TO 0

WITHDRAWN ITEMS

Item 8.7.1 was withdrawn at the request of Councillor Godfrey.

Version: 1, Version Date: 01/08/2001
Document Set ID: 260448



OCM 23/07/01 Reports of Committees

16
CONFIRMATION DATE:  13 AUGUST 2001

Item 12.2 continued…

ADOPTION OF THE BALANCE OF THE REPORT

RICHARDSON MOVED, BLAIR SECONDED, that recommendation items 5.1, 7, 
8.1.1 – 8.1.2, 8.2.1 – 8.2.2, 8.3.1 – 8.3.3, 8.6.1 – 8.6.6, 8.7.2 – 8.7.7, and 9.1 of the 
Planning and Development Committee meeting held on 17 July 2001, be 
adopted en bloc (i.e. with the exception of item 8.7.1).

CARRIED 11 VOTES TO  0

***8.54pm In accordance with the City of Belmont’s Code of Conduct, Councillor 
Bass earlier declared an interest that could give rise to a reasonable 
belief that her impartiality may be adversely affected. The interest is in 
Item 8.7.1 of the Planning and Development Committee meeting minutes 
dated 17 July 2001 listing a decision for application 110/2001/DA.  The 
nature of the interest being the property is located near her residence 
and the development may impact on land values in the area.

12.2.1   Withdrawn Item 8.7.1 – Details of Items Determined by the Director – 
Development or Manager – Planning Services, in Consultation with the 
Development Control Group

GODFREY MOVED, TEASDALE SECONDED, THAT THE COMMITTEE 
RECOMMENDATION BE ADOPTED WITHOUT AMENDMENT OR MODIFICATION.

CARRIED 10 VOTES TO 0

***8.56pm Councillor Bass returned to the meeting.
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13. REPORTS OF OFFICERS

13.1 INFORMATION ONLY ITEMS

Report by Chief Executive Officer 

APPLICATION

Council’s acknowledgment of receipt of information of general interest.

IS THIS PROPOSAL CONSISTENT WITH COUNCIL’S CORPORATE PLAN? YES

“Operational Plan O1/1(c) - To keep Councillors informed of relevant industry and officer 
activities, regular update reports be presented to the respective committees”.

BACKGROUND

This item relates to information circulated by the Chief Executive Officer which may 
be of general interest to Councillors.

COMMENT

General information and memorandums:

DATED SUBJECT
04/07/01 Aged Accommodation Maintenance Increases 2001-02
10/07/01 Price Increase – Meals on Wheels
12/07/01 Local Government Councillors Manual
12/07/01 Maintenance Increases – Aged Accommodation
12/07/01 Meetings – Monday, 16 July 2001
12/07/01 Local Government Week – Breakfast with the Minister for Local 

Government and Regional Development
13/07/01 Housing Strategy Review
13/07/01 Volunteering Conference
17/07/01 Councillors/Senior Staff Discussions – Tues, 31 July 2001 – 5.30pm
19/07/01 City of Belmont Biennial Elections – Local Government Report
20/07/01 Rita Smith’s Retirement Farewell Function
20/07/01 Avon Descent – Media Breakfast and Community Day
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Item 13.1 continued…

Councillor Information Items circulated on the 13 July 2001: 

13.1.1 WAMA Week Issue No. 27.01 – 6 July 2001.

Councillor Information Items circulated on the 20 July 2001: 

13.1.2 WAMA Week Issue No. 28.01 – 13 July 2001.

MURFIN MOVED, BLAIR SECONDED, THAT THE INFORMATION PROVIDED TO 
ALL COUNCILLORS AND LISTED IN THIS “INFORMATION ONLY ITEMS” 
REPORT BE NOTED AND RECEIVED.

CARRIED 11 VOTES TO 0

Version: 1, Version Date: 01/08/2001
Document Set ID: 260448



OCM 23/07/01 Reports of Officers

19
CONFIRMATION DATE:  13 AUGUST 2001

13.2 THE SPRINGS GUIDED DEVELOPMENT SCHEME - UPDATE

Report by Planning Department.

APPLICATION

Council to consider actions in relation to The Springs Guided Development Scheme 
No. 13.

IS THIS PROPOSAL CONSISTENT WITH COUNCIL’S OPERATIONAL PLAN? YES
Community Objective # C3 - “To encourage the upgrading and compatible redevelopment of the district.”

BACKGROUND

A meeting of the Springs Working Group was held on 18 July 2001.  The Minutes 
from that meeting will be referred to the August Planning and Development 
Committee for consideration. 

COMMENT

The Scheme readvertising dates have been arranged and a number of issues arose 
out of the July meeting of the Working Group as outlined below.

Scheme Readvertising Dates

Following the Ministers consent to grant a readvertising period of 42-days, the 
Western Australian Planning Commission have been advised that the readvertising 
of the Scheme will commence on 13 August 2001 for a 42-day period (closing 
24 September 2001).

Whilst a number of landowners are opposed to readvertising of the Scheme, there 
others who want to see the Scheme progress as soon as possible.  It is considered 
highly undesirable to abort readvertising as such an action would prevent all 
landowners from exercising their right to be involved and comment on the Scheme.  
All landowners will have an opportunity to lodge support and/or concerns formally as 
part of the advertising process.
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Item 13.2 continued…

Legal Advice – Whether the Working Group Constitutes a Standing Committee

The issue was raised by landowners at the Working Group as to whether the 
Working Group constitutes a standing committee and as such whether those present 
are required to submit declarations of interest.

The Working Group did not consider that declarations are required as the Group 
makes no decisions, only recommendations, but resolved to seek a legal opinion to 
clarify the issue.

Cells 5 and 6 Redesign

In May 2001, Council resolved to direct the Scheme Managers to consider further 
design options for the Cells which combines high quality design, appropriate land 
uses and an anticipated greater financial return.  The Scheme Managers in liaison 
with Council’s Planning Department, produced a number of options which were 
further developed following advice from the Buchan Group on development options 
for the cells.  As resolved in June, landowners from Cell 6 and Cell 5 were invited to 
the meeting of the Working Group to view and discuss the recommended options.   
Five landowners accepted the invitation and several indicated that they would like to 
have the opportunity to consider and comment on the options put forward.

The redesigns have been sent to all those landowners who attended the Working 
Group for a one-week comment period so that their comments may be incorporated 
into an additional information package to be sent to all landowners detailing the 
design pros and cons and the viability of the alternate option during the redesign 
phase.  Due to the readvertising date of 13 August 2001, a consideration period of 
one week is unfortunately all that is possible if the landowners comments are to be 
incorporated within the information to be made available to all landowners within the 
affected cells.

Incorporation of Public Question Time at Working Group

The Working Group supported a proposal to incorporate a Public Question time at 
the beginning of the Group’s meetings and to allow for a time for response to 
questions asked at full Council.  It is considered that, as most of the expertise is 
available to answer many of the questions being asked, the Group is the most 
appropriate forum at which questions in regard to the Scheme can be posed.  Any 
questions referred to the Working Group by full Council may also be answered.

Questions of Council asked at Question Time if referred to the Working Group, will be 
formally responded to by Council in the normal manner.
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Item 13.2 continued…

BLAIR MOVED, GODSELL SECONDED, THAT COUNCIL:

1. NOTE AND ENDORSE THE 42-DAY SCHEME READVERTISING PERIOD 
BETWEEN 13 AUGUST 2001 AND 24 SEPTEMBER 2001.

2. ENDORSE THE WORKING GROUP’S PROPOSALS TO:

(A) ALLOW FOR A PUBLIC QUESTION TIME AT THE 
COMMENCEMENT OF THE WORKING GROUP.

(B) ALLOT TIME, ON AN ONGOING BASIS, FOR CONSIDERATION OF 
ANY QUESTIONS REFERRED TO THE GROUP BY FULL COUNCIL.

3. REFER THE CELLS 5 AND 6 REDESIGN OPTIONS TO ALL 
LANDOWNERS DURING THE RE-ADVERTISING PERIOD ALONG WITH A 
STATIC ANALYSIS OF THE VIABILITY OF THE REDESIGNS AND A COPY 
OF THE PRELIMINARY COMMENTS OF THOSE LANDOWNERS WHO 
ATTENDED THE 18TH JULY WORKING GROUP.

CARRIED 9 VOTES TO 2
For: Passeri, Richardson, Murfin, Blair, Godsell,

Godfrey, Powell, Teasdale, Bass
Against; Bass, Dornford
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14. REPORTS OF DELEGATES

14.1 COUNCILLOR POWELL COUNCILLORS DEVELOPMENT WEEKEND

Cr Powell reported as follows –

“Recently I was privileged to attend the Councillor Development Weekend held in 
Perth. During the three days, I was given information to be used in my role as 
Councillor from much experienced members and officers of various local 
governments.

The topics were all interesting and covered subjects such as financial planning, 
statutory requirements, urban planning to cultural awareness in communities. I came 
away stimulated and motivated and a more informed member of our Council.

I suggest that if any other Councillor gets the opportunity to attend in the future, they 
do so.

I thank Council for the opportunity to attend this valuable source of information.”

MURFIN MOVED, BLAIR SECONDED, THAT THE REPORT OF COUNCILLOR 
POWELL BE RECEIVED AND NOTED.

CARRIED 11 VOTES TO 0

15. URGENT BUSINESS APPROVED BY THE PERSON PRESIDING OR BY 
DECISION

Nil.

16. NOTICE OF MOTIONS FOR CONSIDERATION AT THE NEXT MEETING

Nil.
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17. MATTERS BEHIND CLOSED DOORS**
**Confidential Attachment 1 – Item 17.1 refers

***9.17pm The Mayor declared a short break and advised the gallery that Council 
will shortly be proceeding behind closed doors to discuss a confidential 
matter.  He asked all in attendance, other than Councillors and staff, to 
leave the Chamber.

***9.18pm The meeting resumed with all Councillors and Officers present.

17.1 RESOURCES AND POLICY COMMITTEE (WITHDRAWN ITEM 8.2.3 – BELMONT 
FAMILY DAY CARE SCHEME)

RICHARDSON MOVED, MURFIN SECONDED, THAT IN ACCORDANCE WITH 
SECTION 5.23(2)(a), COUNCIL PROCEED BEHIND CLOSED DOORS, ALSO THAT 
COUNCIL SUSPEND THE OPERATION OF THE “SPEAKING TWICE” CLAUSE 
(VIZ #43) OF THE STANDING ORDERS LOCAL LAWS TO ENABLE COUNCIL TO 
FULLY DISCUSS THE ITEM AT HAND. 

CARRIED 11 VOTES TO 0

Confidential Item – Circulated under separate cover

***9.31pm

TEASDALE MOVED, BLAIR SECONDED, THAT THE MEETING AGAIN BE OPEN 
TO THE PUBLIC AND THAT THE RESOLUTIONS PASSED BEHIND CLOSED 
DOORS REMAIN CONFIDENTIAL AND NOT BE READ.

CARRIED 9 VOTES TO 0

Note: Cr Dornford (financial interest) and Cr Godsell had earlier departed the 
Chamber.

18. CLOSURE

There being no further business to discuss, the Mayor declared the meeting closed at 
9.32pm.
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