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1
CONFIRMATION DATE: 19 NOVEMBER 2001

MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING HELD IN THE CITY OF 
BELMONT CIVIC CENTRE, 215 WRIGHT STREET, CLOVERDALE, ON MONDAY, 
29 OCTOBER 2001, COMMENCING AT 7.36PM

PRESENT

Cr P R Passeri, JP West Ward
Cr M H Blair Central Ward
Cr G Dornford Central Ward
Cr M C Godsell Central Ward
Cr G Doney West Ward
Cr M M Bass East Ward
Cr G J Godfrey East Ward
Cr P Marks East Ward
Cr A P Murfin, OAM, JP South Ward
Cr E Teasdale South Ward
Cr J Powell South Ward

IN ATTENDANCE

Mr B Genoni Chief Executive Officer
Mr N Hartley Deputy Chief Executive Officer
Mr R Lutey Director - Engineering
Mr N Deague Director – Development
Mr S Cole Director – Corporate Services

MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC

There were 14 members of the public and one member of the press (Southern 
Gazette) present.

1. OFFICIAL OPENING

The Mayor opened the meeting and welcomed all those in attendance.

2. APOLOGIES & LEAVE OF ABSENCE

2.1 APOLOGIES

Nil. 

2.2 LEAVE OF ABSENCE

Cr A Richardson
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OCM 29/10/01 Declarations of Interest
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3. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Councillor Passeri declared a financial interest.  The interest is in Item 8.8.3 of the 
Resources and Policy Committee meeting minutes dated 23rd October 2001.  The 
nature of the interest being that he is a holder of AMP shares.

Councillor Dornford declared a financial interest.  The interest is in Item 8.8.3 of the 
Resources and Policy Committee meeting minutes dated 23rd October 2001.  The 
nature of the interest being that he is a holder of AMP shares.

Councillor Powell declared a financial interest.  The interest is in Item 8.7.3 of the 
Planning and Development Committee meeting minutes dated 22 October 2001.  
The nature of the interest being that she owns property on Treave Street.

In accordance with the City of Belmont’s Code of Conduct, Councillor Murfin declared 
an interest that could give rise to a reasonable belief that his impartiality may be 
adversely affected.  The interest is in Item 8.1.2 of the Planning and Development  
Committee meeting minutes dated 22 October 2001.  The nature of the interest being 
that he is the owner of the property in close proximity to the property in question.

4. ANNOUNCEMENTS BY THE PRESIDING MEMBER
(WITHOUT DISCUSSION)

The Mayor highlighted that the Belmont City Fair will be held over the weekend of 
10th and 11th November and reminded each Councillor of their obligation to commit to 
some time in the Council’s Information Area.  A roster sheet was recently forwarded 
to all Councillors and it is requested that Councillors note their preferred attendance 
time slots and advise the Deputy Chief Executive Officer later this evening, of their 
preferred timetable of availability.
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***7.38pm

For the benefit of the public present the Chief Executive Officer stated the rules of 
Question Time.

5. PUBLIC QUESTION TIME

5.1 RESPONSES TO QUESTIONS TAKEN ON NOTICE AT PREVIOUS MEETING

Nil.

5.2 QUESTIONS ON WHICH WRITTEN NOTICE HAS BEEN GIVEN PRIOR TO THE 
MEETING

Nil. 

5.3 QUESTIONS FROM THE FLOOR

5.3.1 Mr Paul Hitt, 85 Fitzroy Road, Rivervale

Mr Hitt asked as to the extent of the recent recreational survey conducted in the City.

The Deputy Chief Executive Officer advised that there was some 3000 surveys 
forwarded to randomly selected households within the City of Belmont area.

5.3.2 Y and F Vagh, 68 Newey Street, Rivervale 

To what extent was the community survey undertaken in regard to the development 
application for the proposed liquor store at Lot 500 Great Eastern Highway (referred 
to at item 8.6.2 in the Planning and Development Committee meeting minutes of 22nd 
October 2001) as whilst his neighbour received a notice, he did not.

The Director - Development advised that whilst he was aware that surveys were 
carried out within the general area, he was not aware of the exact extent of the range 
of the survey area.  He would correspond with Mr Vagh once he had these details to 
hand.

***7.43pm As there were no further questions, the Mayor declared Public Question Time 
closed.
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6. CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES

6.1 ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING
HELD 15 OCTOBER 2001

GODFREY MOVED, GODSELL SECONDED, that the minutes of the Ordinary 
Council Meeting held on 15 October 2001, as printed and circulated to all 
Councillors, be confirmed as a true and accurate record.

CARRIED 11 VOTES TO  0

7. QUESTIONS BY MEMBERS ON WHICH DUE NOTICE HAS BEEN GIVEN
(WITHOUT DISCUSSION)

7.1 ** CONFIDENTIAL – RESPONSE PROVIDED
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8. PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS

8.1 MEMORIAL – DOG ACT 1976 AND COUNCIL BY-LAWS RELATING TO THE KEEPING 
OF DOGS IN RESIDENTIAL AREAS.

Report by Chief Executive Officer

APPLICATION

To advise of a memorial received in relation to the Dog Act 1976 and Council By-
Laws Relating to the Keeping of Dogs in a Residential Area.

BACKGROUND

A memorial has been received from residents of Wilson Place, Belmont, and reads 
as follows:-

“You are notified that we the current residents of Wilson Place/Leake Street, 
which houses some 11 units of aged persons for which the development was 
instituted jointly by Council. Homeswest and representatives of the State 
Government upon the development of Redcliffe Suburb was at that time 
(some 12 years or more ago) referred to all new occupants that such 
development would be kept as a quiet area – particularly for the aged 
occupants.

However, coming as it does with its new decisions for the keeping of dogs as 
authorised by Council of late, has taken away the residents wishes for 
continued living in quietness, which until now had been maintained.

We the current residents, therefore exercise our right to complain in a most 
bitter manner, any idea of reclassifying our area for being suitable to allow the 
keeping of more dogs (than those at present) being a total of two (2) only to 
those already having same.
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Item 8.1 – Continued…

Our main reasons for the stand against such a move are as follows:-

1. Already there are occasions of continuing nuisance by the constant 
barking of dogs which also have set others in the area to join in.

2. The property areas are small in size and unsuitable for the keeping of 
dogs as pets anyway.

3. Even now there are occasions when dogs are at large – having either 
jumped the fences or got out through the gaps in fences.

4. Without being at all interested, it is also evident that these dogs are 
certainly NOT BEING EXERCISED on a regular basis which should be 
followed as per RSPCA guidelines.  This being a further reason for lack 
of property control.

5. It is worthy of note that some years ago a pensioner resident finally 
moved out to another area because of lack of sleep at night which had 
caused his work problems.

In conclusion, it is hoped that this complaint will receive also the vetting 
decision of full Council at one of its meetings in the near future”.

12 people have signed the memorial.

COMMENT

This matter has received attention and will be presented at the November meeting of 
the Administration and Community Services Committee as part of an item dealing 
with a dog application at 14 Wilson Place, Belmont.

BLAIR MOVED,  DONEY SECONDED, that  the memorial from the residents of 
Wilson Place, Belmont, be received, and dealt with at the November meeting of 
the Administration and Community Services Committee.  Also the writer be 
advised of the legal situation in regard to dog numbers in Belmont, under the 
Dog Act 1976.

CARRIED 11 VOTES TO 0
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9. BUSINESS ADJOURNED FROM A PREVIOUS MEETING

Nil.

10. CORRESPONDENCE

10.1 LEAVE OF ABSENCE

Nil. 

10.2 GENERAL

Nil. 

10.3 LATE CORRESPONDENCE OF AN URGENT NATURE

Nil. 

11. REPORTS OF COMMITTEES

11.1 PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE MEETING HELD 22 OCTOBER 2001 

Receipt of Minutes

POWELL MOVED,  BLAIR SECONDED, that the minutes of the Planning and 
Development Committee meeting held on 22 October 2001, as printed and 
circulated to all Councillors, be received.

CARRIED 11 VOTES TO  0

WITHDRAWN ITEMS

Item 8.1.2 was withdrawn at the request of Councillor Blair.
Item 8.2.1 was withdrawn at the request of Councillor Doney.
Item 8.7.3 was withdrawn at the request of Councillor Blair.
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ADOPTION OF THE BALANCE OF THE REPORT

TEASDALE MOVED,  MARKS SECONDED, that recommendation items 8.1.1, 
8.2.2 – 8.2.4, 8.3.1, 8.3.2, 8.4.1 – 8.4.5, 8.6.1 – 8.6.6, 8.7.1, 8.7.2, and 8.74 of the 
Planning and Development Committee meeting held on 22 October 2001, be 
adopted en bloc (i.e. with the exception of items 8.1.2, 8.2.1 and 8.7.3).

CARRIED 11 VOTES TO  0

***7.46pm Having earlier declared his interest in this item, Council Murfin left the 
Chamber.

11.1.1 Withdrawn Item 8.1.2 – Lot 41 (10) Oats Street, Kewdale – Unauthorised 
Front Fence

BLAIR MOVED,  GODSELL SECONDED, that that the Committee 
Recommendation be adopted without amendment or modification.

CARRIED 10 VOTES TO 0

***7.47pm Councillor Murfin returned to the meeting.

11.1.2 Withdrawn Item 8.2.1 – Genetically Modified Foods

DONEY MOVED,  GODSELL SECONDED, that the Committee recommendation 
not be adopted and that in order to more clearly outline Council’s position –

1. The information be received; and
2. Council accepts that the Australia and New Zealand Food Authority is the 

appropriate body to determine the safety of genetically modified foods 
used for human consumption.

CARRIED 11 VOTES TO 0

***7.49pm Having earlier declared her interest, Councillor Powell left the Chamber.
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11.1.3 Withdrawn Item 8.7.3 – Proposed Disposal of Crown Reserve 33115 
Leach Highway

BLAIR MOVED,  TEASDALE SECONDED, that the recommendation not be 
adopted and that Council seek the approval of the Department of Planning and 
Infrastructure and the Department of Land Administration to the acquisition and 
disposal of Crown Reserve 33115.

CARRIED 10 VOTES TO 0

***7.53pm Councillor Powell returned to the meeting.

11.2 RESOURCES AND POLICY COMMITTEE MEETING HELD 23 OCTOBER 2001

Receipt of Minutes

GODFREY MOVED,  POWELL SECONDED, that the minutes of the Resources 
and Policy Committee meeting held on 23 October 2001, as printed and 
circulated to all Councillors, be received.

CARRIED 11 VOTES TO 0

WITHDRAWN ITEMS

Item 8.8.2 was withdrawn at the request of Councillor Bass.
Item 8.8.3 was withdrawn at the request of Councillor Godfrey.

ADOPTION OF THE BALANCE OF THE REPORT

GODFREY MOVED,  TEASDALE SECONDED, that recommendation items 8.2.1, 
8.4.1 – 8.4.6, 8.5.1, 8.7.1, 8.8.1, and 8.8.4 – 8.8.6 of the Resources and Policy 
Committee meeting held on 23 October 2001, be adopted en bloc (i.e. with the 
exception of items 8.8.2 and 8.8.3).

CARRIED 11 VOTES TO  0
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11.2.1 Withdrawn Item 8.8.2 – Accounts for Payment

BASS MOVED,  MURFIN SECONDED, that that the Committee Recommendation 
be adopted without amendment or modification.

CARRIED 10 VOTES TO 1

For:  Passeri, Blair, Dornford,  Godsell, Doney, 
Godfrey, Marks, Murfin, Teasdale, Powell

Against: Bass

***7.59pm Having earlier declared their interests, Councillors Passeri and Dornford 
left the Chamber.

In the absence of the Mayor, Councillor Blair assumed the Chair.

11.2.2 Withdrawn Item 8.8.3 – Analysis of Investments as at 30 September 
2001

GODFREY MOVED,  BASS SECONDED, that that the Committee 
Recommendation be adopted without amendment or modification.

CARRIED 9 VOTES TO 0

***8.00pm Councillors Passeri and Dornford returned to the meeting.

The Mayor resumed the Chair.
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12. REPORTS OF OFFICERS

12.1 INFORMATION ONLY ITEMS

Report by Chief Executive Officer 

APPLICATION

Council’s acknowledgment of receipt of information of general interest.

IS THIS PROPOSAL CONSISTENT WITH COUNCIL’S CORPORATE PLAN? YES

“Operational Plan O1/1(c) - To keep Councillors informed of relevant industry and officer 
activities, regular update reports be presented to the respective committees”.

BACKGROUND

This item relates to information circulated by the Chief Executive Officer that may be 
of general interest to Councillors.

COMMENT

General information and memorandums:

DATED SUBJECT
18/10/01 Buffet Function for Volunteers in Council Based Programmes
19/10/01 Retirement – Mr Allan Skinner (Acting Director General – Dept. of 

Local Government)
19/10/01 Active Reserve Usage
23/10/01 State Supply Commission – Buy Local Review
26/10/01 Investment Presentation by Grove Financial Services – Monday 

29 October 2001

Councillor Information Items circulated on the 19 October 2001: 

12.1.1 WAMA Week Issue No. 41.01 – 12 October 2001.

Councillor Information Items circulated on the 26 October 2001: 

12.1.2 WAMA Week Issue No. 42.01 – 19 October 2001.

BLAIR MOVED,  GODFREY SECONDED, that the information provided to all 
Councillors and listed in this “Information Only Items” report be noted and 
received.

CARRIED 11 VOTES TO 0
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13. REPORTS OF DELEGATES

13.1 CR PASSERI - RIVERVALE SAFETY AUDIT

On Tuesday, 16 October I, together with members of the Belmont Safer WA 
Committee, Police Officers, Neighbourhood Watch representatives, NGS Community 
Watch Patrol and Council Officers conducted a Street Audit in Rivervale as a 
community safety initiative.

Three streets in Rivervale were identified via Police and Community Patrol records as 
areas that had a significant amount of crime related incidences, with the purpose of 
the audit being to seek comments from the residents regarding their concerns.

Whilst the results of the Street Audit have yet to be presented to the Belmont Safer 
WA Committee for consideration, I am pleased to advise Council that the audit was 
an extremely successful exercise with full participation from the residents 
interviewed.

A number of areas were highlighted by residents and the Audit Team that need to be 
addressed and hopefully by addressing these matters, it will lead to a decrease in 
crime incidences in the future for these particular areas. 

Following the success of this first Street Audit, I’m sure that the Belmont Safer WA 
Committee will continue with this community safety initiative and other suburbs in the 
City of Belmont will benefit from a similar exercise.       

BLAIR MOVED,  GODSELL SECONDED, that the report be noted and received.

CARRIED 11 VOTES TO 0

13.2 CR MARKS – ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH CONFERENCE

I attended the Environmental Health Conference from Monday 15 October to Friday 
19 October 2001 at the Burswood Convention Centre.

There were many important topics open for discussion throughout the week. 
Personally, I found the Tuesday lecture by Sue Harrington of the Health Department 
on the control of mosquitos at the Dawesville Channel to be not only interesting, but 
of use to the City officers.  There were many other important topics and it is obvious 
that this is a “must Conference” for our Health Officers.

I would like to thank Council for this opportunity to attend and also thank the officers 
for helping me on the days that I was indisposed.

POWELL MOVED,  GODFREY SECONDED, that the report be noted and received.

CARRIED 11 VOTES TO 0
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13.3 CR BLAIR – BELMONT CAMERA CLUB

On Friday 26th October 2001, on behalf of the Mayor I opened an exhibition by the 
Belmont Camera Club.  It is open until 4th November at the Victoria Park Centre for 
the Arts Gallery, 12 Kent Street, East Victoria Park.

There are about 20 members, mostly from the Belmont area, who are proudly 
showcasing some very fine photos with some being for sale.  

The club has been established for about two and a half years and is an incorporated 
body and a member of the Western Australian Photographic Federation.  Members 
have won awards at the Federation competitions and the Royal Show.

It was an honour to be asked to represent the Mayor and the Council at the opening 
and I suggest that everyone go and have a look at this fine exhibition.

GODSELL MOVED,  POWELL SECONDED, that the report be noted and received.

CARRIED 11 VOTES TO 0

13.4 CR BLAIR – FREIGHT ROUTES CONGRESS

On Saturday and Sunday, 27 and 28 October 2001, I attended the above road 
transport study congress where the Ministry of Transport invited input from a wide 
range of “road stakeholders” (including local government representatives) into this 
government transport study.  There were approximately 130 people in attendance to 
contribute to discussions.  Consultation will be ongoing over the next six month 
period, to ensure that a wide variety of views can be collected for consideration prior 
to the state government setting its final position.

MARKS MOVED,  POWELL SECONDED, that the report be received.

CARRIED 11 VOTES TO 0
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13.5 CR PASSERI – LOCAL GOVERNMENT MANAGERS AUSTRALIA (LGMA) 
CONFERENCE

The City of Belmont’s Deputy CEO, Mr Neil Hartley who is the Junior Vice Chairman 
of the LGMA was the Conference Convener and did an excellent job in this role.

The Mayor of Stirling Council, Tony Vallelonga, welcomed the more than 500 
delegates to the Conference.  The official opening of the Conference was undertaken 
by the Hon. Tom Stephens, Minister for Local Government, Housing, Works and 
Services.

The whole Conference theme was focussed on differentiating the separate roles and 
relationships of the Mayor, Councillors and Administrative Staff with the Keynote 
Speaker being Margot Cairns who spoke about the need for individual acceptance of 
change and its inevitability so that the opportunities that change provided, could be 
taken advantage of.
 
Mr Chris Caton from BT Funds Management gave an insight into Global economic 
trends following the 11th September tragedy and provided some forecasts for the 
future that may impact on the City’s investment opportunities.  Mr Caton’s comments 
related to the points raised by Grove Financial Planning who addressed Council 
earlier this evening.

There was an interesting presentation by Mr Barry McKinnon relating to political 
lobbying and this was followed by an address from Leon Lawrence relating to the 
changing climate of public liability for Local Government.  Mr Lawrence canvassed 
the impact of 11th September and also the demise of the insurance company, HIH.

Dr Peter Newman outlined what he saw as The Role of Local Government in a 
Sustainability Plan for W.A.    He also made very positive comments about the 
environmental sustainability work being done by EMRC and its Executive Manager of 
Environmental Services, Mick McCarthy.

One of the concurrent sessions addressed the issue of the new State Record Act and 
that shortly there will be a requirement for individual Councillors to maintain a record 
system that stores all documents relating to their Council activities (excluding those 
stored by the City) as they are part of the public record.

There were many good papers presented at the Conference and the ones seen as 
having most relevance to the City of Belmont have been ordered and will be provided 
for the attention of Councillors and staff.

Blair MOVED,  Marks SECONDED, that the report be noted and received.

CARRIED 11 VOTES TO 0

Version: 3, Version Date: 08/11/2001
Document Set ID: 272936



OCM 29/10/01 Closure

15
CONFIRMATION DATE: 19 NOVEMBER 2001

14. URGENT BUSINESS APPROVED BY THE PERSON PRESIDING OR BY 
DECISION

Councillor Bass had earlier supplied a “Notice of Motion”.  The Chief Executive 
Officer and Mayor explained that the request to put the motion before Council was 
not able to be accommodated under the City’s Standing Orders. The Chief Executive 
Officer also explained the City of Belmont Standing Orders Local Law in relation to 
Public Question Time.

15. MATTERS BEHIND CLOSED DOORS

Nil. 

16. CLOSURE

There being no further business to discuss, the Mayor declared the meeting closed at 
8.17pm.
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