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MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING HELD IN THE CITY OF 
BELMONT CIVIC CENTRE, 215 WRIGHT STREET, CLOVERDALE, ON MONDAY, 
27 AUGUST 2001, COMMENCING AT 7.30PM

PRESENT

Cr P R Passeri, JP West Ward
Cr M H Blair Central Ward
Cr G Dornford Central Ward
Cr M C Godsell Central Ward
Cr G Doney West Ward
Cr A T Richardson, JP West Ward
Cr M M Bass East Ward
Cr G J Godfrey East Ward
Cr P Marks East Ward
Cr A P Murfin, OAM, JP South Ward
Cr E Teasdale South Ward
Cr J Powell South Ward

IN ATTENDANCE

Mr B Genoni Chief Executive Officer
Mr N Deague Director – Development
Mr S Cole Director – Corporate Services
Mr P Varris Acting Director – Administration and Community Services
Mr R Sherar Manager – Building Services
Mr M Ferialdi Manager – Health Services

MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC

There were 25 members of the public and 1 member of the press (Southern Gazette) 
present.

1. OFFICIAL OPENING

The Mayor opened the meeting and welcomed all those in attendance, particularly 
acknowledging the presence of Mr Ron Sherar, Council’s new Manager – Building 
Services.
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2. APOLOGIES & LEAVE OF ABSENCE

2.1 APOLOGIES

Nil.

2.2 LEAVE OF ABSENCE

Nil.

3. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Cr Ted Teasdale declared a financial interest.  The interest is in Item 8.8.2 of the 
Resources and Policy Committee meeting with the nature of the interest being that of 
payment to his wife J. Teasdale for Sister City Expenses.

Cr Peter Passeri declared a financial interest.  The interest is in Item 8.8.3 of the 
Resources and Policy Committee meeting with the nature of the interest being that 
he has shares and superannuation in an AMP Fund.

Chief Executive Officer, Bruce Genoni declared a financial interest.  The interest is in 
Item 8.1.2 of the Resources and Policy Committee meeting, with the nature of the 
interest being that he is an employee of the City of Belmont and may be impacted on 
by the Policy.

Director - Corporate Services, Stuart Cole declared a financial interest.  The interest 
is in Item 8.1.2 of the Resources and Policy Committee meeting, with the nature of 
the interest being that he is an employee of the City of Belmont and may be impacted 
on by the Policy.

Cr Gerard Dornford declared a financial interest.  The interest is in Item 8.8.3 of the 
Resources and Policy Committee meeting, with the nature of the interest being that 
he has AMP Shares.

Councillor Glenys Godfrey declared a financial interest.  The interest is in Item 8.6.1 
of the Planning and Development Committee meeting minutes dated 20 August 
2001. The nature of the interest being that her husband is a sub-contractor to 
Kimbers Transport.
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4. ANNOUNCEMENTS BY THE PRESIDING MEMBER
(WITHOUT DISCUSSION)

4.1 BELMONT ENTERPRISE CENTRE AWARD EVENING

The Mayor announced that the Belmont Enterprise Centre Award Evening was held 
on Wednesday, 22 August 2001 where the Belmont Oasis was a successful recipient 
of two awards. The Community Spirit Award – focussed on the success of the Family 
Open Day; and the Best Staff Training Award – based on the evacuation and 
emergency process in place at the Centre. The Chairman of the Belmont Community 
Recreation Association, Councillor Ted Teasdale, introduced Mr Trevor Williams of 
LeisureCo. (facility managers of the centre) who presented the awards to the Mayor.

4.2 2001 AUSTRALIAN PROPERTY INSTITUTE (API) CONFERENCE

The Mayor noted that the Director – Development, Mr Neville Deague, presented a 
paper to the API Conference held on 18 and 19 August 2001. The presentation was 
on “the Graham Farmer Freeway and the impact on adjacent properties and the 
community”, and a copy was distributed to all Councillors.

The Mayor encouraged Councillors to read the paper which, in his view, was well 
written, precise and factual.

The Mayor congratulated Mr Deague and his Planning team on the preparation of 
their valuable report and requested that a copy be made available to the Deputy 
Premier and Local Member for Belmont, Mr Eric Ripper, MLA.

5. PUBLIC QUESTION TIME

5.1 RESPONSES TO QUESTIONS TAKEN ON NOTICE AT PREVIOUS MEETING

Nil.

5.2 QUESTIONS ON WHICH WRITTEN NOTICE HAS BEEN GIVEN PRIOR TO THE 
MEETING

Nil.
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***7.35pm

For the benefit of the public present the Chief Executive Officer stated the rules of 
Question Time.

5.3 QUESTIONS FROM THE FLOOR

5.3.1 Mr Paul Hitt – 85 Fitzroy Road, Rivervale

1. In reference to item 8.1.1 of the Resources and Policy Committee 
meeting minutes of 21 August 2001, is this proposal to withdraw Public 
Statement Time an indication of Council’s unwillingness to listen to 
residents’ and ratepayers’ views?

The Mayor advised this issue has yet to be debated at Council and therefore Council 
has not determined a position at this time.

2. In reference to item 8.3.1 of the Planning and Development Committee 
meeting minutes of 20 August 2001, is the proposed review of public 
open space in the City of Belmont in any part, put forward or initiated by 
the Minister for Planning and Infrastructure, the 
Honourable A MacTiernan, MLA?

The Chief Executive Officer advised that the Minister had had no part in the report.

3. Were the emotive words and bolding in the report such as “damaged”, 
“crying need” and “unbelievably” used to sway the committees to 
support the authors recommendation?

The Mayor advised that he did not believe that the report was emotive.

4. Is this report the first step in placing into action the sale of recreational 
land in the City of Belmont?

The Chief Executive Officer advised that the report recommends a review of all public 
open space within the City and only that.

5.3.2 Mr John Maguire – 11 Hillcrest Road, Kewdale

1. In reference to recent articles in the “West Australian” newspaper, does 
the City of Belmont sell information regarding the City?

The Chief Executive Officer advised that the City provides information to individuals 
and groups on building data at a cost of $88pa (on a cost recovery basis). This 
information is general public information and available to any party.
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Item 5.3.2 continued…

2. An article in a recent edition of the “Southern Gazette” newspaper 
noted that some neighbouring Councils had received some cash grants 
through the “Better Recycling Awards”. Does Council receive any 
funding under this scheme?

The Manager – Health Services advised that the City received an income through its 
very successful recycling program.

3. Is the Mayor able to advise of the current position in respect to the Civic 
Centre refurbishment?

The Chief Executive Officer advised that the legal issues in respect to this matter 
have been ongoing for a period of approximately three years and the current court 
action has now concluded. Council will soon be able to consider whether to proceed 
with the project, however this does not exclude the potential for further legal action 
being taken by other parties.

5.3.3 Mr Paul Hitt – 85 Fitzroy Road, Rivervale

1. In respect to item 15 of the Ordinary Council Meeting held on 13 August 
2001 regarding the proposal to amalgamate the Swan River Trust and 
the Waters and Rivers Commission, is it appropriate for Councillor Blair 
to have declared an interest in the item as a paid board member of the 
Swan River Trust?

Councillor Blair advised that she is a board member of the Swan River Trust 
representing the interests of the West Australian Municipal Association (involving a 
sitting fee). Councillor Blair stated that she raised the issue of the proposed 
amalgamation with the view of Council seeking the Western Australian Municipal 
Association’s support to contact local governments in the Swan River Trust 
management area in respect to the matter. Councillor Blair advised that it was her 
intention to declare an interest on the occasion of WAMA seeking the City’s support 
for the retention of the Swan River Trust.

The Chief Executive Officer advised that depending on the circumstances at the time 
the issue is considered by Council, Councillor Blair may not be required to make a 
declaration of financial interest.

***7.47pm As there were no further questions, the Mayor declared Public Question Time 
closed.
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***7.48pm

For the benefit of the public present the Chief Executive Officer stated the rules of 
Public Statements to Council Time.

5.4 PUBLIC STATEMENTS TO COUNCIL TIME

5.4.1 Statements Where Prior Notice Has Been Given

Nil.

5.4.2 Statements Relevant to Specific Agenda Items under Discussion at 
Tonight's Meeting

5.4.2.1 Mr Peter Stewart – 275 Peet Road, Roleystone 
(3 Hawksburn Road, Rivervale)

Mr Stewart spoke in reference to item 8.1.3 – Council Delegates and 
Representatives of the Resources and Policy Committee meeting of 21 August 2001.

5.4.3 Statements Relevant to Other Council or Local Government Issues

Nil.

***7.54pm As there were no further statements, the Mayor declared Public Statements to 
Council Time closed.

6. CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES

6.1 ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING
HELD 13 AUGUST 2001

GODSELL MOVED, BLAIR SECONDED, THAT THE MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY 
COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 13 AUGUST 2001, AS PRINTED AND 
CIRCULATED TO ALL COUNCILLORS, BE CONFIRMED AS A TRUE AND 
ACCURATE RECORD.

CARRIED 12 VOTES TO 0
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7. QUESTIONS BY MEMBERS ON WHICH DUE NOTICE HAS BEEN GIVEN
(WITHOUT DISCUSSION)

Councillor Doney asks, in relation to the issue of the footpath construction in 
Kooyong Road, whether “Mrs Braysich’s concerns have been given due 
consideration and acted upon by the appropriate staff?”

Chief Executive Officer’s Response:

Yes, appropriate action has been taken and correspondence outlining this action has 
been forwarded to Mrs Braysich.

8. PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS

8.1 RSPCA PETITION TO END THE USE OF WILD ANIMALS IN CIRCUSES

Report by Chief Executive Officer 

APPLICATION

To advise of a petition received requesting that the City of Belmont join the campaign 
to end the use of wild animals in circuses.

IS THIS PROPOSAL CONSISTENT WITH COUNCIL’S OPERATIONAL PLAN? N/A

BACKGROUND

A petition has been received requesting that the City of Belmont join the campaign to 
end the use of wild animals in circuses. The petition reads as follows:

"We the undersigned are totally opposed to the use of wild animals in 
circuses. Wild circus animals are kept most of the time in close confinement, in 
abnormal social groups and are continually being transported – all 
acknowledged causes of stress. They perform acts which do not come 
naturally to them. We wish to see an end to this unnecessary suffering and 
therefore we will not visit any circus which includes wild animals acts in its 
programs. Over 35 Councils in Australia have already banned circuses with 
wild animals from their land and we are petitioning for more to join the 
campaign."

69 people have signed the petition.
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Item 8.1 continued…

COMMENT

Nil.

TEASDALE MOVED, RICHARDSON SECONDED, THAT THE PETITION BE 
RECEIVED AND THAT THE MATTER OF THE REQUEST FOR THE 
CITY OF BELMONT TO JOIN THE CAMPAIGN TO END THE USE OF WILD 
ANIMALS IN CIRCUSES, BE REFERRED TO THE NEXT MEETING OF THE 
ADMINISTRATION AND COMMUNITY SERVICES COMMITTEE FOR ITS 
CONSIDERATION.

CARRIED 12 VOTES TO 0

9. MOTIONS OF WHICH PREVIOUS NOTICE HAS BEEN GIVEN

Nil.

10. BUSINESS ADJOURNED FROM A PREVIOUS MEETING

Nil.

11. CORRESPONDENCE

11.1 LEAVE OF ABSENCE

Nil.

11.2 GENERAL

Nil.

11.3 LATE CORRESPONDENCE OF AN URGENT NATURE

Nil.
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12. REPORTS OF COMMITTEES

12.1 PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE MEETING
HELD 20 AUGUST 2001 

Receipt of Minutes

RICHARDSON MOVED, POWELL SECONDED, that the minutes of the Planning 
and Development Committee meeting held on 20 August 2001, as printed and 
circulated to all Councillors, be received.

CARRIED 12 VOTES TO 0

WITHDRAWN ITEMS

Item 8.6.1 was withdrawn at the request of Councillor Richardson.
Item 8.6.5 was withdrawn at the request of Councillor Bass.
Item 8.7.3 was withdrawn at the request of Councillor Richardson.

ADOPTION OF THE BALANCE OF THE REPORT

RICHARDSON MOVED, MURFIN SECONDED, that recommendation items 5.1, 7, 
8.1.1 – 8.1.2, 8.2.1 – 8.2.4, 8.3.1 – 8.3.5, 8.4.1 – 8.4.2, 8.5.1, 8.6.2 – 8.6.4, 8.6.6 – 
8.6.9, 8.7.1 – 8.7.2, and 8.7.4 of the Planning and Development Committee 
meeting held on 20 August 2001, be adopted en bloc (i.e. with the exception of 
items 8.6.1, 8.6.5 and 8.7.3).

CARRIED 12 VOTES TO 0

12.1.1 Withdrawn Item 8.6.1 – Lot 22 (84) Belmont Avenue, Rivervale – 
Proposed Vehicle Transportation Depot and Motor Vehicle Repairs

***7.56pm Having earlier declared her interest in this item, Councillor Godfrey left 
the meeting.

RICHARDSON MOVED, BLAIR SECONDED, THAT THE COMMITTEE 
RECOMMENDATION NOT BE ADOPTED AND THAT THE MATTER BE 
REFERRED BACK TO THE COMMITTEE FOR FURTHER CONSIDERATION.

CARRIED 11 VOTES TO 0
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Item 12.1.1 continued…

***7.58pm Councillor Godfrey returned to the meeting.

12.1.2 Withdrawn Item 8.6.5 – Lot 600 (152) Great Eastern Highway, Ascot – 
Development Application – 4 Storey Mixed Use Building Including 
Showrooms, Offices, and Residential Apartments and 24 Grouped 
Dwellings

BASS MOVED, DORNFORD SECONDED, THAT THE COMMITTEE 
RECOMMENDATION BE ADOPTED WITHOUT AMENDMENT OR 
MODIFICATION.

CARRIED 12 VOTES TO 0

12.1.3 Withdrawn Item 8.7.3 – Reserve 33115 Leach Highway (end of Treave 
Street)

***7.59pm Councillor Powell left the meeting.

RICHARDSON MOVED, BLAIR SECONDED, THAT THE COMMITTEE 
RECOMMENDATION BE ADOPTED WITHOUT AMENDMENT OR MODIFICATION.

CARRIED 11 VOTES TO 0

***8.00pm Councillor Powell returned to the meeting.

12.2 RESOURCES AND POLICY COMMITTEE MEETING
HELD 21 AUGUST 2001 

Receipt of Minutes

GODREY MOVED, POWELL SECONDED, that the minutes of the Resources and 
Policy Committee meeting held on 21 August 2001, as printed and circulated to 
all Councillors, be received.

CARRIED 12 VOTES TO 0
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Item 12.2 continued…

WITHDRAWN ITEMS

Item 8.1.1 was withdrawn at the request of Councillor Marks.
Item 8.1.2 was withdrawn at the request of Councillor Godfrey. 
Item 8.1.3 was withdrawn at the request of Councillor Bass.
Item 8.8.2 was withdrawn at the request of Councillor Godfrey.
Item 8.8.3 was withdrawn at the request of Councillor Godfrey.

ADOPTION OF THE BALANCE OF THE REPORT

GODFREY MOVED, TEASDALE SECONDED, that recommendation items 5.1, 
8.2.1 – 8.2.4, 8.4.1 – 8.4.5, 8.7.1 – 8.7.4, and 8.8.1 of the Resources and Policy 
Committee meeting held on 21 August 2001, be adopted en bloc (i.e. with the 
exception of items 8.1.1, 8.1.2, 8.1.3, 8.8.2 and 8.8.3).

CARRIED 12 VOTES TO 0

Note: Item 8.4.1 required and was adopted by absolute majority.

12.2.1 Withdrawn Item 8.1.1 – Public Statements to Council

MARKS MOVED, TEASDALE SECONDED, THAT IT BE RECOMMENDED TO 
COUNCIL THAT THE PUBLIC STATEMENTS TO COUNCIL TIME FACILITY BE 
WITHDRAWN, EXCEPT WHEN REFERRING DIRECTLY TO A CURRENT AGENDA 
ITEM. THE SPEAKER MUST STATE BOTH HIS NAME AND THE ITEM TO WHICH 
HE REFERS.

LOST 3 VOTES TO 9
For Marks, Teasdale, Dornford

Against: Passeri, Blair, Bass, Powell, Godfrey, 
Godsell, Murfin, Richardson, Doney

RICHARDSON MOVED, GODFREY SECONDED, THAT THE COMMITTEE 
RECOMMENDATION BE ADOPTED WITHOUT AMENDMENT OR MODIFICATION.

CARRIED 9 VOTES TO 3
For: Passeri, Blair, Teasdale, Powell, Godfrey, 

Godsell, Murfin, Richardson, Doney
Against Marks, Dornford, Bass
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12.2.2 Withdrawn Item 8.1.2 – Review of Gratuity Policy

GODFREY MOVED, GODSELL SECONDED, THAT THE COMMITTEE 
RECOMMENDATION BE ADOPTED WITHOUT AMENDMENT OR MODIFICATION.

CARRIED 12 VOTES TO 0

12.2.3 Withdrawn Item 8.1.3 – Council Delegates and Representatives

BASS MOVED, DORNFORD SECONDED, THAT THE COMMITTEE 
RECOMMENDATION NOT BE ADOPTED AND THAT THE MATTER BE 
REFERRED BACK TO THE COMMITTEE FOR FURTHER CONSIDERATION.

LOST 2 VOTES TO 10
For Bass, Dornford

Against: Passeri, Blair, Powell, Godfrey, 
Godsell, Murfin, Richardson, Doney, Teasdale, Marks

TEASDALE MOVED, GODSELL SECONDED, THAT THE COMMITTEE 
RECOMMENDATION BE ADOPTED WITH THE FOLLOWING AMENDMENT:

“THAT THE “CITY OF BELMONT YOUTH NETWORK GROUP” BE RENAMED AS 
THE “CITY OF BELMONT YOUTH FOCUS GROUP”.

CARRIED (BY ABSOLUTE MAJORITY) 12 VOTES TO 0

12.2.4 Withdrawn Item 8.8.2 – Accounts for Payment

***8.20pm Having earlier declared his interest in this item, Councillor Teasdale left 
the meeting.

GODFREY MOVED, RICHARDSON SECONDED, THAT THE COMMITTEE 
RECOMMENDATION BE ADOPTED WITHOUT AMENDMENT OR 
MODIFICATION.

CARRIED 11 VOTES TO 0

***8.21pm Councillor Teasdale returned to the meeting.
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12.2.5 Withdrawn Item 8.8.3 – Analysis of Investments As at 31 July 2001

***8.21pm Having earlier declared their interests in this item, Councillor Passeri 
and Councillor Dornford left the meeting. As Deputy Mayor, Councillor 
Blair assumed the chair.

GODSELL MOVED, RICHARDSON SECONDED, THAT THE COMMITTEE 
RECOMMENDATION BE ADOPTED WITHOUT AMENDMENT OR 
MODIFICATION.

CARRIED 10 VOTES TO 0

***8.22pm Councillor Passeri and Councillor Dornford returned to the meeting. 
Councillor Passeri assumed the chair.
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13. REPORTS OF OFFICERS

13.1 INFORMATION ONLY ITEMS

Report by Chief Executive Officer 

APPLICATION

Council’s acknowledgment of receipt of information of general interest.

IS THIS PROPOSAL CONSISTENT WITH COUNCIL’S CORPORATE PLAN? YES

“Operational Plan O1/1(c) - To keep Councillors informed of relevant industry and officer 
activities, regular update reports be presented to the respective committees”.

BACKGROUND

This item relates to information circulated by the Chief Executive Officer which may 
be of general interest to Councillors.

COMMENT

General information and memorandums:

DATED SUBJECT
16/08/01 Cr Phil Marks
17/08/01 Amended Plans to Accompany 20 August 2001 Planning and 

Development Committee Report – Item 8.6.5 refers
23/08/01 Passing of David Powell’s Mother
24/08/01 Presentation by Director – Development to State Conference 

Australian Property Institute (API) 18th – 19th August 2001

Councillor Information Items circulated on the 17 August 2001: 

13.1.1 WAMA Week Issue No. 32.01 – 10 August 2001.

Councillor Information Items circulated on the 24 August 2001: 

13.1.2 WAMA Week Issue No. 33.01 – 17 August 2001.

BASS MOVED, MARKS SECONDED, THAT THE INFORMATION PROVIDED TO 
ALL COUNCILLORS AND LISTED IN THIS “INFORMATION ONLY ITEMS” 
REPORT BE NOTED AND RECEIVED.

CARRIED 12 VOTES TO 0
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14. REPORTS OF DELEGATES

14.1 COUNCILLOR GODFREY – SWAN – CANNING CLEANUP PROGRAM

On Saturday, 18 August 2001, on behalf of the City of Belmont, I attended the Year 
Two Action Plan Review Summary of the Swan-Canning Cleanup Program.

The afternoon commenced with a local aboriginal traditional welcome. The dancers 
were very fit and entertaining. The Minister for the Environment and Heritage opened 
the Community Forum. The afternoon was well attended at the City of Gosnells. 

A video was shown of a summary of Swan-Canning Cleanup Program Year Two in 
Review. The video has shown how far we have come with current projects. The 
question and answer session raised many issues and concerns of what still needs to 
be addressed.

The afternoon was very worthwhile and enjoyable and it is acknowledged that the 
City of Belmont is a major supporter of the Swan-Canning Cleanup Program.

BLAIR MOVED, MURFIN SECONDED, THAT THE REPORT OF COUNCILLOR 
GODFREY BE RECEIVED.

CARRIED 12 VOTES TO 0

14.2 COUNCILLOR MURFIN – YOUTH FORUM MEETING

Councillor Murfin advised that the City hosted a Youth Forum meeting on 
Wednesday, 1 August 2001 where student representatives of senior schools 
attended by Belmont residents discussed and debated youth oriented issues.

A total of ten students represented the Belmont City College, Kent Street Senior High 
School, St Norbert College and Ursula Frayne Catholic College.

Issues discussed included the Bike Park/Skatepark, recycling in schools, the 
proposed Youth Services building, the Belmont Oasis, and opportunities for 
recreational activities.

Councillor Murfin advised that the outcomes of this forum were valuable and it is 
hoped that the forum can be repeated in the future.

BLAIR MOVED, DORNFORD SECONDED, THAT THE REPORT OF COUNCILLOR 
MURFIN BE RECEIVED.

CARRIED 12 VOTES TO 0
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14.3 COUNCILLOR PASSERI – BELMONT SONG

The Mayor advised that the Sister City Association is seeking to establish a “Belmont 
Song” and that the Youth Forum might be an appropriate venue to seek student 
input. Councillor Murfin noted that there is music already in existence for a “City” 
song, however lyrics need to be written to accompany it.

14.4 COUNCILLOR PASSERI – “IRON OLDIES” – TROPHY PRESENTATION

The Mayor noted that he attended the trophy presentation for the “Iron Oldies” 
swimming group at the Belmont Oasis on Sunday, 26 August 2001. This was an 
enjoyable day and was also attended by the Federal Member for Swan and State 
Member for Belmont.

BLAIR MOVED, MARKS SECONDED, THAT THE TWO REPORTS OF 
COUNCILLOR PASSERI BE RECEIVED.

CARRIED 12 VOTES TO 0

15. URGENT BUSINESS APPROVED BY THE PERSON PRESIDING OR BY 
DECISION

Nil.

16. NOTICE OF MOTIONS FOR CONSIDERATION AT THE NEXT MEETING

Councillor Powell requested that the following motion be considered at the next 
meeting of Council:-

“That Council not allow genetically modified food to be provided to 
residents through the City of Belmont program services, ie. Meals On 
Wheels.”

17. MATTERS BEHIND CLOSED DOORS

Nil.

18. CLOSURE

There being no further business to discuss, the Mayor declared the meeting closed at 
8.30pm.

Version: 1, Version Date: 04/09/2001
Document Set ID: 264474


