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1
CONFIRMATION DATE: 15 OCTOBER 2001

MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING HELD IN THE CITY OF 
BELMONT CIVIC CENTRE, 215 WRIGHT STREET, CLOVERDALE, ON MONDAY, 
24 SEPTEMBER 2001, COMMENCING AT 7.30PM

PRESENT

Cr P R Passeri, JP West Ward
Cr M H Blair Central Ward
Cr G Dornford Central Ward
Cr A T Richardson, JP West Ward
Cr M M Bass East Ward
Cr G J Godfrey East Ward
Cr P Marks East Ward
Cr A P Murfin, OAM, JP South Ward
Cr E Teasdale South Ward
Cr J Powell South Ward
Cr G Doney (from 8.05pm)           West Ward

IN ATTENDANCE

Mr N Hartley Acting Chief Executive Officer
Mr R Lutey Director - Engineering
Mr N Deague Director – Development
Mr S Cole Director – Corporate Services
Mr P Varris Manager – Administrative Services
Mr R Garrett Manager – Financial Services

MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC

There were 13 members of the public and one member of the press (Southern 
Gazette) present.

1. OFFICIAL OPENING

The Mayor opened the meeting at 7.30pm and welcomed those in attendance.  The 
Mayor invited the Director – Corporate Services to introduce the sponsors and the 
winners, of the City of Belmont’s Early Rates Payment Incentive Prize.

The Director – Corporate Services noted the presence of the prize sponsors, 
National Australia Bank representatives, Mr Rob Cunningham (Regional Business 
Manager) and Mr Tim Dorsman.  The Director – Corporate Services also noted that 
68% of the rates  were collected in the first 35 days, which was a very good result.  
Of the seven prizes offered, three were won by pensioners, including Mr and Mrs DF 
and P Colwell who won first prize of a $2000 account with National Australia Bank.  
Mr Colwell was presented a cheque by the Mayor and Mr Cunningham.
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2. APOLOGIES & LEAVE OF ABSENCE

2.1 APOLOGIES

The Mayor advised that Cr Doney would be arriving late.

2.2 LEAVE OF ABSENCE

Cr M C Godsell Central Ward

3. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Councillor Peter Passeri declared a financial interest.  The interest is in Item 8.8.3 of 
the Resources and Policy Committee meeting minutes dated 18 September 2001.  
The nature of the interest being that he is a holder of AMP shares.

Councillor Gerard Dornford declared a financial interest.  The interest is in Item 8.8.3 
of the Resources and Policy Committee meeting minutes dated 18 September 2001.  
The nature of the interest being that he is a holder of AMP shares.

Councillor Glenys Godfrey declared a financial interest.  The interest is in Item 8.6.1 
of the Planning and Development Committee meeting minutes dated 17 September 
2001.  The nature of the interest being that her husband is a sub-contractor of the 
applicant. 

4. ANNOUNCEMENTS BY THE PRESIDING MEMBER
(WITHOUT DISCUSSION)

Nil.

5. PUBLIC QUESTION TIME
*** 7.35pm

For the benefit of the public present the Acting Chief Executive Officer stated the 
rules of Question Time.

5.1 RESPONSES TO QUESTIONS TAKEN ON NOTICE AT PREVIOUS MEETING

Nil.
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5.2 QUESTIONS ON WHICH WRITTEN NOTICE HAS BEEN GIVEN PRIOR TO THE 
MEETING

The Acting Chief Executive Officer advised that he had earlier today, received 
questions with prior written notice from three people.  The Mayor asked the Acting 
Chief Executive Officer to read out the questions, and the answers prepared earlier 
this evening.

5.2.1 Paul Hitt - 85 Fitzroy Road, Rivervale

1. How much has it cost ratepayers for the sponsorship of the Fashion Show at 
the Royal Show and advertising in the media?

Council has sponsored the Perth Royal Show City of Opportunity Fashion Parade for 
the last two years.  We have received recognition from our own community, as well 
as the wider Perth region for this initiative.  In addition, Council’s support of its 
business community through the Textile Clothing and Footwear Industries, was 
appreciated by those industries.  The Royal Show is a major event in Perth, which 
attracts in access of 445,000 people, with the Fashion Parades themselves, 
attracting an audience of around 30,000 people.  Extensive promotion of the event 
takes place, through a number of media outlets, such as TV, radio and print media.  
This provides an excellent avenue for Council to further promote its City of 
Opportunity marketing strategy, where our primary objective is to attract more 
families and business to our City.

The cost of acquiring the naming rights for the Perth Royal Show City of Opportunity 
Fashion Parade is $13,000 and in evaluating this marketing opportunity, the benefits 
that the City and its community receive have been carefully considered.  

If there is a cost involved to the City of Belmont, question number two is applicable.

2. Where are Council’s priorities when it will not financially support a Mobile 
Library service for the elderly and people with disabilities within the City of 
Belmont?

There is no direct relationship between the sponsorship of the Perth Royal Show City 
of Opportunity Fashion Parade and the above issue.  

In order to expand upon the issue highlighted however, the reasoning for the 
discontinuance of the Mobile Library Service is suitably laid out in Item 8.3.2 of the 
June 2000 Administration and Community Services Committee minutes.  In relation 
to people with disabilities, Council has a Disability Service Plan to ensure Council’s 
activities meet the needs of people with disabilities.  

3. How much of the approximately 2000 hectares of land reserved for Perth 
Airport is included in the calculations of land designated as available as public 
open space?

Approximately 490ha.
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5.2.1 - continued

4. Due to the terrorist attack in the USA does the City of Belmont acknowledge 
that new security measures to restrict entry to the surrounding perimeter of 
Perth Airport may be implemented.  If this is the case, will the Council 
acknowledge that it may have to redefine its classification of Public open 
space within this locality?  This may therefore have an impact on the current 
report of rationalisation of public open space that the Council is undertaking.

In the knowledge that security measures at the Airport have been increased 
following the terrorist attacks in the USA, additional consideration in regard to 
restricting entry to the surrounding perimeter of Perth Airport may be 
warranted and Council will refer these issues to the Westralia Airports 
Corporation for its consideration.

It is the Council’s understanding that the public open space at Perth Airport 
will be accessible by the public unless there is a conflict with the safe airport 
operations and/or aircraft.

5.2.2 Paul Hitt - Spokesperson for the Belmont Residents/Ratepayers Action 
Group Inc. - 85 Fitzroy Road, Rivervale

1. The Council has reported allegations of death threats.
(a) Were the death threats reported to the police?

Yes

(b) Were the death threats reported immediately they became known?

The CEO managed the reporting process, which included the collection of 
reports from those concerned.  I would presume the report to the Police was 
made as expediently as it was able to be undertaken.

(c) If not, to whom were they reported?

Refer to my answer in (b) above.

2. Will the Council Reinstate Statement Time?

Statement Time was withdrawn from Council meetings only recently.  The question of 
whether Council will reinstate this facility is not currently under consideration, 
however it is a deliberation that could be considered in the future.

3. Why did the head Ranger resign/leave his employment with the Council?

The previous Senior Ranger resigned for his own personal reasons.
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5.2.2 - continued

4. Can a progress report on the Kiln situation be provided?

After several months of waiting, a delegation from Council met with the Minister for 
Heritage and the Minister for Planning on 11 September to discuss the kilns.  
Following that meeting the Ministry for Planning is preparing a further report (about 
the fourth) on the cost and feasibility of the road options.

5. Can Council confirm whether one of the tenderers for the refurbishing of the 
Council offices / building was not a registered builder?

One of the companies that submitted a tender was not a registered builder at the 
time of tendering, however they became registered shortly after the tenders closed.

6. What has happened to the Focus Group for People with Disabilities?

Only two nominations were received for volunteers to be represented on the Focus 
Group.  The recent Respite Study identified, among other issues, the significant role 
and responsibility of the Disability Services Commission in the development and 
coordination of services to the community. These facts coupled with the development 
and implementation of the City of Belmont Disability Service Plan (which ensures 
Council’s activities meet the needs of people with disabilities) and Council’s 
philosophy regarding zero based budgeting for programs that provide services that 
are primarily a Commonwealth/State responsibility, has prompted a reassessment of 
the role of this Focus Group. That assessment process is currently underway.  

One option is for Council to establish a more formal relationship with the local office 
of the Disability Services Commission.  

7. What is the reason for the City of Belmont putting brick paving in the 
upgrading of Hardey Road instead of concrete or shrubs?

The landscaping in Hardey Road is generally consistent with the standard adopted 
throughout the City in recent years.  Brick paving is used because it is much more 
attractive than concrete.  Trees were used instead of shrubs because of the potential 
for shrubs to hinder motorists’ vision in some circumstances.
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5.2.3 Mr Rob Greenwood, 151 Coolgardie Avenue, Redcliffe

1. Could Council please advise the number of library card holders for the Ruth 
Faulkner Library in the City of Belmont?

Approximately 58% of residents are members of the Library.  There are over 20,000 
library members in total (some of whom are non-Belmont residents).

2. Also the total number of items borrowed from that library during the 
2000/2001 year?

Approximately 61,000

3. The estimated replacement value of the items borrowed and/or of the total 
library stock?

Library stock is, in the main, provided by the Library Service of WA.  Council does not 
have stock values available to it for these stocks and its own purchases are 
generally, not capitalised.

4. The number of library staff employed full time/part time and their cost during 
that past year?

There are 12 library staff.  Last year’s salary component of the Library expenses 
amounted to approximately $450,000.

5. When was the Ruth Faulkner Library computer system for loans last 
upgraded, and, is the present system able to issue overdue reminders via the 
Internet?

The library computer system is regularly upgraded, however the capacity to issue 
‘internet reminders’ is currently not available.

6. Has Council considered implementing an Internet reminder system for items 
on loan as a means of reducing the number of items overdue and in reducing 
the labour and mailing cost of reminders?

Yes, but at this point in time it does not appear to be practical.

7. As there are witnesses who saw Councillor Richardson near Mr Hitt’s letterbox 
on the day and at the time that he received the offending material, perhaps 
Councillor Richardson may wish to think carefully before he confirms or denies 
that he was the person who placed that material in Mr Hitt’s letterbox?

This is a statement, not a question.
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5.2.3 - continued

8. Has the Mayor and/or the Chief Executive Officer considered standing aside 
during the Fraud Squad investigation or resigning as a result of that 
investigation to limit the damage to the reputation of this City, and if not, why 
not?

I am not aware of the considerations of either of these two people, relative to any 
investigations.  I believe the question to be rhetorical and not in keeping with 
Administration Regulation Clause 7(4).

9. Would the Electors of the City of Belmont be better off without the services of 
the present Chief Executive Officer and/or Mayor, and are Councillors now 
prepared to move to that effect?

I believe this is a rhetorical question and not in keeping with Administration 
Regulation Clause 7(4).

5.3 QUESTIONS FROM THE FLOOR

5.3.1 Mrs Brenda Whiteley – 8 Gibbs Street, Rivervale

In respect to the threats against Council and Councillors as reported in the recent 
article of the ‘Southern Gazette’, are the Police intending to lay charges?

The Mayor advised that as was stated earlier, the matter is in the hands of the Police 
and it was not appropriate for him to comment further.

*** 7.49pm

As there were no further questions, the Mayor declared Public Question Time closed.

6. CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES

6.1 ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING
HELD 10 SEPTEMBER 2001

MURFIN MOVED,  GODFREY SECONDED, that the minutes of the Ordinary 
Council Meeting held on 10 September 2001, as printed and circulated to all 
Councillors, be confirmed as a true and accurate record.

CARRIED 10 VOTES TO 0
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7. QUESTIONS BY MEMBERS ON WHICH DUE NOTICE HAS BEEN GIVEN
(WITHOUT DISCUSSION)

Nil.

8. PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS

8.1 TOWN PLANNING SCHEME NO. 14 – DISTRICT ZONING SCHEME – 
AMENDMENT NO. 16

Report by Chief Executive Officer 

APPLICATION

To advise of a petition received regarding the amendment of the District Zoning 
Scheme to include a hotel, motel and tavern facilities.

IS THIS PROPOSAL CONSISTENT WITH COUNCIL’S OPERATIONAL PLAN? N/A

BACKGROUND

A petition has been received regarding the amendment of the District Zoning Scheme 
to include a hotel, motel and tavern facilities. The petition reads as follows:

"We, the undersigned residents of Ascot Waters do not agree to the 
amendment of the District Zoning Scheme to include a hotel, motel and tavern 
facilities within the Ascot Waters Marina Precinct. It is our concern that the 
hotel, motel and tavern will:

1. Attract antisocial element from the nearby areas, as shown in 
Northbridge;

2. Create heavy traffic during the late night hours and greatly reduce the 
residential character of Ascot Waters;

3. Create a substantial drop in the value of properties at Ascot Waters.

Hotels, motels and taverns are located a short distance from Ascot Waters on 
Great Eastern Highway."

21 people have signed the petition.

COMMENT

Nil.
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8.1 - continued

RICHARDSON MOVED,  BLAIR SECONDED, that the petition be received and 
that the matter be referred to the Planning and Development Committee for its 
consideration.

CARRIED 10 VOTES TO 0

9. MOTIONS OF WHICH PREVIOUS NOTICE HAS BEEN GIVEN

Nil.

10. BUSINESS ADJOURNED FROM A PREVIOUS MEETING

Nil.

11. CORRESPONDENCE

11.1 LEAVE OF ABSENCE

11.1.1 Cr P Passeri – Leave of Absence

APPLICATION

To advise Council of notice received from Cr Passeri requesting leave of absence 
from Friday 28th September to 7th October 2001 inclusive.

BACKGROUND

Cr Passeri has requested leave of absence from all Council and Committee meetings 
for the period Friday 28th September to Sunday 7th October 2001, inclusive.
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11.1.1 – continued

COMMENT

Nil.

BLAIR MOVED, GODFREY SECONDED THAT COUNCILLOR PASSERI BE 
GRANTED LEAVE OF ABSENCE FROM ALL COUNCIL AND COMMITTEE 
MEETINGS FOR THE PERIOD FRIDAY 28TH SEPTEMBER TO SUNDAY 
7TH OCTOBER 2001, INCLUSIVE.

CARRIED 10 VOTES TO 0

11.1.2 Cr G Godfrey – Leave of Absence

APPLICATION

To advise Council of notice received from Cr Godfrey requesting leave of absence 
from Tuesday 2nd October to 13th October 2001 inclusive.

BACKGROUND

Cr Godfrey has requested leave of absence from all Council and Committee 
meetings for the period Tuesday 2nd October to Sunday 13th October 2001, inclusive, 
as she will be acting as the Tour Leader of the Students Delegation to Adachi, Japan.

COMMENT

Nil.

RICHARDSON MOVED, POWELL SECONDED THAT COUNCILLOR GODFREY 
BE GRANTED LEAVE OF ABSENCE FROM ALL COUNCIL AND COMMITTEE 
MEETINGS FOR THE PERIOD TUESDAY 2ND OCTOBER TO SUNDAY 13TH 
OCTOBER 2001, INCLUSIVE.

CARRIED 10 VOTES TO 0

11.2 GENERAL

Nil.

11.3 LATE CORRESPONDENCE OF AN URGENT NATURE

Nil.
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12. REPORTS OF COMMITTEES

12.1 PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE MEETING
HELD 17 SEPTEMBER 2001

Receipt of Minutes

MARKS MOVED, POWELL SECONDED, that the minutes of the Planning and 
Development Committee meeting held on 17 September 2001, as printed and 
circulated to all Councillors, be received.

CARRIED 10 VOTES TO 0

WITHDRAWN ITEMS

Item 8.6.1 was withdrawn at the request of Councillor Murfin.
Item 8.7.4 was withdrawn at the request of Councillor Bass.

ADOPTION OF THE BALANCE OF THE REPORT

POWELL MOVED,  MARKS SECONDED, that recommendation items 5.1, 8.1, 
8.2.1 – 8.2.3, 8.3.1 – 8.3.3, 8.4.1, 8.5.1, 8.6.2, 8.6.3, 8.7.1 – 8.7.3, 8.7.5 and 9.1 of 
the Planning and Development Committee meeting held on 17 September 2001, 
be adopted en bloc (i.e. with the exception of items 8.6.1 and 8.7.4).

CARRIED 10 VOTES TO 0
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*** 7.54pm Having earlier declared her interest in this item, Councillor 
Godfrey left the meeting.

12.1.1 Withdrawn Item 8.6.1 – Lot 22 (84) Belmont Avenue, Rivervale – Vehicle 
Transportation Depot

MURFIN MOVED, RICHARDSON SECONDED, THAT THE COMMITTEE 
RECOMMENDATION BE ADOPTED WITHOUT AMENDMENT OR 
MODIFICATION.

CARRIED 9 VOTES TO 0

*** 7.55pm Councillor Godfrey returned to the meeting.

12.1.2 Withdrawn Item 8.7.4 – Possible Extension to Runway 06/24

BASS MOVED, DORNFORD SECONDED, THAT THE CONFIDENTIALITY ON 
ITEM 8.7.4 OF THE PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE MEETING 
MINUTES OF THE 17TH SEPTEMBER 2001 BE REMOVED.

LOST 2 VOTES TO 8
For:  Dornford, Bass 

Against:  Passeri, Blair, Richardson, Godfrey,
Marks, Murfin, Teasdale, Powell 

RICHARDSON MOVED, BLAIR SECONDED, THAT THE COMMITTEE 
RECOMMENDATION BE ADOPTED WITHOUT AMENDMENT OR 
MODIFICATION.

CARRIED 8 VOTES TO 2
For:  Passeri, Blair, Richardson, Godfrey,

Marks, Murfin, Teasdale, Powell 
Against:  Dornford, Bass 

Version: 1, Version Date: 28/09/2001
Document Set ID: 267902



OCM 24/09/01 Reports of Committees

13
CONFIRMATION DATE: 15 OCTOBER 2001

12.2 RESOURCES AND POLICY COMMITTEE MEETING
HELD 18 SEPTEMBER 2001

Receipt of Minutes

GODFREY MOVED, BASS SECONDED, that the minutes of the Resources and 
Policy Committee meeting held on 18 September 2001, as printed and 
circulated to all Councillors, be received.

CARRIED 10 VOTES TO 0

WITHDRAWN ITEMS

Item 8.3.1 was withdrawn at the request of Councillor Dornford.
Item 8.8.3 was withdrawn at the request of Councillor Godfrey.

ADOPTION OF THE BALANCE OF THE REPORT

MARKS MOVED, GODFREY SECONDED, that recommendation items 7.1, 8.1.1, 
8.2.1, 8.2.2, 8.4.1 – 8.4.5, 8.5.1, 8.5.2, 8.7.1, 8.8.1 and  8.8.2 of the Resources and 
Policy Committee meeting held on 18 September 2001, be adopted en bloc (i.e. 
with the exception of items 8.3.1 and 8.8.3).

CARRIED 10 VOTES TO 0

12.2.1 Withdrawn Item 8.3.1 – Information Technology Update – Microsoft 
Licensing – Library Software - Apollo

DORNFORD MOVED, BASS SECONDED THAT THE MATTER BE REFERRED 
BACK TO THE RESOURCES AND POLICY COMMITTEE FOR FURTHER 
CONSIDERATION.

*** 8.05pm Councillor Doney joined the meeting.

LOST 0 VOTES TO 11

TEASDALE MOVED, MURFIN SECONDED, THAT THE COMMITTEE 
RECOMMENDATION BE ADOPTED WITHOUT AMENDMENT OR 
MODIFICATION.

CARRIED 11 VOTES TO 0
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12.2.2 Withdrawn Item 8.8.3 – Analysis of Investments as at 31 August 2001

*** 8.20pm Having earlier declared their interest in this item, Councillors 
Passeri and Dornford left the meeting.

Councillor Blair as Deputy Mayor assumed the Chair.

GODFREY MOVED, MARKS SECONDED THAT THE COMMITTEE 
RECOMMENDATION BE ADOPTED WITHOUT AMENDMENT OR 
MODIFICATION.

CARRIED 9 VOTES TO 0

*** 8.21pm Councillors Passeri and Dornford returned to the meeting.
The Mayor resumed the Chair.
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13. REPORTS OF OFFICERS

13.1 INFORMATION ONLY ITEMS

Report by Acting Chief Executive Officer 

APPLICATION

Council’s acknowledgment of receipt of information of general interest.

IS THIS PROPOSAL CONSISTENT WITH COUNCIL’S CORPORATE PLAN? YES

“Operational Plan O1/1(c) - To keep Councillors informed of relevant industry and officer 
activities, regular update reports be presented to the respective committees”.

BACKGROUND

This item relates to information circulated by the Acting Chief Executive Officer which 
may be of general interest to Councillors.

COMMENT

General information and memorandums:

DATED SUBJECT
07/09/01 Royal Show – Sponsorship Entitlements
07/09/01 Business Cards
14/09/01 Mixed Use Zone Study
14/09/01 Development Approval – Lot 501 (250) Great Eastern Highway, 

Ascot
14/09/01 City Scarf
21/09/01 Tickets – Royal Show Events

Councillor Information Items circulated on the 14 September 2001: 

13.1.1 WAMA Week Issue No. 36.01 – 7 September 2001.

Councillor Information Items circulated on the 21 September 2001: 

13.1.2 WAMA Week Issue No. 37.01 – 14 September 2001.

DONEY MOVED,  BLAIR SECONDED, THAT THE INFORMATION PROVIDED TO 
ALL COUNCILLORS AND LISTED IN THIS ‘INFORMATION ONLY ITEMS’ REPORT 
BE NOTED AND RECEIVED.

CARRIED 11 VOTES TO 0
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13.2 ROYAL AUSTRALIAN PLANNING INSTITUTE CONGRESS

Report by Planning Department.

APPLICATION

Council to note that the Manager of Planning Services will not be attending the 
Congress.

IS THIS PROPOSAL CONSISTENT WITH COUNCIL’S OPERATIONAL PLAN? N/A

BACKGROUND

Council resolved that the Presiding Member of the Planning and Development 
Committee and the Manager - Planning Services attend the RAPI Congress in 
Canberra from 29 to 31 October 2001.

COMMENT

The Manager - Planning Services is, for personal reasons, unable to attend the 
congress.  Neither the Director of the Division nor the Senior Planning Officer is 
available to substitute for the Manager.

The Manager - Planning Services is grateful for the opportunity to have attended and 
regrets any inconvenience caused as a result of his cancellation.  A refund of the 
registration fee, less an administrative charge, is available.

TEASDALE MOVED,  BASS SECONDED, THAT THE INFORMATION BE NOTED 
AND RECEIVED.

CARRIED 11 VOTES TO 0
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14. REPORTS OF DELEGATES

14.1.1 Councillor Godfrey – Keep Australia Beautiful Council – Graffiti Launch

The Mayor, Councillor Peter Passeri and I attended the launch of the Keep Australia 
Beautiful Council’s Graffiti Launch on 17th September 2001 at TAFE, Fremantle.  The 
launch was addressed by the Minister for the Environment, Dr Judy Edwards.

As the City of Belmont has the Graffiti Programme working effectively, no graffiti 
removal projects were undertaken on the day.  However, a small group participated 
in weed and litter collection at Hassett Street bush land site.

14.1.2 Councillor Godfrey – Eastern Metropolitan Regional Council – Tourism 
Function

Earlier this evening I attended an informal function hosted by the EMRC.  Also 
attending were the Mayor, Councillor Peter Passeri, the Director – Corporate 
Services, Mr Stuart Cole and the Manager – Marketing, Mrs Lorraine Francis.

The guest speakers were representing the tourism industries of Swan, Kalamunda 
and Mundaring.  The Minister for Tourism, Mr Clive Brown addressed the group and 
made himself available to discuss issues with all those in attendance.

15. URGENT BUSINESS APPROVED BY THE PERSON PRESIDING OR BY 
DECISION

Nil.

16. NOTICE OF MOTIONS FOR CONSIDERATION AT THE NEXT MEETING

Nil.

17. MATTERS BEHIND CLOSED DOORS

Nil.

18. CLOSURE

There being no further business to discuss, the Mayor closed the meeting at 8.24pm.
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