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Alternative Formats

This document is available on the City of Belmont website and can be requested
in alternative formats including electronic format by email, in hardcopy both in
large and standard print and in other formats as requested. For further
information please contact the Community Development team on (08) 9477
7219. For language assistance please contact TIS (Translating and Interpreting
Service) on 131 450.

Elected Members are reminded to retain any

confidential papers for discussion with the minutes.
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Minutes of the Ordinary Council Meeting held in the Council Chamber,
City of Belmont Civic Centre, 215 Wright Street, Cloverdale on Tuesday
24 February 2026 commencing at 6:30pm.

Minutes

Present

Mayor R Rossi, JP (Presiding Member)

Cr D Sessions (Deputy Mayor)
Cr G Sekulla, JP

(dep. 8:10pm, ret. 9:01pm)

Cr J Harris

Cr B Ryan

Cr P Marks

Cr C Kulczycki

In attendance

Mr J Christie (dep. 8:04pm, ret. 9:03pm)
Mr S Downing
Mr W Loh (dep. 8:04pm, ret. 9:03pm)

Mr M Murphy (dep. 8:04pm, ret. 9:03pm)
Ms E Kania

Ms L Nicholls (dep. 8:04pm, ret. 9:03pm)
Ms S Bell (dep. 8:04pm, ret. 9:03pm)

Members of the gallery

Mayor
West Ward

Central Ward

Central Ward
East Ward
East Ward
West Ward

Chief Executive Officer
Director Corporate and Governance

Director Development and
Communities

Director Infrastructure Services
Manager Governance and Legal
Coordinator Governance

Senior Governance Officer

There were 7 members of the public in the gallery and no press

representatives.

Ordinary Council Meeting

Tuesday 24 February 2026

Page | 6



1 Official Opening

The Presiding Member will read aloud the Acknowledgement of Country.

Acknowledgement of Country

Before | begin, | would like to acknowledge the Whadjuk Noongar people as the
Traditional Owners of this land and pay my respects to Elders past, present
and emerging.

| further acknowledge their cultural heritage, beliefs, connection and
relationship with this land which continues today.

The Presiding Member will cause the Affirmation of Civic Duty and Responsibility
to be read aloud by a Councillor.

Affirmation of Civic Duty and Responsibility

I make this affirmation in good faith and declare that I will duly, faithfully,
honestly, and with integrity fulfil the duties of my office for all the people in
the City of Belmont according to the best of my judgement and ability.

| will observe the City’s Code of Conduct and Standing Orders to ensure
efficient, effective and orderly decision making within this forum.

2 Apologies and leave of absence

Cr Abedin (apology) South Ward
Cr J Davis (apology) South Ward
Ordinary Council Meeting Page | 7
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3 Declarations of interest that might cause a

conflict

3.1 Financial Interests

Nil.

3.2 Disclosure of interest that may affect
impartiality

Item No and Title

Nature of Interest (and extent, where

appropriate)
Mayor Rossi | 12.2 — Draft Local On the board of the National Trust of
Planning Policy No. Western Australia who identify significant
21 — Trees on Private trees throughout Western Australia.
Land
CrD 12.8 - Annual One of the motions presented by a
Sessions Electors Meeting resident, is similar to a motion | have also
Minutes — 15 put forward
December 2025
Mayor Rossi | 12.9 — Sitting Fees — The independent members of the Audit,
Independent Risk and Improvement Committee are
Members Audit, Risk known to me.
and Improvement
Committee
Cr J Harris 12.9 — Sitting Fees — The independent members of the Audit,
Independent Risk and Improvement Committee are
Members Audit, Risk known to me.
and Improvement
Committee
CrC 12.9 — Sitting Fees — The independent members of the Audit,
Kulczycki Independent Risk and Improvement Committee are
Members Audit, Risk known to me.
and Improvement
Committee

Ordinary Council Meeting
Tuesday 24 February 2026
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Cr P Marks

12.9 — Sitting Fees —
Independent
Members Audit, Risk
and Improvement

The independent members of the Audit,
Risk and Improvement Committee are
known to me.

Committee
Cr B Ryan 12.9 — Sitting Fees — The independent members of the Audit,
Independent Risk and Improvement Committee are
Members Audit, Risk known to me.
and Improvement
Committee
CrG 12.9 — Sitting Fees — The independent members of the Audit,
Sekulla Independent Risk and Improvement Committee are
Members Audit, Risk known to me.
and Improvement
Committee
CrD 12.9 — Sitting Fees — The independent members of the Audit,
Sessions Independent Risk and Improvement Committee are
Members Audit, Risk known to me.
and Improvement
Committee
Mayor Rossi | 12.11 — Council Potential benefit should policy provisions
Policy Review 2025 — be used relating to a fee, reimbursement
Tranche 1 of an expense, or an allowance for the
following policies:
- Elected Members Fees, Allowances
and Support
- Elected Member Professional
Development and Authorised Travel
- Legal Representation for Elected
Members and Employees
Cr J Harris 12.11 — Councll Potential benefit should policy provisions
Policy Review 2025 — be used relating to a fee, reimbursement
Tranche 1 of an expense, or an allowance for the

following policies:

- Elected Members Fees, Allowances
and Support

- Elected Member Professional
Development and Authorised Travel

- Legal Representation for Elected
Members and Employees

Ordinary Council Meeting
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CrC
Kulczycki

12.11 — Council
Policy Review 2025 —
Tranche 1

Potential benefit should policy provisions
be used relating to a fee, reimbursement
of an expense, or an allowance for the
following policies:

- Elected Members Fees, Allowances
and Support

- Elected Member Professional
Development and Authorised Travel

- Legal Representation for Elected
Members and Employees

Cr P Marks

12.11 — Council
Policy Review 2025 —
Tranche 1

Potential benefit should policy provisions
be used relating to a fee, reimbursement
of an expense, or an allowance for the
following policies:

- Elected Members Fees, Allowances
and Support

- Elected Member Professional
Development and Authorised Travel

- Legal Representation for Elected
Members and Employees

Cr B Ryan

12.11 — Council
Policy Review 2025 —
Tranche 1

Potential benefit should policy provisions
be used relating to a fee, reimbursement
of an expense, or an allowance for the
following policies:

- Elected Members Fees, Allowances
and Support

- Elected Member Professional
Development and Authorised Travel

- Legal Representation for Elected
Members and Employees

CrG
Sekulla

12.11 — Council
Policy Review 2025 —
Tranche 1

Potential benefit should policy provisions
be used relating to a fee, reimbursement
of an expense, or an allowance for the
following policies:

- Elected Members Fees, Allowances
and Support

- Elected Member Professional
Development and Authorised Travel

- Legal Representation for Elected
Members and Employees

Ordinary Council Meeting
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CrD 12.11 - Council | could potentially benefit from the use of
Sessions Policy Review — the Legal Representation Policy and the
Trance 1 Professional Development Policy, plus the
Elected Members Professional
Development Policy.
In my role as Deputy, | am mentioned in
the Councilors Lounge Policy.
Mr J 12.11 — Council | could potentially benefit from the use of
Christie Policy Review 2025 — the legal representation policy.
Tranche 1
Mr S 12.11 — Council Potential benefit should policy provisions
Downing Policy Review 2025 — be used relating to a fee, reimbursement
Tranche 1 of an expense, or an allowance for the
following policies:
- Legal Representation for Elected
Members and Employees
Ms E Kania 12.11 — Councll Potential benefit should policy provisions
Policy Review 2025 — be used relating to a fee, reimbursement
Tranche 1 of an expense, or an allowance for the

following policies:

- Legal Representation for Elected
Members and Employees

4 Announcements by the Presiding Member
(without discussion) and declarations by
Members

4.1 Announcements

Nil.

Ordinary Council Meeting
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4.2 Disclaimer

6:35pm The Presiding Member drew the public gallery’s attention to the
Disclaimer.

The Presiding Member advised the following:

‘I wish to draw attention to the Disclaimer Notice contained within the Agenda
document and advise members of the public that any decisions made at the
meeting tonight can be revoked, pursuant to the Local Government Act 1995
(WA).

Therefore, members of the public should not rely on any decisions until formal
notification in writing by Council has been received.’

4.3 Declarations by Members who have not given
due consideration to all matters contained in
the business papers presently before the

meeting
Nil.

5 Public question time

5.1 Responses to questions taken on notice

5.1.1 Ms L Hollands, Redcliffe

The following questions were taken on notice at the 16 December 2025
Ordinary Council Meeting. Ms Hollands was provided with a response on 23
December 2025. The response from the City is recorded accordingly:

1. Included on the list of Council Policies up for consideration tonight is CP20 —
Elected Members Fees, Allowances and Support, CP21 — Elected Members
Professional Development and Authorised Travel and CP28 — Legal
Representation for Elected Members and Employees. This gives the potential
for Elected Members to have a direct financial interest as potentially they
have a financial gain.

a) Why has no Councillor declared a financial interest in these policies

b) If the Administration wished to claim for whatever reason that it is not
necessary, please provide the relevant legislation?

Ordinary Council Meeting Page | 12
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Response

Section 5.63 of the Local Government Act 1995 (WA) provides for
Elected Members not to have to disclose an interest in CP20 and
CP21.

The City sought advice in relation to CP 28 — Legal Representation for
Elected Members and Employees and noted that the Item was
referred to an Information Forum (IF) for clarification and advice

about one of the Council Policies under review, that said, the CEO
comments are noted that Elected Members are well aware of their
obligations in relating to disclosures of interest.

Further noting that Elected Members had until the Item was
discussed to disclose any interests in the matter. Given the item was
referred to an IF, no declaration of interest was required from
Elected Members.

3. Inrelation to Advisory Groups:

a) Can the City provide the section of the Local Government Act 1995 (WA)
(the Act) amendments that now sees Advisory Groups as administrative?

b) Does it specifically state that Councillors are no longer allowed to be on
them?

c) The previous response from the City quoted Section 2.10 of the Act,
when did this section get amended making these Advisory Groups
administrative in nature?

d) Please answer my question from the 25 November 2025 Ordinary
Council Meeting, ‘where does it specifically state Councillors are no
longer allowed to be on these Advisory Groups?’

Response

a) The role of Elected Members is to receive advice via Council Officer
Reports as provided for in Section 2.7 Role of Council, 2.8 Role of
the Mayor and 2.10 Role of Councillors as per the Local Government
Act 1995 (WA).

b) Given the Advisory Groups are administrative in nature, the
abovementioned section of the Act requires Elected Members not to
involve themselves in the administration of the City as this is the
responsibility of the Chief Executive Officer.

c) The Local Government Act 1995 (WA) indicates 2024.

d) As noted in the City’s correspondence to BRRAG of the 4 December
2025, Section 2.10 of the Local Government Act 1995 (WA) provides
“the role of Councillors to participate in the deliberation and
decision making of the local government at Council and Committee
meetings”, not Advisory Groups which are administrative in nature.

Ordinary Council Meeting Page | 13
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5.1.2 Mr M Cardozo on behalf of Belmont East Ward Connect

The following questions were taken on notice at the 16 December 2025
Ordinary Council Meeting. Mr Cardozo was provided with a response on 23
December 2025. The response from the City is recorded accordingly:

3. Can the City identify the specific delegation recorded under Section 5.46 of
the Local Government Act 1995 (WA) that authorises the Administration to
alter or edit the public record of an open meeting after it has entered the
public domain given that Section 5.43 prohibits delegating powers relating
to meeting procedures?

Response

Section 5.23 (c) and (e) of the Local Government Act 1995 (WA) and
Regulation 13 (5) and 14(l) of the Local Government (Administration)
Regulations 1996 (WA) stipulates the relevant contract was a matter
dealt with behind closed doors and considered confidential and the
removal of the two questions from minutes reflected action by the City
to ensure confidentiality was retained as per the above Regulations.

4. Will the City table or publish the delegated authority register entry that
authorises City Administration to delete public questions from an open
meeting when the material has already entered the public domain?

a) Or, can the City confirm that no such delegation exists?
Response

No delegation was required to give effect to enforcing the relevant
legislation and Council Policy 62 — Livestreaming.

Ordinary Council Meeting
Tuesday 24 February 2026
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5.2 Questions from members of the public

6:35pm The Presiding Member drew the public gallery's
attention to the rules of Public Question Time as written
in the Public Question Time Form.

In accordance with rule (l), the Mayor advised that he had registered
two members of the public who had given prior notice to ask questions.

The Presiding Member invited members of the public who had yet to
register their interest to ask a question to do so. Three further
registrations were forthcoming.

5.2.1 Ms L Hollands on behalf of Belmont Resident and
Ratepayers

1. During the Ordinary Council Meetings held in November and December
2025, 1 inquired about Advisory Groups and sought clarification regarding
the specific section of the Local Government Act 1995 (WA) (the Act) that
stipulates Elected Members are no longer permitted to participate in these
groups. The City’s response was that Elected Members are not to be
involved in administrative functions as this is the responsibility of the Chief
Executive Officer. However, other local governments still have Advisory
Groups with Elected Members.

a) Is the City of Belmont, or other local governments, in breach of the Act?

b) Since the City has not adequately answered my question, could you
clarify which section of the Act prohibits Elected Members from joining
these Advisory Groups?

Response

The Chief Executive Officer stated he cannot comment on other local
governments but confirmed the City is fully compliant with the Local
Government Act 1995 (WA) (the Act). While the Act does not expressly
state that Elected Members cannot participate in Advisory Groups, it
clearly defines the roles of the Chief Executive Officer and Council.

2. Atthe 17 February 2026 Agenda Briefing Forum there was a question raised
by an Elected Member on whether the Terms of Reference had been
changed for Item 12.1 — Draft Local Planning Policy No. 22 - Design Review
Panel, and if there had been, if the Terms of Reference had come to Council.
The City stated that the Terms of Reference had been changed as an
operational matter by City Administration. On page 13 of the 24 February
2026 Ordinary Council Meeting Agenda, it states “At the 24 September 2019
Ordinary Council Meeting (OCM), Council endorsed the Terms of Reference
for the City of Belmont Design Review Panel”.
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What section of the Act, or the Local Government (Administration)
Regulations 1996 (WA) (the Regulations) permits the Administration to
change a previously passed Council resolution without going back to
Council?

Response

The Chief Executive Officer stated that there has been changes to the
Act since 2019, and that the City is fully compliant with the Act. The
Terms of Reference are administrative in nature, and therefore not
required to come to Council.

2. Which section of the Act allowed for this change?
Response

The Chief Executive Officer stated that the Act is very clear on the role
of the Chief Executive Officer, and the role of the Mayor and Council.

3. What specific section of the Act allows for the City Administration to make
changes to a Council resolution?

Response

The Chief Executive Officer clarified that the City had not changed the
Council resolution from the Ordinary Council Meeting held 24
September 2019, which remains in place.

Changes to the Act has provided clear definitions of the role of the
Chief Executive Officer, Mayor and Council. There is not a specific
section of the Act that states that the Terms of Reference are required
to be approved by Council.

The City is compliant with the Act, and decisions are made consistent
legislation. The City administration did not make changes to the
resolution in 2019.

4. At the 25 November 2025 and 16 December 2025 Ordinary Council Meetings
| asked to view minutes of the Ordinary Council Meetings from 2000. | was
advised they were stored in archives and locating them would take too
much of the City’s resources. | was later informed that these documents had
been digitised from 1998. | have repeatedly requested the Council minutes.
Is this the standard the City upholds?

Response

The Chief Executive Officer stated that he has complete faith in the
City’s Governance Team. The minutes are available and responses were
provided to Ms Hollands.

If Officers cannot answer a question during a Council Meeting they are
taken on notice and a response is provided to residents.
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5. The questions | ask are often related to specific pieces of legislation. When |
ask questions regarding specific sections of legislation, am | not receiving a
full response because the section of the legislation does not exist, or is it
because forming responses would require too many resources?

Response

The Chief Executive Officer stated that whilst Ms Hollands is affirming
that the City does not respond to her questions, it is the Chief Executive
Officer’s opinion that responses are issued to Ms Hollands.

5.2.2Ms L Hollands, Redcliffe

1. | refer to the Council Policy, Elected Members — Communication, in
particular point seven relating to guidelines for the use of social media.
Having previously asked about Elected Members blocking residents on
Facebook and other forms of social media without any reason:

a) Isthis a breach of the City’s Code of Conduct?

b) Can a complaint be made?

c) If a complaint cannot be made, why not?
Response

The Chief Executive Officer stated that the question would be taken on
notice.

2. The Belmont Resident and Ratepayers Action Group (BRRAG) wrote to the
Elected Members on 24 November 2025 regarding the Belmont Senior
Citizens Centre (BSSC) Bus Agreement. | have a copy of the contract and it
appears the contract is different to the Council resolution.

a) Asthe BSCC Lease is being considered as a confidential item tonight,
why was the bus contract added to by the Administration?

b) Is it normal protocol that when contracts are drafted, they may not
reflect what Council resolved?

Response

The Chief Executive Officer stated that both matters Ms Hollands refers
to are confidential and remain confidential. Both parties signed the
agreement.

3. Atthe 25 November 2025 Ordinary Council Meeting, Cr Harris queried the
removal of questions from the livestream from the 28 October 2025
Ordinary Council Meeting. The City stated the matter and section of the
livestream was removed as it discussed confidential matters. During this
Ordinary Council Meeting, Council went behind closed doors.
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What was the outcome of the Alternative Councillor Motion raised by Cr
Harris?

Response

The Chief Executive Officer stated that this matter was discussed
behind closed doors and that he was not at liberty to disclose this
matter.

4. What was the outcome of Cr Harris’ motion?
Response

The Chief Executive Officer stated that the meeting was closed and a
confidential discussion held.

5.2.3Mr M Cardozo, Redcliffe

1. Inrelation to motions from Annual Electors’ Meetings:

a) Inthe past 10 years, has Council resolved to support motions adopted at

an Annual Electors Meeting?

b) Can the City identify the motion(s) and date(s) of relevant Council
resolutions?

Response

The Chief Executive Officer stated that the question would be taken on
notice.

2. Throughout 2025, the City has advised that Agenda Briefing Forum matrixes

are not verbatim. While written submissions and responses are recorded

non-verbatim in the ABF Matrix, verbal submissions are not summarised in

any form.
Will this practice continue in 20267
Response

The Chief Executive Officer stated that the previous responses provided
to Mr Cardozo still stand. This practice will continue.

3. Atthe 9 December 2025 Agenda Briefing Forum, a verbal submission was

made on Item 12.1 — Draft Local Planning Policy No. 21 — Trees on Private

Land.
Can the City confirm that the published Agenda Briefing Forum Matrix
contains no summary of the content of that verbal submission?

Ordinary Council Meeting
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Response

The Chief Executive Officer stated that the question would be taken on
notice.

4. Where no recorded summary of a verbal submission exists in a Matrix, how
can Elected Members who are not present at an Agenda Briefing Forum
access the content of a submission before making a decision at the Ordinary
Council Meeting?

Response

The Chief Executive Officer stated that the question would be taken on
notice.

5.2.4Mr M Cardozo on behalf of Belmont East Ward Connect

1. In 2025, the City of Belmont held two Annual Electors’ Meetings where the
outcome of motions were recorded in the minutes but the verbal reasoning
and debate by electors was not recorded in any form.

Can the City confirm that the practice of not including any verbatim
reasoning in the public record will continue in 20267

Response

The Chief Executive Officer stated that the City is required to provide a
summary in the minutes. The City will continue to publish minutes
compliant with relevant legislation.

2. At the Annual Electors Meeting on 15 December 2025, Item 6.20 — Notice of
Motion 20 generated verbal input from multiple electors.

Can the City confirm that the minutes of this meeting do not include any
wording on the discussion or debate of this item?

Response

The Chief Executive Officer stated, consistent with his prior response,
the City is required to provide a summary of those minutes, and that
the City is fully compliant with the requirements of the Local
Government Act 1995 (WA).
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3. The 15 December 2025 Annual Electors Meeting minutes include that 6 of
the 9 Elected Members were not present.

Can the City confirm that those Elected Members have no recorded
summary available to understand the reasoning presented by electors in
support of the motions before being asked to vote them?

Response

The Chief Executive Officer stated that the question would be taken on
notice, and that Item 12.8 — Annual Electors’ Meeting Minutes — 15
December 2025 on the agenda contains comment from officers that
captures the discussion from the Annual Electors’ Meeting.

4. In the absence of any recorded elector reasoning, what mechanism ensures

that Elected Members are not required to vote based solely on Officer
reasoning, rather than on the reasoning of electors?

Response

The Chief Executive Officer stated that the question would be taken on
notice.

5.2.5Ms J Gee, Cloverdale

1. Attendees at Agenda Briefing Forums have been advised that questions
cannot be raised by a member of the public on matters that an individual is
not directly affected by. Where decisions involve the expenditure of
residents’ rates, residents are directly affected and should be permitted to
make a submission.

What is the Mayor’s position on this?
Response

The Mayor stated that one individual is not more directly affected than
any other particular individual in the City in regard to being affected by
rates.

5.2.6 Mr L Rosolin, Belmont

1. There was a book on prominent display at the Library which Library staff
advised was placed on display to celebrate Ramadan. | would like the Bible
to also be prominently displayed.

Where are the other religious books that are not being prominently
displayed?

Ordinary Council Meeting
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Response

The Mayor stated that this matter can be discussed directly with the
Director Development and Communities, and that the City aims to
ensure all are welcomed.

The Chief Executive Officer stated that Australia and the City of
Belmont is a multicultural society, with the question to be taken on
notice.

2. | visited Hendra Street and found that the streetscape was in poor condition
with construction debris and equipment in view.

What will be done to rectify this?
Response

The Mayor stated that the Director Infrastructure Services and Director
Development and Communities would be able to investigate these
concerns.

The Chief Executive Officer stated that if Mr Rosolin was able to supply
the City further information on the location of this concern, the City
would be able to further investigate.

5.2.7 Mr M Russell, Cloverdale

1. Does the City have a policy, either internal or external, regarding business
case requirements for projects above a specified financial threshold, what is
the threshold?

Response

The Chief Executive Officer stated that the City has a Project
Management Framework and referred to the Director Infrastructure
Services.

The Director Infrastructure Services stated that the question would be
taken on notice.

2. Inrelation to the EV chargers beneath Belmont Hub:
a) What was the total capital cost for installation?

b) How is the City monitoring return on investment and operational
efficiency?

Response

The Chief Executive Officer stated that the question would be taken on
notice, but noted that the installation was part of the 6 Star Green Star
rating of the building.
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3. Inrelation to hanging baskets:

a) What are the total annual operating and maintenance costs?

b) How was the ongoing costs factored into the original budget approval?
Response

The Chief Executive Officer stated that the question would be taken on
notice.

4. Once executed, will the Belmont Senior Citizens Club lease be displayed on
a publicly available register or be available by any other means?

Response

The Director Corporate and Governance stated that the question would
be taken on notice.

7:08pm As there were no further questions, the Presiding Member
declared Public Question Time closed.
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6 Confirmation of Minutes/receipt of Matrix

6.1  Matrix for the Agenda Briefing Forum held 17
February 2026

Note: Cr Kulczycki noted the following:

The tabled attachment for Item 4.1 in the Matrix for the Agenda Briefing Forum
held 17 February 2026 refers to a deputation request by a member of the
public, rather than the submission proforma that should be attached.

Response:

The Manager Governance and Legal stated that this was administrative
error and will be rectified.

Officer Recommendation

Sessions moved, Kulczycki seconded

That the Matrix of the Agenda Briefing Forum held on 17 February 2026, as
printed and circulated to all Elected Members, be received and noted.

Carried Unanimously 7 votes to O
For: Harris, Kulczycki, Marks, Rossi, Ryan, Sekulla and Sessions

Against: Nil

6.2 Ordinary Council Meeting held 16 December
2025

Officer Recommendation

Sekulla moved, Sessions seconded

That the Minutes of the Ordinary Council Meeting held on 16 December 2025,
as printed and circulated to all Elected Members, be confirmed as a true and
accurate record.

Carried Unanimously 7 votes to O

For: Harris, Kulczycki, Marks, Rossi, Ryan, Sekulla and Sessions

Against: Nil
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7 Questions by Members on which due notice
has been given (without discussion)

Nil.

8 Questions by members without notice

8.1 Responses to questions taken on notice

Nil.

8.2  Questions by members without notice

8.2.1 