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This fact sheet explains how the City 
manages weeds in public spaces. It outlines 
the responsible use of herbicides and other 
pesticides where required, and explains 
how weed management supports 
environmental protection, public safety and 
community amenity.

Why weed management is 
required
Weed management helps protect the 
biodiversity of natural areas, maintain the 
function and appearance of public spaces, 
support safe community use, and reduce 
fire risk by limiting weed growth and fuel 
loads.

Where and how are weeds 
controlled?
Weed control is undertaken in City-
managed parks, reserves, streetscapes and 
other public spaces. 

The City uses a range of manual and 
chemical weed control methods, including:

• hand weeding,
• mulching,
• dense planting / revegetation,
• brush cutting or slashing; and
• targeted herbicide application.

The City is committed to responsible weed 
management that minimises potential 
impacts on the environment and human 
health. This commitment is supported by 
robust management systems, documented 
procedures and recognised industry best 
practice.

Where herbicides are used, the City only 
applies products registered by the 
Australian Pesticides and Veterinary 
Medicines Authority (APVMA), and uses the 
lowest effective rate permitted by the 
product label.

Integrated Weed Management
The City uses an Integrated Weed 
Management (IWM) approach to reduce 
reliance on herbicides by combining 
physical and chemical control methods. 
Treatments are selected according to site 
conditions, target species, lifecycle stage 
and level of risk, so the most effective and 
environmentally appropriate option can be 
used.

The City also investigates and trials 
emerging treatment options to assess their 
suitability and uses non-chemical control 
methods where practicable.

Weed management options are reviewed 
regularly, with consideration of:

• current information and research;
• effectiveness against target species;
• suitability for ecologically sensitive 

areas;
• suitability for public spaces;
• relative cost, including labour 

requirements;
• required treatment frequency; and
• trial outcomes from the City, other 

local governments and industry 
bodies.

Risk-based approach
The City uses a risk-based approach for all 
weed management activities. Employees 
and contractors involved in this work are 
trained and competent, and all applications 
must follow documented work procedures, 
City policy, Safety Data Sheets and product 
label instructions.

Public notification is provided through 
signage on vehicles and in public open 
spaces where herbicide application is 
occurring. Signs remain in place until the 
spray has dried.

Weather conditions, including wind, 
temperature and rainfall, are monitored 
before and during application to minimise 
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off target impacts such as spray drift. 
Contractor performance is regularly 
audited, and chemical application records 
are maintained to support regulatory 
compliance.

Additional safety measures
During school holidays, herbicide 
application is avoided within 10 metres of 
playgrounds and in recreational areas at 
Tomato Lake, Ascot Waters, Garvey Park, 
Volcano Playground and Adachi Park.

The City provides information and regular 
weed management updates to the 
community through its website.

‘No Spray’ list
The City applies herbicide to road reserves 
six times a year, weather permitting, 
targeting footpaths, kerb lines and 
hardstand areas.

Residents can request exclusion from 
spraying on the verge next to their property 
by joining the City’s ‘No Spray’ list in 
writing.

To register, email 
belmont@belmont.wa.gov.au or write to:

Parks, Leisure & Environment

City of Belmont

LMB 379

Cloverdale WA 6985

The City may periodically ask residents to 
confirm they wish to remain listed.

Listed residents must keep their verge safe, 
tidy and weed-free to the City’s satisfaction. 
The City may spray if these conditions are 
not met.

The ‘No Spray’ list does not apply to road 
reserves managed by other agencies, such 
as Main Roads WA, or where declared 
weeds, public safety or environmental risks 
require treatment.

Declared weed species
Declared weeds are regulated under the 
Biosecurity and Agriculture Management Act 
2007 (WA) due to their potential to spread 

rapidly and cause significant environmental 
and agricultural harm. 

The City, in conjunction with the 
Department of Primary Industries and 
Regional Development (DPIRD), undertakes 
control of declared weeds on road reserves 
and public open space as required. 

Glyphosate products
Following extensive scientific assessment, 
the APVMA has determined that glyphosate 
products are safe when used according to 
label directions. The City ensures all 
herbicides are used in strict accordance 
with label requirements and risk 
management procedures.

For further information on the safety and 
use of glyphosate please refer to the 
APVMA website at 
apvma.gov.au/resources/frequently-
searched-chemicals/glyphosate. 

Further information
For queries on the City’s weed management 
please contact the Parks, Leisure and 
Environment Department on 9477 7257 or 
email parks@belmont.wa.gov.au 

Glossary
Australian Pesticides and Veterinary 
Medicines Authority (APVMA): the 
Commonwealth agency that assesses 
herbicide and pesticide safety and regulates 
their use in public spaces.

Department of Primary Industries and 
Regional Development (DPIRD): the 
State agency responsible for biosecurity 
and declared weed management in Western 
Australia.

Herbicides: substances used to control 
unwanted plants, such as weeds.

Integrated Weed Management: a long-
term approach that combines physical, 
chemical and other methods to control and 
prevent weeds.

Pesticides: substances used to control 
pests, including insects, fungi and other 
harmful organisms.
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