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Local Planning Policy No. 21  

Tree Development Exemption and 

Assessment Policy 

 

Tree Exemption Self-Assessment Form 

Use this form to help determine and document whether proposed tree-damaging activity is 

exempt from requiring development approval under Local Planning Scheme No. 15 and Local 

Planning Policy No. 21. 

Completion of this form is recommended but is not mandatory. Property owners should retain a 

completed copy, together with photographs, measurements and any other supporting 

information, as a record of why they considered the activity to be exempt. 

If you are unsure whether an exemption applies, contact the City’s Planning Services before 

undertaking the work. 

 

Contact Details 

Property and Tree Details 

 

 

Surname:  First Name:  

Company Name:  

Postal Address:  

Postcode:  Phone Number:  

Email:  

Lot No:  

Street No:  Street name:  

Suburb:  Postcode:  

Unit No: 
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Tree Details  

Description/location of tree on property  

eg. ‘Large tree in front yard, approximately 5m from the front boundary’  

 

  

  

  

Species, if known: _____________________________ 

 

 

Basis for Exemption 

 

Tick the exemption ground(s) that apply. All applicable boxes must be ticked and 

evidence or explanation provided where indicated.  

 

Exemption Ground 1 - Small tree (all three measurements must be met to be exempt)  

 

 

Exemption Ground 2 – Weed, palm, or pencil pine species 

 

☐ 
The tree is a species listed on a State or local area weed register, or is a palm or 
pencil pine 

Species name and register/source confirming weed status (if applicable) 

 

  

  

  

 

☐ The tree is less than 8 metres in height Your Measured Value - 

☐ 
The tree has an average canopy diameter 
of less than 6 metres  

Your Measured Value - 

☐ 

The tree has a trunk circumference of less 
than 1.5 metres  

(measured at 1.4 metres above ground) 

 

Your Measured Value - 
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Exemption Ground 3 – Direction from government agency or City of Belmont 

 

☐ 
Works are undertaken in accordance with an express written direction or requirement 
of a Federal or State Government Department 

☐ 
Works are undertaken in accordance with a City of Belmont Firebreak and Fire Hazard 
Notice, a Local Government Act 1995 notice, or other City direction 

Name of directing agency and reference / notice number – 

 

  

  

  

 

Exemption Ground 4 – Approved Bushfire Management Plan 

 

☐ Works are required as part of an approved Bushfire Management Plan 

 

BMP reference/approval date – 

 

  

  

  

 

Exemption Ground 5 – Urgent works (public safety / essential services) 

 

☐ Works are urgently necessary for public safety 

☐ Works are urgently necessary for the safety or security of plant or equipment 

☐ Works are urgently necessary for the maintenance of essential services 

☐ Works are urgently necessary for the protection of the environment 

 
Briefly describe the urgent circumstances – 
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Connection to Broader Development or Subdivision 

 

If the tree damaging activity is associated with a development application, subdivision 
application, or planning proposal (such as a structure plan or scheme amendment), it 

may not be exempt and a separate planning approval may be required.  

 

Answer the questions below. 

 Yes  No 

Is the tree damaging activity related to, or proposed in anticipation of, any 
construction, demolition, or site works? 

☐ ☐ 

Has a development application (DA) been submitted or is one being prepared 

for this property? 
☐ ☐ 

Is the tree damaging activity part of a subdivision or strata proposal? ☐ ☐ 

Is the tree damaging activity part of a Structure Plan, scheme amendment, or 

other strategic planning process? 
☐ ☐ 

Has any builder, developer, or contractor requested or directed that the tree 

be removed in preparation for planned works? 
☐ ☐ 

 

If you answered Yes to any of the above, do not proceed under this self-assessment form. 

Contact Planning Services to determine whether development approval is required before works 

commence.  

 

If no to all, briefly explain the purpose of the proposed tree damaging activity – 
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CONFIRMATION AND DECLARATION 

I/We confirm that: 

 

 

Signature:          Date:  

 

Full name:          Capacity:  

 

 

☐ 
The tree the subject of this form is not listed under a Tree Preservation Order under 
LPS 15 

☐ The tree the subject of this form is not a street tree 

☐ 
The information provided in this form is accurate and complete to the best of my/our 
knowledge  

☐ 
I/We understand that providing false or misleading information may result in 

enforcement action by the City of Belmont 

☐ 
I/We understand that if the tree does not meet an exemption under LPP No. 21, 
development approval must be obtained before any works commence  

eg.Owner,agent 
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