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MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING HELD IN THE CITY OF 
BELMONT CIVIC CENTRE, 215 WRIGHT STREET, CLOVERDALE ON MONDAY 
27 MARCH 2000, COMMENCING AT 7.36PM

PRESENT

Cr P R Passeri, JP, Mayor West Ward
Cr M M Bass East Ward
Cr P Marks East Ward
Cr L M Coops Central Ward
Cr M C Godsell Central Ward
Cr A T Richardson, JP West Ward
Cr G Doney West Ward
Cr A P Murfin, OAM, JP South Ward
Cr R T Swann South Ward

IN ATTENDANCE

Mr N Hartley Acting Chief Executive Officer
Mr S Cole Director - Finance
Mr R Lutey Director - Engineering
Mr P Varris Manager - Administrative Services
Mr D Harris Manager - Technical Services
Mrs L Francis Marketing & Promotions Co-ordinator
Ms S North Relief Clerical Officer

MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC

There were 8 members of the public, and 1 member of the Press (Southern Gazette) 
present.

1. OFFICIAL OPENING

The Mayor opened the meeting and welcomed those in attendance.

2. APOLOGIES & LEAVE OF ABSENCE

2.1 APOLOGIES

Cr M H Blair, Deputy Mayor Central Ward
Cr G J Godfrey East Ward
Cr D J Symonds South Ward

2.2 LEAVE OF ABSENCE

Nil
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3. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
Nil

4. ANNOUNCEMENTS BY THE PRESIDING MEMBER
(WITHOUT DISCUSSION)

The Mayor welcomed Council Officers Ms Samantha North, Relief Clerical Officer 
and Mrs Lorraine Francis, Marketing & Promotions Co-ordinator to the meeting.

The Mayor advised those in attendance that immediately preceding this meeting, 
Council met with the Student Councillors, Supervising Teacher and Principal of the 
Belmont City College.

Cr Passeri further requested those Councillors that had not yet signed the Harmony 
Ribbon (for Harmony Day) to see the Marketing & Promotions Co-ordinator at the 
close of this meeting.

5. PUBLIC QUESTION TIME
***7.38 pm

For the benefit of the public present the Acting Chief Executive Officer stated the 
rules of Question Time.

5.1 RESPONSES TO QUESTIONS TAKEN ON NOTICE AT PREVIOUS MEETING

Nil

5.2 QUESTIONS ON WHICH WRITTEN NOTICE HAS BEEN GIVEN PRIOR TO THE 
MEETING

5.2.1 Mr Rob Greenwood - 151 Coolgardie Avenue, Redcliffe

The following eight questions were submitted prior to the meeting and the Acting 
Chief Executive Officer read the questions (and answers) as follows:

1. Could Council advise under whose control and under what arrangements that 
Garvey Park is managed and maintained?

Garvey Park is a crown reserve generally vested in the Ministry of Planning.  A small 
portion on which the kiosk, public carpark etc are located (at the end of Fauntleroy 
Avenue) is a crown reserve vested in the City of Belmont. 

The whole of Garvey Park is however, managed and maintained by the City of 
Belmont (for the Ministry of Planning) in accordance with Council’s recently adopted 
Garvey Park & Swan River Foreshore Restoration & Concept Plan (Management 
Rehabilitation Plan).
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Item 5.2.1 continued

2. Is the area of land immediately west of the end of Coolgardie Avenue and north of 
the horse sand track, part of Garvey Park?

Yes.

3. Is Council aware that over the last three years there has been steady filling and 
levelling of that area?

There has not been a steady filling and levelling over several years, however, 
Council is aware of some filling of the area.

4. Was that filling done by Council or under Council instruction?

Some filling was done by Council and some may have been done by others, without 
Council’s knowledge, this area of the park will be addressed through the 
Rehabilitation Management Plan.

5. Was the sand top dressing of the mud flats south of the area of Garvey Park used 
by the pony club carried out by Council?

No top dressing as such was undertaken, however some depressions in the area of 
Garvey Park used by horses were filled by Council to make the area safe.

6. Was any research conducted by Council into the species and number of birds that 
use the area as a feeding and breeding ground, and the likely impact of sand 
filling assessed, before any filling of the wetlands took place?

Research into park flora and fauna was used in the development of the Rehabilitation 
Management Plan.

7. What steps is Council taking to preserve and restore habitat and feeding wetlands 
along the Swan River in the City of Belmont?

The Rehabilitation Management Plan addresses the preservation and rehabilitation 
of Garvey Park.

8. Has the City of Belmont considered the tourist potential of the river and how best 
to retain and restore the feeding grounds and nesting habitat of the birdlife which 
is such an important part of that potential so close to Perth and to the airport.

Council is aware of the tourist potential of Garvey Park and specific mention along 
these lines is highlighted in the City’s Strategic Plan.  The other matters regarding 
nesting habitats and birdlife have already been addressed.
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5.3 QUESTIONS FROM THE FLOOR

5.3.1 Mr John Maguire - 11 Hillcrest Road, Kewdale

1. How many Rangers, Community Patrols and Police are on duty this evening?

The Acting Chief Executive Officer advised that one Ranger and one Community 
Patrol vehicle are rostered on this evening.

2. How many times is the Civic Centre carpark patrolled during the evening?

The Acting Chief Executive Officer advised that both the Ranger and Community 
Patrol vehicle check the carpark during the course of their normal duties. 

The Mayor noted that the Community Patrols are under the day-to-day operational 
control of the Officer in Charge of the Belmont Police Station.

3. How many security cameras are used for surveillance of the Civic Centre 
area?

The Acting Chief Executive Officer advised that there are up to eight external 
surveillance cameras used within the Civic Centre and Faulkner Park precinct area.

5.3.2 Mr Frank Farrell - 62 Grand Parade, Redcliffe

1. What is the Council policy on Council members utilising Council vehicles?

The Mayor advised that Councillors are able to use Council vehicles for Council/civic 
duties.  The Mayor has use of the Mayoral vehicle for Council/civic duties, plus 
private use on a “purchase private use” basis.

5.3.3 Mr Rob Greenwood - 151 Coolgardie Avenue, Redcliffe

1. Has Council received a response from the Westralia Airports Corporation 
regarding his questions 1 to 4 raised at the Council Meeting held on 13th 
March 2000? (Note refer Item 5.2.1).

The Mayor advised that Council is yet to receive a comprehensive reply, however the 
Westralia Airports Corporation have acknowledged our letter and advised they will be 
responding in due course.

2. Has Council written to the Westralia Airports Corporation in relation to the 
questions raised by him at the Council Meeting held on 13th March 2000?

The Mayor advised that in line with the answer to the first question, Council has 
referred (via letter) the questions to the Westralia Airports Corporation.

Version: 1, Version Date: 13/07/2000
Document Set ID: 215523



OCM 27/03/00 Public Question Time

5
CONFIRMATION DATE: 17 April 2000

Item 5.3.3 continued

3. Is Council aware of the redevelopment of the former Nulsen Haven site 
(Weddeburn House) and the works that have resulted in the front grounds 
being excavated, potentially endangering the palm trees and historical 
significance of the property?

The Mayor advised that the redevelopment of the site has been the subject of 
previous Council deliberations however he was unaware that the site works had 
commenced.

The Acting Chief Executive Officer advised that relevant Council Officers would be 
monitoring any works, however noted that concerns such as this should be raised 
with Council Officers promptly rather than delaying the matter until a Council meeting.

5.3.4 Mr Norm Arber - 6 Spencer Court, Redcliffe

Concerning Lot 11 (9) Towton Street, Redcliffe - It is a year since the Council voted 
to sell this playground. We were advised that the ground would be fully maintained 
(mown and watered) until the Council had governmental approval to sell the land:

1. Why has the playground not been fully maintained? It is becoming very bare 
especially on the verge.

2. Can you please tell me, when will the Council take possession of the land?

3. At what stage has the proposal to change the zoning of the land from 
recreational to residential reached?

4. Is it still in the hands of the WA Planning Commission and/or the Department 
of Land Administration?

5. What do residents need to do to have the walkway leg of the land closed? 
(The land is unique because the laneway is included in the title of the whole 
block).

Due to the absence of the Director - Planning, the Mayor took these questions on 
notice and advised that a written response will be provided as soon as practicable.

5.3.5 Mrs Janet Powell - 62 Treave Street, Cloverdale

1. The Belmont Ratepayers and Residents Association in conjunction with the 
local community believe that in respect to the Whiteside Primary School 
development, 8% public open space is insufficient and that the statutory 
minimum of 10% should be provided. What is the value of the 2% cash in lieu 
offered?

The Mayor advised that he could not advise the cash value, however noted that the 
developers had approached Council in respect to this matter to seek its opinion prior 
to the matter being put to the WA Planning Commission.
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Item 5.3.5 continued 

The Acting Chief Executive Officer advised that the 10% public open space 
requirement is not a statutory minimum and this figure can be made up of as little as 
5% public open space and 5% cash in lieu. 

2. It appears that Council has sent letters to residents in the Whiteside Primary 
School area seeking their opinion on the development where it appears that 
Council has already made a decision. Will residents’ concerns be taken into 
account?

The Mayor advised that residents’ submissions will be considered as part of the 
amendment process to change portion of the former school site to “Residential” 
under the Scheme. Council has agreed “in principle” to the subdivisional design and 
will fully consider the matter when the application is placed before it.

***7.57 pm As there were no further questions, the Mayor declared Public Question Time 
closed.

6. CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES

6.1 ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING HELD 13 MARCH 2000

DONEY MOVED, SWANN SECONDED, that the minutes of the Ordinary Council 
Meeting held on 13 March 2000, as printed and circulated to all Councillors, be 
confirmed as a true and accurate record.

CARRIED 9 VOTES TO  0

7. QUESTIONS BY MEMBERS ON WHICH DUE NOTICE HAS BEEN GIVEN
(WITHOUT DISCUSSION)

Nil
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8. PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS
PER/791  LIB/09

8.1 MEMORIAL - RUTH FAULKNER PUBLIC LIBRARY

Report by Acting Chief Executive Officer 

APPLICATION

To advise Council on a memorial received regarding the Ruth Faulkner Public 
Library.

IS THIS PROPOSAL CONSISTENT WITH COUNCIL’S OPERATIONAL PLAN? YES

“Community Strategy C1/8 - To provide a comprehensive public library and information service 
of the highest possible standard.”

BACKGROUND

A memorial has been received from a resident and user of the Ruth Faulkner Public 
Library and reads as follows:

“I wish to congratulate the Belmont City Council for their support of the 
Ruth Faulkner Public Library Youth Services.

I started attending ‘Tiny Tot’s Time’ with my two-year-old daughter, 
Bianca, at the start of 1999.  Since then we have not missed attendance 
for even one month.  In fact my daughter now talks on a regular basis of 
when can we go the library, not just for Tiny Tot’s but to exchange and 
look at all the new books.  This love of books would not be as strong if we 
had not had the introduction to ‘Tiny Tot’s headed up by the outstanding 
Natasha - Youth Services Librarian.

Each month Natasha quite clearly takes considerable time to prepare 
suitable books and materials to meet the needs of her audience.  She is 
always innovative in her program design and the results speak for 
themselves, you are developing young people with a love of books and 
knowledge.

Once again well done for supporting this outstanding community program.  
If the opportunity arises, greater exposure for the youth of our community 
could be gained by running the program on a fortnightly basis, as opposed 
to only twelve times a year.  Your earnest consideration would be much 
appreciated.

You are helping the youth to become better educated, better informed 
through your commitment to the Youth Services Division of the Ruth 
Faulkner Public Library.”
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Item 8.1 continued

COMMENT

Nil.

RICHARDSON MOVED,  COOPS SECONDED, that the information be received 
and noted.

CARRIED 9 VOTES TO 0

9. MOTIONS OF WHICH PREVIOUS NOTICE HAS BEEN GIVEN
Nil

10. BUSINESS ADJOURNED FROM A PREVIOUS MEETING

Nil
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11. CORRESPONDENCE

11.1 LEAVE OF ABSENCE
CON/21

11.1.1 Cr Coops - Leave Of Absence

Report by Acting Chief Executive Officer.

APPLICATION

To advise Council of correspondence received from Councillor Coops requesting 
leave of absence from Monday 10th to Sunday 30th April 2000, inclusive.

BACKGROUND

Councillor Coops has requested leave of absence from all Council and Committee 
meetings for the period Monday 10th to Sunday 30th April 2000, inclusive.

COMMENT

Nil.

 
GODSELL MOVED,  MURFIN SECONDED, that Councillor Coops be granted 
leave of absence from all Council and Committee meetings for the period 
Monday 10th to Sunday 30th April 2000, inclusive.

CARRIED 9 VOTES TO 0

11.2 GENERAL

Nil
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11.3 LATE CORRESPONDENCE OF AN URGENT NATURE

CON/26

11.3.1 Cr Bass - Leave Of Absence

Report by Acting Chief Executive Officer.

APPLICATION

To advise Council of correspondence received from Councillor Bass requesting leave 
of absence from Wednesday 12th April  to Thursday 4th May 2000, inclusive.

BACKGROUND

Councillor Bass has requested leave of absence from all Council and Committee 
meetings for the period Wednesday 12th April  to Thursday 4th May 2000, inclusive.

COMMENT

Nil.

 
SWANN MOVED,  MARKS SECONDED, that Councillor Bass be granted leave of 
absence from all Council and Committee meetings for the period Wednesday 
12th April  to Thursday 4th May 2000, inclusive.

CARRIED 9 VOTES TO 0
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12. REPORTS OF COMMITTEES

12.1 WORKS AND TECHNICAL SERVICES COMMITTEE MEETING HELD 20 MARCH 2000 

Receipt of Minutes

GODSELL MOVED, COOPS SECONDED, that the minutes of the Works and 
Technical Services Committee meeting held on 20 March 2000, as printed and 
circulated to all Councillors, be received.

CARRIED 9 VOTES TO 0

Withdrawn Items

Item 8.1.1 was withdrawn by Councillor Passeri.
Item 8.4.5 was withdrawn by Councillor Godsell.

Adoption Of The Balance Of The Report

DONEY MOVED,  COOPS SECONDED, that recommendation items 4.1, 5.1, 8.2.1 
- 8.2.4, 8.3.1, 8.4.1 - 8.4.4, 8.4.6 - 8.4.7, 8.5.1 - 8.5.2 and 9.1 - 9.4 of the Works and 
Technical Services Committee meeting held on 20 March 2000, be adopted (i.e. 
with the exception of items 8.1.1 and 8.4.5).

CARRIED 9 VOTES TO 0

Withdrawn Item 8.1.1 Street Tree Pruning Policy

The Mayor advised that he wished to move an alternative motion in regard to this item and 
needed to vacate the chair in accordance with Standing Order Clause 9.3.  As the Deputy 
Mayor was absent, the Mayor called for nominations for a Presiding Member in accordance 
with Section 5.6 of the Local Government Act 1995.

Councillor Godsell nominated Councillor Richardson for Acting Presiding Member and there 
were no further nominations

GODSELL MOVED,  MARKS SECONDED, that Councillor Richardson be 
nominated as Acting Presiding Member.

CARRIED 9 VOTES TO 0

***8.02pm The Mayor vacated the Chair and Councillor Richardson took up the 
position of Acting Presiding Member.
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Item 12.1 continued

PASSERI MOVED,  BASS SECONDED, that the Committee recommendation not 
be adopted and that the matter be referred back to the Works and Technical 
Services Committee for further consideration.

CARRIED 9 VOTES TO 0

***8.22pm Councillor Richardson vacated the Chair and the Mayor resumed as 
Presiding Member.

Withdrawn Item 8.4.5 Inaugural Public Works Engineering State Conference

Council acknowledged the election of Council’s Manager - Technical Services, Mr David Harris, 
as the inaugural President of the Institute of Public Works Engineering Australia (WA Division), 
formerly the Institute of Municipal Engineering Australia (of which Mr Harris was the president).

GODSELL MOVED,  COOPS SECONDED, that the Committee Recommendation 
be adopted without amendment or modification.

CARRIED 9 VOTES TO 0
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12.2 RESOURCES AND POLICY COMMITTEE MEETING HELD 21 MARCH 2000 

Receipt of Minutes

RICHARDSON MOVED,  GODSELL SECONDED, that the minutes of the 
Resources and Policy Committee meeting held on 21 March 2000, as printed 
and circulated to all Councillors, be received.

CARRIED 9 VOTES TO 0

Adoption Of The Report

RICHARDSON MOVED,  MURFIN SECONDED, that recommendation items 5.1, 
6.1, 7.0, 8.1.1, 8.2.1, 8.3.1-8.3.2, 8.4.1-8.4.3, 8.5.1-8.5.3, 8.7.1- 8.7.3 and 8.8.1-8.8.4 
of the Resources and Policy Committee meeting held on 21 March 2000, be 
adopted.

CARRIED 9 VOTES TO  0
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13. REPORTS OF OFFICERS

13.1 INFORMATION ONLY ITEMS

Report by Acting Chief Executive Officer 

APPLICATION

Council’s acknowledgment of receipt of information of general interest.

IS THIS PROPOSAL CONSISTENT WITH COUNCIL’S CORPORATE PLAN? YES

“Operational Plan O1/1(c) - To keep Councillors informed of relevant industry and officer 
activities, regular update reports be presented to the respective committees”.

BACKGROUND

This item relates to information circulated by the Acting Chief Executive Officer which 
may be of general interest to Councillors.

COMMENT

General information and memorandums:

DATED SUBJECT
10/03/00 Subdivisional Design - Former Whiteside Primary School Site
13/03/00 Staff Farewell
17/03/00 Dragon Boats at Ascot Waters - Sunday 19 March 2000
17/03/00 Belmont Forum and Belmont Village Shopping Centres - Additional 

Retail Trading Hours - Sunday 9 April 2000
17/03/00 National Harmony Day Morning Tea - 21 March 2000
21/03/00 Visit by Belmont City College Student Council
24/03/00 Fowles Auction Group Site - Henderson Road

Lot 101 (57) Frederick Street & Lot 97 (112) Hardey Road, Belmont
24/03/00 Senior Planning Officer - Juliette Gillan

Councillor Information Items circulated on the 17 March 2000: 

13.1.1 WAMA Week Issue 10.00 - 10 March 2000 
13.1.2 Main Roads WA - Opening of the Graham Farmer Freeway

Councillor Information Items circulated on the 24 March 2000: 

13.1.3 WAMA Week Issue 11.00 - 17 March 2000
13.1.4 WAMA - Municipal Waste Advisory Committee - Request for Nominations
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Item 13.1 continued

SWANN MOVED,  COOPS SECONDED, that the information provided to all 
Councillors and listed in this “Information Only Items” report be noted and 
received.

CARRIED 9 VOTES TO 0

14. REPORTS OF DELEGATES

Nil.

15. URGENT BUSINESS APPROVED BY THE PERSON PRESIDING OR BY 
DECISION

Nil.

16. NOTICE OF MOTIONS FOR CONSIDERATION AT THE NEXT MEETING

Nil.

17. MATTERS BEHIND CLOSED DOORS

Nil.

18. CLOSURE

Prior to closing the meeting, the Mayor wished Councillor Godsell and Councillor 
Coops well on their forthcoming vacations to Europe and Canada respectively.

The Mayor declared the meeting closed at 8.26pm.
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