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MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING HELD IN THE CITY OF 
BELMONT CIVIC CENTRE, 215 WRIGHT STREET, CLOVERDALE ON MONDAY 
28 FEBRUARY 2000, COMMENCING AT 7.32 PM

PRESENT

Cr P R Passeri, JP, Mayor West Ward
Cr M H Blair, Deputy Mayor Central Ward
Cr M M Bass East Ward
Cr P Marks East Ward
Cr G J Godfrey East Ward
Cr L M Coops Central Ward
Cr M C Godsell Central Ward
Cr A T Richardson, JP West Ward
Cr G Doney West Ward
Cr A P Murfin, OAM, JP South Ward
Cr D J Symonds South Ward
Cr R T Swann South Ward

IN ATTENDANCE

Mr B Genoni Chief Executive Officer
Mr N Hartley Deputy Chief Executive Officer
Mr S Cole Director - Finance
Mr R Lutey Director - Engineering
Mr N Deague Director - Development

MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC

There were eight members of the public, and one member of the Press (Southern 
Gazette) present.

1. OFFICIAL OPENING

The Mayor opened the meeting and welcomed those in attendance.

2. APOLOGIES & LEAVE OF ABSENCE

2.1 APOLOGIES

Nil.

2.2 LEAVE OF ABSENCE

Nil.
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3. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Nil.

4. ANNOUNCEMENTS BY THE PRESIDING MEMBER
(WITHOUT DISCUSSION)

Nil.

5. PUBLIC QUESTION TIME

***7.33pm For the benefit of the public present the Chief Executive Officer stated 
the rules of Question Time.

5.1 RESPONSES TO QUESTIONS TAKEN ON NOTICE AT PREVIOUS MEETING

Nil.

5.2 QUESTIONS ON WHICH WRITTEN NOTICE HAS BEEN GIVEN PRIOR TO THE 
MEETING

Nil.

5.3 QUESTIONS FROM THE FLOOR

5.3.1 Mrs Janet Powell - 62 Treave Street, Cloverdale

1. Does Council recognise the Belmont Ratepayers and Residents Association as 
an official group?

The Mayor advised that he had not received anything official from this group for quite 
some time, he was aware however, that Ms Powell had regularly attended Council 
meetings, advising that she was the President of this group.

2. Does Council consider the position of Mayor to be full-time?

The Mayor advised that he works approximately 8 hours per day for Council, 
however he is not located in the office for the entire day as he attends many night 
functions with the 8 hours being “spread” across each daily 24 hour period.

3. Is the Mayor available to the general public 8 hours per day?

The Mayor advised that he makes every effort to be available throughout the week to 
discuss issues with residents, however depending on his other Council commitments, 
access to him was not always immediately guaranteed.
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5.3.2 Mr John McGuire - 11 Hillcrest Road, Kewdale

1. What is the current situation with regard to the possibility of a speedway/drag-
racing facility being located in the City?

The Mayor advised that Council had corresponded with the Premier and had also 
liaised with the Shire of Kalamunda with the view to joining forces to ensure that this 
facility is not constructed in or near the City of Belmont.

2. Will the monthly expenses of the Mayor’s car be made available to the public?

The Chief Executive Officer advised that the expenses of this vehicle, along with all 
of the Cities other costs is recorded in our financial statements.  These statements 
are available to the general public.  Detailed financial information is available on a 
quarterly basis (through the Resources and Policy Committee minutes).

***7.38pm As there were no further questions, the Mayor declared Public Question 
Time closed.

6. CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES

6.1 ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING HELD 14 FEBRUARY 2000

RICHARDSON MOVED, COOPS SECONDED, that the minutes of the Ordinary 
Council Meeting held on 14 February 2000, as printed and circulated to all 
Councillors, be confirmed as a true and accurate record, subject to the correct 
address being shown against Item 5.3.1 (question from Mrs Janet Powell) vis. 
62 Treave Street, Cloverdale.

CARRIED 12 VOTES TO  0

7. QUESTIONS BY MEMBERS ON WHICH DUE NOTICE HAS BEEN GIVEN
(WITHOUT DISCUSSION)

Nil.

8. PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS

Nil.

9. MOTIONS OF WHICH PREVIOUS NOTICE HAS BEEN GIVEN

Nil.
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10. BUSINESS ADJOURNED FROM A PREVIOUS MEETING

Nil.

11. CORRESPONDENCE

11.1 LEAVE OF ABSENCE
CON/28

11.1.1 Cr Godfrey - Leave Of Absence

Report by Chief Executive Officer.

APPLICATION

To advise Council of correspondence received from Councillor Godfrey requesting 
leave of absence from 2 March to 8 March 2000, inclusive.

BACKGROUND

Councillor Godfrey has requested leave of absence from all Council and Committee 
meetings for the period 2 March to 8 March 2000, inclusive.

COMMENT

Nil.

GODSELL MOVED,  COOPS SECONDED, that Councillor Godfrey be granted 
leave of absence from all Council and Committee meetings for the period 2 
March to 8 March 2000, inclusive.

CARRIED 12 VOTES TO 0
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11.2 GENERAL

Nil.

11.3 LATE CORRESPONDENCE OF AN URGENT NATURE

Nil.

12. REPORTS OF COMMITTEES

12.1 WORKS AND TECHNICAL SERVICES COMMITTEE MEETING HELD 21 FEBRUARY 
2000 

Receipt of Minutes

SYMONDS MOVED,  GODSELL SECONDED, that the minutes of the Works and 
Technical Services Committee meeting held on 21 February 2000, as printed 
and circulated to all Councillors, be received.

CARRIED 12 VOTES TO 0

WITHDRAWN ITEMS

Item 8.4.4 was withdrawn by Councillor Godsell.

ADOPTION OF THE BALANCE OF THE REPORT

SYMONDS MOVED,  MARKS SECONDED, that recommendation items 5.1, 8.1.1-
8.1.3, 8.2.1-8.2.4, 8.3.1, 8.4.1-8.4.3, 8.4.5, 8.4.6, 8.5.1 and 8.5.2 of the Works and 
Technical Services Committee meeting held on 21 February 2000, be adopted 
(i.e. with the exception of item 8.4.4).

CARRIED 12 VOTES TO 0
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Item 12.1 continued 

Withdrawn Item 8.4.4 Bus Shelters and Bus Stop Seating

GODSELL MOVED,  SYMONDS SECONDED, that the Committee 
Recommendation be amended to read:

1. That the bus shelter installation process as stated in the item be adopted 
noting that if the initial investigation confirms that a bus seat would benefit 
the users (eg, elderly, mums with young children, disabled etc) then, subject 
to the suitability of the site, a seat will be organised as soon as possible.

2. That a future upgrade of bus shelters on a rotational basis be considered in 
the 2000/2001 budget.

CARRIED 12 VOTES TO 0

12.2 RESOURCES AND POLICY COMMITTEE MEETING HELD 22 FEBRUARY 2000 

Receipt of Minutes

GODFREY MOVED,  RICHARDSON SECONDED, that the minutes of the 
Resources and Policy Committee meeting held on 22 February 2000, as printed 
and circulated to all Councillors, be received.

CARRIED 12 VOTES TO 0

ADOPTION OF THE REPORT

GODFREY MOVED,  RICHARDSON SECONDED, that recommendation items 5.1, 
7.0, 8.1.1, 8.2.1, 8.4.1-8.4.4, 8.7.1, 8.7.2 and 8.8.1-8.8.4  of the Resources and 
Policy Committee meeting held on 22 February 2000, be adopted.

CARRIED 12 VOTES TO  0
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13. REPORTS OF OFFICERS

13.1 INFORMATION ONLY ITEMS

Report by Chief Executive Officer 

APPLICATION

Council’s acknowledgment of receipt of information of general interest.

IS THIS PROPOSAL CONSISTENT WITH COUNCIL’S CORPORATE PLAN? YES

“Operational Plan O1/1(c) - To keep Councillors informed of relevant industry and officer 
activities, regular update reports be presented to the respective committees”.

BACKGROUND

This item relates to information circulated by the Chief Executive Officer which may 
be of general interest to Councillors

COMMENT

General information and memorandums:

DATED SUBJECT
04/02/00 Information for Belmont Bulletin
11/02/00 Tomato Lake Kiosk and Future Commercial Development
17/02/00 Elected Member Training - Community Consultation & Participation

Councillor Information Items circulated on the 18 February 2000: 

13.1.1 WAMA Week Issue No. 6.00 - 11 February 2000
13.1.2 Clean Up Australia Day - Sunday 5 March 2000

Councillor Information Items circulated on the 25 February 2000: 

13.1.3 WAMA Week Issue No. 7.00 - 18 February 2000
13.1.4 WAMA Training & Development - The Business of Local Government
13.1.5 WAMA Training & Development - Free Seminar - Emergency 

Management & Local Government

SWANN MOVED,  BLAIR SECONDED, that the information provided to all 
Councillors and listed in this “Information Only Items” report be noted and 
received.

CARRIED 12 VOTES TO 0
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TPS/13

13.2 GRAHAM FARMER FREEWAY - ACOUSTIC WALL

Report by Planning Department.

APPLICATION

Council to approach Main Roads Western Australia (MRWA) seeking their support for 
aesthetic treatment of an acoustic wall.

IS THIS PROPOSAL CONSISTENT WITH COUNCIL’S OPERATIONAL PLAN? NO

BACKGROUND

As part of the Graham Farmer Freeway Project, it is proposed that a wall, 4 metres 
above the road level, be constructed along portion of the common boundary and 
“The Springs” Precinct.

The wall would extend approximately from Great Eastern Highway to the end of 
Malvern Road.

The problem is that it is proposed that both ends of the wall will not be stepped down 
to the normal 1.8 metre height.  This is seen to be critical from an aesthetic 
viewpoint.  The functional value of the 4 metre high wall in terms of acoustical control 
is not in question, but to ignore aesthetic considerations is unacceptable.

COMMENT

Urban Focus representatives have been liaising with Thiess Contractors Pty Ltd, 
seeking their support to “step down” both ends of the 4 metre high wall.  
Unfortunately, there has been no sympathy to amenity considerations and the only 
recourse now is to make a direct representation to MRWA.

It needs to be emphasised that MRWA has caused this problem because of the 
construction of the Graham Farmer Freeway.  The City of Belmont should not have to 
sacrifice amenity considerations when “The Springs” locality will be the gateway to 
the City.

BLAIR MOVED,  RICHARDSON SECONDED, that Council make strong 
representation to the Commissioner Main Roads seeking his support to the 
variation of the contract with Thiess Contracting Pty Ltd to allow for the 
4 metre high wall adjoining Graham Farmer Freeway and portion of “The 
Springs” Precinct to be stepped down at both ends to a height of 
approximately 1.8 metres.

CARRIED 12 VOTES TO 0
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14. REPORTS OF DELEGATES

14.1 COUNCILLOR PASSERI - MEETINGS AT EMRC & KEWDALE ISLAMIC COLLEGE

Councillor Passeri advised that Councillors Blair and Richardson and the Chief 
Executive Officer accompanied him to two meetings of the EMRC recently.  Relevant 
information from these meetings will be referred back to Council via our various 
Committees.

Councillor Passeri also advised that Councillors Swann, Bass, Coops and Godfrey 
accompanied him to a function at the Kewdale Islamic College on Sunday 28 
February 2000.

GODFREY MOVED,  SYMONDS SECONDED, that Councillor Passeri’s reports on 
the meetings at the EMRC and the function at the Kewdale Islamic College be 
received and noted.

CARRIED 12 VOTES TO 0

15. URGENT BUSINESS APPROVED BY THE PERSON PRESIDING OR BY 
DECISION

Nil.

16. NOTICE OF MOTIONS FOR CONSIDERATION AT THE NEXT MEETING

Nil.

17. MATTERS BEHIND CLOSED DOORS

Nil.

18. CLOSURE

The Mayor declared the meeting closed at 7.49pm.
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