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Minutes of the Ordinary Council Meeting held in the Council Chamber of
the City of Belmont Civic Centre, 215 Wright Street, Cloverdale on
Tuesday 27 February 2024 commencing at 6.30pm.

Minutes

Present

Mayor R Rossi, JP (Presiding Member)
Cr D Sessions (Deputy Mayor)

Cr G Sekulla, JP

Cr B Ryan (dep. 8.05pm)

Cr P Marks

Cr J Davis

Cr C Kulczycki

In attendance

Mr J Christie

Mr S Downing

Mr W Loh

Mr M Murphy

Ms D Dabala

Ms S Jessop (dep. 8.16pm)
Ms C Bridges (arr. 8.12pm)
Ms L Chaplyn (dep. 8.13pm)
Mrs J Cherry-Murphy

Ms M Phillips

Members of the gallery

Mayor

West Ward
Central Ward
East Ward
East Ward
South Ward
West Ward

Chief Executive Officer

Director Corporate and Governance
Director Development and Communities
Director Infrastructure Services
Manager Governance and Legal
Manager Finance

Manager People and Culture
Coordinator Media and Communications
Senior Governance Officer

Governance Officer

There were 13 members of the public in the gallery and one press

representative.
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1 Official Opening

6.30pm The Presiding Member welcomed all those in attendance and
declared the meeting open.

The Presiding Member read aloud the Acknowledgement of Country.

Acknowledgement of Country

Before | begin, | would like to acknowledge the Whadjuk Noongar people as the
Traditional Owners of this land and pay my respects to Elders past, present and
emerging.

| further acknowledge their cultural heritage, beliefs, connection and
relationship with this land which continues today.

The Presiding Member invited Cr Marks to read aloud the Affirmation of Civic
Duty and Responsibility on behalf of Councillors and Officers. Cr Marks read
aloud the affirmation.

Affirmation of Civic Duty and Responsibility

I make this affirmation in good faith and declare that | will duly, faithfully,
honestly, and with integrity fulfil the duties of my office for all the people in the
City of Belmont according to the best of my judgement and ability.

| will observe the City’s Code of Conduct and Standing Orders to ensure
efficient, effective and orderly decision making within this forum.

2 Apologies and leave of absence

Cr Vijay (apology) Central Ward
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3 Declarations of interest that might cause a

conflict

3.1

Nil.

3.2

Financial Interests

impartiality

Item No and

Title

Disclosure of interest that may affect

Nature of Interest (and extent, where
appropriate)

Cr C Kulczycki

12.2 - Community
Home at 362
Abernethy Road,
Cloverdale

The sole respondent to public advertising
contacted me via telephone on two occasions to
raise their objections as to the proposed
development.

Cr D Sessions

12.2 - Community

Received SMS regarding this item from a

Home at 362 resident opposing it.
Abernethy Road,
Cloverdale
Mayor R Rossi | 12.5 - 2023-24 Belmont RSL social member and member of past
March Budget Sister City delegation.
Review
Cr J Davis 12.5 - 2023-24 Belmont Oasis Member
March Budget
Review
Cr G Sekulla 12.5-2023-24 Affiliate member of RSL and Member of
March Budget Japanese Belmont Delegation.
Review
Cr C Kulczycki | 12.5 - 2023-24 A member of ruth Faulkner Library
March Budget
Review

Cr J Davis

12.6 - Terms of
Reference -

Committee Member
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Standing
Committee (Audit
& Risk)

Cr C Kulczycki

12.6 - Terms of
Reference -
Standing
Committee (Audit
& Risk)

| am the Presiding Member of the Standing
Committee (Audit & Risk)

Cr G Sekulla

12.6 - Terms of
Reference -
Standing
Committee (Audit
& Risk)

Deputy Presiding Member

Cr D Sessions

12.7 - Terms of
Reference -
Executive
Committee

| am the Deputy Presiding Member of that
Committee.

Cr C Kulczycki

12.7 - Terms of
Reference -
Executive
Committee

Committee Member

Cr J Davis

12.7 - Terms of
Reference -
Executive
Committee

Committee Member

Cr G Sekulla

12.7 - Terms of
Reference -
Executive
Committee

Member

Cr D Sessions

14.2 - Staff Matter
— Chief Executive
Officer Interim
Review 2023-24

I'm a member of the Executive Committee.

Cr C Kulczycki

14.2 - Staff Matter
— Chief Executive
Officer Interim
Review 2023-24

I'm a member of the Executive Committee.

Ordinary Council Meeting
Tuesday 26 March 2024

Page | 9




Mr J Christie 14.2 - Staff Matter The item relates directly to the performance of
— Chief Executive the Chief Executive Officer.

Officer Interim
Review 2023-24

4 Announcements by the Presiding Member
(without discussion) and declarations by
Members

4.1 Announcements

On the first of March, Natalie Carter resigned as a City of Belmont Councillor for
personal reasons.

She first joined our Council in October 2021, and over the past two and a half
years, she has represented her south ward community in a positive and
collaborative way.

On behalf of the City, | thank Natalie Carter for her years of service to south
ward residents and the wider community and wish her all the best with her
future endeavours.

Ms Carter’s term would have ended on 18 October 2025.
An extraordinary election for the South Ward will be held to fill the vacancy in
accordance with the Local Government Act 1995. We will provide more

information to the community on that extraordinary election as it becomes
available.

4.2 Disclaimer

6.35pm The Presiding Member drew the public gallery’s attention to
the Disclaimer.

The Presiding Member advised the following:
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‘| wish to draw attention to the Disclaimer Notice contained within the Agenda
document and advise members of the public that any decisions made at the
meeting tonight can be revoked, pursuant to the Local Government Act

1995.

Therefore members of the public should not rely on any decisions until formal
notification in writing by Council has been received.’

4.3  Declarations by Members who have not given
due consideration to all matters contained in
the business papers presently before the
meeting

Nil.

5 Public question time

5.1 Responses to questions taken on notice

5.1.1 Ms L Hollands, Redcliffe

The following question was taken on notice at the 27 February 2024 Ordinary
Council Meeting. Ms Hollands was provided with a response on 13 March 2024.
The response from the City is recorded accordingly:

3. On 20 September 2023, | made a complaint to the Chief Executive Officer
regarding the threat | received from a senior staff member at the Special
Meeting on the 19 September 2023. | believe two other residents submitted
complaints about the same staff member’s conduct. None of the other
complainants had any correspondence. What standard does the City have in
respect to staff behaviour, what process does the City adopt when
investigating such complaints and why isn't the staff in charge of the
complaints complying with the customer service charter requirements?

Response

Responses have been now provided to the three complainants

informing them of the outcome of the complaint investigation. The

delay in responding was related to the CEO being on leave and the CEO
has apologised for this oversight. All staff are required to comply with
the City’s Code of Conduct. The Code of Conduct provides employees
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with clear guidelines for the standards of professional conduct
expected of them in carrying out their functions and responsibilities.

5.1.2 Mr J Harris, Cloverdale

The following question was taken on notice at the 27 February 2024 Ordinary
Council Meeting. Mr Harris was provided with a response on 13 March 2024.
The response from the City is recorded accordingly:

2. In conversation with City officers, | have been told the usual approach of the
City is to do multiple jobs at the same site, at the same time to make it
more efficient and get more things done, is that not the case when it comes
to cycling and other road works?

Response

Pedestrian and cycling upgrades, where feasible, are considered in
conjunction with the planning and delivery of road projects.

5.1.3 Ms L Hollands on behalf of Belmont Resident and
Ratepayer Action Group (BRRAG)

The following questions were taken on notice at the 27 February 2024 Ordinary
Council Meeting. Ms Hollands was provided with a response on 13 March 2024.
The response from the City is recorded accordingly:

1. On the 26 November 2023, BRRAG wrote to the Chief Executive Officer with
respect to a Councillor loan for legal expenses. We asked in accordance with
the legal representation policy, if there had been any written responses
regarding the payment of the money. Has the money been repaid as yet
and if not has the letter been written to the Councillor requesting the
repayment of all monies owed? If not why not, given the matter was
wrapped up on the 23 January 20247?

Response
The City has complied with the Legal Representation Policy.

2. As of last night, the minor breach register is not up to date. Why is the
minor breach register not up to date and is it correct that it is the
Governance department that is responsible for its update?

Response

The Minor Breach Register was updated after the action required by the
Standards Panel was effected.
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3. Mayor Rossi and Cr Sekulla recently went on the Sister City trip to Japan,
can you confirm the cost of the trip to the ratepayer, how much did each
child receive from the City and how much did each parent have to pay to
cover airfares and accommodation?

Response

The total costs of the Adachi Student Delegation trip in January 2024
was $58,018. The City subsidised 50% of each of the 16 student’s
airfare, which is $1,593. There was no costs for accommodation as
students stayed with local host families in Japan.

4.  When will the Councillor's report be made publicly available?
Response

Elected Members are not required to submit a report on the Adachi
Sister City Student Exchange Delegation. The City’s officers provide a
report to Elected Members detailing outcomes from the program. This
report is not made public.

5.1.4 Mr A Bell, Redcliffe

The following questions were taken on notice at the 27 February 2024 Ordinary
Council Meeting. Mr Bell was provided with a response on 13 March 2024. The
response from the City is recorded accordingly:

1. Atthe November Council Meeting, the City advised that the crash ranking
for the intersection of Lyall and Stanton was 2,123 and went further to
classify it as “very low” by comparison to other intersections. At the
December Council Meeting, the City provided the crash ranking for Moreing
and Victoria as 1,917 at the time of the 2021 Moreing calming approval. Can
the City classify this ranking for comparison purposes? i.e. is it also very low
or low?

Response

The crash ranking assessment reference statement is subjective with
“very low” relative to other intersections across the broader Perth
Metropolitan area. The ranking for Moreing Street and Victoria Street
would be similar to that of Lyall Street and Stanton Road.

2. From the December Council Minutes, the City confirms 25 crashes at
roughly 12,000 vehicles on Stanton. During the same period there were 19
crashes on Lyall at less than 3,000 vehicles. The Main Roads funding
program is based on road safety. Statistically, Lyall Street is a significantly
less safe road than Stanton. To save ratepayer money, why can’t the City
apply for a grant for Lyall Street as it would easily qualify?
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Response

The severity of the crash incidents on Stanton Road with one hospital
and four medical is higher than Lyall Street with no hospital and one
medical. Lyall Street and other streets in the Redcliffe area will be
considered for traffic calming measures with the upcoming traffic
modelling exercise.

3. The City has confirmed that the Warrant System was not utilised for the
$218,000 Moreing traffic calming project in 2021. When there is significant
ratepayer money being expended, why is the application of the Warrant
System discretionary and who makes the decision to use or not use the
system?

Response

The application of the City’s Warrant System is not the sole
consideration or justification for traffic calming works proceeding.
Broader considerations are required such as the influence of major
projects under construction, Tonkin Gap Alliance, land use changes and
the potential impact on other roads.

4. The traffic counting speed strips cause significant distress to some residents
and a loss of amenity to most residents near the strips. How many traffic
counts were commissioned by the City in the suburb of Redcliffe during the
calendar years 2021, 2022 and 2023 respectively and what has been the
collective cost during this three year period?

Response

The City recognises that there are some impacts with the installation of
traffic counting loops, however they are only operating for a one week
period maximum, while the traffic data collected is important for
objective, robust and informed decision making on potential projects,
along with performance evaluation of completed projects. Traffic
counts commissioned in the Redcliffe area as follows:27 site locations
in 202127 site locations in December 2022 with three locations
repeated in May 2023 on Lyall Street. 26 site locations in November
2023 with mid-year counts repeated at three locations on Lyall Street
and four locations on Stanton Road. The associated cost was $16k or
approximately $300 per site.
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5.1.5 Mr L Rosolin, Belmont

The following questions were taken on notice at the 27 February 2024 Ordinary
Council Meeting. Mr Rosolin was provided with a response on 13 March 2024.
The response from the City is recorded accordingly:

1. Under section 5.99A of the Local Government Act 1995 (WA), an absolute
majority is required for the local government to pay all eligible Council
members an allowance instead of reimbursing Council members. Has this
been done or not?

Response

The payment of an annual sitting fee for Elected Members as provided
by section 5.99 of the Local Government Act 1995 (WA) was adopted by
absolute majority at the June 2023 Ordinary Council Meeting.

2. What actions will be undertaken to rectify the Hub building structure
problems at the front and maintenance problems?

Response

Investigations into the slab and cladding issues are ongoing in
conjunction with the builder.

5.1.6 Mr M Cardozo, Redcliffe

The following questions were taken on notice at the 27 February 2024 Ordinary
Council Meeting. Mr Cardozo was provided with a response on 13 March 2024.
The response from the City is recorded accordingly:

1. The City’s website indicates that an Information Forum should have no
direct relationship to an Agenda Briefing Forum or an Ordinary Council
Meeting. From a technical perspective can a resident traffic calming petition
that is part of an Ordinary Council Meeting and is then subsequently the
subject of an Alternate Motion at the same Ordinary Council Meeting
technically be referred to an Information Forum? And if there is a
compliance issue how does this impact the alternate motion?

Response

The Report to the Ordinary Council Meeting (OCM) was in response to
the petition and included an Officer Recommendation. A councillor
attempted to move an alternative recommendation but was replaced by
a procedural motion. The latter motion referred the report back to a
future Information Forum (IF) as per section 11.11 of the City’s
Standing Orders Local Law 2017 which allows items to be referred back
to an IF for additional information to be provided by the CEO.
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The Alternative Motion falls away as if it did not exist.

The comment in the Work Flow diagram “IF has no direct relationship
to ABF or OCM” refers to the fact the IF is not an ABF or OCM. Itis not a
public meeting and information only is provided to Elected Members.

There is no compliance issue.

2. ltis recognised as part of the pros and cons of speed humps that noise can
be an issue. The City has confirmed that one third of residents didn’t want
speed humps on Moreing Street. Since the 2021 installation, can the City
provide a summary of the formal complaints received?

Response

Only one item of related communication has been received by the City
in respect of the speed humps on Moreing Street since their
installation.

4. The Stanton Road traffic calming program represents an unprecedented
deployment of speed humps and traffic calming devices that has been
progressed without any apparent analysis or modelling, without consultation
with the community that will be impacted, and without direction from the
Council. Stanton Road residents will be burdened with thousands of noise
disturbances on a 24-hour basis representing a significant loss of amenity
and potential diminution of property value. Has the City taken into
consideration that DA6 and wider Redcliffe residents who suffer from
medical conditions such as arthritis, back and neck injuries, and the frail and
elderly will have to endure a painful 2km journey?

Response

The proposed Stanton Road traffic calming measures have been
reviewed and approved by Main Roads WA and the Public Transport
Agency (PTA). The measures have already been implemented across
the broader Perth Metropolitan area with lessons learnt over time. The
profile of the speed cushions and the intersection raised plateau
treatments are not severe in comparison with the older abrupt “speed
humps” with low ramp grades to minimise driver and passenger
discomfort. City staff have met with PTA representatives on the
Stanton Road project site with a Transperth bus to review plans and
travel the route to ensure the measures proposed will be acceptable to
their customers. It should also be noted that the Stanton Road, Second
Street route will become a 40 km/h road upon completion of the traffic
calming works.
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5.1.7 Ms J Gee, Cloverdale

The following question was taken on notice at the 27 February 2024 Ordinary
Council Meeting. Ms Gee was provided with a response on 13 March 2024. The
response from the City is recorded accordingly:

3. How much does the Belmont Bulletin cost the ratepayers for staff to put it
together, have it printed and delivered to residents, who is responsible for
proofreading it and what will Council do to ensure dates are correct next
time?

Response

The City’s Marketing and Communication Team manage the Belmont
Bulletin and are responsible for proofing. While regrettable, sometimes
errors do slip through.

As the Belmont Bulletin goes to every residential letterbox it gives all
residents the opportunity to find important information from the City.

The cost to produce the Belmont Bulletin is approximately $19,500 per
edition. Around half this cost is for delivery.

Delivery costs have increased over the past 18 months, but actual costs
have decreased through other savings including reducing the number
of editions from seven to six annually.

5.2  Questions from members of the public

6.36pm The Presiding Member drew the public gallery's attention to the
rules of Public Question Time as written in the Public Question
Time Form.

The Mayor advised that he would allow a maximum of four questions
per person.

In accordance with rule (l), the Mayor advised that he had registered
nine members of the public who had given prior notice to ask
guestions.

The Mayor invited members of the public who had yet to register their
interest to ask a question to do so. Three further registrations were
forthcoming.
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5.2.1 Mr J Harris, Cloverdale

1. The City has repeatedly cited the February 2023 Ordinary Council Meeting
as the meeting when Council committed the City to completing the Stanton
Road Traffic calming project, and uses this as the reason to not discuss the
matter with residents. The relevant motion instructs the City to
“Implement temporary calming devices to be installed in 2023 between
Lyall Street and Epsom Avenue” instead, the City plans to install
permanent devices in 2024, and along a length of road more than triple
the instructed distance. Does the City consider the Stanton Road calming
project to be a faithful implementation of Council’s motion?

Response

The Chief Executive Officer stated that the City considers the Stanton
Road/Second Street Low Cost Urban Road Safety project to be a
faithful implementation of the resolutions made at the 28 February
2023 Ordinary Meeting of Council. The resolution referenced in the
guestion was the last of five resolutions that were made pertaining to
the Notice of Motion for Stanton Road and Second Street Traffic. The
resolutions also requested that further traffic counts be undertaken
and that once the Tonkin gap project was complete to investigate a
permanent traffic solution.

The investigations into the low-cost traffic calming measures were
presented to Elected Members at an Information Forum on 30 May
2023. The presentation outlined details of the Main Roads Low Cost
Urban Road Safety programme and the potential for grant funding.
The Main Roads WA grant funding is for permanent traffic calming

which is consistent with the third resolution from the February 2023
Ordinary Council Meeting and supported by Main Roads WA.

With regards to the fourth resolution from the February 2023 Ordinary
Council Meeting to investigate the temporary closure of Central Avenue,
the City proposes to review this option in the upcoming Redcliffe traffic
modelling exercise. The City will be holding discussions with the Perth
Transport Authority and Perth Airport in preparation of the traffic

model as their future plans need to be incorporated in the model. This
will be the opportunity to commence discussions regarding possible
closure or modifications of the Central Avenue and Second Street
intersection.

2. Inthe current budget review, eight separate pedestrian projects have been
deferred for the year with no explanation, making up about half of the
budgeted projects for any non-car transport. Three of those projects on
Matheson Road were previously budgeted and delayed last financial year,
and they will presumably be budgeted for a third time in a few months. Is
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there any reason to expect these projects to be prioritised higher next year
to avoid them being kicked even further down the road?

Response

The Chief Executive Officer stated that a number of footpath projects
have been deferred to next year due to design requirements. The
footpath project for Matheson Road for example, has been delayed
due to consultation required with Perth Racing regarding their fencing
requirements. These designs are nearing completion and the works
will be programmed according to availability of labour and materials,
most likely early in the new financial year. A number of other footpath
projects are currently in design for inclusion in the 2024-25 capital
works programme.

3. Many in this room have voiced support for closing Central Avenue as the
long-term solution to many of the Redcliffe area’s traffic issues. Focus on
this has been sidelined during the Stanton traffic calming debate. What is
the status of the City’s investigation into closing Central Avenue — whether
as trial or permanent — and can any report on that please be made public?

Response

The Chief Executive Officer stated that as stated in response to
Question 1, the City will engage with Perth Airport and the Perth
Transport Authority during the development of the Redcliffe traffic
modelling. The potential for temporary or permanent closure of
Central Avenue is one scenario that can be modelled.

5.2.2 Mr M Russell, Cloverdale

1. lwould like to request a review of the Standing Orders, specifically to
remove the requirement of providing an address as part of public question
time, in line with the advice from the Department of Local Government
which suggests “that an address not be required unless the person is to be
written to or otherwise contacted”. | believe this change could enhance the
accessibility of the public question process. Could you please consider
revising section 6.2(1)(a) of the Standing Orders accordingly?

Response

The Chief Executive Officer stated the current Standing Orders
requires a person asking a question at Public Question Time to state
their name and address, however it has been common practice by the
Presiding Member to provide a name and suburb. The current local
government reform process which has recently issued a draft set of
standardised standing orders for consultation will still however
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require a person asking a question at Public Question Time to provide
their name and suburb/locality.

2. How does the City of Belmont monitor compliance with the 'response
within 10 normal working days' section of the Customer Service Charter,
and have there been any breaches of this section in the past year?

Response

The Chief Executive Officer stated that the City attempts to answer all
requests for information, service, or questions within 10 working
days, so as to ensure ratepayers and residents receive optimal levels
of service. The Customer Service Charter is a guideline and is
monitored to ensure that staff meet the 10 day response timeframe.
All managers are regularly reminded to respond within the timeframe
established by the Charter.

3. Have there been any updates to the Belmont Trust land since the
deliberative panel 21 months ago, and what are the next steps planned for
the lands?

Response

The Chief Executive Officer stated that the funds have been listed in the
2024-25 Annual Budget for Council consideration to undertake master
planning and community consultation on the future use of the Belmont
Trust Land.

5.2.3 Ms L Hollands, Redcliffe

1. What section of the Act or Regulations states if you do not consent to the
livestream you have to leave now and if you have remained you have given
consent?

Response

The Director Corporate and Governance stated that the City is required
by the Local Government Act 1995 (WA) to livestream Council
meetings. Public question time is a legislative component of a Council
meeting. The livestreaming of public question time forms part of the
City’s livestreaming obligation under the Local Government Act 1995
(WA) and associated regulations. The City’s livestreaming policy is
consistent with the Local Government Act 1995 (WA).

2. In what section of the Act or Regulations does it state that if you do not give
consent you have to leave the meeting?
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Response
The Director Corporate and Governance stated that the question would
be taken on notice.

3. What section of the Act states that a resident asking questions is to be the
star of the show and councillors unidentifiable.

Response

The Director Corporate and Governance stated that he can view all
Councillors, all the people on the top table and the person asking a
guestion on the livestream. The Livestreaming policy and the City’s
action mirror what the local government regulations require.

4. Why are residents more on show than the councillors?

Response

The Director Corporate and Governance stated that the residents are
not on show contrary to Ms Holland’s comments. The person
participating in the meeting, e.g. the questioner, is the only person
shown on the livestream. The Director believes the questioner is the
same dimensions as the people sitting at the top table, they are no
more prominent than anyone else included in the livestream.

5. On the City’s website in respect to attending the quiz, it states there will be
residents attending and there will be cameras and video and to notify the
City if you do not want to be photographed. Why is that option available for
a quiz night but not for a Council Meeting?

Response
The Director Corporate and Governance stated that the question would
be taken on notice.

5.2.4 Ms L Hollands on behalf of Belmont Resident and
Ratepayer Action Group

1. With reference to item 12.2, what is the normal practice for notifying
surrounding residents when there is a development application for a five-
storey building or anything that affects them, is this attitude of 100m the
norm?

Response
The Director Development and Communities stated that the question
would be taken on notice.
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2. How many calming devices are going to be installed on Stanton Road and if
the City were to knock it back and change their mind, what, if any, affect
would that have on the City’s relationship with Main Roads?

Response

The Director Infrastructure Services stated that in relation to traffic
treatments, there are planned to be two raised safety platforms at the
intersection of Moreing Street and Lyall Street, four new mid-block
safety platforms (same as the existing), 11 safety speed cushions
which are not speed humps. They just require drivers to position
themselves properly and slow down. There are no speed humps in any
of the plans for Stanton Road and Second Street.

3. lIsit not likely to cause injury?

Response

The Director Infrastructure Services stated that the City have engaged
with the Public Transport Authority, and these treatments themselves
have been designed specifically to not be abrupt speed hump types.
This question was asked last month and there is a detailed response in
those minutes.

4. What is the normal process for approving Councillor training, who approved
Cr Sekulla’s training and why was it approved when according to the training
register, the course was from February to November when Cr Sekulla was on
his leave of absence until May 20237

Response

The Chief Executive Officer stated that the approval process for Elected
Member professional development is that a form is filled in, the Elected
Member needs to demonstrate the benefit of attending that

professional development and that is signed off by the Mayor and the
Chief Executive Officer. With regard to Cr Sekulla’s leave of absence,
that only applies to Council meetings.

5. The honorary freeman item was a confidential item, was the person who
was nominated the honorary freeman advised that it was confidential?

Response
The Chief Executive Officer stated that matter is confidential.

6. Did the Council find out who nominated the Honorary Freeman?

Response
The Chief Executive Officer stated that matter is confidential.
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5.2.5 Ms B Scharfenstein, Redcliffe

1. Could the City explain the rationale of viewing one area in Belmont in
isolation from another, thereby only informing a small number of residents
about the Low Cost Urban Road Safety Program decision while excluding the
majority of residents who use this road daily and will be negatively impacted
by the installation of an excess number of traffic calming devices?

Response
The Director Infrastructure Services stated that the question would be
taken on notice.

The Chief Executive Officer stated that the decision to install traffic
calming on Stanton Road was made as part of a motion at the Council
Meeting back in November(sic) 2023. That was on the back of
significant complaints that the City received about the volume of traffic
and rat running on Epsom Avenue and Stanton Road leading to the
airport. The traffic counts at that time had indicated although Main
Roads hierarchy has a desirable volume of 6,000 vehicles per day, there
was at that time 12,000 vehicles per day on Stanton Road. That was the
reason why Council considered the resolution and made an amendment
to that motion back in February 2023. The recent traffic counts around
Christmas had the volume at 16,000 an increase of 4,000. With the
Tonkin gap opening, the numbers are decreasing. The last traffic count
had around 12,000 vehicles on Stanton Road and a reduction of 500
vehicles on Lyall Street. That was the rationale behind the Council
decision and the Council were supportive of that as a result of the
increase in volumes and rat running that was happening on Stanton
Road and in that area.

Note: The decision to install traffic calming on Stanton Road was made
as part of a motion at the Council Meeting back in February 2023.

2. If there are such policies that govern the consultation processes to
segregate pockets of the community, can you advise what they are
specifically?

Response
The Director Infrastructure Services stated that he is not aware of any
policies in regard to segregation.

The Chief Executive Officer stated that the City has a Stakeholder
Engagement Strategy, and the City does not exclude anyone that would
be impacted by decisions or actions that would be undertaken by the
City. As previously mentioned, Council resolved at the February 2023
meeting, to amend the officer recommendation and include the
installation of traffic calming on Stanton Road. When Council resolved
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that at the meeting, it is the Chief Executive Officers obligation to
implement that decision. That decision was not to engage in community
consultation to determine whether they were needed, the decision of
Council was quite clear. It was to install traffic calming in an attempt to
reduce rat running on Epsom Avenue and Stanton Road.

3. What other decisions were considered by Main Roads and the City of
Belmont? If none, why not and if none how does the City of Belmont and
Main Roads WA know that this LCURS is the best decision?

Response

The Chief Executive Officer stated that there was a lot of consultation
with Main Roads with regards to the decision made under that LCURS
program. The Chief Executive Officer stated that the question would be
taken on notice.

4. 1s 40km/h a safe and comfortable speed to drive over these LCURS, will
vehicles, especially buses, have to slow down to below 40km/h and what is
that speed going to be?

Response

The Chief Executive Officer stated that there was consultation with the
Public Transport Authority on site. Main Roads WA were the ones who
approved this, if Main Roads felt there was going to be any issues with
how smooth it was to transition over the traffic calming that is to be
installed, it would not have been approved.

5. Is 40km/h going to be the constant speed vehicles will be able to travel over
these speed devices?

Response

The Chief Executive Officer stated that 40km/h will be posted and
drivers will need to bear that in mind when approaching any of the
traffic calming on the road.

5.2.6 Mr P Van Der Kooij, Redcliffe

1. My house backs onto Stanton Road, why wasn’t | or any other residents
around the area notified? Are the Council going to take any responsibility or
liability when | have a traffic accident due to a lack of sleep or anyone who
stays at my house and structure damage to my property?

Response
The Director Infrastructure Services stated that the question would be
taken on notice.
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2. Why haven'’t | or other ratepayers been informed about what is going on?

Response

The Chief Executive Officer stated that Council resolved to install the
traffic calming and amended a resolution back in February 2023. It is
the Chief Executive Officer’'s understanding that all residents that have
a property adjoining Stanton Road were notified of the decision to
install traffic calming, all those properties who have crossovers or
properties on Stanton Road would have been notified.

3. Are Council going to take any responsibility for double glazing?

Response
The Chief Executive Officer stated that would not be the case.

7.10pm Sessions moved, Marks seconded, that Public Question Time be

extended.

Carried 7 votes to O

For:

Davis, Kulczycki, Marks, Rossi, Ryan, Sekulla and Sessions

Against: Nil

5.2.7 Mr A Bell, Redcliffe

1.

Recently the City of Stirling Council approved raised pedestrian crossings on
a section of West Coast Highway. | regularly walk along Stanton Road and
often find it difficult to cross the road. Why didn’t the City take the
opportunity to install raised pedestrian crossings near our schools and bus
stops as part of the significant traffic calming being implemented on Stanton
Road?

Response
The Chief Executive Officer stated that the question would be taken on
notice.

2. The latest February traffic data confirms that Moreing Street traffic volume

has dropped to just 350 vehicles per day and the average speed is now just
35km/h. Lyall Street and Moreing Street are the only two streets with direct
connectivity to Great Eastern Highway. It appears no one wants to use
Moreing Street now because of the five speed humps. Do you think the
traffic calming was over done at Moreing Street?
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Response
The Chief Executive Officer stated that based on traffic data the City
had at the time, no he does not.

3. Why didn’t the residents of Moreing Street get any say on what type of
speed calming device and how many would be installed on their street?

Response
The Chief Executive Officer stated that the question would be taken on
notice.

4. Why doesn't the City have a public traffic calming policy?

Response
The Chief Executive Officer stated that the question would be taken on
notice.

5.2.8 Mr M Cardozo, Redcliffe

1. Connect Belmont shows 21 coloured dots, four of them are coloured blue,
they are called asphalt speed humps with shark teeth marking.

Response

The Director Infrastructure Services stated the drawings show speed
cushions not speed humps. The Director Infrastructure Services stated
that the question would be taken on notice.

2. Why was there no community engagement prior to the approval of the
Stanton Road calming?

Response
The Chief Executive Officer stated that the question would be taken on
notice.

3. The Stanton calming is a permanent installation of an unprecedented and
extensive number of traffic calming speed humps, cushions and plateaus on
a short 1.5km stretch of road. Has the City conducted any noise study to
confirm the anticipated noise impact for the residents of Stanton Road,
Second Street, adjacent homes and the two primary schools?

Response

The Director Infrastructure Services stated that the City have not
carried out any specific noise studies, these traffic treatments are used
all over Perth Metropolitan area.
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4. In March 2023 the City entered into discussions with Main Roads WA and the
project went from temporary to permanent and went from a 300m section of
road to the entire 1.5km. Why didn’t the City come to Council formally to
advise of the two significant changes to the formal Council direction, and
why didn’t the City follow their own recommendation to wait for the Tonkin
Gap Alliance project to be finalised?

Response

The Chief Executive Officer stated that the question in relation to the
Tonkin Gap Project being finalised was contained within that resolution
in February. It was Council that moved an amendment to instruct the
City to install the traffic calming. The Chief Executive Officer stated that
the question would be taken on notice.

5. Ms Cassie Rowe, MLA Member for Belmont forwarded me an email from the
City last week advising that the traffic calming proposed on Stanton could
not be revoked and I'll quote “that Council, would not be in a position to
revoke the original decision without first obtaining legal and financial advice
as detailed in local orders 15.2.” Council gave a clear direction at the
February 2023 Ordinary Council Meeting as an alternate motion for
installation of temporary calming on a small section of Stanton Road. From a
technical or governance perspective, when the outcome is so substantially
different from the original direction, how can Council ever be in a position to
revoke a direction that it never made?

Response

The Chief Executive Officer stated that he believes that what the City
has progressed was consistent with the resolution made in February
2023.

5.2.9 Ms D Ransome, Ascot

1. The City of Belmont Annual Report 2022-23, Urban Forest Strategy states
that during the winter months 2,629 trees were planted, can the Council
provide an average cost per tree?

Response
The Director Infrastructure Services stated that the question would be
taken on notice.

2. Of the 2,629 trees planted, do Council keep a record of how many of those
trees survived?
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Response
The Director Infrastructure Services stated that the City has a register
of every tree planted in the City.

3. Does the register contain whether the trees survived or not?

Response
The Director Infrastructure Services stated that the register notes the
condition of all the trees in the City.

4. How do we get a copy of that?

Response
The Director Infrastructure Services stated that the question would be
taken on notice.

5.2.10 Ms J Gee, Cloverdale
1. In relation to item 12.2, when did the letter to the residents actually change?

Response

The Director Development and Communities stated that over time as
the City’s planners have engaged or advertised development
applications, the City have received varying responses. For item 12.2,
the advertising was carried out in two parts. The first part of the
advertising was a letter to neighbours immediately adjoining the
subject property, informing them of the development and variations to
the R-Codes standards that was applied when assessing the
development application. That letter included an invitation to make a
submission on how the proposed development impacted on their
property. The wider radius of 100m included Ms Gee’s property, and
that letter informed those residents in the wider area of the
development proposal and gave them the option to view the plans and
speak to a planner if there were any questions. The reason it is done in
two parts, is because the local government, when making a planning
decision, needs to have regard for how a development directly impacts
adjoining properties in order of weight to be placed on that submission.
The neighbours that are immediately adjoining would be directly
impacted, the other residents in the wider area (over 100m) would not
be directly impacted but have the opportunity to put in a submission if
they wish.

2. Ifitis five storeys, it doesn't just affect the property next door. Maybe
Council should be looking at how they are advertising it so they can get
responses in and make a better judgement of what people are thinking
about?
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Response
The Director Development and Communities stated that the impact of
any variations to height would most immediately impact the adjourning
properties.

3. How are you going to address the issue of multiple bins being placed on
Abernethy Road for pick up and how are you going to address the extra
traffic considering the data which is on page 70 is not relevant?

Response

The Director Development and Communities stated that assessment of
waste management is contained within the report and is a satisfactory
arrangement. The arrangement has been considered by the City’s
waste services team, and the development is capable of the adequate
bin services arrangement. The NSW RTA Guide is the standard that is
accepted by the industry, there is no specific standard for WA and that
is why NSW RTA was used when considering trip generations.

4. How are you going to address privacy including on the balconies?
Response

The Director Development and Communities stated that standards for
privacy and overlooking, including the 1.6m standard are outlined in
the State Planning Policy, the R-Codes.

5. Are you going to judge this development application on today and not on
the future?

Response
The Mayor stated that will be up to each Councillor.

5.2.11 Mr V Barker, Rivervale

1. Will Cr Davis’ apology be advertised in the newspapers as no one could hear

her apology at the last Council meeting?

Response

The Director Corporate and Governance stated that the apology by Cr
Davis at the February 2024 Ordinary Council Meeting was delivered as
required and consistent with the terms of the Order of the Standards
Panel. The Department of Local Government, Sport and Cultural
Industries viewed Cr Davis’ apology online and the Department has not
advised that they have any problems with the apology.
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2. As a duty of care, does the City of Belmont have a drug and alcohol policy
for senior members of Council and councillors?

Response
The Chief Executive Officer stated that the question would be taken on
notice.

5.2.12 Mr P Hitt, Belmont

1. Will Cr Davis resign?

Response

The Chief Executive Officer stated that he listened to the broadcast this
morning. The City and Cr Davis has complied with the requirements of
the Standards Panel and as far as the City is concerned this matter is
closed.

2. If Cr Davis pursues any person through the courts in relation to the recent
findings concerning her, will the City of Belmont be liable for any legal cost
which Cr Davis might incur?

Response
The Chief Executive Officer stated that the City has a policy on legal
costs and the City will ensure that policy is complied with.

3. The City of Belmont is currently reviewing its view on external advertising, is
that correct?

Response
The Chief Executive Officer stated that the question would be taken on
notice.

4. s it appropriate for a City councillor to have their face or advertising on
rubbish bin holders?

Response
The Chief Executive Officer stated that the question would be taken on
notice.

5. Has the City met or greatly exceeded its urban density requirements?
Response

The Director Development and Communities stated that the question
would be taken on notice.
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5.2.13 Mr J Harris, Cloverdale

4. The what, when and where of the Stanton Road motion is clearly different to
what the City is doing. Can the City provide guidance on the implementation
of Council motions, is this the only circumstance where a council motion can
be so loosely interpreted or do all motions of Council have this much
leeway?

Response
The Chief Executive Officer stated that the question would be taken on
notice.

5.2.14 Mr L Rosolin, Belmont

1. Do councillors receive a bonus on top of Councillors sitting fees?

Response

The Director Corporate and Governance stated that all Elected Members
are entitled to sitting fees and allowances as provided under the Local
Government Act 1995 (WA) and they are determined by the Salaries
and Allowances Tribunal. The budget which is adopted in June of each
year contains an amount for this. The Mayor and Councillors receive
payment on a regular basis. There is no such thing as a bonus for
Elected Members. They receive sitting fees and an ICT allowance. The
Mayor and Deputy Mayor receive a Mayoral and Deputy Mayoral
allowance. In no circumstance do Elected Members receive a bonus
payment.

2. What is proposed to be done to fix the issues at the hub?
Response

The Director Infrastructure Services stated that there have been
considerable discussions with the builder and a number of

investigations are ongoing. It is a contractual matter therefore the
details remain confidential for now.

7.38pm Sessions moved, Marks seconded, that Public Question Time be
extended.

Carried 7 votes to O

For: Davis, Kulczycki, Marks, Rossi, Ryan, Sekulla and Sessions

Against: Nil
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3. The public gallery could not hear Cr Davis’ apology, we have a right to hear
and understand.

Response
The Chief Executive Officer stated that the apology was given in
accordance with the directions from the Standards Panel and the City

considers this matter to be concluded. Should you wish to listen to that
apology, you can view it on the City’s YouTube Channel.

7.41pm As there were no further questions, the Presiding Member
declared Public Question Time closed.

6 Confirmation of Minutes/receipt of Matrix

6.1  Ordinary Council Meeting held 27 February
2024

Officer Recommendation

Davis moved, Sekulla seconded

That the Minutes of the Ordinary Council Meeting held on 27 February 2024, as
printed and circulated to all Councillors, be confirmed as a true and accurate
record.

Carried Unanimously 7 votes to O
For: Davis, Kulczycki, Marks, Rossi, Ryan, Sekulla and Sessions

Against: Nil
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6.2  Matrix for the Agenda Briefing Forum held 19
March 2024

Officer Recommendation

Sessions moved, Davis seconded

That the Matrix of the Agenda Briefing Forum held on 19 March 2024, as
printed and circulated to all Councillors, be received and noted.

Carried Unanimously 7 votes to O
For: Davis, Kulczycki, Marks, Rossi, Ryan, Sekulla and Sessions

Against: Nil

7 Questions by Members on which due notice
has been given (without discussion)

Nil.

8 Questions by members without notice

8.1 Responses to questions taken on notice

Nil.

8.2  Questions by members without notice

8.2.1 CrRyan

1. When will the esplanade and jetty works in Ascot commence?

Response
The Director Infrastructure Services stated that the question would be
taken on notice.
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The Chief Executive Officer stated that from memory there were some
issues with the Department of Biodiversity, Conservation and
Attractions in regard to the design and foreshore restoration of that
area.

9 New business of an urgent nature approved
by the person presiding or by decision

Nil.

10 Business adjourned from a previous meeting

Nil.
11 Reports of committees

11.1 Standing Committee (Audit and Risk) held 19
February 2024 (circulated under separate
cover)

Officer Recommendation

Kulczycki moved, Sekulla seconded

That the Minutes of the Standing Committee (Audit and Risk) held on 19
February 2024 Councillors, be received and noted.

Carried Unanimously 7 votes to O
For: Davis, Kulczycki, Marks, Rossi, Ryan, Sekulla and Sessions

Against: Nil
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11.2 Executive Committee held 26 February 2024
(circulated under separate cover)

Officer Recommendation

Sessions moved, Davis seconded

That the Minutes of the Executive Committee held on 26 February 2024
Councillors, be received and noted.

Carried Unanimously 7 votes to O
For: Davis, Kulczycki, Marks, Rossi, Ryan, Sekulla and Sessions

Against: Nil

12 Reports of administration

Officer Recommendation

Davis moved, Sessions seconded

The Officer or Committee Recommendations for Items 12.1, 12.3, 12.4, 12.5,
12.6,12.7 12.8, 12.10, 12.11 and 12.12 be adopted en bloc by an Absolute
Majority decision.

Carried by Absolute Majority 7 votes to O

For: Davis, Kulczycki, Marks, Rossi, Ryan, Sekulla and Sessions

Against: Nil
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