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MINUTES 

PRESENT 
 
Cr P Marks, Mayor East Ward 
Cr R Rossi, JP, Deputy Mayor West Ward 
Cr L Cayoun West Ward 
Cr P Hitt West Ward 
Cr M Bass East Ward 
Cr B Ryan East Ward 
Cr P Gardner South Ward 
Cr J Powell South Ward 
 
IN ATTENDANCE 
 
Mr S Cole Chief Executive Officer 
Mr N Deague Director Community and Statutory Services 
Mr R Lutey Director Technical Services 
Mr J Olynyk JP A/Director Corporate and Governance 
Mr S Monks Manager Finance 
Mrs M Lymon Principal Governance and Compliance Advisor 
Ms E Cashman A/Senior Governance Officer  
 
MEMBERS OF THE GALLERY 
 
There were five members of the public in the gallery and one press representative. 
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1. OFFICIAL OPENING 
 
The Presiding Member opened the meeting at 7.05pm, welcomed those in attendance 
and invited Cr Ryan to read aloud the Affirmation of Civic Duty and Responsibility on 
behalf of Councillors and Officers.  Cr Ryan read aloud the affirmation. 
 

Affirmation of Civic Duty and Responsibility 
I make this affirmation in good faith and declare that I will duly, faithfully, 

honestly, and with integrity fulfil the duties of my office for all the people in 
the City of Belmont according to the best of my judgement and ability. I will 

observe the City’s Code of Conduct and Standing Orders to ensure the 
efficient, effective and orderly decision making within this forum. 

 
 
2. APOLOGIES AND LEAVE OF ABSENCE 
 
Cr S Wolff (Apology) South Ward 
Mr R Garrett (Apology) Director Corporate and Governance 
 
 
3. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST THAT MIGHT CAUSE A CONFLICT 
 
 
3.1 FINANCIAL INTERESTS 
 
Nil. 
 
 
3.2 DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST THAT MAY AFFECT IMPARTIALITY 
 
Nil. 
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4. ANNOUNCEMENTS BY THE PRESIDING MEMBER (WITHOUT 
DISCUSSION) AND DECLARATIONS BY MEMBERS 

 
 
4.1 ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
The Presiding Member made the following announcements: 
 
“I have been advised of the recent sad passing of Mrs Phyllis Worth, aged 104.  Mrs 
Worth moved to the Belmont District 64 years ago, when she married Lawrence Worth 
in February 1950.  The family resided at Worth Parade, Ascot, which is where Mrs 
Worth lived as recent as last year.   
She was a community minded lady, who recently attended the City’s Pioneer 
luncheons and was also a regular attendee at the Belmont Day Centre.  Mrs Worth 
contributed greatly to the Belmont Community, the City’s verbal history repository and 
will be sadly missed. 
 
I acknowledge the great work of the City of Belmont RSL Sub-branch.  Mr Alan 
Richardson the President and the other members of the sub-branch should be 
commended on an outstanding job arranging the ANZAC Day events, which were very 
successfully attended.  Thanks should be expressed to Mr Richardson and the other 
volunteers for their wonderful contribution toward the Centenary of the ANZACs.” 
 
 
4.2 DISCLAIMER 
 
7.08pm The Presiding Member advised the following: 
 
“I wish to draw attention to the Disclaimer Notice contained within the agenda 
document and advise members of the public that any decisions made at the meeting 
tonight, can be revoked, pursuant to the Local Government Act 1995.   
 
Therefore members of the public should not rely on any decisions until formal 
notification in writing by Council has been received.  Any plans or documents in 
agendas and minutes may be subject to copyright.  The express permission of the 
copyright owner must be obtained before copying any copyright material.” 
 
 
4.3 DECLARATIONS BY MEMBERS WHO HAVE NOT GIVEN DUE CONSIDERATION TO 

ALL MATTERS CONTAINED IN THE BUSINESS PAPERS PRESENTLY BEFORE THE 
MEETING 

 
Nil. 
 
 
5. PUBLIC QUESTION TIME 
 
 
5.1 RESPONSES TO QUESTIONS TAKEN ON NOTICE 
 
Nil. 
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5.2 QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC 
 
7.10pm The Presiding Member drew the public gallery’s attention to the rules of 

Public Question Time as written in the Agenda.  In accordance with rule (l), 
the Mayor advised that he had registered 2 members of the public who had 
given prior notice to ask questions, this being Mr B Childs and Ms J Gee. 

 
The Presiding Member invited the public gallery members, who had yet to 
register their interest to ask a question, to do so. Two further registrations 
were forthcoming, this being from Mr R Broinowski and Mrs B Whitely. 

 
 
5.2.1 Mr B Childs, 122 Sydenham Street, Kewdale 
 
Mr Childs submitted three questions. Questions 1 and 3 were ruled out of order in 
accordance with Rules for Council Meeting Public Question Time, Rule e) being: 
 

‘Questions which are considered inappropriate; offensive or otherwise not in good 
faith; duplicates or variations of earlier questions; relating to the personal affairs 
or actions of Council members or employees; legal advice; legal proceedings or 
other legal processes; or would otherwise impose an unreasonable resource 
impost on the City; will be refused by the Presiding Member as ‘out of order’ and 
will not be recorded in the minutes’. 

 
Question 2 was accepted. 
 
2. In previous questions I’ve asked for the qualifications of Youth Services staff. 

Response has been Councillors and community have no access to staff 
matters, including qualifications. 

 
Now, as reported, in the newspaper Mr Mayor, it appears you know the 
qualifications of your contracted youth workers, enabling you to describe them 
as ‘highly trained and qualified’. 

 
Could you now share this knowledge with us so that we too can embrace your 
confidence? 

 
Response 
 
The Presiding Member took the question on notice. 
 
 
5.2.2 Ms J Gee, 44B Treave Street, Cloverdale 
 
1. Civic Centre Revitalisation 

(a) What are the latest estimated costs? (including allocated costs for 
each area i.e. Senior Citizens) 

 
Response 
 
The Chief Executive Officer advised that it was not possible to give an estimate 
of costs for the Civic Centre precinct project. There are no estimated costs for 
the entire project as yet. The 2015-2016 budget will include costs for the detailed 
design of the project. 
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Item 5.2.2 Continued 
 

(b) What community consultation is being proposed? And when is it 
going to happen? 

 
Response 
 
The Chief Executive Officer advised that there will be consultation with 
prospective users of the precinct and a community survey which is scheduled to 
be released soon. 
 

(c) Will there be a working group and will it have residents on it? 
 
Response 
 
The Chief Executive Officer advised that there will not be a working group for the 
project. There will be some consultation focused on potential users of the 
precinct and a community survey undertaken.  
 
The Chief Executive Officer advised that the City has never undertaken working 
groups for building projects of this nature. It is Council’s role to make strategic 
decisions of this nature. 
 
2. Higher Density 

(a) Has there been any progress or developments regarding multiple 
developments on small blocks? I.e. Gild/Gabriel Street (800m2 – 8 
units) 

 
Response 
 
The Presiding Member advised that the City has been successful in stopping R30 
multiple dwellings on R20 corner blocks due to an amendment to the City’s Local 
Planning Scheme No.15. 
 
There is a report currently with the Minister for Planning detailing Residential 
Design Code (R-code) amendments. The Presiding Member encouraged 
residents to write to the Minister outlining any concerns and issues with the 
current R-codes. 
 

(b) How is the parking going to be addressed? 
 
Response 
 
The Presiding Member advised that issue cannot be determined until the Minister 
releases the report. 
 
The Director Community and Statutory Services advised that any development 
applications will be assessed using the current R-codes and Local Planning 
Scheme No. 15. 
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Item 5.2.2 Continued 
 

(c) What happened at the meeting you attended on 25 March – I believe 
you said with Stirling Council? Are the minutes available? 

 
Response 
 
The Presiding Member advised that the meeting was with Mayors in the Eastern 
Metropolitan Regional Council (EMRC) and that there were discussions on 
planning and parking issues. The Mayor advised that at this stage the EMRC 
Mayors were awaiting the release of the report by the Minister. There are no 
minutes available at this stage and as the meeting was a confidential discussion 
between Mayors, it is unlikely that any minutes will be available to the public. 
The Mayor advised that when minutes became available that they would be 
published on the Councillor Portal for the benefit of other Councillors.  
 
 
5.2.3 Mr R Broinowski, 66 Armadale Road, Rivervale 
 
1. Mr Broinowski advised that he had come across two derelict properties at 8 

and 10 Armadale Road, Rivervale. He stated that the swimming pool at 10 
Armadale Road was half full and the gate propped open. 

 
What are the security patrols doing and do they slow down and check out 
derelict property? 
 
Mr Broinowski advised that there had been home invasions recently and 
stated that Council should get rid of confidentiality. There will be a meeting in 
Armadale Road tomorrow to discuss these issues and the CamWatch 
program. 

 
Response 
 
The Director Community and Statutory Services advised that security patrol 
officers generally act on complaints and may not be aware of issues if they are 
not reported. The patrols rely on members of the public to inform them of issues 
so that they can be followed up. It is not possible for the security patrols to be 
across all issues in the City. 
 
2. Mr Broinowski advised that the CamWatch program was increasing the 

number of cameras to saturation point between Francisco Street and Great 
Eastern Highway. 

 
Response 
 
The Presiding Member thanked Mr Broinowski for his comment. 
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5.2.4 Mrs B Whiteley, 71A Wicca Street, Kewdale 
 
1. Six to seven years ago, Council had a policy that a bond was applied for use 

of verges. Will this policy be revisited and brought up to date? 
 
Response 
 
The Director Community and Statutory Services advised that following legal 
advice, the City can no longer impose a bond for verge use. Builders need to 
apply for a permit to use verges. The Director Community and Statutory Services 
advised that this issue can be brought to Councillors for discussion at a future 
Information Forum. 
 
2. Can reinstating the verge be stamped as a condition on development plans? 
 
Response 
 
The Director Community and Statutory Services advised that the City has the 
power to enforce verge reinstatement. The current policy and practices will be 
brought to a future Information Forum for discussion. 
 
3. Who will manage enforcement? 
 
Response 
 
The Director Community and Statutory Services advised that City officers will be 
responsible for enforcement. 
 
 
7.28pm As there were no further questions, the Presiding Member declared Public 

Question Time closed. 
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6. CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES/RECEIPT OF INFORMATION MATRIX 
 
 
6.1 ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING HELD 24 MARCH 2015 

(Circulated under separate cover) 
 
OFFICER RECOMMENDATION 
 
POWELL MOVED, CAYOUN SECONDED, That the minutes of the Ordinary 
Council Meeting held on 24 March 2015 as printed and circulated to all 
Councillors, be confirmed as a true and accurate record. 
 

CARRIED 8 VOTES TO 0 
 
 
6.2 INFORMATION MATRIX FOR THE AGENDA BRIEFING FORUM 

HELD 21 APRIL 2015 
(Circulated under separate cover) 

 
OFFICER RECOMMENDATION 
 
CAYOUN MOVED, POWELL SECONDED That the Information Matrix for the 
Agenda Briefing Forum held on 21 April 2015 as printed and circulated to all 
Councillors, be received and noted. 
 

CARRIED 8 VOTES TO 0 
 
 
7. QUESTIONS BY MEMBERS ON WHICH DUE NOTICE HAS BEEN GIVEN 

(WITHOUT DISCUSSION) 
 
Nil.  
 
 
8. QUESTIONS BY MEMBERS WITHOUT NOTICE 
 
 
8.1 CR POWELL 
 
1. When were the derelict properties at 8 and 10 Armadale Road, Rivervale 

visited? 
 
Response 
 
Mr Broinowski advised that the properties were visited today (Tuesday, 28 April 
2015). 
 
2. When was the City informed of these issues at 8 and 10 Armadale Road, 

Rivervale? 
 
Response 
 
Mr Broinowski advised that he contacted Cr Hitt before visiting the properties 
and that he is informing Council of the issue now at the Ordinary Council 
Meeting. 
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8.2 CR BASS 
 
1. Has R30 development on R20 corner blocks now been stopped? 
 
Response 
 
The Presiding Member advised that Local Planning Scheme No. 15 has been 
amended and approved. No further developments of R30 multiple dwellings on 
R20 corner blocks will be possible. 
 
2. How many units are now allowed on a 750m2 corner block? 
 
Response 
 
The Presiding Member advised that a single dwelling or two grouped dwellings 
would be permitted. Multiple dwellings are no longer permitted.  
 
3. The development on the corner of Hardey Road and Coffey Road, Belmont is 

for eight units on a small block – will this be changed? 
 
Response 
 
The Presiding Member advised that if the development application was received 
before the amendment was put in place that any development of this nature 
would have approval. 
 
The Director Community and Statutory Services advised that Coffey Road, 
Belmont is zoned R20/R40. The amendment for R20 corner blocks only applies in 
R20 residential zones. The Department of Planning is aware of community 
concerns relating to multiple dwellings in residential zones. 
 
4. Officers need to do a traffic count at this dangerous corner. 
 
Response 
 
The Presiding member thanked Cr Bass for her comment. 
 
 
8.3 CR HITT 
 
1. In the past, Councillors have done a tour of Victoria Park and the on-street 

parking in the area. Can Council revisit conditions for developers supplying 
on-street parking for multiple dwellings? 

 
Response 
 
The Director Community and Statutory Services advised that the City cannot ask 
a developer to provide anything above what is stipulated in the R-codes. The City 
is currently undertaking an Integrated Movement Network Strategy (IMNS), 
Council will need to make decisions after seeing the results of the IMNS. Council 
will be made aware of all options in the IMNS. 
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Item 8.3 Continued 
 
2. As an example, whilst driving today in the City it was difficult to manoeuvre 

due to vehicles parked on both sides of the road – will the results of the study 
be too late? 

 
Response 
 
The Presiding Member advised that Council does not have the power to stop or 
overrule State Government policies, but can hopefully influence positive change. 
 
 
8.4 CR CAYOUN 
 
1. Will Councillors be made aware of why Mr Childs’ questions were ruled out of 

order? 
 
Response  
 
The Acting Director Corporate and Governance advised that further assessment 
of Mr Childs’ questions will take place. On completion of this process, 
Councillors will be notified of the context and the reasons why the questions 
were ruled out of order. 
 
2. Can a working group for the Civic Centre revitalisation be considered? 
 
The Chief Executive Officer advised that there has been a working group 
comprising of officers and two Councillors for this project. The role of Council is 
to now progress this project. It is not feasible to consult with everyone, however 
there will be consultation undertaken. The City does not have working groups for 
projects of this nature. 
 
3. Is there any way to consider a development levy for an on-street parking fund? 
 
Response 
 
The Director Community and Statutory Services advised that a levy of this nature 
cannot be made as this would become an unofficial condition on development. 
Normally if parking requirements are not complied with a cash-in-lieu payment is 
made into a trust fund. The City has to nominate where these funds are to be 
spent before the funds can be used. Other local governments in the past have 
attempted to apply a parking levy as a condition of a Scheme amendment but 
have been advised by the Minister of Planning to discontinue this process. 
 
 
8.5 CR RYAN 
 
1. Could you clarify R30 coded corner blocks? 
 
Response 
 
The Director Community and Statutory Services advised that corner blocks 
which are zoned R20 can still be developed to have grouped dwellings under the 
density bonus scheme. The R30 density coding can be applied for grouped 
dwellings, but not for multiple dwellings. 
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Item 8.5 Continued 
 
2. Can the City purchase land to construct car parks? 
 
Response 
 
The Director Community and Statutory Services advised that the City can 
acquire land for car parking. Funds from developer contributions obtained 
through a condition of development approval can be used to acquire land for this 
purpose. 
 
 
8.6 CR GARDNER 
 
1. What will the minutes show regarding Mr Childs’ questions that were ruled out 

of order? 
 
Response 
 
The Acting Director Corporate and Governance advised that the minutes will 
reflect why the questions were ruled out of order with reference to the rules of 
question time. 
 
2. Do you intend to include the reasoning behind why the questions were ruled 

out of order without detailing any specifics? 
 
Response 
 
The Presiding Member advised that the minutes will state the specific rule 
outlining why the questions were ruled out of order. 
 
 
8.7 CR HITT 
 
1. In the past, I have not been able to ask a ‘Question By Members Without 

Notice’ as the question did not relate to anything on the Agenda, what are the 
rules for ‘Questions By Members Without Notice’? 

 
Response 
 
The Presiding Member advised that in the past, ‘Questions By Members Without 
Notice’ had taken over the meeting and so guidelines for this section of the 
Agenda were drawn up. The Mayor advised that if a question related to a topic 
generated during Public Question Time, he allowed the question. Questions and 
debate on specific items should be held at that item in the Agenda and not in this 
section. The Mayor advised that consideration needed to be given as to where in 
the Agenda ‘Questions By Members Without Notice’ should be, as the public in 
the gallery can be held up by lengthy discussions taking place in this section. 
 
The Acting Director Corporate and Governance advised that the Standing Orders 
Local Law 2012 stated in section 7.2 that questions in this section may be about 
general information, but that the ultimate discretion whether to allow questions 
rests with the Presiding Member. The guidelines for this section of the Agenda 
can be revisited at a future Information Forum.  
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Item 8.7 Continued 
 
2. So Council will be relying on a fair and equitable Presiding Member to make 

these decisions? 
 
Response 
 
The Presiding Member advised that he generally allowed questions relating to 
Public Question Time and directed questions on items in the agenda to their 
place in the agenda. 
 
 
8.8 CR GARDNER 
 
1. What funding information on the Civic Centre revitalisation project is on the 

public record to date? 
 
Response 
 
The Chief Executive Officer advised that there has not been a figure on this 
project in the budget to date, as the information is not known. Detailed design is 
needed to determine costs, and when this occurs, the City will seek funding for 
this project. The funding strategy to date has been to keep all options open, 
funding for the project could be from federal grants, municipal funds, reserve 
funds and loans. More specific details will crystallise over time. The City cannot 
cost a project that has not gone through a detailed design phase. The design 
phase costs will be included in the next budget for approval. When this has been 
completed, the City will look more closely at funding options. 
 
2. Has there been no range of figures discussed or disclosed publicly? 
 
Response 
 
The Chief Executive Officer advised that no funding details had been put into the 
public forum. Some discussions have occurred at confidential Information 
Forums. 
 
3. Pending budget approval, will consultation be conducted this financial year or 

in a future financial year? 
 
Response 
 
The Chief Executive Officer advised that consultation will occur in this current 
financial year and the 2015-2016 financial year.  
 
4. When will the community survey process occur? 
 
Response 
 
The Chief Executive Officer advised that the survey will be commencing shortly. 
Information concerning the community survey will be distributed to Councillors 
this week or next. 
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Item 8.8 Continued 
 
5. Can the verge bond and a similar issue regarding street trees be discussed at 

a future Information Forum? 
 
The Presiding Member advised Cr Gardner to complete a ‘Proposed Matter for 
Consideration at Future Information Forum Sessions’ form and the item will be 
discussed at a future Information Forum. 
 
6. Can Councillors be updated on the status of the development at 79 Surrey 

Road, Rivervale? (Item 12.1 at the 24 March 2015 Ordinary Council Meeting). 
 
Response 
 
The Director Community and Statutory Services undertook to provide 
Councillors with information on the status of the development at 79 Surrey Road, 
Rivervale. 
 
 
8.9 CR POWELL 
 
1. Mr Childs had questions at the 24 February 2015 Ordinary Council Meeting 

ruled out of order as well as tonight. Will Councillors be provided with a copy 
of the questions that were ruled out of order? 

 
Response 
 
The Acting Director Corporate and Governance advised that the questions ruled 
out of order will be assessed, and a response framed. It will then be determined 
whether the questions ruled out of order will be distributed to Councillors. A 
memo from the Mayor was distributed to Councillors on 17 March 2015 outlining 
the reasons why questions were ruled out of order at the 24 February 2015 
Ordinary Council Meeting. 
 
 
9. NEW BUSINESS OF AN URGENT NATURE APPROVED BY THE PERSON 

PRESIDING OR BY DECISION 
 
Nil. 
 
 
10. BUSINESS ADJOURNED FROM A PREVIOUS MEETING 
 
Nil. 
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11. REPORTS OF COMMITTEES 
 
 
11.1 STANDING COMMITTEE (ENVIRONMENTAL) HELD 23 MARCH 2015 

(Circulated under separate cover) 
 

OFFICER RECOMMENDATION 
 

POWELL MOVED, CAYOUN SECONDED, That the Minutes for the Standing 
Committee (Environmental) meeting held on  
23 March 2015 as previously circulated to all Councillors, be received and noted. 
 

CARRIED 8 VOTES TO 0 
 
11.2 EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE HELD 13 APRIL 2015 

(Circulated under separate cover) 
 

OFFICER RECOMMENDATION 
 

HITT MOVED, BASS SECONDED, That the Minutes for the Executive Committee 
meeting held on 13 April 2015 as previously circulated to all Councillors, be 
received and noted. 
 

CARRIED 8 VOTES TO 0 
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12. REPORTS OF ADMINISTRATION 
 
WITHDRAWN ITEMS 
 
Nil. 
 
 
HITT MOVED, ROSSI SECONDED, the Officer Recommendations specifically for 
Items 12.1, 12.2, 12.3, 12.4 and 12.5 be adopted en-bloc by an Absolute Majority 
decision. 

 
CARRIED BY ABSOLUTE MAJORITY 8 VOTES TO 0 
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12.1 ANNUAL REVIEW AND EXTENSION OF CITY OF BELMONT ENVIRONMENT PLAN  
 

NATURAL BELMONT 
 
ATTACHMENT DETAILS 
 
Attachment No Details 
Attachment 1 – Item 12.1 refers City of Belmont Environment Plan  

2010-2016 (2015 Revision) 
 
 
Voting Requirement : Simple Majority 
Subject Index : 20/003: Environment Plan 
Location/Property Index : N/A 
Application Index : N/A  
Disclosure of any Interest : Nil 
Previous Items : Item 12.3 OCM 22 April 2014 
Applicant : N/A 
Owner : N/A 
Responsible Division : Technical Services 
   
 
 
COUNCIL ROLE 
 

 Advocacy When Council advocates on its own behalf or on behalf of 
its community to another level of government/body/agency. 

 Executive The substantial direction setting and oversight role of the 
Council eg adopting plans and reports, accepting tenders, 
directing operations, setting and amending budgets. 

 Legislative Includes adopting local laws, local planning schemes and 
policies. 

 Review When Council reviews decisions made by Officers. 
 Quasi-Judicial When Council determines an application/matter that directly 

affect a person’s right and interests.  The judicial character 
arises from the obligation to abide by the principles of 
natural justice.  Examples of quasi-judicial authority include 
local planning applications, building licences, applications 
for other permits/licences (eg under Health Act, Dog Act or 
Local Laws) and other decisions that may be appealable to 
the State Administrative Tribunal. 

 
 
PURPOSE OF REPORT 
 
To present the revised and extended City of Belmont Environment Plan 2010-2016 
(2015 version) to Council for endorsement (refer Attachment 1). 
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SUMMARY AND KEY ISSUES 
 
The City of Belmont Environment Plan 2010-2015 was endorsed by Council on  
22 June 2010 and provides strategic direction for environmental activities throughout 
the City. 
 
The current plan concludes on 30 June 2015 and the Corporate Business Plan and 
Environment Plan include an action to develop a new Environment Plan for 2015-2020. 
 
Due to proposed local government reform, the following alternative was agreed to at 
the Standing Committee (Environmental) meeting on 22 September 2014: 
 
• Extend current Environment Plan for a period of up to two years, covering the 

period until 30 June 2016 or 30 June 2017 
 

• City of Belmont Environment Plan 2010-2016 to be presented to the Standing 
Committee (Environmental) in March 2015, as per annual review process. 
 

As local government reform is no longer proceeding, a new five year Environment Plan 
will be developed for 2016-2021. 
 
As per the City’s ‘Environmental Enhancement Policy’, Council is committed to the 
development, implementation and continual review of the Environment Plan.  Annual 
review of the Environment Plan is to be undertaken prior to preparation of the budget 
each year. 
 
Recommended changes to the Environment Plan have been identified, relating to: 
 
• Extension of time period of plan to include the 2015-2016 financial year 

 
• Deletion of new actions that have been completed 
 
• Moving actions that have become ongoing to the relevant section 
 
• Addition of new actions or rewording of existing actions 
 
• Alteration to timeframes, priority and/or responsible officer. 
 
These changes were discussed at the Standing Committee (Environmental) meeting 
on 23 March 2015. 
 
 
LOCATION 
 
N/A 
 
 
CONSULTATION 
 
There has been no specific consultation undertaken in respect to this matter. 
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STRATEGIC COMMUNITY PLAN IMPLICATIONS 
 
In accordance with the Strategic Community Plan Key Result Area: Natural Belmont. 
 
Objective: Protect and enhance our natural environment. 
 
Strategy: Ensure the City has policies and practices that safeguard and enhance the 
natural environment. 
 
Corporate Key Action: 128: Develop a new Environment Plan for 2015-2010. 
 
 
POLICY IMPLICATIONS 
 
The implementation of the Environment Plan relates directly to the City of Belmont’s 
Environmental Enhancement Policy (Policy NB3), which is to “develop a strategy to 
protect and enhance the natural environment”.  
 
 
STATUTORY ENVIRONMENT 
 
There are no specific statutory requirements in respect to this matter. 
 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
The City of Belmont Environment Plan 2010-2015 was endorsed by Council in June 
2010 and provides strategic direction for environmental activities throughout the City.  
 
As per the City’s ‘Environmental Enhancement Policy’, Council is committed to the 
development, implementation and continual review of the Environment Plan. Annual 
review of the Environment Plan is to be undertaken prior to preparation of the budget 
each year. 
 
 
OFFICER COMMENT 
 
Recommended changes to the Environment Plan have been identified, relating to: 
 
• Extension of time period of plan to include the 2015-2016 financial year 

 
• Deletion of actions that have been completed 
 
• Moving actions that have become ongoing to the relevant section 
 
• Addition of new actions or rewording of existing actions 
 
• Alteration to timeframes, priority and/or responsible officer. 
 
The proposed changes were presented to the Standing Committee (Environmental) for 
comment, prior to referral of the updated Plan to Council for endorsement.  
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The proposed changes include: 
 
• Extension of Plan by one year, to conclude on 30 June 2016. 

 
• Addition to Executive Summary to explain reason for extension rather than 

development of a new five year Environment Plan for 2015-2020. 
 
• Alteration to budget table in Executive Summary to include costs associated with 

new actions to be implemented in 2015-2016. 
 

• Modifications to relevant subsidiary Plans listed under ‘Scope’, to include the 
Belmont Foreshore Precinct Plan and exclude the Greenhouse Action Plan and 
Buffer Zones Plan.  

 
• Inclusion of key achievements for 2014-2015 and update of achievements for 

2013-2014. 
 
• Removal of references to Two Rivers Catchment Group, Gateway WA Urban 

Design & Sustainability Group and Perth Airport Noise Management Committee, 
as these groups are no longer in existence. 

 
• Update to Environmental Enhancement Policy to reflect most recently endorsed 

version. 
 
• Deletion of references to ongoing participation in the ICLEI Water Campaign, as 

this will be discontinued in 2015-2016 due to the introduction of participation fees 
and limited value of the Campaign to the City, given prior completion of 
Milestones 1–5.  

 
• Deletion of ongoing action from Water Management chapter relating to managed 

aquifer recharge, as this has been investigated and determined unfeasible. 
 
• Reference to the Litter Act 1979 in the Water Management chapter, as a potential 

method of responding to water quality issues. 
 
• New Water Management actions for implementation in 2015-2016: 
 

- Conduct an overall review of recommendations arising from previous 
scheme water audits of high consuming sites. 

 
- Review the Groundwater Use Strategy 2012. 
 
- Using the five year review of Belmont stormwater quality monitoring results, 

revise objectives of the sample program and revise sampling at a 
catchment level. 

 
- Review progress against Corporate and Community scheme water 

consumption goals set for 2014-2015. 
 

• Modification to Water Management indicator relating to Square meters of turf 
replaced, so this is no longer specific to turf replaced with local, native species.    
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• New Built Environment actions for implementation in 2015-2016:  
 
- Undertake a review of the City of Belmont Acid Sulfate Soils (ASS) 

Checklist and process for the identification and management of ASS for 
City projects. 
 

- Participate in the Swan River Trust’s recently announced Light Industry 
project for 2015-2016 and 2016-2017. 
 

• Modification to Built Environment indicators relating to tree protection and 
compliance of business wash down facilities. 
 

• Removal of reference to Perth Airport conservation precincts, as these have been 
removed from the recently approved Perth Airport Master Plan 2014.  

 
• Reference to progression of the Urban Forest Strategy objectives as an ongoing 

action in the Natural Environment chapter. 
 
• New Natural Environment action for implementation in 2015-2016:  
 

- Implement the Signal Hill bushland restoration plan. 
 
• Inclusion of statement that the Western Australian Local Government Association 

(WALGA) emissions reporting platform will be discontinued from June 2015 and 
deletion of associated ongoing action from the Climate Change chapter.  
 

• Reference to the equivalent value of purchasing an additional 25% renewable 
energy for the top five consuming sites, to be invested into renewable power 
generation or energy efficiency upgrades, as the City’s ‘energy fund’. Depending 
on consumption and Natural Power cost, this is generally $20,000 per annum. 

 
• Removal of references to Perth Solar City, as this project has now concluded. 

 
• New Climate Change actions for implementation in 2015-2016:  
 

- Utilise the ‘energy fund’ to install solar PV systems on Council buildings, as 
per recommendations of the business case developed.   
 

- Participate in the EMRC’s ‘Understanding and Managing Flood Risk in 
Perth's Eastern Region: Stage 1’ project. 

 
• Inclusion of a new Waste Management indicator: ‘Quantity of office paper 

purchased annually’. 
 

• Modification to frequency of the City of Belmont Business Environmental Awards 
from annual to biennial (every two years). 
 

• Deletion of Community Awareness indicator relating to the Green Light schools 
fundraiser as this program is no longer run by “Switch Your Thinking!”  

 
• Inclusion of new Community Awareness indicator on number of participants in 

‘The Springs Living Smart’ workshop series.  
  

Version: 1, Version Date: 05/01/2016
Document Set ID: 2673366



ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING 
28 April 2015 
 
Item 12.1 Continued 
 

 
20 

• New Corporate Philosophy actions for implementation in 2015-2016:  
 

- Develop a new Environment Plan for 2016-2021. 
 

- Review the requirements of the new version ISO14001:2015 standard and 
conduct a gap analysis against the City’s current management systems for 
transition purposes. 

 
- Investigate alternative energy and water reporting platforms for potential 

transition following discontinuation of the WALGA Emissions Reporting 
Platform. 

 
- Review environmental induction process for new employees and 

Contractors. 
 

• Modification of timeframes for the following actions to ‘post 2015-2016’, as due to 
external factors they cannot be completed in 2015-2016: 

 
- 1.2 Investigate options for securing a long term irrigation water source for 

Ascot Waters, based on outcomes of the contamination investigation into 
Lot 5 (Ascot Waters Compensation Basin). 

 
- 1.3 Obtain ‘as constructed’ digital designs for stormwater drainage upon 

completion of the Tonkin Highway upgrade and incorporate into the City’s 
Intramaps system. 

 
- 8.1 Incorporate ecologically sensitive design (ESD) features into the new 

Faulkner Park multipurpose community facility. 
 
• Extension of timeframes for the following actions to 2015-2016 to coincide with 

development of the new five year Environment Plan: 
 

- 7.1 Consider participation in the ‘Switched on Business’ programme or 
equivalent, to encourage water and energy efficiency of local businesses. 
 

- 8.2 Conduct a review of existing Council policies and identify potential 
incorporation of environmental considerations. 

 
 
These changes were discussed at the Standing Committee (Environmental) meeting 
on 23 March 2015, with the following recommendation made: 
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AMENDED OFFICER RECOMMENDATION 
 
MARKS MOVED, RYAN SECONDED, That Council adopt the City of Belmont 
Environment Plan 2010-2016 (2015 version) as presented in Attachment 3, with 
the following modifications: 
 
• Inclusion of a new indicator in PART II, 6. Waste Management: ‘Quantity of 

office paper purchased annually’ 
• Amendment to budget table, with cost for 2015-2016 to be amended to 

$35,500 and total cost to $321,252 
• Inclusion of the following new Climate Change action: 

 
Action Responsible 

Officer 
Timeframe for 
implementation 

Estimated 
Budget Cost 

5.2 Participate in the 
EMRC’s 
‘Understanding and 
Managing Flood Risk 
in Perth’s Eastern 
Region: Stage 1’ 
project. 

Coordinator 
Environment 

Long Term 
2015-2016 

$10,000 
($200,000 
total project 
value) 

 
CARRIED 4 VOTES TO 0 

 
 
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
 
A summary of the estimated costs for each financial year is presented in the table 
below.  This does not include ‘ongoing actions’ or capital renewal/upgrade projects that 
are included in existing budgets. 
 
A significant but unquantified cost is related to officer time, which involves not only the 
activities of Environment Section staff, but also those identified as responsible officers. 
 

Timeframe Year Estimated Cost 
Immediate 2010-2011 $31,342 
Short term 2011-2012 $72,632 

Medium term 2012-2013 
2013-2014 

$23,918 
$127,860 

Long term 2014-2015 
2015-2016 

$30,000 
$35,500 

TOTAL $321,252 
 
 
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPLICATIONS 
 
Review of the Environment Plan will directly improve the City’s ability to protect and 
enhance the natural environment. 
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SOCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
 
The Environment Plan is anticipated to result in a beneficial social impact, particularly 
via the ‘Community Awareness’ chapter, which aims to: 
 
• Support the work of ‘Friends Of’ groups and environmental volunteers 
 
• Enhance the sense of appreciation and ownership of natural areas 
 
• Affect behaviour change in residents and businesses in terms of water/energy 

efficiency, waste, transport 
 
• Increase community involvement in biodiversity initiatives in their own garden or 

within the City’s natural areas. 
 

 
COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION 
 
That Council adopt the City of Belmont Environment Plan 2010-2016  
(2015 version), as presented in Attachment 1. 
 
 

OFFICER RECOMMENDATION ADOPTED EN BLOC – 
REFER TO RESOLUTION APPEARING AT ITEM 12 
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12.2 NATURAL DISASTER RESILIENCE PROGRAM GRANT – EMERGENCY BACKUP 
POWER CAPABILITY FOR EVACUATION CENTRES 

 
BUSINESS EXCELLENCE BELMONT 

 
ATTACHMENT DETAILS 
 
Attachment No Details 
Attachment 2 – Item 12.2 refers State Emergency Management Committee 

Secretariat Funding Approval 2015 
 
 
Voting Requirement : Absolute Majority 
Subject Index : 57/030 
Location/Property Index : N/A 
Application Index : N/A  
Disclosure of any Interest : N/A 
Previous Items : N/A 
Applicant : N/A 
Owner : N/A 
Responsible Division : Technical Services/Community and Statutory Services 
 
 
COUNCIL ROLE 
 

 Advocacy When Council advocates on its own behalf or on behalf of 
its community to another level of government/body/agency. 

 Executive The substantial direction setting and oversight role of the 
Council eg adopting plans and reports, accepting tenders, 
directing operations, setting and amending budgets. 

 Legislative Includes adopting local laws, local planning schemes and 
policies. 

 Review When Council reviews decisions made by Officers. 
 Quasi-Judicial When Council determines an application/matter that directly 

affect a person’s right and interests.  The judicial character 
arises from the obligation to abide by the principles of 
natural justice.  Examples of quasi-judicial authority include 
local planning applications, building licences, applications 
for other permits/licences (eg under Health Act, Dog Act or 
Local Laws) and other decisions that may be appealable to 
the State Administrative Tribunal. 

 
 
PURPOSE OF REPORT 
 
The purpose of this report is to seek Council approval to make funds available to fulfil 
co-contribution requirements for the Emergency Back-up Power Capability for 
Evacuation Centres project, under the Natural Disaster Resilience Program (NDRP) 
and authorise the Chief Executive Officer to accept the offer of grant funding. 
 
  

Version: 1, Version Date: 05/01/2016
Document Set ID: 2673366

http://www.belmont.wa.gov.au/CouncillorPortal/CouncillorMinuteAndMeeting/Minutes%20and%20Agendas%20Documents/Attachment%202%20-%20Item%2012.2%20refers%20State%20Emergency%20Management%20Committee%20Secretariat%20Funding%20Approval%202015.pdf
http://www.belmont.wa.gov.au/CouncillorPortal/CouncillorMinuteAndMeeting/Minutes%20and%20Agendas%20Documents/Attachment%202%20-%20Item%2012.2%20refers%20State%20Emergency%20Management%20Committee%20Secretariat%20Funding%20Approval%202015.pdf


ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING 
28 April 2015 
 
Item 12.2 Continued 
 

24 

SUMMARY AND KEY ISSUES 
 
The City of Belmont applied for funding under the NDRP for the installation of 
emergency back-up power connectivity to the nominated State Evacuation/Welfare 
Centre (Belmont Oasis – Progress Way, Belmont, WA, 6104), and procurement of two 
emergency back-up generators to power the installation in the event of mains power 
failure.   
 
The key issues relating to this project are: 
 
• Local Government’s role and responsibilities in preparing its community for 

emergency events such as natural disasters 
 

• Local Government meeting the community’s needs for their recovery after a 
natural disaster event. 

 
The City’s funding submission was successful (refer Attachment 2).  The City now 
seeks authorisation for the Chief Executive Officer to accept the Natural Disaster 
Resilience Program grant funding and to allocate an expenditure of $148,402 ($74,201 
funded by this grant) in the 2015-2016 budget.  Authorisation was not sought prior to 
lodgement of the grant application due to the short application timeframe and 
unsuccessful grant applications in 2011-2012 and 2012-2013.  The funding was not 
available in 2013-2014. 
 
 
LOCATION 
 
N/A. 
 
 
CONSULTATION 
 
No community consultation was required for this project due to community expectation 
that local government will be able to provide fully functioning Response and Recovery 
Coordination Centres and Welfare Centres during times of emergency. 
 
 
STRATEGIC COMMUNITY PLAN IMPLICATIONS 
 
There are currently no Strategic Community Plan implications which directly relate to 
Emergency Management.  However, there are objectives which generally meet the 
goals of this project. 
 
In accordance with the Strategic Community Plan Key Result Area: Social Belmont. 
 
Objective: Develop community capacity and self-reliance. 
 
Strategy: Council adopt a 'whole of community' inclusive approach, emphasising the 
intrinsic value of committing time and resources to relationship building amongst 
Council and the community. 
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In accordance with the Strategic Community Plan Key Result Area: Business 
Excellence. 
 
Objective: Maximise organisational effectiveness and reputation as an organisation, 
employer and a community. 
 
Strategy: Ensure that the organisation’s capacity and capability meets strategic, 
customer and operational needs. 
 
 
POLICY IMPLICATIONS 
 
SB1 Council authority to apply for grants 
 
Policy Objective: 
 
To ensure that a responsible process is in place to accommodate the application for, 
and acceptance of, grants and subsidies. 
 
Policy Statement: 
 
Council encourages the application for funds that will have benefit to the community.  
The Chief Executive Officer has authority to make submissions for grant/subsidies 
subject to their purpose falling within the Council’s overall Strategic Plan. 
 
The Chief Executive Officer can accept grants/subsidies, except in the following cases, 
which require specific Council authorisation: 
 
• Grants/subsidies that require an unbudgeted co-payment of funds 

 
• Grants/subsidies that result in expenditure not identified and authorised as part of 

the budget process 
 
• Grants/subsidies where the amount varies significantly from that which has been 

identified and authorised as part of the budget process. 
 
Bullet point one above is applicable and Council approval is sought to accept the 
project detailed in this report. 
 
 
STATUTORY ENVIRONMENT 
 
• Emergency Management Act 2005. 

 
• State Emergency Management Plans. 

 
• State Emergency Management Policy 2.5 – Emergency Management in Local 

Government Districts. 
 

This project will also meet and support the objectives of the Natural Disaster Resilience 
Partnership Agreement by enhancing the City of Belmont community’s resilience to 
natural disasters through mitigation works, measures and related activities that 
contribute to safer, sustainable communities better able to withstand the effects of 
disasters, particularly those arising from the impact of climate change. 
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This project will meet and support the objectives of the role of local government in the 
National Strategy for Disaster Resilience by supporting individuals and communities to 
prepare for extreme events.  
 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
Since inception, the City of Belmont - Town of Victoria Park Local Emergency 
Management Committee (LEMC), has been working towards increased community 
resilience against assessed risks. 
 
In 2009, the LEMC completed a review of local emergency management arrangements 
and identified a shortcoming in the ability of the two local governments, along with 
welfare and recovery agencies to perform their roles and duties should mains power be 
lost.  This project seeks to address the City of Belmont’s ability to perform its role and 
duties in the event of loss of mains power. 
 
As a Council with key state infrastructure, including the international and domestic 
airports and the Kewdale intermodal rail freight terminal, a large scale natural disaster 
has the potential to have significant impact on these transport hubs and subsequently 
the greater Perth City community.  Primarily, demand for welfare and evacuation 
centres would be significantly increased.  As an example, Perth Airport identifies the 
City’s Welfare Centres as evacuation points if evacuation of the airport (staff, airline 
personnel and passengers), is required.  
 
 
OFFICER COMMENT 
 
Connectivity changes and the generators sought for this project are designed to 
provide the State Evacuation Centre with sufficient capacity to meet key electrical 
power requirements in the event of a disaster. 
 
The generators would remove an existing total dependency on local hire companies for 
mobile power, providing a flexible yet cost effective solution to emergency power 
generation. 
 
Provision has also been allowed for the use of these generators to provide power 
requirements to meet the needs of various community events which are covered by 
hired generators. 
 
 
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
 
Due to the timing of this grant funding opportunity, the project is currently unbudgeted.  
However, there is opportunity to allocate funds during the budget process for an 
anticipated expenditure in the 2015-2016 financial year.   
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Conditions of the Grant state that the NDRP will fund up to 50% of each approved 
project.  
 
The financial implications to the City if it accepts the grant funding will be: 
 
NDRP Project City’s 

Contribution 
NDRP Grant 

Funds 
Total Project 

Cost 
Emergency Back-up Power Capability 
for Evacuation Centres $65,470 $67,550 $133,020 

Project Contingency $6,651 $6,651  $13,302 
In kind – supervision, documentation, 
operational procedures, budget 
monitoring and administration 

$2,080 Nil   $2,080 

TOTAL $74,201 $74,201 $148,402 
 
The project contingency amount of $13,302 will only be required to cover any 
unforeseen project costs. 
 
 
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPLICATIONS 
 
There are no environmental implications at this time.  
 
 
SOCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
 
The social implications of being able to provide generator power to the nominated State 
Evacuation Centre are the ability to: 
 
• support community resilience  
• provide effective community recovery coordination and management 
• meet local government’s obligations under the Commonwealth’s National 

Disaster Resilience Strategy 
• meet local government obligations under the Emergency Management Act 2005 

and the State and District Welfare Plans. 
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OFFICER RECOMMENDATION 
 
That Council: 
 
1. Authorise the Chief Executive Officer to accept the Natural Disaster 

Resilience Program grant funding. 
 
2. Allocate an amount of $148,402 towards the Emergency Back-up Power 

Capability for Evacuation Centres Project in the 2015-2016 budget. 
 
 

**ABSOLUTE MAJORITY REQUIRED** 
 
 

OFFICER RECOMMENDATION ADOPTED EN BLOC – 
REFER TO RESOLUTION APPEARING AT ITEM 12 
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12.3 TENDER 03/2015 - TREE MAINTENANCE AND REMOVAL WITHIN THE CITY OF 

BELMONT 
 

BUSINESS EXCELLENCE BELMONT 
 
ATTACHMENT DETAILS 
 
Attachment No Details 
Confidential Attachment 1 – Item 
12.3 refers 

Evaluation Matrix 

Confidential Attachment 2 – Item 
12.3 refers 

Price Schedule 

Confidential Attachment 3 – Item 
12.3 refers 

Cost Comparison 

 
 
Voting Requirement : Simple Majority 
Subject Index : 114/2015-03 
Location/Property Index : N/A 
Application Index : N/A  
Disclosure of any Interest : Nil 
Previous Items : N/A 
Applicant : N/A 
Owner : N/A 
Responsible Division : Technical Services 
 
 
COUNCIL ROLE 
 

 Advocacy When Council advocates on its own behalf or on behalf of 
its community to another level of government/body/agency. 

 Executive The substantial direction setting and oversight role of the 
Council eg adopting plans and reports, accepting tenders, 
directing operations, setting and amending budgets. 

 Legislative Includes adopting local laws, local planning schemes and 
policies. 

 Review When Council reviews decisions made by Officers. 
 Quasi-Judicial When Council determines an application/matter that directly 

affect a person’s right and interests.  The judicial character 
arises from the obligation to abide by the principles of 
natural justice.  Examples of quasi-judicial authority include 
local planning applications, building licences, applications 
for other permits/licences (eg under Health Act, Dog Act or 
Local Laws) and other decisions that may be appealable to 
the State Administrative Tribunal. 

 
 
PURPOSE OF REPORT 
 
To seek Council approval to award Tender 03/2015 - Tree Maintenance and Removal 
within the City of Belmont. 
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SUMMARY AND KEY ISSUES 
 
This report outlines the evaluation process undertaken and puts forward a 
recommendation to award Tender 03/2015 in accordance with the requirements of the 
Local Government Act 1995. 
 
The tender is for the maintenance and removal of trees within the City of Belmont. 
 
Twenty four sets of tender documents were issued to prospective tenderers and two 
responses were received from: 
 
• Beaver Tree Services 
• Classic Tree Services. 
 
 
LOCATION 
 
N/A. 
 
 
CONSULTATION 
 
There has been no specific consultation undertaken in respect to this matter. 
 
 
STRATEGIC COMMUNITY PLAN IMPLICATIONS 
 
In accordance with the Strategic Community Plan Key Result Area: Built Belmont. 
 
Objective: Maintain Public Infrastructure in accordance with sound Asset Management 
practices. 
 
Strategy: Manage the City’s infrastructure and other assets to ensure that an 
appropriate level of service is provided to the community. 
 
Corporate Key Action: Maintain Assets in accordance with Asset Management 
Strategy and associated Plans. 
 
 
POLICY IMPLICATIONS 
 
BEXB28 – Purchasing 
 
Policy Objective 
 
This policy aims to deliver a high level of accountability whilst providing a flexible, 
efficient and effective procurement framework. 
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STATUTORY ENVIRONMENT 
 
This issue is governed in the main by the Local Government Act 1995, in particular 
Section 3.57 which states that “a local government is required to invite tenders before it 
enters into a contract of a prescribed kind under which another person is to supply 
goods or services”.  
 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
An invitation to tender for the maintenance and removal of trees within the City of 
Belmont was advertised in the West Australian on Saturday, 28 February 2015, closing 
on Wednesday, 18 March 2015 at 2pm. 
 
 
OFFICER COMMENT 
 
The Evaluation Committee consisted of the Coordinator Contracts and Tenders, the 
Coordinator Parks and the Senior Supervisor Parks. 
 
Assessment of the submissions was based on the same selection criteria that was 
included within the invitation to quote, being: 
 

 Criteria Weighting 
1. Company Profile 10% 
2. Experience 20% 
3. Company Capacity 15% 
4. Methodology 10% 
5. Safety 15% 
6. Price 30% 

 Total 100% 
 
Beaver Tree Services has held the contract with the City in the past, whilst Classic 
Tree Services is the current incumbent. 
 
The submission received from Beaver Tree Services demonstrates that in the past few 
years they have worked hard to improve their quality management systems and retain 
their staff through the provision of training programmes, thereby ensuring that they 
have experienced and qualified personnel who can provide a quality service.  Beaver 
Tree Services is contracted to a large number of local and state government bodies. 
 
Classic Tree Services also ensure that their personnel have qualifications in 
arboriculture.  In addition, four of their staff are licensed users of the Quantified Tree 
Risk Assessment system which applies established and accepted risk management 
principles to tree safety management.  This system is utilised by the City and it has 
proven to be beneficial that the tree maintenance contractor has an understanding of 
the principles.  Classic Tree Services has several longstanding local government 
contracts but their tender response demonstrates that they have the capacity to 
continue providing the City in a professional manner, on time and to budget. 
 
As the highest scorer on the evaluation matrix (refer Confidential Attachment 1), 
Classic Tree Services is the recommended supplier. 
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FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
 
The City expends over $500,000 per annum on tree maintenance and removal.  
 
Confidential Attachment 2 shows the prices submitted for this tender, whilst 
Confidential Attachment 3 shows a comparison of the tendered schedule of rates 
based on the most common jobs undertaken during the 2013-2014 financial year. 
 
The rates tendered by Classic Tree Services are on average 3% higher than the 
current rates. 
 
 
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPLICATIONS 
 
There are no environmental implications at this time.  
 
 
SOCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
 
There are no social implications at this time. 
 
 
OFFICER RECOMMENDATION 
 
That Council accepts the tender submitted by Classic Tree Services for Tree 
Maintenance and Removal within the City of Belmont as specified as the most 
advantageous, for one year commencing 1 June 2015, with the option of 2 x 1 
year extensions at the sole discretion of the Principal in accordance with the 
tendered schedule of rates. 
 
 

OFFICER RECOMMENDATION ADOPTED EN BLOC – 
REFER TO RESOLUTION APPEARING AT ITEM 12 
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12.4 ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT – MARCH 2015 
 

BUSINESS EXCELLENCE BELMONT 
 
ATTACHMENT DETAILS 
 
Attachment No Details 
Attachment 3 – Item 12.4 refers Accounts for Payment – March 2015 
 
 
Voting Requirement : Simple Majority 
Subject Index : 54/007 – Creditors – Payment Authorisations 
Location/Property Index : N/A 
Application Index : N/A  
Disclosure of any Interest : N/A 
Previous Items : N/A 
Applicant : N/A 
Owner : N/A 
Responsible Division : Corporate and Governance 
 
 
COUNCIL ROLE 
 

 Advocacy When Council advocates on its own behalf or on behalf of 
its community to another level of government/body/agency. 

 Executive The substantial direction setting and oversight role of the 
Council eg adopting plans and reports, accepting tenders, 
directing operations, setting and amending budgets. 

 Legislative Includes adopting local laws, local planning schemes and 
policies. 

 Review When Council reviews decisions made by Officers. 
 Quasi-Judicial When Council determines an application/matter that directly 

affect a person’s right and interests.  The judicial character 
arises from the obligation to abide by the principles of 
natural justice.  Examples of quasi-judicial authority include 
local planning applications, building licences, applications 
for other permits/licences (eg under Health Act, Dog Act or 
Local Laws) and other decisions that may be appealable to 
the State Administrative Tribunal. 

 
 
PURPOSE OF REPORT 
 
Confirmation of accounts paid and authority to pay unpaid accounts. 
 
 
SUMMARY AND KEY ISSUES 
 
A list of payments is presented to the Council each month for confirmation and 
endorsement in accordance with the Local Government (Financial Management) 
Regulations 1996. 
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LOCATION 
 
N/A. 
 
 
CONSULTATION 
 
There has been no specific consultation undertaken in respect to this matter. 
 
 
STRATEGIC COMMUNITY PLAN IMPLICATIONS 
 
There are no Strategic Community Plan implications evident at this time. 
 
 
POLICY IMPLICATIONS 
 
There are no significant policy implications evident at this time. 
 
 
STATUTORY ENVIRONMENT 
 
Regulation 13(1) of the Local Government (Financial Management) Regulations 1996 
states:  
 

“If the local government has delegated to the CEO the exercise of its power to 
make payments from the municipal fund or the trust fund, a list of accounts paid 
by the CEO is to be prepared each month showing for each account paid since 
the last such list was prepared: 
 
(a) the payee's name 
(b) the amount of the payment 
(c) the date of the payment 
(d) sufficient information to identify the transaction.” 

 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
Checking and certification of Accounts for Payment required in accordance with Local 
Government (Financial Management) Regulations 1996, Clause 12. 
 
 
OFFICER COMMENT 
 
The following payments as detailed in the Authorised Payment Listing are 
recommended for confirmation and endorsement. 
 
Municipal Fund Cheques 786204 to 786262 $259,113.02 
Municipal Fund EFTs EF037331 to EF037774 $3,087,249.02 
Municipal Fund Payroll March 2015 $1,319,922.35 
Trust Fund EFTs EF037375, EF037376 and EF037454 $81,747.57 
Total Payments for March 2015  $4,748,031.96 
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FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
 
Provides for the effective and timely payment of Council’s contractors and other 
creditors. 
 
 
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPLICATIONS 
 
There are no environmental implications at this time.  
 
 
SOCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
 
There are no social implications at this time. 
 
 
OFFICER RECOMMENDATION 
 
That the Authorised Payment Listing for March 2015 as provided under 
Attachment 3 be received. 
 
 

OFFICER RECOMMENDATION ADOPTED EN BLOC – 
REFER TO RESOLUTION APPEARING AT ITEM 12 
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12.5 MONTHLY ACTIVITY STATEMENT AS AT 31 MARCH 2015 
 

BUSINESS EXCELLENCE BELMONT 
 
ATTACHMENT DETAILS 
 
Attachment No Details 
Attachment 4 – Item 12.5 refers Monthly Activity Statement as at 31 March 

2015 
 
 
Voting Requirement : Simple Majority 
Subject Index : 32/009 - Financial Operating Statements 
Location/Property Index : N/A 
Application Index : N/A  
Disclosure of any Interest : N/A 
Previous Items : N/A 
Applicant : N/A 
Owner : N/A 
Responsible Division : Corporate and Governance 
 
 
COUNCIL ROLE 
 

 Advocacy When Council advocates on its own behalf or on behalf of 
its community to another level of government/body/agency. 

 Executive The substantial direction setting and oversight role of the 
Council eg adopting plans and reports, accepting tenders, 
directing operations, setting and amending budgets. 

 Legislative Includes adopting local laws, local planning schemes and 
policies. 

 Review When Council reviews decisions made by Officers. 
 Quasi-Judicial When Council determines an application/matter that directly 

affect a person’s right and interests.  The judicial character 
arises from the obligation to abide by the principles of 
natural justice.  Examples of quasi-judicial authority include 
local planning applications, building licences, applications 
for other permits/licences (eg under Health Act, Dog Act or 
Local Laws) and other decisions that may be appealable to 
the State Administrative Tribunal. 

 
 
PURPOSE OF REPORT 
 
To provide Council with relevant monthly financial information. 
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SUMMARY AND KEY ISSUES 
 
The following report includes a concise list of material variances and a Reconciliation of 
Net Current Assets at the end of the reporting month. 
 
 
LOCATION 
 
N/A. 
 
 
CONSULTATION 
 
There has been no specific consultation undertaken in respect to this matter. 
 
 
STRATEGIC COMMUNITY PLAN IMPLICATIONS 
 
There are no Strategic Community Plan implications evident at this time. 
 
 
POLICY IMPLICATIONS 
 
There are no significant policy implications evident at this time. 
 
 
STATUTORY ENVIRONMENT 
 
Section 6.4 of the Local Government Act 1995 in conjunction with Regulation 34 (1) of 
the Local Government (Financial Management) Regulations 1996 requires monthly 
financial reports to be presented to Council. 
 
Regulation 34(1) requires a monthly Statement of Financial Activity reporting on 
revenue and expenditure.  
 
Regulation 34(5) determines the mechanism required to ascertain the definition of 
material variances which are required to be reported to Council as a part of the monthly 
report.  It also requires Council to adopt a “percentage or value” for what it will consider 
to be material variances on an annual basis.  Further clarification is provided in the 
Officer Comments section. 
 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
The Local Government (Financial Management) Regulations 1996 require that financial 
statements are presented on a monthly basis to Council.  Council has adopted ten per 
cent of the budgeted closing balance as the materiality threshold. 
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OFFICER COMMENT 
 
The Statutory Monthly Financial Report is to consist of a Statement of Financial Activity 
reporting on revenue and expenditure as set out in the Annual Budget.  It is required to 
include: 
 
• Annual budget estimates 
• Budget estimates to the end of the reporting month 
• Actual amounts to the end of the reporting month 
• Material variances between comparable amounts 
• Net current assets as at the end of the reporting month. 
 
Previous amendments to the Regulations fundamentally changed the reporting 
structure which requires reporting of information consistent with the “cash” component 
of Council’s budget rather than being “accrual” based.   
 
The monthly financial report is to be accompanied by: 
 
• An explanation of the composition of the net current assets, less committed* and 

restricted** assets 
• An explanation of material variances*** 
• Such other information as is considered relevant by the local government. 
 
*Revenue unspent but set aside under the annual budget for a specific purpose. 
 
**Assets which are restricted by way of externally imposed conditions of use eg tied 
grants. 
 
***Based on a materiality threshold of 10 per cent of the budgeted closing balance as 
previously adopted by Council. 
 
In order to provide more details regarding significant variations as included in 
Attachment 4 the following summary is provided. 
 
Report Section YTD Budget YTD Actual Comment 
Expenditure – Capital 
Road Works 3,225,342  2,909,643  Projects are generally tracking well with 

invoices paid one month in arrears. 
Footpath Works 399,402  278,653  Projects are generally tracking well with 

invoices paid one month in arrears. 
Operations Centre 322,566  97,878  Chargeable plant is currently on order. 
Expenditure – Operating 
Governance 2,491,736  2,128,523  Activity Based Costing (ABC’s) 

allocations are below budget. 
Town Planning 1,804,104  1,712,352  Consulting costs and ABC’s are below 

budget. 
Ruth Faulkner Library 1,541,272  1,415,076  Employee related costs and ABC’s are 

below budget. 
Grounds Overheads 1,246,494  1,017,787  Employee related costs are below 

budget. 
Public Works 
Overheads 

1,245,961  1,155,876  Employee related costs are below 
budget. 
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Report Section YTD Budget YTD Actual Comment 
Revenue – Capital    
Revenue – Operating 
Computing (1,458,657) (1,327,768) ABC Recoveries are below budget. 
Human Resources (946,177) (846,862) ABC Recoveries are below budget. 
Town Planning (1,415,105) (1,252,998) ABC Recoveries are below budget. 
Public Works 
Overheads 

(1,270,215) (1,134,409) Overhead recoveries are below budget. 

Plant Operating Costs (1,120,651) (997,477) Overhead recoveries are below budget. 
 
In accordance with Local Government (Financial Management) Regulations 1996, 
Regulation 34 (2)(a) the following table explains the composition of the net current 
assets amount which appears at the end of the attached report. 
 
Reconciliation of Nett Current Assets to Statement of Financial Activity 
Current Assets as at 31 March 
2015 

$ Comment 

Cash and investments 54,171,045 Includes municipal and reserves 
       - less non rate setting cash (31,336,055) Reserves  
Receivables 

1,887,869 
Rates levied yet to be received 
and Sundry Debtors 

ESL Receivable (276,306) ESL Receivable 
Stock on hand 251,530   
Total Current Assets 24,698,082   

Current Liabilities     
Creditors and provisions (7,022,598) Includes ESL and deposits 

       - less non rate setting creditors 
and provisions 

2,878,831 Cash Backed LSL, current loans 
and ESL 

Total Current Liabilities (4,143,767)   

Nett Current Assets 31 March 2015 20,554,315   

      
Nett Current Assets as Per Financial 
Activity Report 

20,554,315   

Less Restricted Assets (171,174) Unspent grants held for specific 
purposes 

Less Committed Assets (19,583,141) All other budgeted expenditure 
Estimated Closing Balance  800,000   

 
 
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
 
The presentation of these reports to Council ensures compliance with the Local 
Government Act 1995 and associated Regulations, and also ensures that Council is 
regularly informed as to the status of its financial position. 
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ENVIRONMENTAL IMPLICATIONS 
 
There are no environmental implications at this time.  
 
 
SOCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
 
There are no social implications at this time. 
 
 
OFFICER RECOMMENDATION 
 
That the Monthly Financial Report as at 31 March 2015 as included in Attachment 
4 be received. 
 
 

OFFICER RECOMMENDATION ADOPTED EN BLOC – 
REFER TO RESOLUTION APPEARING AT ITEM 12 
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